THE MURDER GAME – BLOODSPORT

Welcome to the introduction of the latest Chromus Production novel. This is pretty much setting the scene of what happens the day before the murder of a victim at the makeshift town of Macaba. Anything further will have to be found by the investigators. 

There will be two stories. This is the main series, where the investigators find out about the murder and what to find. 

The second story will be known as ‘Inside HQ’ where you’ll find out what the 12 investigators really think of each other…trust me, there will be plenty of smiles, frowns, and probably more blood and guts than in the actual story!

If you are on the mailing list…you can get even more surprises! You get a rundown of what’s happened, including the following;

An interview from the eliminated contestant A first look of the killer clue The Chief’s analysis of the detectives Clues and evidence analysis Relationship chart Timeline 

As you can see, plenty to sink your teeth in, and of course, there is a reward for the person who brings back the killer…but you can be eliminated from the game as quick as a hat as well…

So first, let’s enjoy the blood death of one person shall we?

* * * *

DAY BEFORE THE CRIME…

NOTE: Suspects are in bold…victim is in italics…

(Flashback sequence)

(Shot of a town hall of Macaba. A session is obviously taking place…)

3pm

(The city hall of Macaba is on a debate. It appears to be a poll to suggest who the new Mayor of Macaba is going to be. We see 3 people there, Seto Kaiba (Yu-Gi-Oh!), Akiko Natsume (Nuku-Nuku) and Mimi Tachikawa (Digimon 02).)

(In the crowd are various people from anime and game world, include Parappa, William F. Guile (Streetfighter), and bodyguard and best friend of Mimi’s Nuriko. (Fushigi Yuugi) Also in the crowd, rather solemn, is Michiru Ka’ioh (Sailor Moon) with her ‘partner’ Haruka and ‘daughter’ Hotaru.)

Seto: As I said, if I become this town’s leader, this town will become a new monopolies for Kaiba Corp, making this town’s tourism and international appeal widen to more times than you can imagine!

Akiko: Technology is all fine Seta, but we all know what you are trying to. Besides, Mishima is a much bigger conglomerate than Kaiba Corporation. This town can be a simple business…

Mimi: Business? Is that all you guys care about? Besides…it’s so simple. My family were the founders of this town. Tradition over technology anyday…

(In the crowd, Duo Maxwell shouts)

Duo: I don’t see why you guys are even starting this…where is Andy?

Seto: I don’t see why we have to wait for him. He decided not to come for you…

(Suddenly the doors part, and a slightly bloody Andy Bogard (Fatal Fury) enters with Bunnie Rabbot (Sonic), not looking too happy…)

Andy: Dammit! Why Mimi?

(They turn to the girl in question…)

Mimi: I don’t know what you’re talking about…

Bunnie: (southern accent) I think you’ve got some explain’ ta do sugar…

Mimi: I don’t have anything to say…do you Andy?

(Andy turns…and gasps…)

Andy: Michiru! Please…

(Michiru looks on from the crowd, but doesn’t say anything. Yet why did Andy…)

Bunnie: Looks like we’d better get’cha to the hospital…

Andy: It’s O.K…I’m fine…

(Despite this, Andy leaves with the young rabbit, and the senate seems to resume…)

Seto: Now that unpleasantness has left us…

(Then, Michiru stands up as Haruka flanks her. Nuriko immediately stands to block the two Sailor Senshi.)

Nuriko: And what pray tell, are you doing?

Haruka: Maybe trying to wonder why Andy was stopped…especially after a month that Michiru also withdraw as mayor candidate?

(The two lock eyes…but shrug.)

Mimi: Ladies and gentlemen, please…I’ll be happy to explain everything. Today, I’m going on a 24 hr election campaign to explain my case to all who wish to listen. At the end of day, I will be heading to the inland to see my campaign organiser. Anyone who wishes to see me, may do so then.

Seto: Hey wait…

Akiko: We haven’t finish…

(Too late as Mimi, with Nuriko, leave the city hall, leaving all to ponder…)

* * * *

3.30pm

(Mimi and Nuriko have been televised on Mimi’s plan to tour around the places and put her side of the story.)

TV: And in other news, we learn that there will be an eclipse in Macaba for the first time in nearly 20 years…

Mimi: After me, I guess it was a slow news day…

????: Hey, girl!

Nuriko: Who is talking to Mimi like that?

(Shot of Excel Excel, (Excel Saga) Yuri Sakizaki, (King of Fighters) and Akito Hayama, members who live in the Sakizaki mansion along with Andy Bogard.)

Excel: What’s the deal with you becoming a mayoress here? A person like you, after all, this place will eventually be taken over by Lord Il Phallazzo, but for now…

Yuri: Please Excel…so what happened with Andy?

Nuriko: Look, that robo-rabbit found him hurt and took him to the hospital. I dunno what happened since then. So get out of our way otherwise…

(Hayama steps in the way, as Nuriko and Hayama have a one sided staring-contest.)

Hayama: Go.

(Mimi and Nuriko escape the three for now, but the look in Hayama’s eyes suggest something else…)

* * * *

4.00pm

TV: And in other news…Mimi Tachikawa will be doing a 24 hr movement to explain her reasons for mayoress…maybe it will also explain the rumours of her involvement of the early two front runners for mayor candidates, Michiru Ka’ioh and Andy Bogard.

* * * *

4.20pm

Mimi: Why won’t you listen?

(Shot of the local bar, 8th Heaven: Kissaten, Restaurant and Bar all rolled into one. Appropriately, all three people running it are there, the coffee rep, Madoka Ayukawa (Kimagure Orange Road), the chef Lao Mah-Tsing (Chukka Ichiban) and the barmaid/bouncer (Tifa Lockheart). Clearly, none of them are too impressed.)

Madoka: Nothing against you, but your family has hardly had the cleanest record around here has it?

Mimi: You’re talking about the family which found this town! 

Tifa: True, but all you guys are the same. Seta, Akiko…you care about your lives and your profits. That’s not what a small town wants.

Ah Tsing: The lady is right. I’m afraid…you aren’t…

Mimi: What is that Mr Tsing?

(Ah Tsing looks ready to swallow gum under Mimi’s intense gaze. Tifa looks on with a gleam in her eye as Madoka continues to wash up cups.)

Ah Tsing: Never mind.

Mimi: I guess you’ve fallen for my charms, eh?

Tifa: Leave him alone! You know he’s engaged!

(Tifa stands up threatening. Nuriko gets into a position as Tifa goes into a martial arts pose. However, after a few moments, they both relax.)

Mimi: Never mind these…they are others we can convince. Akiko and Seto aren’t exactly model mayors themselves…they’ll come round.

Tifa: (grumbles) Oh great, the lesser of three evils…

(Mimi and Nuriko both leave 8th Heaven, Tsing looking a bit worse for wear…next port of call…)

* * * *

Mimi: I can’t understand why you’re going for her!

(Shot of a local weapons shop, where along with her partner Minnie May Hopkins, Bulleta (Darkstalkers) is busy shining one of her Uzis…)

Bulleta: Simple…I work for Akiko-san, why would I betray her?

Mimi: Gah…why should I bother with such simple minded folks?

Minnie May: Hey, we’re not simple minded!

Bulleta: (sweetly) It’s O.K May-chan, it doesn’t matter! This town make the decisions…and it will hopefully work out best.

(Mimi huffs as she and Nuriko leave…unaware that as soon as they leave, Bulleta sick smile replaces the innocent one she had. We see her going underneath getting what appears to be a piece of paper…)

* * * *

6.00pm – TACHIKAWA MANSION

Mimi: Well, I’m staying there the night away…see if there can be any late-night persuasion…

Nuriko: You know he’ll vote for you…so many will, thanks to your…trickery. I’ve never really approved of it though…

Mimi: My, my, dissent from my best friend and bodyguard? Never thought I would have heard it…

(Before Nuriko can retaliate, Guile enters the room…)

Guile: Miss Tachikawa, do you need another escort for your visits today?

Mimi: I’d better…especially with those swordsmen folk. And considering the way Excel spoke to me earlier…besides, it might be able to sweet talk them into seeing how Andy is…

Guile: Affirmitive.

(Mimi leaves to pretty herself up, as Guile shakes his head…)

Guile: Stubborn.

* * * *

7.00pm

(Shot of a limousine, containing Guile (Nuriko not in sight), we see that Mimi has visited a local swordsmen club. These include Ryudo (Grandia 2), Haomaru (Samurai Shodown) and Link (Zelda).

Haomaru: MAIDEN, I’M AFRAID WE HAVE NO INTEREST OF LISTENING TO SUCH BABBLE!

Ryudo: Yes, what he said. (The two continue sparring, Link watching with interest…and polishing his sword…)

Mimi: Humph! Brute men never understand real ideals! I stand for sincerity and love, you can believe that what I want for this town is better than anyone else!

Link: Well, we all favoured Mr. Bogard to be honest, and we still don’t know why he withdrew from the running…

Mimi: Why he was just a coward, he may have wished to go for all the ‘little people’ but in the end, he never gave a…

Link: So, we’re little people are we?

Mimi: No, not like that…it’s just people that…

(Link steps in front of Mimi as Guile quickly moves to protect Mimi, but with the Master Sword in hand, even Guile’s street fighting skills are hard pressed to do much more…Guile reaches for his AK-147…)

Link: (laughs) Oh you think I’m going to attack her? But I just wanted to finish her sentence.

(He leans forward into Mimi’s face)

Link: People like us.

(Link leaves to return to his two swordsmen buddies, as Mimi wipes a bit of sweat…)

Mimi: I never realised how unpopular mayoral candidates could be…

(Mimi leaves as Guile looks ahead and behind her…)

Guile: I don’t think being a candidate is that much of a problem for your unpopularity…

* * * *

7.50pm

Mimi: Look, this is my last stop before I head out of town for the night, so why are you being so stubborn?

(Shot of Excel, Andy, Hayama and Yuri all doing something. Excel is running like a maniac chasing her dog Menchi, Andy is sitting down ignoring her, Hayama is practicing a karate kata, whilst Yuri is the one doing the talking. Also there are Duo Maxwell and Bunnie Rabbot, Duo appearing to fix Bunnie’s hook.)

Yuri: I don’t think we have anything to say to you.

Mimi: So you were close with Andy, that means nothing!

Yuri: Why should we listen to you…we know the truth.

Mimi: The truth? Well, it hurts doesn’t it?

Yuri: (smirks) Oh, you do realise that even with G.I. Joe over there, we’ve got 3 top martial artists on hand, and four if you include Bunnie. I really don’t think it would be a good idea…to antagonise us.

Guile: Yes, but are any of you armed?

(Guile gets his gun out, but as he does so…)

Bunnie: You just put that thing down darlin’.

(Shot of Bunnie, with what appears to be a knife thrower in her hook. Guile is hesistant, but relaxes, as does the she-doe.)

Duo: Geez…(looks in his tool kit), how the heck are you going to get fixed at this rate?

Bunnie: I got patience sugar.

(Hayama hits a chi pole with precision, as the black belt youngster turns and looks on at Mimi inquisitively, as Mimi and Yuri continue arguing…)

Mimi: Oh whatever!

(Mimi finally gets the message and leaves. Andy seems to ready to follow her as does Hayama but Yuri stops them…)

Yuri: It’s not worth it. 

(Excel stops and gets an evil glint in her eye…)

* * * *

8.45pm

Guile: Miss, are you sure you’ll be O.K?

Mimi: Oh don’t worry about me, besides Hibiki will protect me anyway…I’ll be back tomorrow morning at the station. I’ll call you when I get there.

Guile: Be careful Miss.

Mimi: I will!

(Mimi leaves, unaware that two figures are watching them…Haruka Ten’oh and Michiru Ka’ioh…)

Haruka: So the princess leaves the safety of her fort Michiru?

Michiru: I guess so.

Haruka: You are not seriously going to let her get away with it are you?

Michiru: Haruka-san, you know that’s not in my nature…besides, what would Hotaru say if…

Haruka: If? Ah…so you HAVE thought about it.

(Michiru stays silent…then smiles.)

Michiru: Maybe…

* * * *

(At the same time…)

Kaiba Corp

(Shot of Mokuba handling things in Seto’s base…Seto is behind him, looking on with his trademark scowl…)

Mokuba: Seto, what’s wrong?

(Seto doesn’t answer, he just stares at the screen…one of Mimi heading out of town…)

* * * *

Mishima Headquarters

Akiko: Arisa, Kyoko? You got the info?

(Akiko’s two flunkies, Arisa and Kyoko come in and hand her what appears to be a document…which Akiko smiles…)

Akiko: I never thought I’d do this…but it may be best for me…I mean for everyone. (Laughs annoyingly) Maybe though…

* * * *

Kissaten

Tifa: Don’t worry about her Tsing…we know it’s all lies!

(Shot of Ah-Tsing moping in the kitchen, not really concerntrating.)

Madoka: Geez, does she exist just to make people miserable?

Tifa: Oh don’t worry about her Madoka, I’ll deal with her.

* * * *

(Mimi heads off to the private island of one Hibiki Amawa (I My Me! Strawberry Eggs!) her private tutor. What goes on there however is unknown….)

* * * *

1.05pm

(Shot of Mimi returning from the station…the sky is near black, and Mimi is understandably a bit nervous…)

Mimi: Wow…it must be that eclipse…I totally forgot about that…

(Gets her cell phone out…)

Mimi: Best call Guile…

(Suddenly a rustling comes as the sky goes darker…)

Mimi: What the…

(The next thing we see is the sky now pitch black…but he hear a scream echoing throughout the day…)

* * * *

So, that is your first impression. There is a quiz for this as well, so I hope you’ve paid attention. Remember, there is a reward for the person who correctly gets the killer and scores the highest (and remains in the game, hint: stay as near the top as possible)

So Mimi gets killed…what next? Check out Inside HQ to find out!

MURDER GAME: BLOODSPORT

Macabre in Macaba

Yosha! It’s time for the first real chapter of the Murder Game. This will show lines of enquires our twelve intrepid detectives will have to go through to find their killer. However, one of them at the end of this chapter will be eliminated, so…

COMING OUT TO PLAY?

Remember, after reading this, check out Murder Game: Inside HQ, to get the dirty know how of what the detectives really think of each other, see possible alliances, friendships, enemies and even romance as the fic takes shape.

So I hope you enjoy it. Warning: It gets a bit bloody out there…

* * * *

(We left the 12 detectives heading via coach to the makeshift town of Macaba, where just recently, a grisly discovery was found at the railway station…)

(…what the detectives don’t know is that is where they are heading first.)

DETECTIVES

Anna Reispegi – Battle Athletes Victory

Asuka Langhley Sohryu – Evangelion

Bean Bandit – Riding Bean

Inez Fressange – Nadesico

Junpei Shibayama – Digimon Frontier

Kano Miyazawa – Kare Kano

Kikuchi Yoshito – G.T.O

Leon McDohl – Bubblegum Crisis 2040

Misao Amano – Magical Project S

Seta Noriyasu – Love Hina

Videl Satan – DBZ

Yamazaki Takashi – Card Captor Sakura

(On the coach, the team are discussing about the house where they’ll be living…but are unaware that their plans are about to come to an abrupt halt…)

Kikuchi: Aye aye…what have we got here?

(The coach is slowing down as an ambulance is blocking the roads. The group realise they are outside a railway station, on route to their HQ. Immediately, the team begins to realize something is up.)

Inez: I think the game has begun.

(Asuka, Videl and Leon exit the coach and survey the area. After a bit of thinking, Kano also exits, with some police wire to close any areas off, plus some of their white protective suits. Asuka nods and the three head off wearing their suits to look over the area…)

(We can see that one of the suspects (although unknown to the team at the moment) Nuriko is out there crying, as is her bodyguard Guile, and being carried onto a stretcher is a camatose Mimi, on a resperator, bloodied and being lifted into the ambulance…)

Nuriko: Mimi, don’t die! 

Guile: I wasn’t there…(notices Asuka heading to the ambulance) Hang about…

(Asuka is trying to get into the ambulance but the doctors forbid her. Leon goes to Guile whilst Videl goes to Nuriko, who is quite distraught.)

Videl: Excuse me, we are special investigators…

Nuriko: Huh? Detectives right?

Videl: Yes…what just happened here? I’m DI Satan and…

Nuriko: Come on, I just learnt my best friend could die, what do you think I can tell you?

Videl: Listen…

(But not even Videl is surprised for Nuriko’s lash out, as he swings with an elbow. Videl instinctively blocks it, but Nuriko’s power sends her to the floor. Nuriko runs away as Asuka immediately chases as Videl recovers...)

Videl: Talk about being thrown out in the deep end…

(By now, the other investigators are also come out, as Inez seems to appoint herself the leader)

Inez: Kano, get that wire and secure the area, Misao help her out.

Kano/Misao: Right.

(As the two girls sort out, a few problems start to come about as Leon tries to ask Guile a few questions…)

Guile: I’m sorry, but that girl is my client…I won’t answer any questions about her until I learn of her condition.

Leon: Listen, we’re going to be asking questions if the worst does happen so…

Guile: As it hasn’t happened yet, I don’t need to answer…

(Meanwhile, Nuriko seems to have escaped Asuka for the time being as the German girl comes back, not happy…)

Asuka: Got away…

(Inez realises that things are starting to get out of hand, and tries to get her remaining ‘troops’ to try and make sure the public don’t slip in what is definitely a crime scene.)

Inez: Kikuchi, get some more of that wire whilst Anna, you try and see if you can find any evidence? Bean, stand guard.

Bean: I don’t like taking orders when I’m not getting any money…but I got no choice.

(As the massive Bean uses his intimidation factor, Seta goes over to the train area where Anna is trying to search…and jumps back as a train rushes by.)

Anna: Kyaaaahhh!

Seta: Are you alright?

Anna: Y-yes.

(Kano and Misao now have the area secured, but Inez doesn’t seem to have remembered them about, and now they don’t know what to do. Things aren’t starting well.)

(It’s time for back-up.)

* * * *

(Shot of a man in his mid-twenties with sleek black hair, glasses and wearing a casual white shirt and grey trousers. He is Sam Lockheart, one member of Donald Marco’s squad of the Quad-R, playing as the Chief.)

Sam: I am Sam Lockheart, the ‘smart’ one of the team, i.e. the one that researches. I’ve been in a few mysteries in my work, usually revolving about lack of profit. However, this time, things are going into a greater scale, as I have been asked to use my research and knowledge to help solve a murder. This time, I make the rules, I make the judgements, and I decide where my detectives pass or fail. 

* * * *

(Shot of Sam now entering the murder scene, and not too happy with the lack of organisation as he heads towards the wire…Inez at first tries to stop him but notices the ‘Chief Inspector’ ID a second in time.)

Sam: O.K, what’s going on here? Who’s in charge?

Inez: I believe I kind of nominated myself.

Sam: Well, the team is running like chickens whose heads have been cut off. Get everyone together NOW!

(Inez complies as Sam rounds the group of 12.)

Sam: Are you happy for Inez to be leading the team?

(No-one disagrees, they just want to get on with it…or avoid Sam’s tongue, whichever comes first.)

Sam: O.K, Inez, choose one team of three to stay here and look for vital evidence of this crime scene, because that is what it is.

Inez: O.K…Anna, Seta…and Yamazaki.

Sam: Right, you three stay here, collect evidence and report back to HQ, the vans will be with you shortly. The rest of you, what do you think you should be doing?

Kikuchi: I believe we need to find out who the victim was first.

Sam: Don’t you know the name of the victim?

Leon: Her first name is Mimi.

Asuka: It’s Mimi Tachikawa, that she-man over there blurted her name out a couple of times as he…she…gah whatever, it was running.

Sam: Nice choice of words there Asuka. The Tachikawa family knows about Mimi’s attack because of the report of the bodyguard there, named Guile. As you can guess, they are pretty distraught. However, you’ve let one person get away from you and another is refusing to answer questions correct?

Leon: That is correct.

Sam: Then the next place to go would be the hospital. See if you learn of what has happened to Mimi, is she dead? How was she attacked? Learn what you can. Inez, pick 4 people to go to the hospital and find out what happened.

Inez: O.K, I’ll pick Junpei, Videl…Leon and Misao.

Sam: You four, a van will now take you to the hospital where you can see what happens. The remaining 5 of you, Inez included, so that’s Inez, Asuka, Bean, Kikuchi and Kano, please come with me. We are going to your new HQ, and we are going to remain there for more information.

(The remaining five nod, as a van comes up. Junpei, Videl, Leon and Misao head onto that van, whilst Anna, Seta and Yamazaki remain in the crime scene and begin to search for evidence.)

(The rest of them…go to their new home.)

* * * *

TIME: 3.30PM

(TEAM: Asuka, Bean, Kano, Kikuchi: Lead Investigator: Inez)

(LOCATION: HQ)

(The group of 5 are the first to witness the house they will be living in for the next few weeks (if they are lucky). Immediately, Asuka bolts for one of the bedrooms.)

Asuka: Looks like 3 people can sleep in them…

Inez: Logic dictates that there are 4 rooms then.

Kano: Um…don’t you think we should wait for the others to come before deciding where we going to sleep?

Asuka: Why? Don’t you know that it’s ‘first come, first served?’

Kikuchi: Actually, I believe what she says is fair. We should wait until everyone is here…

Asuka: That could take forever!

Bean: Oh, have some patience little lady.

Asuka: Don’t call me that!

Inez: Oh please, not now. Let’s just get our bags off and wait for information. That’s what the Chief said so a good assumption is that is what we have to do.

(Inez’ voice of reason seems to work as the team head to the briefing room, where amongst other things are a whiteboard for writing notes, which Inez immediately puts on the word ‘MIMI’ with a circle. Some sticky notes, a PC, a television screen (blank), some recording equipment and 12 small desks for each of the contestants.)

(As this team start to get a feel of the place, they get a phone call. Inez, the LI, answers it.)

Inez: Hello?

(The conversation we can’t here, but Inez nods and says ‘Fine, thank you.’ She puts the receiver down and immediately calls the van team, Videl and company who are on their way to the hospital.)

* * * *

VAN TEAM – 2.35PM (VIDEL, LEON, MISAO, and JUNPEI)

(One of their phones ring which Videl answers.)

Videl: Hello, hello?

Inez: Hi, it’s Inez. I’m just calling to say that we’ve had a call at the hospital and Mimi Tachikawa died at 2.34pm just.

Videl: Right, thank you. (shuts phone)

Leon: That’s it, she’s dead then.

Misao: I’m…I’m sure I can handle this.

Junpei: We’ve got no choice Misao-chan. Believe me, I’m feeling queasy myself.

Leon: Trust me kids, I’ve been a police officer for many years and I still don’t get used to seeing people die.

(Already, Leon and the others are treating this as a real murder. The team continue their trip to the hospital.)

* * * *

ANNA, SETA AND YAMAZAKI

(Back at the railway station, Anna, Seta and Yamazaki are busy bagging evidence. The three are so far doing the correct procedures, including their white suits, gloves, bagging equipment and also fingerprint dust, which Anna is trying to use on the windowsill of the railway station, to no luck unfortunately.)

(However, Yamazaki then finds something…)

Yamazaki: Hey, I’ve found something.

(Shot as Seta goes over to where Yamazaki has found a mobile phone. He picks it up and bags it. There is a bit of blood on it as well. Seta has already used pieces of paper to collect the fallen blood samples, seeing if there are any hairs that would pick up on DNA tests.)

Side shot:

Chromus – Sorry, this will be the last time I appear! Now, in almost every inquiry the teams will face, there will be a hidden test. If they follow correct procedure, they will pass their lines of enquiry and not have to face…well…you’ll find out soon.

(Why is this important? This team is about to face their first test.)

(After bagging the phone, the team hear a ring.)

Anna: Is that the phone?

Seta: Yes.

(Yamazaki goes over to it. Here is the hidden test.)

DO THEY ANSWER THE PHONE?

Yamazaki: Shall I take it out?

Seta: No…leave it there. If we answer it, it might wipe out any recent calls.

Anna: He’s right, best leave it.

Yamazaki: Hai!

(Yamazaki goes back to looks for evidence. Was that the right decision?)

* * * *

HOSPITAL – 2.52PM 

(Videl and company have arrived at the hospital where Inez has just told them that Mimi has died. The team head in there in their casuals, as they ask at the desk about Miss Tachikawa.)

Receptionist: I’m afraid she has just pasted away, I’m sorry.

Videl: Is there going to be an autopsy?

Receptionist: Yes, but it will be tomorrow.

Leon: (sigh) A wasted trip then.

Receptionist: I’m sorry…

Junpei: That’s O.K, thank you anyway.

Receptionist: You’re welcome.

(The four turn to leave, but as they do, someone enters…)

HIDDEN TEST –WATCH, LISTEN AND LEARN…

(The person who has just entered is Akito Hayama. He heads to the reception. Videl, Leon and Yamazaki continue ahead. However Misao stops slightly as she notices something…)

Misao: Um…his hands…

(Hayama, whose hands looks bloody, goes to the reception.)

Receptionist: Yes?

(Hayama is quiet for a while before saying…)

Leon: Misao? You coming or what?

Misao: B-but…

Junpei: We’ve got nothing else to see. Come on!

(Misao eventually complies. However, if she had stayed, or if the team had stayed, they might have witnessed some information…)

* * * *

HQ – 3.00PM

Inez: So…you’ll be heading there tomorrow?

Videl: (phone) That’s right, nothing else really of interest. We’ll learn all the gory details tomorrow then.

Inez: That’s good. Seta has called just as well, his team have found some items, including what they are presuming is Mimi’s phone.

Videl: Wow, big!

Inez: I know. Anyway, we’ll see you back.

(As she puts the phone down, we cut to outside…where someone is visiting the HQ…)

(A letterbox shutters. Bean immediately hears it.)

Bean: Something just got posted…

(Bean goes to the door, and chuckles.)

Bean: Here we go…

(What has been delivered…is something pretty gruesome. It is a notepad, dripping with blood from the letterbox.)

Bean: We need gloves and a bag now…

(Kano complies as she and Kikuchi sort out the mess.)

Bean: Should we read it?

Kikuchi: We should wait until the Chief comes in. I feel this is some sort of message from the killer…

Asuka: Oh great, one day in and we already have blood down the walls…

(As they get this gory clue, another phone call comes in. Inez answers it.)

Inez: Hello?

????: Excuse me, is this the team of investigators?

Inez: That’s right.

????: Sorry, I just got this number. I recently learned of what happened to Mimi and would be happy to share my thoughts with you.

Inez: Who is this?

Michiru: This is Michiru Ka’ioh here. I live in the Kai’oh mansion. With your job, I believe you need as much information as you can. I can help in that respect.

Inez: O.K, thank you miss.

(Inez shuts the phone and snaps her fingers)

Inez: Guys, you’ve got an errand to run. Someone named Michiru has just called and wants to talk to us. So head down there.

(The team now have to get out and work, as they head to Michiru’s mansion, currently unaware that she is one of the 16 suspects.)

* * * *

3.20 PM

(Inez has called both teams to say that the team are heading towards a new location. In the meantime, Videl and company have returned from what they see as a pointless exercise…unknowing what had transpired there.)

Leon: So we’re all alone now?

Inez: Not quite.

Junpei: Ah, the lead investigator stays here right?

Inez: Yes, so how was your day?

Leon: In a word pointless.

Videl: Yeah…no bloody note pads for us. Have they looked at it or not?

Inez: No, we’re waiting for the Chief tonight before we have a look. Some of the blood has stuck the pages anyway. We assume that it’s a clue from the killer so we’re treating this as vital evidence.

Misao: Are you sure…it was O.K to leave? 

Videl: Don’t worry sweetie, there was nothing of interest until tomorrow.

(Misao is still unsure about to tell them about what she saw just as they were leaving. Junpei notices her look…)

Junpei: Misao-chan?

Misao: Um…well…

Leon: Huh?

Inez: Was there something else there that you saw Misao?

Misao: As we were leaving…I saw someone come in, and he looked like he was out for…

Videl: Hold it, that could be anyone.

Misao: His hands…they were…

(Misao points to the bloodied bag. Leon’s eyes widen)

Leon: And you didn’t say anything?!

(Misao panics. Leon doesn’t seem to realise that she tried but they stopped her.)

Misao: B-but you said…

Leon: This is a murder enquiry young lady, you may be the youngest here, but there are no excuses for slacking.

(Misao looks ready to cry, as Videl and Junpei immediately step in.)

Videl: Hold it guys, don’t take it too far. It was a lousy mistake if it was important. It might not have been.

Junpei: That’s right!

Leon: (sigh) You could be right, but we can’t go easy on anyone here guys, even her.

(Misao looks upset, but nods.)

Misao: You’re right…I don’t want to be treated like that. If I messed up, I take the blame. Sorry.

(Misao looks down but tries to hide it.)

Videl: So…can we FINALLY check this place out?

Junpei: At last, something I can agree to!

(Inez shakes her head, whether of Misao’s ‘mistake’ or of Junpei’s eagerness.)

* * * *

2.30PM – MICHIRU’S MANSION

(The team of Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi have arrived at the famous Ka’ioh Mansion, dating back to the 11th century, a family generation housing, one of the most famous in Macaba. Currently residing in the mansion is suspect Michiru Ka’ioh, along with her ‘partner’ Haruka Ka’ioh and their adopted daughter Hotaru Tomoe.)

(As they head to the place, the team wonder what they could find there…)

Kano: I hope this isn’t a trap, in a lot of my comic books, it’s a trap…

Bean: I’m amazed this place has lasted.

Kikuchi: It’s definitely 11th architecture.

Asuka: How the heck would you know that?

(Before Asuka goes through, Kano knocks the door. Someone answers it…someone that appears to be a man at first glance…)

Haruka: Are you the investigators?

Asuka: Yes sir, and…

Kikuchi: (whispering) Fool.

Asuka: (whispering) What?

Kikuchi: (whispering) She’s a woman!

Asuka: (whispering) You’re kidding…

(They both look up and realise that Kano is talking to Haruka…the two sweatdrop…)

Kano: …sorry for my friends, DI Sohryu forgot her glasses I think. Anyway, I’m DI Miyazawa, the big guy is DI Bandit and the smart looking guy is DI Yoshito. We got a phone call from a Miss Michiru Kai’oh inquiring about our services about the recent attack on a Miss Mimi Tachikawa. 

Haruka: Ah yes, of course. Come in please.

(The team enter, as the other three a bit surprised of Kano being the one pulling through for them…)

* * * *

ANNA, SETA AND YAMAZAKI

(The team believe they’ve got everything now and now head to HQ. The team talk about their findings on the way back.)

Seta: So, we have one mobile phone, a fair bit of blood, a scrap of fabric which we are presuming is part of Mimi’s dress…

Anna: …(shudders) and that wreath.

Yamazaki: About wreaths…

(Whilst Yamazaki talks, let’s flashback…)

(A train passes by. However, from the station, something attached to a rope drops and smashes the station window, catching the attention of Anna immediately.)

Anna: What the…

(Anna spots the dangling wreath…a message from the killer. The wreath is attached with 16 photographs, and a message…)

‘I AM ONE OF A DOZEN PLUS FOUR. COMING OUT

TO PLAY?’

(The wreath’s photographs each have a picture on them with a name underneath. Anna quickly gets a bag to sort it out, as Yamazaki helps her.)

END FLASHBACK

Anna: I’ve seen a few scary things in my life…

Seta: Why do I get the feeling this is no where near the worst?

(The team head back to HQ, ready to give their information to Inez.)

* * * *

(Back to Michiru’s mansion)

(Shot of Michiru Ka’ioh, an elegant beauty if ever was one. She’s drinking a couple of tea, as her adoptive daughter Hotaru is busying writing on a desk.)

Michiru: I’m glad you came.

Bean: We’re glad you called. We need as much information as possible in these stages.

Michiru: I’ll be happy to share.

(Haruka enters the room as well. Here come’s the test.)

HIDDEN TEST – DO THEY REVEAL MIMI’S DEATH? CORRECT PROCEDURE IS REQUIRED.

Michiru: I had learnt that she had been attacked, but know nothing else. I have a good connection with the hospital because of young Hotaru here…

Kikuchi: Hotaru? Why is that?

Michiru: My adoptive daughter has been battling illness for many years, she’s a brave strong girl aren’t you?

Hotaru: Momma-Michiru, thank you.

Asuka: So, you know then of Mimi’s death?

(At this, Michiru’s eyes widen. Haruka looks stunned and Hotaru turns in shock.)

Bean: I take that reaction as a no.

Hotaru: Mama? Mimi-san is dead?

Haruka: Is that true?

(Out of a hole and no way to climb out of it, Kano admits it’s true. Hotaru runs out of the room crying as Michiru sighs.)

Michiru: I’m sorry…I had no idea she was actually dead. 

Kano: We only just learned ourselves.

Asuka: So, what is your relationship with the deceased?

Michiru: The Tachikawa’s and Ka’iohs…I guess you could say we were like feuding families. It got worse after a new mayoral candidate had to be selected?

Kikuchi: Mayor? Can you tell us about that please?

Michiru: Yes of course. There were five people originally in the race for the new mayor of Macaba, myself included. These people were Andy Bogard, Seto Kaiba, Akiko Natsume and Mimi Tachikawa.

(The team are writing notes down as Kikuchi continues the interview.)

Kikuchi: You say yourself included? So Mimi was a rival for your spot?

Michiru: Yes…but I withdrew voluntarily because I didn’t wish to rival my friend Andy Bogard who genuinely seemed to be a caring individual for this town.

(As she’s talking, Haruka also leaves the room.)

Asuka: Andy Bogard? Does he live here?

Michiru: Yes…all of the candidates still remain here. I’m not sure if they know what has happened to Mimi but…

(They talk for a bit longer getting as much information as possible. They have learned some vital facts.)

Mimi was someone running for mayor, which means she had competitors who could see her as a threat, and people who saw her as a nuisance. One team has recovered a mobile phone, which could be vital in tracking last movements and who has called Mimi recently. The photographs will show the 16 suspects. 

* * * *

4.25pm

(Finally, all three teams are back…NOTE: Want to see what happens when Anna’s team return, check out Inside HQ)

Kano: We’re back!

(Shot of Inez at the desk, now with 16 individual plastic slips each with a photograph in it. The wreath is in a separate plastic bag, but these photographs have taken the significant importance on the white board.)

Inez: Welcome back. Get anything good?

Asuka: Yes, we learned about the fact that Mimi was a mayoral candidate, and Michiru gave us several suspects!

Inez: That’s good…and we’ve got the suspects names now.

Asuka: Huh?

Bean: You mean all of them?

Seta: Yes, all of them Mr. Bandit.

(Shot of Seta entering the room with Junpei as they see what Asuka’s team have collected.)

Seta: A wreath broke the train stations window and attached to it was these photographs. 

Junpei: Basically, the killer wants us to know all the people involved.

Kano: That’s a lot of people.

(16 to be exact.)

AKITO HAYAMA

MADOKA AYUKAWA

WILLIAM F. GUILE

LAU MAO-TSING

SHO RYUEN (NURIKO)

BABY BONNIE HOOD (BULLETA)

EXCEL EXCEL

ANDY BOGARD

SETO KAIBA

LINK

HIBIKI AMAWA

TIFA LOCKHEART

MICHIRU KA’IOH

AKIKO NATSUME

YURI SAKIZAKI

BUNNIE RABBOT

Asuka: So Michiru is a suspect then?

Bean: That means we have to be careful to see if her information is valid to us.

Seta: Right. From this list we have also seen Nuriko and Guile, so I feel we need to see them next.

Inez: But now that we’re all here…

Asuka: At last! Room time…(sniffs the air)…and what’s that smell? It’s different from back home…it smells good!

Bean: I agree there…something cooking?

Seta: Oh, Anna-chan and Yamazaki-kun are cooking us lunch.

Junpei: They can cook? Excellent!

Asuka: I guess as long as they can cook, their detective skills are held off, if it’s any good, I won’t vote for them.

(The team have a slight chuckle as they prepare for dinner. However, with the suspects now listed, the team’s investigation will soon begin.)

* * * *

5.25pm

(The team sit down as Anna and Yamazaki have prepared a spaghetti bolognase along with baguettes and garlic bread. Some of the team, like Junpei and Bean are pretty much drooling.)

Bean: This is delicious guys…thank you…

Leon: I’m not complaining…

Misao: Th-thank you very much.

(Anna blushes slightly under the praise as Yamazaki just keeps his calm smiling self, enjoying the meal. The conversation soon comes back to the case.)

Inez: So, an eventful day everyone?

Kano: Just a bit…Asuka, can you tell the difference between a guy and a girl?

Asuka: Mein Gott! Give it a rest, it was just a mistake, anyone could make that mistake!!!

Inez: How was your talk with Michiru then?

Kikuchi: Rather informative. She told us information about the victim Mimi being a mayoral candidate, and the two other people against her, both of them are suspects.

Bean: Seto Kaiba and Akiko Natsume.

Videl: So that would be a logical next base of inquiry right?

Junpei: We’re really getting to this, more than I expected…

Leon: I guess this atmosphere, you just get into.

Seta: Seems like we got stuck with the donkey work then…

Inez: Seems so.

Seta: I don’t mind it, I do it for a living, just seems like compared to you guys…

Leon: Hey, we had nothing to do…

Misao: Well…

Junpei: Oh, don’t worry about that Misao.

Anna: Hmm? Worry about what?

Videl: Oh, something we may have missed at the hospital. Misao thought she saw something but we don’t know if it was important or not.

Yamazaki: Important?

(But before the team can probe further, they get an unexpected interruption…)

(SMASH!)

(A pot has been thrown outside their conservatory window as Inez immediately stands up and checks it out.)

Inez: I think someone is making house calls for us.

(Inez quickly assigns Seta, Leon and Yamazaki to shift the glass pieces out and bag whatever was thrown. Seta quickly manages to bag the item as Yamazaki shifts the glass. Anna is at hand if anyone gets cut as the rest of the team waits for the verdict.)

Seta: It’s a pot, with another wreath and pieces of paper attached…

Yamazaki: They all have a suspect name and also the word ‘KILLER?’ on them.

(The killer is sending the team a message…)

Seta: To say today has been an eventful day would be an understatement. The first day is always eventful, but I never expected it to be this eventful…

Inez: This…killer…is obviously someone who has prepared his or her moves and is ready for anything that we can throw at him or her.

Anna: The incident with the pot…I think it surprised a few people and it really shot home that this game is going to have it’s fair share of surprises…and whether we can handle them or not is up to us.

* * * *

6.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(Every night, the teams gather round in the briefing room and discuss the evidence. The Lead Investigator heads it as the team of 12 sitting around a double table with Inez at the head of it)

(The discussion is the early suspects and what they know of them.)

Inez: So we’ve established that we know about people who may have been against Mimi, such as Seto and Akiko, but also we can’t take what Michiru said as a definite as she is a suspect as well.

Kano: With the information we got off her, she claims she withdrew from the race voluntarily, but now we’re not so sure.

Inez: Suspicious minds, but I agree. Now, we know that we are going to find out the cause of death tomorrow at the morgue as Team 3 have discovered.

Leon: Yes.

Inez: The case has just begun ladies and gentlemen, but there is plenty to digest. We need phone records for Mimi’s mobile phone would be helpful and we need to find out links with the remaining suspects…

(As the team finish up their conference, they are about to have their first briefing with the Chief, where what they talked about here will be put forward to the boss…)

* * * *

8.00pm

FIRST BRIEFING

(Shot of the 12 detectives sitting in their seats aside from the LI Inez who is sitting in the ‘LI chair’ at the front. The Chief, Sam Lockheart enters.)

Sam: Good evening!

All: Good evening chief.

Sam: Well, an eventful day to say the least would you agree Lead Investigator?

Inez: I would say that is a safe analysis Chief.

Sam: What have you found today?

Inez: Well, amongst other things, the main things we’ve found are two wreath like messages from we presume, the killer, the first was found by the team of Seta, Anna and Yamazaki, which had the pictures of the 16 suspects. The second wreath was found last night when the killer may have paid a visit and delivered the message personally. It again linked with the photographs and links one of them to be a killer.

Sam: You found something else delivered as well haven’t you?

Inez: Oh yes, we found a rather bloody notebook through the letterbox. We didn’t look at it because the pages were stuck with blood.

Sam: I have sent all bagged evidence to the forensics expert and they will be back with the results of all the evidence you collected. The notepad we believe asked belonged to Mimi and only contained one thing.

(Sam take a bag with a solitary piece of paper. A message, in blood, has the words ‘COMING OUT TO PLAY?’ on it.)

Sam: Leon, what do you think?

Leon: I believe it is a challenge from the killer to us to try and find him or her.

Sam: I believe so. The killer is playing a game, and you have to win it. Now, let’s look at what happened today. Three teams went out on lines of enquiry. 

Team 1 – Anna, Seta, Yamazaki

Sam: Team 1, Anna, Seta, Yamazaki, you stayed at the scene of the murder and picked up various pieces of evidence, including the aforementioned wreath. Did anything else happen?

Seta: One of the things we found was a mobile phone, which we presume could be Mimi’s or even the killers. Shortly after we found it and bagged it, it rang.

Sam: Did you answer it?

Seta: No.

Sam: Excellent. 

(Team 1 praised by the Chief, unaware that was their hidden test. So far, so good.)

Sam: That phone could have vital information whether it is Mimi’s or anyone elses. Now, since we know of the suspects, Team 2, which is…

Team 2 – Asuka, Bean, Kano, Kikuchi…

Sam: …you got a call from one of your suspects, although you didn’t know at the time, Michiru Ka’ioh. What did you find out?

Kikuchi: We learned that Mimi was fronting herself for mayoress, and that Michiru was once part of the process, but she claims she withdrew voluntarily.

Sam: I sense doubt. 

Kikuchi: Now we know she is a suspect, I believe maybe she wasn’t tell the whole truth. I believe her saying that Akiko and Seto were running against Mimi, giving them a motive, but…

Asuka: I guess it feels we can’t trust anyone at this stage.

Sam: Did Michiru know that Mimi had died?

Asuka: Did she?

Kano: Well, I believe you said to her she did, and she seemed shocked remember?

Asuka: Oh yeah.

Sam: (slowly) Right. Let’s move on. Team 3…

Team 3 – Junpei, Leon, Misao, Videl

Sam: You went to the hospital, but on the way, you found out that Mimi had died. Did you find anything out?

Videl: All we found out was that Mimi was going to have an autopsy tomorrow and there we could go and collect her belongings, learn of her cause of death.

Sam: Are you sure nothing else happened?

Misao: Um…I thought I saw something which looked….suspicious…

Sam: Did you Misao? Then why didn’t you stay behind?

Misao: I tried…but…

Leon: We dismissed it as nothing when we got back, thinking it may have just been anything.

Sam: Nothing is as it seems Leon. You should know that. In a murder investigation, no matter how slight something is, it could be vital. Remember that for the future, all of you. 

(Sam then indicates the paper again)

Sam: The killer is suggesting you to play. Let me remind you, that while you are indeed playing a game, the twelve of you are first and foremost a team. It is in your duty, nay, your responsibility, to focus on the case at hand and to bring the killer to justice. Deviate from this cause at your own peril. What you do unto your fellow detectives will be returned unto yourself. Respect your fellow and they will respect you. Withhold from your fellow and they shall withhold from you. Lead with respect and your team will follow. Lead with arrogance and your team will go astray. Cover your buddy’s back and they will cover yours. Abandon your buddy, and your team…and face the killer alone.

(Sam steps back)

Sam: Suspect everyone…trust no-one. I’ll see you at 9.00am tomorrow for the morning briefing. Dismissed.

(Sam’s speech seems to have clocked in some heads, as they have the night to think. Of course, read Inside HQ for any of those bits.)

* * * *

DAY 2

MORNING BRIEFING – 9.00AM

(We pick up right where we left off with the Chief left off, again, for the breakfast talk, see Inside HQ.)

(The 12 detectives are ready for this morning’s line of enquiry.)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning Chief!

Sam: Right, the first 24 hrs of a murder enquiry are crucial. So last night, we learned of the victim’s death, the 16 suspects available and a few pieces of evidence. Today, we are going to follow up on that. So, Team 1 – Anna, Seta, Yamazaki?

Anna/Seta/Yama: Yes?

Sam: Who do you think should you need to talk to most?

Seta: There a few people that we now know about, but I think the family may be important the most.

Sam: That’s true, and there are suspects in that family, right Anna?

Anna: (nods) I think we need to talk to the best friend Nuriko first and foremost…

Yamazaki: If we can also talk to Guile that would be a great help.

Sam: Exactly. The three of you need to head to the Tachikawa mansion to talk to Guile. Nuriko is also there, although last night, was reported to have drunk a bit too much at 8th Heaven. Try to get as much information about them as possible. Learn of their relationship with Mimi, and try to find out why they could be considered suspect.

(The three nod and write in their notebooks of what they have to do.)

Sam: Team 2, Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi. Yesterday, you talked to Michiru Ka’ioh. But now, you know that she is known as one of the 16 suspects. Go and see her again, and try to find out more information. 

(The team comply)

Sam: Team 3, Junpei, Leon, Misao and Videl. You have to go to the morgue where forensics are looking at Mimi’s body and diagnosing how she died. Learn everything about it, as this is vital to understand how she died, and also possible murder weapons involved. Also, collect any items that she left as evidence could be brimming.

(The final team take their notes and gets ready.)

Sam: Remember, suspect everyone. (smiles) Trust no-one. Off you go.

* * * *

(Inez makes sure the teams are all prepared and mentions to call her with any information, and she’ll keep them informed as well.)

TEAM 1 – Anna/Seta/Yamazaki: Visit Tachikawa home, interview Guile and/or Nuriko, find as much information as possible.

TEAM 2 – Asuka/Bean/Kano/Kikuchi: Visit Michiru again, and knowing new information, find more on her relationship with Mimi.

TEAM 3 – Junpei/Leon/Misao/Videl: Visit the morgue and learn about the cause of Mimi’s death, and also collect any belongings on her.

(Team 1)

(Shot of the van as the team head off to the Tachikawa mansion, a mansion as old as the Ka’ioh one, and currently the home of Felicity and Taruki Tachikawa. Living there also is the family bodyguard Nuriko and on duty for protection Guile. Mimi’s death has been hard on the parents, but the purpose is that two suspects live here.)

9.16am

Anna: We’re here already?

Yamazaki: Wow, time flies when you are having fun.

Seta: O.K troops, let’s head out.

(The team head out onto private property, and Felicity Tachikawa immediately notices…)

Felicity: Not now…

(But Guile patrolling outside, recognises them.)

Guile: Oh, you’re back.

Seta: I’m sorry about yesterday, I guess it was bad time. DI Noriyasu here, and with me are DI Reispegi and DI Yamazaki.

Guile: Bit young for inspectors aren’t they?

Seta: They are young, but mature and intelligent I assure you.

Anna: I know we seem an inconvience sir, but we need to ask you some things about yesterday, as I’m sure you don’t want to but…

Yamazaki: …it would be a big help.

(It looks like this team seems to have some co-ordination. And it seems to have worked as Guile relents.)

Guile: Very well. A US Force Major knows the rules and I accept.

Seta: Can we ask, is a man named Nuriko or Sho Ryuen here as well?

Guile: Yes…but I don’t think he’ll be too talkative. He got a bit drunk last night…

Anna: Can we try anyway?

Guile: As long as we can get him down, the guy is very strong.

HIDDEN TEST – WHAT TO DO ABOUT SEPERATING SUSPECTS/TALKING TO A SUSPECT UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCHOHOL.

(As Team 1 unknowingly ready themselves for their test, Team 2 are about to have a slightly more different inquiry than they expected…)

* * * *

(Team 2 – 9.25pm)

(Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi are heading towards the Michiru mansion for another word with Michiru. This time, they hope not to make any mistakes.)

Asuka: O.K, who is going to do the talking? We should just have one person.

Bean: I think Kikuchi, he seems the strongest at this.

(Asuka seems ready to retaliate, but before she does…something they don’t expect happens as they prepare to stop.)

Kano: Huh?

(Behind the house, a car speeds across at a hyper speed. The driver of the car we can’t see, but it stops, sees the investigator van, and speeds again. Fortunately, Kano sees the importance of the situation.)

Kano: Chase that car!

Asuka: What? Our inquiry is…

Kano: Screw it! It’s come out of the mansion, this could be big…

Bean: And if it isn’t?

Kano: Then vote me out now! MOVE! MOVE!

Kikuchi: Driver, follow that car.

Kano: Thank you!

(The van starts and the car speeds up as it drives slightly erratically. The van people get pushed around a bit as the sudden change of plans catching them off guard.)

Bean: This is more my style! A car chase…bring it on baby!

Asuka: Americans…

Kikuchi: Aren’t you part American?

(The team’s van follows the car throughout the countryside, almost losing sight of it a couple of times, as they head through a farm area. The chase carries on for another 5 minutes…until disaster.)

(The car passes through a farm area and stops. The driver throws something down a hill and carries on.)

Asuka: Stop, we need to find out what whomever that was thrown!

Bean: We need to catch him though…

(Their answer however is set when the car passes through a farm field, and a tractor then comes out, blocking the van from continuing to chase. Which means the team now has no choice but to back off, but also to find whatever the driver threw out of the car.)

Kikuchi: O.K guys, let’s get out.

(The team get their gloves on, looking for what was thrown. At the morgue, Team 3 are about to get more evidence than they may have wished for…)

* * * *

9.45am

(Team 3)

(Junpei, Leon, Misao and Videl, all dressed in their white suits and gloves, head into the morgue.)

Junpei: This is creepy…

Misao: Y-yes…

(After learning of where Mimi’s body is, they head to the area. Plenty of gruesome sights include someone wiping off a panel of blood and body bags put into frozen storage. Misao cringes occassionally but the team local Mimi’s body and the mortician involved.)

Mortician: Subject died of a head wound from one stab to the head, roughly 20 minutes after attack did subject die. 1.30 time of death, between 1.05 and 1.10 time of attack. Length of the head wound small, around 3mm but a long stab to the head. Subject also has suffered bruising to the back of the neck and to the stomach…and…

Videl: Yes?

Mortician: Well…subject also had intercourse in the 24 hrs before her death.

Leon: You’re kidding? (realising they have two kids in their team) So…(quietly)…she was raped?

Mortician: Possibly. Definitely before the attack. Of course, it could have been voluntary. We’ll have DNA testing as soon as possible and inform you.

Videl: Thank you…that’s helped a bit. Does she have any personal belongings as well?

Mortician: Yes…

(Videl is given her clothes, which Junpei and Misao bag and label. Also with her is a comb, a make up kit and a pair of earrings. The kids bag them as well as Leon and Videl thank the mortician and prepare to head back….)

(…but then something else happens.)

(As they are about to leave, two new suspects enter.)

????: Where is she?

(Entering the area are Lau Mao-Tsing along with Tifa Lockheart, Ah-Tsing looking pretty distraught.)

Tifa: Nothing is going to change now Ah-Tsing, we’d better…

Ah-Tsing: But she had…

Misao: Um…sorry but…

(The two notice Misao, the first to hear them as Ah-Tsing relaxes slightly.)

Misao: I’m DI Amano, can I ask who you are please?

Tifa: The inspectors? (smiles) Wow, what a cute girl. (kneels down and shakes Misao’s hand) I’m Tifa Lockheart, owner of 8th Heaven. This is one of my friends and co-workers Lau Mao-Tsing.

Ah Tsing: Please to meet you. I guess you’ve just seen Mimi.

Misao: Right. I’m afraid we can’t let you in.

(As the others gather, hidden test begins.)

HIDDEN TEST: DO THEY REVEAL WHAT THEY KNOW ABOUT THE CASE/LEARN OF NEW INFORMATION…

Leon: And they are?

Misao: This is Tifa-san and Lau-san.

Tifa: What has happened? 

Videl: We presume that you know what happened to her, but unfortunately we cannot delve into much further than the obvious.

Ah-Tsing: But…

Tifa: (sighs) You see, Mimi had on possession something of Ah Tsing’s which he wanted. It was a heart bracelet, it is…rather important to him.

Leon: I’m afraid that we haven’t been secluded with any items on Mimi so we are unsure if anything is there and we can’t ask you to come through for obvious reasons.

Tifa: I thought so. (sigh) We’d better get back, Madoka will be worried.

Misao: Um…is it O.K to learn about what the bracelet is about?

Tifa: Well…let’s just say that it’s important towards something that will happen to Ah-Tsing in the future.

Videl: If that’s the case, why did Mimi have it?

(Ah-Tsing keeps quiet, and indicates he wishes to leave. Tifa nods.)

Tifa: I’m sorry…

(But Videl is adamant.)

Videl: I’m not sure if it’s important, but if we can help, you need to tell us.

(Ah-Tsing turns and sighs)

Ah-Tsing: O.K…I’ll say just this. It was part of an engagement gift with my fiancé. However…Mimi acquired of it via blackmail.

Junpei: Blackmail?

Ah-Tsing: Right. At this moment, I don’t want to talk about it, but…

Misao: Will it be alright if we can talk to you in the near future then when things may have settled down?

Tifa: (smiles) I don’t see why not.

(The two says their goodbyes to the investigators and leave. The team leave shortly after, fairly confident on a job well done.)

Videl: We got the items, didn’t give anything away and got some information from two other suspects.

Leon: Also gives us a possible motive for Mr. Lau as well. 

Junpei: Yes, it could be a double bluff, he may have it if he took whatever this necklace is.

Misao: Well…if it’s missing, Anna-san and the others would have found it wouldn’t they unless…the killer took it?

Videl: (snaps fingers) Bingo! Now we have a piece of evidence that could lead to the killer if we find it!

(Their reasoning seems to be on the money. They call Inez back with their findings.)

10.15pm

(Team 1)

(It’s taken a while, but Anna, Seta and Yamazaki have finally managed to cajole a slightly hungover and still upset Nuriko. He and Guile have been taken outside…and they then make a conscious decision.)

Seta: (whispers) We need to separate them. Nuriko could get dangerous. I think two people to Nuriko and one for Guile. 

Yamazaki: (whispers) That’s a good idea.

Anna: (whispers) Um…who goes with who?

Seta: (whispers) Yamazaki, will you be O.K alone with Guile?

Yamazaki: (whispers) Sure, but why?

Seta: (whispers) Because Nuriko is dangerous. He’s strong and not quite sober…he managed to floor Videl yesterday, I think if Anna and me goes with him, we’ve got a better change of getting information.

Anna: Me?

Seta: (smiles) You’re stronger than you appear Anna, we know that. Come on…Yamazaki-kun?

Yamazaki: Hai!

Anna: (whispers) Are you sure? He might get one of his stories…

Seta: It’ll be fine. I trust him.

YAMAZAKI/GUILE

Yamazaki: I’m sorry to ask this, but what were your movements the time before the murder?

Guile: I know what you are thinking, and that is fine, because I’ve asked these questions and dealt with murderers. I’ll answer them fine. I had been guarding Miss Mimi for the majority of the time until she visited her tutor Hibiki Amawa, where she stayed the night. He’s one of her chief supporters.

(Shot of Yamazaki writing notes)

Yamazaki: What about when she arrived at the railway station?

Guile: I was expecting a call from her when she got back, but got nothing. I called her cell phone but received nothing. At that point, I left the house and went to the railway station to find her…which we did, and then you came here.

Yamazaki: So…you and Nuriko were at the house at the time of the murder? Did he actually leave the house…

Guile: Yes…although I never actually saw Nuriko actually exit the house…actually, I can’t remember if he did leave. He was there before I got there…so…

(As Yamazaki debates this new information, Anna and Seta have to be more cautious with a distraught and possibly dangerous Nuriko…)

Seta: Calm down Nuriko. This is very tragic we know…but your help can be a godsend.

Nuriko: I know…I know…but I can’t help it…(sobbing)…why wasn’t I there when she needed it? I knew she was in danger but…

Seta: Please Nuriko…

Nuriko: Why dammit, wh…

Anna: Nuriko…

(Nuriko turns as Anna kneels down to match Nuriko’s kneeling and collapsing body.)

Anna: We’ve all had turbulent troubles in our lives…I know I have…and this cannot be good for you I know. However…I know that you want to find the culprit and put him to justice…so please…

Nuriko: (crying) Miss…Reispegi…

(Nuriko hugs Anna as he cries. The girl is careful not to get crushed by the strong Nuriko, but is fairly comforting. Seta smiles.)

Seta: Nuriko…

Nuriko: (standing up) It’s O.K…I’ll tell you what I know. (wipes a few tears) 

Anna: What happened with you up to the moments of yesterday’s crime?

Nuriko: Let’s see…my find is a little foggy…I kinda…

Seta: It’s O.K, happens to the best of us.

Nuriko: But I’m sure that…well…I was at the house at the time because I was waiting for Guile to give me the order, but at the time that Mimi normally called, she’s very precise, she didn’t. I decided to go ahead of Guile…

Anna: Is there any way of proving you were at the house?

Nuriko: Um…er…well…I left on my own accord and I didn’t tell anyone…I guess not.

Seta: I see.

(Guile/Yama…)

Guile: I guess the only way to make sure he was there or not is via the logbook. However, I doubt they will let you in at this time. They are all very distraught.

Yamazaki: I see, thank you.

(As Guile leaves, Yamazaki heads over to Nuriko with Anna and Seta)

Anna: I guess that’s it. Thank you again Nuriko.

Nuriko: No…thank you two. You’ve helped me a bit, I just wish I could be more help.

Yamazaki: Are you all done here?

Seta: Yes Yamazaki-kun, we’re ready. Once again, thank you Nuriko.

Nuriko: O.K…thanks.

(Nuriko leaves…as the three head to the van…and compare notes.)

Seta: Nuriko says he was at the house, but admits that he doesn’t have an alibi to prove it.

Anna: I don’t think he did it, he’s too distraught.

Seta: Grief that he killed her?

Anna: I guess…but…

Yamazaki: Well, Mr. Guile said that there is a log book where people, both visitors and employees mark to leave and enter the house to inform of meetings and whatnots.

(Seta and Anna digest that)

Seta: Good going Yamazaki-kun!

Anna: Why couldn’t we go in though? We could have checked both their alibis…

Yamazaki: Mr. Guile said that they wouldn’t let anyone in at this time. Maybe we need to come later, tonight or tomorrow?

Anna: Maybe we need to call the Chief…

(The teams are allowed to call the Chief at times when emergency discoveries may be made, however for something like this…)

Seta: No, we’ll inform him when he comes.

Anna: But we could fail if we didn’t take the right action…

Yamazaki: Guile did say that he would be heading out tonight, maybe we should try tonight…it’s not always about proving the guilty…

Seta: …it’s about clearing the innocent.

(The team now get slightly worried of their actions. Speaking of actions, Asuka’s team are now getting a bit down and dirty…)

* * * *

(Team 2 – 10.30am)

Asuka: This I didn’t ask for…

Bean: Quit complaining and take it.

(Team 2 aren’t exactly enjoying searching for whatever was thrown, as a few nettle stings already prove for Kano. Whilst Kikuchi does a little first aid, Bean and Asuka are doing a bit more dirty work.)

Bean: Trust me, nettles aren’t nothing compared to bullets.

Asuka: And bullets are nothing compared to 40 ft Eva’s trying to kill you!

Bean: Yes, yes, fair enough…

(Bean has a hard time trying to bend down with his height and actually search. He’s good at removing the nettles though as Kikuchi and Kano rejoin the group.)

Kano: This isn’t fun at all…

Kikuchi: No-one ever said this was going to be fun…

Kano: You’re right…unfortunately.

(Asuka is trying to find the thing…but as the minutes go by…)

11.00am

(…she gets more and more frustrated.)

Asuka: Scheiss!

Bean: Calm down, we’re not giving up yet.

Asuka: Geez, we can’t find it!

Kikuchi: Patience is a virtue Asuka. Detectives usually wade in much longer to find pieces of evidence, so we’d better get used to it. We’re getting off lucky.

(Asuka gnashes her teeth and sits down, fed up.)

Bean: Cranky aren’t we?

Asuka: Do a PMS joke and I swear I’ll become a murderer…

11.38am…finally…

Kano: Got it!

Kikuchi: You found it Kano?

Kano: Yep, by the roots of these nettles…

(Kano has struck gold. Hidden inside the roots is a video camera. They’ve done the hard part…or have they?)

HIDDEN TEST – DO THEY PLAY THE VIDEO?

Kano: It’s a video camera, and there appears to be a video tape inside.

Kikuchi: Vital evidence. Let’s get it bagged and get out of here.

Bean: Huh? Like that?

Kikuchi: Sure, I don’t want to stay here much longer, as much as others do. Besides, we need everyone I think to watch this and I’m not risking wiping out any memory. Trust me, I’ve worked with digital cameras, video cameras are just as problematic.

Asuka: Whatever, let’s just get out of here…

(Patience may not be Asuka’s strong point, but they’ve got there in the end. The team head off, a job well done.)

* * * *

(By 12.20pm, all the teams are back, and Inez is certainly interesting in the car chase that Team 2 has to endure.)

Kano: So much for the line of enquiry!

Inez: You’ve certainly been kept entertained then.

Bean: And how…that was some trip, the aftermath wasn’t as enjoyable but at least we got the job done.

Asuka: As long as that never happens again…

Kano: We should be so lucky.

Inez: It has been interesting. Anna, Seta and Yamazaki got some good info, as did Videl, Leon and company. I think it’s been a good day. So, the video…

Kikuchi: I think the Chief has had it sent for testing. Maybe we’ll see what’s on it.

(Junpei comes out with a few candy bars. Following him are Misao, Yamazaki, Seta and Anna all with one in their mouths…)

Kano: I guess it’s fix your own lunch then…

Junpei: Oh, there’s plenty. Anyone want one? (shows the large amount of candy he always seems to have. Kano takes one quickly, as does Kikuchi. Asuka seems hesistant, but does so. Bean chuckles and takes one. Inez however…declines.)

Inez: So, we’ve been in a morgue, found some info, and learnt of a couple of motives.

(We now see on the whiteboard new circles for AH TSING, TIFA, NURIKO and GUILE. Ah Tsing is the most focused with Motive? – To take whatever Mimi had on her for blackmail purposes.)

Anna: We need to learn if we can get an alibi for Nuriko and Guile as well.

Inez: Right.

* * * *

5.00pm

(5.00pm…and Inez gets a phone call.)

Inez: Hello? Ah…right. Are you sure? O.K…fine, bye. (closes it) Anna?

(Shot of Anna, her cute face peeking out of the kitchen wearing a white apron)

Anna: Yes?

Inez: Get your team together. The Tachikawa’s are willing to let you inside the house.

Anna: Right!

(Soon later, Team 1 are back in gear, and heading out…leaving someone else to do the cooking…^_^)

* * * *

5.20pm

(The team arrive at the mansion. Felicity and Taruka are waiting…)

Anna: (bows) We’re sorry for the inconvenience and the hard times on you but…

Felicity: No…it’s O.K. If it means revenge for our daughter, we should be thanking you.

(The three enter the house)

Taruki: I guess we should be upset with Nuriko and Guile, but it was the fact that they didn’t go with her. Mimi was always stubborn…I just didn’t think it would end like this.

Seta: It’s O.K sir. The main thing is if we can clear your two workers here.

Yamazaki: Guile mentioned that you kept a log book where people, both visitors, workers, etc, entered and left the house. We feel it could prove their innocence.

Taruki: Yes, we have two. One on the front desk and one in the computer system. I’ll get on the laptop and doublecheck for you.

(As Taruka does that, Seta and Yamazaki go to the desk to find the log book whilst Anna continues to talk with Felicity)

Anna: Who do you think did do it then?

Felicity: I know she had a number of enemies…but Seto and Akiko…they are ruthless, I wouldn’t be surprised if they hired someone. Maybe that bitch Bulleta…

Anna: Bulleta? (begins hastily scribbling)

Felicity: She runs a little run down shop and is Akiko’s private home bitch as far as I know. She has the know how to kill…I wouldn’t be surprised…

Seta: Anna-chan!

Anna: Sorry…(calls)…yes!

Seta: Come here!

(Anna runs (quite fast of course) and joins Seta and Yamazaki in the log book, where they find…)

Anna: (smiles) I knew it!

(On the date of 30th July, at the time of 1.00pm – We see no logs…however at 1.15pm, hastily written (and 10 minutes after the murder) is the name ‘Nuriko-chan’.)

Seta: And as long as…

Taruki: I’m surprised as I didn’t see him, but Nuriko was here until 1.15pm, but Guile…well, weird, on this day, I don’t see his signature anywhere.

(The team check the whole day…and also agree. Guile’s name isn’t anywhere…until Anna spots something.)

Anna: Hang on a sec…

(Anna spots at 12.45pm, there is a scribble, but it looks like to have been rubbed out. Seta just about makes out W…F…Gu…)

Yamazaki: Interesting.

(The team have found two important discoveries revolving around the case. 1) Guile may have logged out 20 minutes before the killing happened (and tried to hide leaving) and 2) Nuriko was here 10 minutes after the murder, meaning…)

Anna: Guile is still suspect…

Seta: …but Nuriko has been cleared.

(The three high-five as the first suspect has been cleared.)

NURIKO CLEARED

(The three thanks the family for their time and head back, in a celebratory mood.)

* * * *

Inez: You cleared him?

Seta: Yes. Nuriko has been cleared, he was at the house until 1.15pm.

Inez: 10 minutes after the death happened. Also, we know that she died with a stab to the head, and also had sex within 24 hrs before she died.

(The team have discovered lots of information)

Mimi was killed with a stab wound to the head, and also had sex recently. Rape or just having sex? Nuriko has been cleared but Guile hasn’t. Did Guile lie to the investigators? Mimi was in possession of something Ah-Tsing wanted. Is this a motive for murder? They now have a new suspect to look into – Bulleta. The Tachikawa’s seem to hate her with a passion and duely suspect her. The team have found a video camera after a car chase. What’s on it? 

(They are about to find out at this briefing…and a lot more as well.)

* * * *

EVENING CONFERENCE – 8.00PM

Inez: I’d like to thank Team 1 for finding out vital information, and also clearing a suspect in case you didn’t know.

Asuka/Junpei/Leon: What?

Inez: (sweatdrops) I take it you didn’t know.

Asuka: No-one told us!

Inez: I guess it was short notice, but the others came in…oh well it doesn’t matter. The point is that Nuriko is cleared and is no longer a suspect as the team found out that he logged out of the Tachikawa family house 10 minutes after the murder, meaning he didn’t do it.

Videl: Well done you guys!

Seta: Thank you very much.

Yamazaki: That was not all we found out as well.

Inez: That is true. Anna, if you please?

Anna: H-hai! We also know that Guile tried to hide the fact he logged out at quarter to twelve, 20 minutes before the murder of Mimi, and also that Felicity Tachikawa heavily suspects the suspect known as Bulleta, a friend of one of the mayoral candidates Akiko…sorry, I don’t really want to use the words she used…

Inez: Understandable. Thank you Anna. Aside from that, we have other things that other teams found out. Team 3, you discovered how Mimi died and some other things as well.

Videl: Yes, we learned of Mimi getting killed with a stab wound, roughly 3mm in width but 8 to 10 cm deep, causing a haemorrhage in the brain, leading to her death.

Kikuchi: Not very pleasant I gather.

Leon: We collected all her belongings, and also learned that…(hesistant)…

Inez: Ah, I guess we have children here. Sorry, the child that I know back home would know about this anyway. Misao, Junpei, Yamazaki, will you be O.K with what Leon says?

(Junpei and Yamazaki nods. Misao also nods as Leon is allowed to continue.)

Leon: Apparently, Mimi had sex in the last 24 hrs before her death. We don’t know if it was willing or it was rape yet so it is up in the air.

Misao: And also…Mr Lau and Miss Lockheart also came, and trying to look for something they claim Mimi had on her.

Inez: Oh yes, which we believe could establish a motive for Ah Tsing. Team 2, you guys had an eventful day as well.

Asuka: We had to be involved in a car chase and whilst we lost the vehicle, we saw that the driver, whoever it was…we’re assuming it is Michiru as it came from the back of her mansion…threw something out. So after a LONG search, we finally discovered a video camera with a tape in it.

Inez: The Chief is currently analysing the tape and we should hear from him at the evening briefing. 

(The team are dismissed as they don’t know yet, that one person will be eliminated tonight….)

* * * * 

10.00PM – FINAL BRIEFING

(The Chief comes in for the late night briefing, the final one as a dozen troops.)

Sam: Good night to you all.

(The team mumble an affirmative as a lot of them are quite tired.)

Sam: Today, Team 2 discovered a video tape, isn’t that right?

Bean: That is right.

Sam: Want to know what is on it?

(They nod)

Sam: Let’s take a look.

(The video screen above the whiteboard now flashes and we get to see the video…)

* * * *

(Shot of the person holding the camera going through some bushes, poised and staying still viewing the train station. The sky is slowing darkening as the eclipse flashes.)

(We then see Mimi get off the train and seems to talk to herself. The person holding the camera moves towards her as she seems to about to use her cell phone.)

Mimi: Huh, what the…

(The screen blacks. The next shot we see is Mimi on her knees, looking hurt….)

Mimi: W-what are you…

(Her eyes widen and she screams…)

(Screen blacks again. Next shot is a bloody Mimi, spluttering and gasping for air. The killer steps back, and bends down. Blacks out again…but this time, replaced with a message from a disorted voice.)

Killer: YOU THINK THIS IS A GAME?

(Another shot of Mimi)

Killer: I KNOW WHO YOU ARE…

(Now a shot of the 12 detectives eating dinner yesterday when the conservatory window smashed.)

Killer: MEET ME AT THE ABANDONDED COAL MINE…

(Shot of a dark dreary mine, as bats squeak and rustles are made…)

Killer: MEET ME AT THE PETRIFIED FOREST…ALONE…TONIGHT…

(Shot of a white forest, owls hoots and foliage snaps)

Killer: ONE OF YOU WILL…NOT…COME BACK…

(Another shot of Mimi’s screaming face which freeze frames with a final message..)

Killer: COMING OUT TO PLAY?

* * * *

Sam: So, looks like the killer wanted to video the crime. What does that tell you then Videl?

Videl: The killer is challenging us to a game, and he or she is threatening to kill one of us at this game.

(Correct. This is the killer’s game. Every episode, two people will head off to separate locations. One of them will find an important clue. The other…will come face to face with the killer and be eliminated from the game.)

Sam: The killer needs two people to play the killer’s game. The first person will be picked by the group. The second person will be picked by the Lead Investigator. However….if your team passed your lines of enquiry, then you are immune from the group vote, although you can still be picked by the Lead Investigator. So, let’s see if you passed or failed…

(The room goes darker as the Chief now evaluates the two teams and passes or fails them.)

Sam: Team 1. Anna, Seta, Yamazaki. On Day 1, the three of you stayed behind at the crime scene where Mimi had been attacked. There, you found a few pieces of evidence, including the mobile phone. Shall we take a look at what you did?

(The teams are now surprised that their inquiries were taped, and they see each other in all their glory.)

* * * *

(After bagging the phone, the team hear a ring.)

Anna: Is that the phone?

Seta: Yes.

Yamazaki: Shall I take it out?

Seta: No…leave it there. If we answer it, it might wipe out any recent calls.

Anna: He’s right, best leave it.

Yamazaki: Hai!

* * * *

Sam: That was very good work. By not answering the phone, you remembered that it could wipe out any recent calls, which could mean that anyone who phoned Mimi before her death would have been erased, which could be disasterous. However, you’ve avoided that. Well done. On day 2, you visited the Tachikawa mansion, to interview Guile and Nuriko. 

(Another clip then shows)

Seta: (whispers) We need to separate them. Nuriko could get dangerous. I think two people to Nuriko and one for Guile. 

Yamazaki: (whispers) That’s a good idea.

Anna: (whispers) Um…who goes with who?

Seta: (whispers) Yamazaki, will you be O.K alone with Guile?

Yamazaki: (whispers) Sure, but why?

Seta: (whispers) Because Nuriko is dangerous. He’s strong and not quite sober…he managed to floor Videl yesterday, I think if Anna and me goes with him, we’ve got a better change of getting information.

Anna: Me?

Seta: (smiles) You’re stronger than you appear Anna, we know that. Come on…Yamazaki-kun?

Yamazaki: Hai!

Sam: Again, you did the right thing in seperating them. Also, Anna…you were excellent in calming down Nuriko.

Anna: Thank you.

Sam: Later, you were called again to double-check Guile’s story of the log book. You do so, and not only noticed that Guile could have left before the murder, you also saw that Nuriko left after it, meaning he couldn’t have done it. Because of this, we have cleared our first suspect.

(The Chief presses a button on a remote, and the 16 faces on the top screens now has one missing. Nuriko’s has gone, he has been cleared.)

Sam: Overall, the three of you did an excellent job. You remembered what I said, your teamwork was excellent and individual performances did shine as well. So Anna, Seta, Yamazaki, I’m passing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 1 – ANNA, SETA, YAMAZAKI – PASSED – They are immune from the group vote)

(Some of the team applaud the successful pass as Sam continues.)

Sam: Team 2, Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi. Let’s look at your line of inquiry. On Day 2, the 4 of you found the video camera. Although tempted, you decided not to play it. That was sound thinking, so well done.

(The team nod)

Sam: On Day 1, you went to visit Michiru at her mansion and had an interview with her. Let’s see what happened there.

* * * *

Michiru: My adoptive daughter has been battling illness for many years, she’s a brave strong girl aren’t you?

Hotaru: Momma-Michiru, thank you.

Asuka: So, you know then of Mimi’s death?

(At this, Michiru’s eyes widen. Haruka looks stunned and Hotaru turns in shock.)

Bean: I take that reaction as a no.

Hotaru: Mama? Mimi-san is dead?

Haruka: Is that true?

(Out of a hole and no way to climb out of it, Kano admits it’s true. Hotaru runs out of the room crying as Michiru sighs.)

Michiru: I’m sorry…I had no idea she was actually dead. 

Kano: We only just learned ourselves.

* * * *

Sam: What were you doing? Team 1 demonstrated how to separate suspects…but unfortunately you seemed to forget about the young girl, and didn’t ask for her to leave or for Haruka. Remember, Michiru is a suspect!

Asuka: But we didn’t know she was one at the time…

Sam: True, but you should have realised that the fact that she knew something about her attack as suspicious.

(They become silent.)

Sam: She never said she knew she was dead, only attacked, so your revelation caught them off guard. You need to break the news in the correct way especially when they are children involved. So, Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi, whilst some of you performed admirably, as a team, I have no choice. I’m failing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 2 – Asuka, Bean, Kano, Kikuchi – FAILED – They are eligible for the group vote)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 3, Junpei, Leon, Misao and Videl. On Day 2, you went to the morgue to find out the cause of Mimi’s death. You learnt many things. As you were leaving, you encountered Ah-Tsing and Tifa. Not only did you learn things from them, but you gave nothing away in terms of the case. That was very good. However, let’s talk about Day 1. You went to the hospital, already knowing Mimi was dead. Pointless? Let’s take a look.

* * * *

The person who has just entered is Akito Hayama. He heads to the reception. Videl, Leon and Yamazaki continue ahead. However Misao stops slightly as she notices something…)

Misao: Um…his hands…

Leon: Misao? You coming or what?

Misao: B-but…

Junpei: We’ve got nothing else to see. Come on!

(Misao eventually complies. However, if she had stayed, or if the team had stayed, they might have witnessed some information…)

* * * *

Sam: Well well. Misao indeed noticed something, however, Leon, Junpei, you talked her out of it and continued on.

Leon: We discussed this when we got back and felt that Misao should have brought it up, but we weren’t sure if it was important or not.

Sam: Listen, on a murder inquiry any bit of evidence, no matter how big or little, is important. And a detective has to have a keen eye. And I think bloody hands on one of your suspects is a bit suspicious wouldn’t you say? Whilst Misao may have been more assertive, the team overall failed to notice the signifance, so because of that, Junpei, Leon, Misao, Videl…I have no choice but to fail you on your lines of enquiry.

(TEAM 3 – Junpei, Leon, Misao, Videl – FAILED – They are eligible for the group vote.)

Sam: It is now time for the group vote. One at a time, you will come upstairs to the private briefing room, where you will register your vote to the person you wish to see exit the game, and also why. Anna, Seta and Yamazaki are immune from your choosing. 

(Sam leaves as the team contemplate their fate. Who will be chosen and why? Weaknesses as a detective, as a person or just strategy? Let’s find out.)

* * * *

ANNA

Sam: Anna, before I start, I will say I feel you have been the strongest detective to start with, so well done.

Anna: Th-thank you sir.

Sam: Now Anna, who do you wish to play the killers game…and why?

Anna: (thinks) I’m going for Asuka tonight. She’s not doing well for team morale, seems to have upset a few people today, and I believe she thinks she’s stronger than she actually is.

ASUKA

Asuka: I’m voting for Misao. She is clearly the weakest link of the team and the sooner she has gone the better the team will be.

BEAN

Bean: I’m voting for Leon. He’s a tough police officer picking on a girl half his size, when in actual fact it was his fault in the situation that his team failed.

JUNPEI

Junpei: I’m voting for…Leon, I felt he was being a bit out of place blaming Misao. It was collectively all our faults but his bossiness could be a problem here.

KANO

Kano: I’m voting for Asuka…she is too gung-ho and doesn’t think things through as much as she believes.

(At 5 votes, the score is Misao with 1, but Leon and Asuka have 2.)

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: I will vote for my teammate today, her name is Asuka. It was her mistake that we failed our line of inquiry not realising the significance of the girl Hotaru being there, and forgetting about seperating suspects.

LEON

Leon: I will vote for Misao…it is clear she is not suitable for this type of environment, both real or game.

MISAO

Misao: I will vote for Asuka tonight…I don’t wish to vote for anyone otherwise I would have voted for myself, but I vote for Asuka simply because I feel she seems to come onto my weaknesses more so than other.

SETA

Seta: I don’t wish to do this, but I think Misao needs to go otherwise her weaknesses could jeopardise our chances at catching the criminal. A lovely girl though, this choice is not to do with personality.

VIDEL

Videl: I will vote for Misao tonight. I feel she needs to go, simply as she is the weakest link.

YAMAZAKI

Yamazaki: I will vote tonight…for…

* * * *

(The Chief comes downstairs with the results, the 12 detectives eagerly waiting.)

Sam: I have the results of the group vote….(pauses)…the first person voted for, to play the killers game…

(Stare at the 12 detectives…)

Sam: …will be…

(Shot of Asuka, Misao and Leon…)

Sam: …Asuka.

Yamazaki: I will vote for Asuka tonight. She may have the right frame of mind to play it but she needs to consider everyone elses opinions rather than being a fireball.

GROUP VOTE:

ASUKA (5) – Anna, Kano, Kikuchi, Misao, Yamazaki

MISAO (4) – Asuka, Leon, Seta, Videl

LEON (2) – Bean, Junpei

(Shot of Asuka whose face is stone white. She doesn’t react.)

Sam: The second person to play the killer’s game will be chosen by the lead investigator. Inez, if you will step to the front and announce your decision.

(Inez does so)

Inez: I feel I need to explain my choice for today’s killers game. First of all…Anna, Seta and Yamazaki…I felt by your hard efforts and success in today and yesterday, none of you should go out to play which I agreed with. Team 2, which was Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi…after watching the clips and hearing from what I know, I felt that Kano and Kikuchi were very good for their team, and Bean, he brings that intimidation factor which I feel could be vital for the future. Asuka is already going, so it’s down to one of four people. Junpei, Leon, Misao and Videl.

(The four gulp)

Inez: Videl is among our strongest detectives. Physically and mentally skilled, she will bring a lot to our team in the future I am sure. She is staying.

(Videl nods)

Inez: Misao…despite what people seem to say, you are stronger than I think even you realise. You were the one that found the evidence and talked to the other two suspects. I think as long as we can avoid your shyness, you can become a fine detective. So you are staying.

(Misao (and half the group) are shocked, but Leon is the most shocked as he and Junpei await their fate.)

Inez: Which leads me to Junpei and Leon. Leon…it was your fault, no matter how much you say it. However, Junpei also willed Misao along, which makes you equally guilty. And from the inquiries and our meetings, I feel Leon is much more skilled because of his police experience…so tonight Junpei will be playing the killers game. 

(Junpei…is stunned. Inez sits down as a few look at her in surprise, relief or shock…some all three.)

(Sam resumes standing, this time with two envelopes.)

Sam: Inside these two envelopes are the locations for tonight’s killers game, based from the killer’s video we saw today. The Abandoned Coal Mine and The Petrified Forest.

(The choice is pre-determined. The Chief has no idea where the killer is lurking…)

Sam: Asuka…if you please.

(The red head takes the first envelope and rips it.)

Asuka: ‘THE ABANDONDED COAL MINE.’

Sam: Junpei?

Junpei: ‘THE PETRIFIED FOREST’

Sam: Good luck…I think…you are going to need it.

* * * *

(Room – yes we can find out where they are sleeping – Junpei, Yamazaki and Bean)

Junpei: I don’t believe she did that!

Bean: Neither can I kid…I felt sure that pompous idiot Leon was going…

Yamazaki: I was…shocked. I felt that was a bit unfair that Junpei was picked.

(Junpei begrudgingly packs his bags. Also has a bag to collect the killer clue…IF he’s picked the right place.)

Junpei: No sweat…I’ll be back.

(Meanwhile, in the girls room, Asuka isn’t pleased either…)

Asuka: Did you vote for me?

Videl: No.

Asuka: Who did you vote for?

Videl: Misao.

Asuka: Scheiss…where the hell did I get nominated?

Videl: Asuka…listen…I think the reason is because of your temper.

Asuka: Hey, don’t give me th…

Videl: I’M TRYING TO HELP YOU OUT! Anyway…if you come back, you realise that half these group may not be happy to see you, so…

Inez: …learn some tact.

(Inez, Asuka and Videl –sharing one room – now all together.)

Inez: You’ve got brains Asuka, but you must realise that you aren’t a one woman army. To win this, you have to make sure the group likes you…and you’ve got to make sure of the same vice versa, get along with everyone.

Asuka: Oh, they’ll see through this crap, no matter what.

Inez: Just remember that if you come back.

Asuka: I’m not dead yet!

(The two girls laugh as Asuka for the first time, genuinely laughs back.)

Asuka: Idiots…the lot of us. Well, I’ll come back just to haunt them!

Videl: That’s the spirit!

* * * *

(The detectives all gather at 11.30pm as they are about to head off to either get the clue…or get eliminated.)

(Asuka is the first to go, saying her goodbyes to Videl and Inez before heading off into the first van.)

(Junpei is next, and gets a more pleasant leave as most of the team says goodbye. Bean and Yamazaki both have a candy bar as well.)

(Again, Inside HQ is where you need to go to find more goodbyes. In the meantime, let’s find out who gets killed…)

* * * *

ABANDONDED COAL MINE – 12.00PM

(Both players are rigged with infra-red cameras to see in the dark, they have torches as well, plus have their bags in case they find the clue…and their backpacks…in case they find the killer.)

ASUKA-CAM

Asuka: This is great…

(Arrows mark where the players have to enter. Inside the cave, Asuka gingerly walks in.)

Asuka: I’ve never been scared before, I don’t intend to start now.

(A boulder then slams across the entrance, blocking her in.)

Asuka: (nervous) Of course…there is always a first time…

PETRIFIED FOREST – 12.01PM

Junpei: This is not rating on my ‘to do’ list for today…

(Junpei’s enviroment is leading him through some petrified trees, as owls hoot, eyes glow and Junpei looks around nervously.)

Junpei: Definitely not what I want to do now…

(A skull protrudes outside one of the hollow trees, scaring the crap out of the Thunder Spirit)

Junpei: Must be brave…

ASUKA

Asuka: O.K, fairly straight forward…

(A cage falls back and forth with a dead canary inside…)

Asuka: Gas…great…I’m done for. Oh well, at least I’ll make a beautiful corpse…

(The first person that says ‘End of Evangelion’ gets a booby prize…)

JUNPEI

Junpei: Oh, this is not a good sign…

(Junpei seems to have been led into a graveyard area.)

Junpei: I’m gonna be buried aren’t I?

(A bat flies by as Junpei is forced to duck…)

Junpei: O.K arrows, where are you?

* * * *

(At this point, a cut shot is made as someone with a green light follows one of the areas. It differs in between slow motion and fast forward so we can’t tell the difference where this person is going.)

(Cue dramatic music…more so as ‘Hallejuah’ suddenly plays in Asuka’s area…)

Asuka: Oh Jesus…what the hell?

(The music begins to play more as Junpei hears ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ as he heads to what appears to be a hut…)

Junpei: Oh dear…

Asuka: Come on out then!

(Asuka heads towards an abandonded cart on rails. There we see something attached to a thread…)

(On a table in the hut, there is something there as Junpei reaches for it…)

(The green light flares more…)

(More dramatic music…)

Asuka: What the…AAARRRGGGHHH!

Junpei: ARRRRRGGGHHHH!

* * * *

(One of the vans has returned as inside the briefing room, although it’s nearly 12.45pm, all of them up, tired but awaiting the result.)

(The room darkens blue as the double doors open…)

(…and it’s…)

Asuka: Miss me?

(There are cheers as some of the team are glad to have her back, like Inez and Leon, but some aren’t so happy, as Bean openly shakes his head.)

Inez: You O.K?

Asuka: I’ve been through worse, trust me.

(Asuka has survived the first killer’s game…Junpei has not. How does this effect the next day of enquiries? Find out next time on The Murder Game)

* * * *

Turn to Inside HQ now to find out;

Who Bean and Kikuchi have dubbed ‘The Sweethearts?’ Find out who is talking behind who’s back as various problems begin to surface in the team. Find out what happened on the killer’s game, and find out the killer clue which Asuka brought back. 

And next time on The Murder Game…

The third mansion of Macaba is given a talking through as many suspects get interrogated. The mayor candidates give the teams a rough time. 7th Heaven where Nuriko drank the night before gives the team some important new evidence… The murder weapon search begins as the swordsman club are interrogated. And is Bulleta as crazed as she appears? 

* * * *

And a long ride to get there, but this epic has begun and I hope you liked it.

Junpei was my first pick to go, but the way he was gone brings new questions. Junpei didn’t receive a vote in the group stage, making Inez’ choice seem more strange. Will we have some answers? Hell yeah…

Forgive me Frontier fans (by the sounds of things, that’s about 3 of you…) but that’s my choice. 

Tune in 2 weeks where the next installment comes and don’t forgot, there is also a true Murder Game for all readers. Just e-mail me and ask if you can enter as up till next episode, you can still enter the Murder Game Online.

So until next time…suspect everyone. Trust no-one.

MURDER GAME 

Episode 2

After the thrill that was the first episode, we’ve eliminated one suspect and really eliminated one detective from the game. That makes 11 left, and another one will go by the end of the episode.

I hope you are all playing at home as well…that’s half the fun of writing the fic, to see how people are looking for clues and reacting to suspects. 

O.K, let’s go!

*   *   *   *

LAST TIME ON THE MURDER GAME… 

(Shots both together and single of the 12 detectives arriving in the makeshift town of Macaba, the site of the murder)

Chromus (VO): Twelve amateur detectives took on the task of solving a gruesome mystery where only moments ago, Mimi Tachikawa had been murdered.

Mimi: W-what are you… 

(Her eyes widen and she screams…)

Chromus (VO): The teams were thrown in at the deep end, and whilst some took to the early days like ducks to water, clearing a suspect along the way…

Anna: (smiles) I knew it! 

(On the date of 30th July, at the time of 1.00pm – We see no logs…however at 1.15pm, hastily written (and 10 minutes after the murder) is the name ‘Nuriko-chan’.)

Seta: And as long as…

Taruki: I’m surprised as I didn’t see him, but Nuriko was here until 1.15pm, but Guile…well, weird, on this day, I don’t see his signature anywhere.

(The team check the whole day…and also agree. Guile’s name isn’t anywhere…until Anna spots something.)

Anna: Hang on a sec…

(Anna spots at 12.45pm, there is a scribble, but it looks like to have been rubbed out. Seta just about makes out W…F…Gu…)

Yamazaki: Interesting.

Chromus: …others didn’t have as much luck.

Misao: Are you sure…it was O.K to leave? 

Videl: Don’t worry sweetie, there was nothing of interest until tomorrow.

(Misao is still unsure about to tell them about what she saw just as they were leaving. Junpei notices her look…)

Junpei: Misao-chan?

Misao: Um…well…

Leon: Huh?

Inez: Was there something else there that you saw Misao?

Misao: As we were leaving…I saw someone come in, and he looked like he was out for…

Videl: Hold it, that could be anyone.

Misao: His hands…they were…

(Misao points to the bloodied bag. Leon’s eyes widen)

Leon: And you didn’t say anything?!

Chromus: Although not her fault, Misao’s ‘mistake’ combined by her shyness seemed to send her to the wolves…however, someone else made an even better spectacle…and Asuka Sohryu was chosen by the group after her brashness, attitude and rudeness had given almost half the team enough headaches. 

Inez: This leads me to Junpei and Leon. Leon…it was your fault, no matter how much you say it. However, Junpei also willed Misao along, which makes you equally guilty. And from the inquiries and our meetings, I feel Leon is much more skilled because of his police experience…so tonight Junpei will be playing the killers game. 

Chromus: Inez surprised everyone by picking Junpei…and the team’s luck didn’t help when he was caught by the killer…

Asuka: Miss me? 

Chromus: …and Asuka returned. One down, 11 to go.

*   *   *   *

Inez: My strategy is starting. I hope to eliminate the weakest players, I especially feel that the children are easier to eliminate and I feel Yamazaki and Misao will fail more often than not, always getting them a chance in the killer’s game.

Yamazaki: I don’t know what happened, but Inez showed that anything can happen, and it’s time we realised that…but she’d better as well.

Asuka: (chuffed) Well, I’m back, and I’m better than ever. I know now that this game is lethal, and I realise I may need to hold back my pride slightly, but this is a sign, I know I can win now!

9.00am – MORNING BRIEFING

(The Chief, Sam Lockhart, enters where the team is waiting. They will be working in new teams today, and also there will be a new Lead Investigator…chosen by the person who was eliminated the other night by the killer. But first…)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief…

Sam: Last night, unfortunately, Junpei was eliminated by the killer…and I received an anonymous letter last night. I shall read it now.

‘HA HA HA! So the thunder thinks he could hold out to me? Shows him right, I hope the marks in his chubby stomach and neck prove that you can’t escape me. Another one of you will fall to me in two days time, make sure it isn’t you…of course, you’ll never catch me anyway…’

Sam: Not very nice people are they killers? 

(A few sweatdrop, some just look a bit horrified)

Sam: However, Junpei left one last message, and this will determine who the next Lead Investigator will be.

(The screen above them flashes and Junpei is shown)

Junpei: Should I not return, I would like…Yamazaki, Takashi Yamazaki, to be the next lead investigator. He’s smart, funny, well into this case and I feel he’d be a good leader, and show that the kids are as good as the adults.

Sam: Yamazaki? 

(Yamazaki heads to the LI chair. He will soon decide the teams to go on lines of inquiries. First, the Chief will discuss what they have to do.)

Sam: The last two days have been crucial, you’ve found various information, clues and also cleared a suspect. All in all, I think you’ve done well. But you can be better, starting today. I got a phone call from the hospital, and learned that a Mr. Akito Hayama checked in to get his hands bandaged…but also inquired about Mimi Tachikawa. So today, one team will be going on to the third mansion in the town, the Sakizaki mansion, owned by a suspect, Yuri Sakizaki, and specifically their fighting dojo, where Hayama lives. You may also encounter a number of other suspects as well, so get as much information out of them as possible. Find out where they were on the time of the murder. Yamazaki, please choose just two people please.

Yamazaki: Two?

Sam: Yes. There will be 5 teams of two for this line of enquiry. So make your choice.

(Team 1 is Seta and Misao. They will be heading over to the Dojo to interview Hayama, and amongst others.)

Sam: Now, other information you found out yesterday. You found out about the parties involved in this election, so we need another team to interview one of them, and another to interview another. So Yamazaki, two teams please.

(Team 2 is Videl and Asuka. Team 3 is Anna and Kano.)

Sam: Team 2 will interview Akiko Natsume, who is staying at her HQ in town, where her security branch will let you in. Team 3 will interview Seto Kaiba, where his Macaba Duelist Quarters will be open to you, but beware. Neither of them take kindly to interviews, but learn of their motives and where they were at the time of the murder.

(The two teams nod)

Sam: Now, the family of Mimi heavily suspected someone. Can anyone tell me who that was?

Seta: From information, they seem to strongly suspect the girl named Bulleta, seeing how she has connections to Akiko.

Sam: Right, we need to know those connections. Team 2 – take notice of this as well. The next team will travel to Bulleta’s weapon shop, where you will interview her, find out what she was doing at the time of the murder and also if she has a motive for killing Mimi.

(Team 4 will be Inez and Leon)

Sam: Finally, Team 5 will be doing an interview with Ah-Tsing and/or Tifa, and also another suspect, Madoka Ayukawa, all of them work at 8th Heaven, a local coffee shop, bar and restaurant all in one. We now know that Mimi seems to have something that belongs to Ah Tsing, but yesterday, when we collected her belonging, that item, a bracelet, wasn’t amongst them. You need to talk to Ah Tsing, learn more about the bracelet, and where they were at the time of the murder.

(The final team, Team 5 will be Bean and Kikuchi.)

TEAMS 

Team 1 – Seta/Misao – Interview Hayama (and others)

Team 2 – Videl/Asuka – Interview Akiko

Team 3 – Anna/Kano – Interview Seto

Team 4 – Inez/Leon – Interview Bulleta

Team 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – Interview Ah-Tsing (and others)

Sam: Let’s now talk about the killer clue which Asuka brought back last night.

(Shot of the killer clue, a part of a necklace, with half of a circular jewel seemingly cut or separated in the middle. Engraved in that part are the words ‘THE OPPOSITE SIDE’)

Sam: What is it?

Misao: It’s part of a necklace.

Kano: It’s therefore not the item Ah-Tsing wants because he said bracelet.

Sam: Exactly. So this must be another link to Mimi that we are currently aware of…or is the killer sending us red herrings? We’ll keep this on file and keep an eye out there for anything that may link this to the killer. Remember…suspect everyone. (smiles) Trust no-one. Oh, and watch your partner’s back. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: Good luck out there, I’ll be here so call.

Seta: We will. Come on Misao-chan!

Misao: Hai!

Anna: She seems a bit better…

Yamazaki: I know. I picked the teams for a variety of reasons. Seta is a calm influence for shy Misao, and I know they’ll be fine. You and Kano will work together well, Videl is the only person I think that can keep Asuka in check, whilst I feel that Kikuchi can help Bean to survive.

Anna: What about Inez-san and McDohl-san?

(Yamazaki doesn’t say a word. Just keeps his grin.)

*   *   *   *

(The 5 teams all leave separately, to go through another day of inquiries.)

9.25am

TEAM 1 – SAKIZAKI MANSION

(Team 1, Seta and Misao head out, equipment at the ready. Along with Yuri and Hayama, other suspects dwell here, including a mayoral candidate, Andy Bogard, and also Excel Excel who seems to hang around here…)

Seta: You got everything ready?

Misao: Yes Seta-sempai.

Seta: Ah, that takes me back. Come on…

(The oldest and youngest detective of the group escape the van and head to the dojo where the mansion overshadows it. From the window, Yuri Sakizaki looks through a window…)

Yuri: Right…

(Yuri escapes the mansion and meets Seta and Misao half-way)

Yuri: Excuse me, this is private property…

Seta: Ah miss Sakizaki? Sorry about this, but I’m DI Noriyasu and this is DI Amano. We’d like to ask you a few questions.

Yuri: Oh sorry…I didn’t realise that you were the investigators. Yes, I expected you sooner or later…oh well, welcome.

Seta: We were hoping to speak to a Mr. Akito Hayama today, amongst other people including yourself, about the…unpleasantness of a few days ago.

Yuri: (sighs) Yes, I guess. However Hayama is still asleep, he was out jogging last night and didn’t get much sleep.

(This is the test for them. They have a specific line of enquiry and can’t take Yuri’s word that Hayama is simply asleep.)

HIDDEN TEST: Follow your lines of inquiry.

Misao: I’m sorry then…but it is very important that we talk to Mr. Hayama… 

Seta: Yes, we have some vital evidence on him and we’d like to hear his side of the story…

Yuri: (surprised) Really? Well…I guess…but he won’t be happy. Wait here…

?????: No need! Excel is here to brighten every morning!

(Another suspect, Excel Excel, has now entered the fray, the team, knowing that Hayama is the main cause but knowing their inquiry, realise they may need more than one strategy.)

Seta: Miss Sakizaki, if you don’t mind, if we can talk to you, Miss Excel and Mr Hayama inside please.

Misao: Also…is there a Mr. Bogard in the house?

Yuri: Andy? I believe he went out…although he didn’t say where.

(The team makes note of that, as they enter the house with a few mission impossible. To get Excel to sit still and to get information out of Hayama.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – Videl/Asuka – Interview Akiko Natsume 

(Team 2 are heading out to the headquarters of the Mishima Enterprises, where Akiko Natsume resides. As she works mostly, she stays inside her place rather than taking the long trip home. As a mayoral candidate, she is a top suspect for killing off rival Mimi. Videl and Asuka however must be careful.)

9.40pm

Videl: This could get ugly… 

Asuka: No sweat, we can handle anything!

(From the massive building, two guards as well as a camera watch them getting closer.)

Guard 1: Excuse me? No one can come in without an appointment.

Asuka: Here’s our appointment. (flashes her ID card) DI Sohryu.

Videl: DI Satan.

Guard 2: (nervous) Inspectors? I think there must be some mistake, we at Mishima Enterprises deal with the most safest of products…

Videl: (sweatdrops) Not that kind of inspector. We’re here to talk to a Miss Natsume about the certain incident involving Mimi Tachikawa.

?????: It’s O.K gentlemen, I was expecting them.

Guard 1: But Lady Akiko…

(Enter Akiko, a lady with a business suit on. Her hair is cropped a la Nabiki Tendo and is a very pretty lady in her early 30s. Her business walk may be a bit intimidating to most people, but to the daughter of Hercule and the queen of red head bitches (and that does include people like Rika/Ruki (Tamers), Misty (Pokemon) and Lina Inverse (Slayers)), they don’t even lose eye contact.)

Akiko: It’s fine, I expected it sooner or later, I was hoping later but I’ll take it now. Will you two young ladies join me please and I’ll help you as much as I can?

Videl: Sure, thank you.

(Asuka and Videl have entered the lion’s pit, can they escape it?)

*   *   *   *

Team 3: Anna/Kano – Interview Seto Kaiba   10.00am   (Team 3 have the unholy task of interviewing Seto Kaiba, head of Kaiba Corp and in his Macaba branch, has been trying to extend it with the election. The two young ladies won’t find this guy an easy interview.)   (And the security is even worse than Akiko’s)   Anna: I’m getting nervous…   Kano: I hate to agree but…   (They enter the gates, even though it says ‘CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC’. Immediately two goons in black and Mokuba Kaiba, Seto’s younger brother head out to intercept the two young ladies.)   Mobuka: Excuse me, this is private property, and…   Kano: Aw, what a cute young boy!   (The goons facefault and Mokuba blushes. Anna has the dignity to sweatdrop)   Kano: Sorry about that. Anyway, seriously…we’re involved with the Tachikawa case. I’m DI Miyazawa, and my colleague is DI Reispegi. We’re here to discuss with a Mr. Seto Kaiba about the incident with Miss Tachikawa.   Mobuka: My big brother doesn’t like answering questions…I know the situation but…   Anna: Please, it’s our job, we intend to not make any harm towards your brother’s reputation if that is what you are worried about.   Mobuka: (trying not to blush at two cute girls interviewing him) I know…but…   ????: Mobuka, what’s the hold up?   (The gruff voice signals the entry of Seto Kaiba, his trademark blue suit flapping about, a suitcase and a Duel Disk on his wrist. Of course, he isn’t happy.)   Seto: I see. Intruders and you haven’t dealt with them yet.   Anna: Er…not exactly Mr Kaiba. We’re from the investigative team about the recent events concerning Mimi Tachikawa.   Seto: Oh yes. (he gets a newspaper out and the headline is of course ‘MAYORAL CANDIDATE FOUND DEAD’) I read about this. One rival shot down.   Kano: That’s a bit…never mind. Mr. Kaiba, as you can understand the seriousness of this, we need to have a talk to you about the events.   Seto: You thinking I could have done it?   Kano: That’s not what we said, what we meant was…   Anna: Mr. Kaiba, if you don’t mind, we just need to clarify your events on the day in question. You aren’t the first to go through this, believe me, but we still need your help.   Mokuba: Seto…please…   (After Mokuba’s words, Seto finally gives in.)   Seto: Very well. But we’d better make it quick, I’m a busy man.   (Success at last…but how long will it last?)   *   *   *   *   Team 4 – Leon/Inez – Interview Bulleta   10.10pm   (Inez and Leon have to interview another prime suspect, Miss Baby Bonnie Hood, better known as Bulleta, at her weapon shop. However, when they get there, it’s not Bulleta they see first.)   (Shot as Minnie May Hopkins exits the shop as Inez and Leon exit their van)   Minnie: Geez, talk about pointing the finger…   Inez: Excuse me?   Minnie: Huh?   Inez: Do you work here perchance?   Minnie: Yes I do…if you could call it that.   Inez: Pardon me, I’m DI Fressange and my colleague here is DI McDohl. We’re here to interview someone named Bulleta about the recent attack and subsequent death of Mimi Tachikawa.   Minnie May: (sarcastic) Oh great, you are going to start pointing the fingers as well.   Leon: What do you mean?   Minnie May: Ever since the town found out, my boss has been the suspect of all the townsfolk, they don’t trust her…I know she owns a weapon shop and we supported Akiko but…   (Inez writes down as Leon continues talking.)   Leon: Well, we know the old saying, innocent until proven guilty. We’re here just to talk to Bulleta and to hear what she has to know.   Minnie: Oh…er…well, I’d better get you in…might be tough though…   (Leon looks confused as Minnie May knocks on the door.)   ???????: Password?   (Leon finally gets his note book as he overhears…)   Minnie May: Wolf got eaten by grandma.   Bulleta: Bingo! (opens door)   (To the surprise of Inez and Leon, Bulleta is no bigger than 5 foot tall, and looks like something straight out of a story book with her red cape and blond hair. If it wasn’t for the arrays of weapons behind her, she’d look like a cute Cosplay girl. But you don’t want to know what’s in her basket…)   Minnie May: I’m sorry Bulleta, but these two people say they want to interview you about the…unpleasantness.   (Bulleta does a bit of a scowl)   Inez: I assure you, miss, we are not accusing you of anything.   Leon: That’s right.   (Bulleta looks suspicious, but smiles)   Bulleta: O.K come on in, and do mind the bear trap…   (Minnie May chuckles nervously as the two do look down…just in case…)   *   *   *   *   Team 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – Visit 8th Heaven – interview Ah Tsing (amongst others)   10.30am   (The brains and the brawn team head towards somewhere where Bean is probably used to, a bar. There, the workers, the cook Ah-Tsing, the bartender (and bouncer) Tifa and the owner and jack of all trades, Madoka Ayukawa are currently working.)   (As they enter, there are only a few customers, although one of them is a familiar face, the first cleared suspect Nuriko)   Tifa: Ah welcome…   Kikuchi: Pardon me miss, I’m DI Kikuchi and this is DI Bandit. You met some of our colleagues at the morgue yesterday I believe?   Tifa: Oh, you two are investigators? (looks up at Bean) A bit of a difference…   Bean: Heh, don’t worry miss, I get that reaction a lot.   Kikuchi: We need to speak to you as well as Ah-Tsing about what he apparently has lost, and need more information as we can, especially considering your whereabouts on the time in question of Mimi’s attack.   Tifa: Suspect all, trust even less. I get it. I guess we can arrange some interviews.   Madoka: Tifa? Who are they?   Tifa: Sorry Madoka, it’s two investigators about…you know.   Madoka: Ah I see. Shall we close up?   Kikuchi: Not necessary, we’ll interview you one at a time if that helps with your work.   Madoka: Sure, just let me get ready. Ah-Tsing, you got that?   Ah-Tsing: (nervous) Er…yes.   *   *   *   *     

(For this we’ll switch from each team to the end of their inquiry…)

TEAM 1 (Misao/Seta)

(After a long push and shove match, Yuri drags Hayama’s tired carcass out of bed. Excel is just lying on her stomach doing an anime like melt. Yuri sighs.)

Yuri: This is how I live…

Seta: My condolences.

Yuri: Thanks.

Seta: If I talk to you separately, Misao…can you handle Hayama?

Misao: Me? He’s a bit…Erm…

Yuri: (chuckles) Oh don’t worry miss. He won’t hurt someone like you…

Seta: (intrigued) Why?

Yuri: Cause she’s cute!

(Misao and Seta sweatdrop)

Excel: Hey, am I chopped liver? (a light bulb goes off above her head) That reminds me, Menchi!

(The poor mutt hears it’s name whilst trying to escape from a window. Excel immediately gives chase as Yuri adds to the sweatdrops. Hayama from the door, calmly walks up to Excel and karate chops her in the head)

Hayama: Chop.

(Excel collapses as Menchi resumes trying to escape.)

Seta: I guess…we’ll interview her later.

(Seta/Yuri)

Seta: I’m sorry, but we’ve got reason to believe that you could be a possible suspect in…you know.

Yuri: (sighs) Fine, go ahead.

Seta: Where were you the time in question, between 1.05 and 1.15pm on the 30th July?

Yuri: Let’s see…that was a couple of days ago then. Was it when that eclipse happened?

Seta: I believe so.

Yuri: Believe me or not, I was actually asleep at the time in question. I had been busy trying to get a deal worked out with Andy Bogard’s girlfriend Mai Shiranui…

(Seta writes this down quickly as Yuri continues)

Yuri: …the problem is, the time differences between America and Japan aren’t pleasant and Mai is a late worker, let’s just say that. Anyway, I was up until about 4.30am and had a small sleep, and then went back to bed just after…(thinks)…midday, and stayed there for 2 hours.

Seta: Anyone confirm that?

Yuri: (chuckles) I was asleep, I dunno if anyone could come in and see if I was asleep. I guess peggy Hayama over there may have tried to sneak a peek, but I dunno. Ask Excel or Andy…not much of an alibi is it?

Seta: It’ll work for the moment.

Misao/Hayama 

(Misao sadly has the hard job of getting information out of a very reluctant Hayama…but there are ways to get info from him…ways that Misao may wish weren’t what she expected.)

Misao: So…we know that you were at the hospital yesterday inquiring about Miss Tachikawa…

(Hayama puts his hands close to Misao’s chest…)

Hayama: You wear a bra?

(Misao steps back and panics…and is about to transform…)

Misao: P-P-Pixy Mut…huh?

(Suddenly Misao realises that whilst Hayama may have been trying to cop a feel, it was something else which he wanted to show…)

(Shot of his hand, which have long cuts on the side…)

Misao: Excuse me…how did you get them?

(Hayama is quiet for a moment, but then responds)

Hayama: I had heard from someone that Mimi had got attacked.

Misao: And?

(Again, Hayama is quiet, but decides to speak more than one sentence this time.)

Hayama: I went out, smashed my hand across my plate and went for a walk.

Misao: When was this? 

Hayama: About…1.45. Andy had seen me leave then.

Misao: What about at 1.00pm

Hayama: (slowly) I…was…here.

Misao: (gulps) Any witnesses?

Hayama: (again after a while) No. I left at 1.45 and Andy came in.

(Misao writes down more info before Hayama speaks again)

Hayama: I’m still tired. I’m going to nap.

Misao: Wait, one more thing…at the hospital, why did you check on Mimi?

(Hayama is silent but finally…)

Hayama: Because she sucks.

(Hayama then leaves, leaving Misao to try and decipher Hayama-language.)

(Seta and Misao have left for the time being, with a few notes from two different suspects.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – Videl/Asuka – Interview Natsume

(The team have finally got into Akiko’s office (and both got a cup of coffee as well…) but their test is about to start.)

HIDDEN TEST: Spot visual clue.

Akiko: (at her desk) Well, what do you want to know?

Videl: We have to ask this I’m sorry, but we need to know your whereabouts 2 days ago on the 30th July between roughly 1 and 1.15pm.

Akiko: Let me think…I believe I was here from midday to about 1pm…and then I went out for a drive to see how my new restaurant was faring, Akie’s Senior…THIS ONE WON’T BE BLOWN UP I HOPE…

(Asuka and Videl look confused, but see that Akiko is looking at her two flunkies, Arisa and Kyoko, who have that ‘I didn’t want to be reminded of that’ kinda look.)

Akiko: You see, the 8th Heaven has become really popular since that Tsing fellow went as chef, and I was hoping to cash in on their business and ruin them by hiring an Iron Chef…money isn’t an option to me…

(As she talks, Asuka spots something interesting on the wall…)

Asuka: I can see that…

(Asuka points to the wall…a picture of Minnie May, Bulleta and Akiko with Arisa and Kyoko doing V-signs at what appears to be a fishing trip. Underneath it is a message.)

Asuka: ‘To Akiko-san, you’ve always helped me survive. Remember, I’ll always be ready to return the favour. Yours, Bulleta-chan.’

Akiko: (nervous) Er yes…well Bulleta-chan, and I are close friends, and that was like a fishing trip about 2 months ago. She usually protects my son Ryonsuke when that android-girl is getting fixed or trying to kill Eimi-chan…

Videl: (sweatdrops) Please tell me your joking.

Akiko: Oh sorry, Eimi is an android as well. Kaiba-kun and I were going to make an arena for them so they wouldn’t wreck so many towns, but that stopped when we were competitors for the mayoral election.

Asuka: Interesting…

(It looks like Team 2 have got an interesting idea in their heads. Speaking of Kaiba-kun, not even the combined cuteness of Kano and Anna is working behind his icy façade.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3 – Anna/Kano – Interview Seto Kaiba…

Seto: I’m afraid this line of questioning just doesn’t seem to befall me. Why would I even deal with that lousy little tramp?

Anna: I’m afraid that it’s standard procedure, sir, and we need to follow through…

Kano: We just need you to answer that one question Kaiba-san. Where was you on the 30th July at 1 o’clock onwards…

Seto: I was here on my computer, I was busy tracking down how my ‘rivals’ were back home. I need to get back here, but I felt this town would have been a good base to try and increase Kaiba Corp’s grip on the world.

(Anna sweatdrops as Kano writes down. However…someone else decides to pay a visit…but not in the way you are thinking.)

Anna: So, any proof?

Seto: There are my computers if someone like you can work that out…

(Anna is looking like ‘Dark Anna-chan’ and looks like she wants to retort…but…)

CPU: ‘WARNING. SYSTEM OVERLOAD. HACKING IN PROGRESS.’

Seto: Someone has hacked into my computer? Damn!

(Kaiba goes into and begins trying to debug the system. Anna, a computer whiz, offers to help but Mokuba stops her.)

Mokuba: Sorry miss, but we’d better let my big brother sort this out…

(Seto is gritting his teeth as the hacker seems very insistent…and then an all too familiar voice comes in the speakers…)

????: GETTING A BIT INVOLVED ARE WE NOW? WELL…SO WILL I. I HOPE TWO OF YOU HAVE A FUN TIME.

(It’s the killer. Upon the two screens of Kaiba, two new locations have appeared for a new killer’s game, The Mecha Factory or The Blood Bank)

(Finally, Seto seems to have managed to get things under control. He turns to the two girls.)

Seto: There! Is that proof enough? I couldn’t have done that if the killer hacked into my system!

(Possible, but here is where their test comes into play)

HIDDEN TEST: Does the hack give Seto an alibi?

Anna: I still think we need to prove you Kaiba-san. Do you have a laptop or something that you…(a light bulb goes off above her head)…did you send any e-mails during the time we suggested?

(Kaiba stops, and genuinely thinks…)

Kaiba: Hmmm…now that you mention it…I believe I sent one to Ishizu Ishtar talking about the origins of the God Cards, but I can’t be sure.

Kano: Right…I think we’ll be back to verify it.

Anna: Was it on a laptop?

Kaiba: No, it was on my master computer and it was via voicemail as well.

Anna: That means we can’t take it…we need to get back to HQ and get that checked out. Thank you for your time Kaiba-san.

Kaiba: Hmph.

(The two leave, with some important info. But did they find an alibi for him? Deduction Watson…)

*   *   *   *

Team 4 – Inez/Leon – Interview Bulleta…

(Well, Team 4 have made one possible murder deduction…)

Leon: You certainly have an array of weapons.

(This array makes the bloodbath of Battle Royale seem like a children party. Various forms of guns, as well as swords and machetes, crossbows and longbows, martial art weapons like bokken, shinai and nunchuku, sai daggers, quarter staves and Bulleta looking no more than 10 years old face wise smiling as they inspect the shop.)

(Whilst they are inspecting, they need to spot something hidden behind her.)

HIDDEN TEST – Spot visual clue/Link with profession and motive.

Bulleta: So I deal with weapons and I’m number one in the suspect department? Whoopsie doodle Mr Policeman!

Leon: Technically I’m a detective for now.

Inez: And we never said you were number one in the suspect department. What we do want to know however was that we are wondering where you were at the time of the murder, roughly between 1 and 1.15 two days ago on the 30th July.

Bulleta: Oh dear! Bulleta-chan can’t remember! That was when Miss Mimi got killed right? Akiko-san didn’t like her…connection maybe? No, not my Akiko-san!!!!

Leon: Er…yeah. What is your connection to Aki…

Inez: She didn’t answer the question Leon. Now, let’s try again. Where were you at the time of the murder?

Bulleta: (sing-song) Oh, I was out having a picnic with my puppy, of course, got a bit scary when that darkness came, but no matter. Made things better for me, shame it didn’t last, no-one wanted to play Murder in the Dark with me…

Leon: Someone did. Mimi…

Bulleta: See? You do think it was me!

(Bulleta’s talking seem to be taking it’s toll as they haven’t recognised the poster in the back, which could give her a proper motive…)

Inez: So, you work for Akiko Natsume?

Bulleta: Hai! She lets me test out my new guns and weapons. Minnie May-chan’s bombs as well, wai! Wai!

Inez: So you supported her at the election of course. 

Bulleta: Well of course! Duh!

Inez: Right. I think that’s it for now. Leon?

Leon: Huh? Oh yeah sure.

(Looks like a few people have been swimming with psychos today…)

*   *   *   *

(Team 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – Interview Ah-Tsing and other 8th Heaven residents)

(The team have already separated the suspects, but they now have another test to worry about.)

HIDDEN TEST – Learn of vital information which could clear one or many of the 8th Heaven residents

(We can see in a back room, Kikuchi is interviewing Ah-Tsing whilst Bean in the kitchen area is having a talk with Ah-Tsing)

Kikuchi: We learned yesterday that Mimi was in possession of an important item of yours, correct?

Ah-Tsing: Yes…my bracelet. It’s a jade-based emerald bracelet that has a lot of symbolism in my native China.

Kikuchi: I see, and you said to my colleagues that it was an engagement gift to your fiancé?

Ah-Tsing: Yes, her name is Meirii. We were engaged 3 months ago, and I came here to earn some keep, as this restaurant has a very good reputation.

(Kikuchi is thinking for a moment, before speaking again)

Kikuchi: You came here to work? Surely the money wouldn’t have been enough to help you.

Ah-Tsing: Oh, I have a deposit from the emperor of China where I did work as his chef. This was just to get a bit of my skills back in working order…

Kikuchi: (slowly) I see. Anyway, I have to ask this, on the time of the murder, which was 2 days ago on the 30th July between 1.00pm and 1.15pm, where were you?

Ah-Tsing: You suspect me? Well…I guess that’s natural…but to answer your question, I believe I was here working with Tifa and Madoka…I think I was anyway…I can’t remember.

Kikuchi: Anyway you can verify that?

Ah-Tsing: Not really. Maybe Tifa can help you…sorry I have a poor memory…

(Bean/Tifa)

Bean: I hate to ask this, but where were you on the day of the murder? It was about…1 o’clock until just afterwards…

Tifa: Let’s see…I believe that I was cleaning up in the back, and Tsing was there, I don’t know where Madoka was, and I can’t remember us leaving the place…but the problem is all of this has been a real rush to my head…

Bean: I understand miss. But I had to ask.

Tifa: It’s O.K…just my job.

Bean: Trust me, if you knew my real job you wouldn’t say that.

Tifa: (chuckles) The same could be said for me as well.

*   *   *   *

(At the moment, it seems the two stories cancel each other out, but Madoka, a new suspect may enlighten them a bit more…)

Madoka: It was during that eclipse wasn’t it?

Bean: Yes ma’am.

Madoka: I was on the phone towards my boyfriend and fiancé Kyosuke at the time in question…

(Kikuchi immediately notes this as if she’s telling the truth it could give her an alibi, but not a complete one…is there another way of finding out if her and Tifa/Tsing stories are true…)

Kikuchi: Can you remember if Tifa or Ah-Tsing were in the restaurant when you was making the call?

Madoka: I know they were on their break, which is 30 minutes, but I can’t remember if they were in the restaurant or not, they could have gone out, Tsing has been a bit secretive recently…

(Bean notes this as Kikuchi wraps it up)

Kikuchi: Thank you Miss Ayukawa.

(The two leave, confident on a job well done…or are they?)

*   *   *   *

3.00pm

(It’s 3 o’clock and they are all back at HQ, mostly confident on jobs well done.)

Yamazaki: So, everything O.K?

Kikuchi: I believe so. We got plenty of info from them, it’s just wondering if they told the truth.

Kano: None of us seem to have any clear cut alibis. That’s what makes this job more difficult…but at the same time more interesting.

Yamazaki: How are the notes?

Kano: O.K, Videl has been comparing stuff with us, so even if we were worried about Asuka’s reaction to us, at least we’ve got a cool head around there.

(Shot of Asuka and Videl looking through their notes…)

Asuka: I’m still surprised they lent us anything…

Videl: As I said, calm yourself down. They’re nice y’know, Anna, Leon and Seta were kind enough to give me those notes.

Asuka: Verstche! I don’t see why…

Videl: If you are going to survive, it’s your only option. I had to swallow pride in my life, you have to.

Asuka: Gah…Grrrr….

(Inez to group)

Inez: …that Bulleta is a weird one.

Seta: Oh, I don’t know if she matched up to Hayama-kun, Misao seems traumatized…

Misao: I’m not…honest! Just…embarrassed…

Seta: Sorry, I’m used to different type of trauma, usually resolving around a fist from Haruka or Naru-chan…or both at the same time.

Misao: You’ve lived some life Seta-sempai…

(Meanwhile, Bean manages to have a word with the LI)

Bean: So, you handling it?

Yamazaki: Hai, no real phone calls yet, I haven’t had much to do, and it’s been a bit boring.

Bean: No-one to tell tales to then…

Yamazaki: Ah, about tales…

Bean: (sweatdrops) When will I learn to keep my big mouth shut…

(In the kitchen, Anna hums as she prepares a sukiyaki dinner for the team.)

Leon: (entering) Smells good…

Anna: Thank you!

Leon: We shouldn’t horde the cooking duties all to you Anna. 

Anna: No, it’s O.K, I like it! Besides, it feels like I’m doing something useful…

Leon: What do you mean? You’re one of the better people around here.

Anna: (blushing) Oh, I’m not…

(As Leon continues to suck up…I mean charm Anna, let’s fast forward a bit…) 

*   *   *   *

4.50pm

All: Time to eat!

(The team all dig in to the large meat, tofu and vegetable dish. It seems to be a favourite of Kikuchi’s in particular, as he becomes more animated than normal.)

(Casual conversation fitters into the group along with discussion about the case, knowing that Yamazaki will have the conference in a bit. Knowing that Yamazaki will vote for them, they need to make sure maybe to ‘suck up’ a little bit.)

Videl: You going to be a bit more busy tomorrow Yamazaki-kun?

Yamazaki: I don’t know. I could do with answering the phone a bit more…

Inez: Well, it’s no matter. The choices are there and you have to take them.

Leon: Well, if we haven’t today, we’ve failed, so then the more difficult choices are around…

(As the dinner ends, the groups begin talking about each other…but you need to see Inside HQ to witness that.)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(Yamazaki begins his evening conference…but has a problem. Inez still thinks she is in charge, and it’s obvious that the adults are thinking they should take over.)

Yamazaki: …so Misao-chan? You said that Hayama had long cuts on his hands, hence the blood?

Misao: Yes, that is…

Inez: I feel that the cuts maybe self-inflicted if he’s telling the truth, or even if he isn’t, if he could be the killer.

Leon: A kid like him? I’ll be surprised.

Yamazaki: Maybe if we…

Seta: Everyone, I think we need to think all this together. If Hayama has cuts on his hands, could it indicate a struggle?

Asuka: I mean, how strong can an 11-year-old boy be?

Videl: Er…shall I introduce you to Goten? O.K, he’s even younger…

Yamazaki: (his smile slowly wavering) Everyone, if we could…

Inez: If Hayama is still high on the suspects list, what about his and Yuri’s alibis, I mean…

Yamazaki: STOP IT!

(The adults look at him in surprise)

Leon: Hey, she was speaking, why did you interrupt?

Kikuchi: (sarcastic) Gee, I don’t know. Maybe because all of you were trying to interrupt what he was trying to say? If we all one at a time have our own thoughts on the situation, maybe we can get through this without it becoming a free-for-all ego fest.

Bean: Emphasis on ego there Leon.

Inez: I was only trying to say what I thought.

Anna: But you interrupted Misao whilst she was going to say something.

(Inez stares blankly, not obviously realising that someone could dare to interrupt HER explanations…she seems to go white for a minor minute.)

Kano: Yamazaki-kun, if you please.

Yamazaki: Thank you. Now, let’s start again…

*   *   *   *

8.00PM – CHIEF CONFERENCE

(Sam Lockhart enters the main room for the evening’s final conference. He’ll recall the day’s events and see what the 5 groups have found out.)

Sam: Good evening!

All: Evening Chief.

Sam: Quite a busy day I hear. Team 3, Anna, Kano, you had a bit of a fright didn’t you?

Kano: Oh yes…someone decided to send a message to us on our enquiry.

Sam: Always expect the unexpected. Anyway, in case you don’t know, the killer inquired and gave us two new locations for tomorrow’s killer’s game. However, it’s your lines of enquiry that decide if you will be playing it. So let’s recap the day’s events. Team 1 – Seta and Misao, you went to the Dojo and Sakizaki mansion, where you managed to interview two members, not just Hayama as the inquiry said, but the owner Yuri as well. What did you find out?

Seta: From Yuri, she claims that she was sleeping after the eclipse occurred. However, as she was asleep, she cannot claim to have an alibi.

Sam: Exactly. So we can’t take on board what she says is the truth. And what about Hayama? Did you separate them?

Misao: Yes…Hayama was a bit…reserved…but…he did say about that he injured his hand by smashing a plate, and that he went running around 1.45pm. At the time of the murder, he claims he was here, and says that Mr. Bogard saw him as he went out.

Sam: You have trouble interviewing him Misao?

Misao: I guess…he was asleep but we managed to get some information from him after separating him and Yuri.

Sam: Exactly. Despite what people say, you must get as much information as possible, and as soon as possible. You did the right thing there you two, let’s see you keep it up. Team 2, Asuka and Videl, you went to interview one of the mayoral suspects Akiko Natsume. What happened?

Videl: She says at the time of the murder that she was driving down to visit her restaurant Akies.

Sam: Really? You think of following it up?

Videl: It’s something we need to look up that’s for sure.

Sam: Anything else of importance?

Asuka: Yes, she seemed very nervous when we spotted a picture indicating her ‘relationship’ with Bulleta. Especially as it seemed to indicate that Bulleta would do ANYTHING for Akiko.

Sam: Ah, suspicious minds. However, good work spotting that. The relationship we know of Bulleta and Akiko, and now we know there is at least some inclining of a possible…well, maybe Team 4 can explain that. Inez, Leon…what did you find out at Bulleta’s shop?

Inez: Let’s explain. Bulleta seemed to try and change the subject many times, and with her array of weapons she could certainly have committed the murder, or submitted the weapon to the killer. She says that she was on a picnic at the time of the murder, but I don’t know how serious she was being. She says she works of Akiko, I don’t know if Akiko would have got her to kill Mimi, but it’s a plausible explanation.

Sam: It may be more plausible if you found a real reason to claim Bulleta could kill her.

Leon: Akiko could have hired her to kill Mimi!

Sam: Any proof?

Leon: Er…well connections…weapons…

Sam: Unless you’ve got solid proof of a motive, you cannot make a claim. Bulleta is a suspect yes, but it’s not about proving the guilty, it’s about clearing the innocent. You need to remember that. Team 3? Anna, Kano…you had a nice surprise with that business with Seto.

Kano: I don’t know what freaked me out more, the message or Seto…

(A few chuckle.)

Sam: Seriously, what did you find out at Kaiba Corp?

Anna: Kaiba, at the time of question, says he was working on his computer, which if I’m right, would give him an alibi if he sent out e-mail at the time in question, and he says he e-mailed someone named Ishizu Ishtar from his master computer, but as we can’t take it obviously, we need to find that out from the computer networks if that was true.

Kano: He also claims that he can’t have done it because the virus was hacked into his system.

Sam: Yes, but does it give him an alibi?

Both: No.

Sam: Why?

Anna: He could have injected…

Kano: …the virus into the computer himself.

Sam: Exactly. Good deduction.

(The two high five)

Sam: Finally, Team 5. Kikuchi and Bean, you had three suspects to deal with. Did you deal with them according to procedure?

Kikuchi: If you mean we separated them and interviewed them without them getting information from each other, then yes. 

Sam: Very well. What did you get?

Kikuchi: From Ah Tsing, we learned about why he wants the missing bracelet and his fiancé’ name. He also says he came from imperial China to work here after already getting a nest egg of sorts, which I found quite unusual for someone like him to just be working in a restaurant.

Bean: I interviewed Tifa, and she didn’t give much, she said that the time of the murder that she and Tsing were working.

Kikuchi: Ah-Tsing also confirmed this.

Sam: And what about Madoka?

Kikuchi: She claims she was on the telephone talking with her fiancé at the time of the murder. Phone records could be the key here to clearing her.

Sam: That is true, but there is another way of clearing her, and the other two, if you noticed.

(The two look blank as Sam enlightens them)

Sam: Video footage. The place is rigged with cameras.

(Kikuchi looks up and sighs.)

Kikuchi: I saw one as well near Nuriko in there…I never thought.

Sam: You didn’t. You need to ask Madoka about using the CCTV footage and seeing where they were at the time of the murder. Fortunately, my boys have collected the footage and we’ll be looking through it ASAP.

(When the team makes a mistake in an inquiry, the Chief can send his boys in to collect the evidence himself. Shot of Jim Slica and Tom Greenville entering the restaurant and talking with Madoka before getting gold.)

(Kikuchi and Bean look in trouble.)

Sam: Been a very long day, and you just know it’s going to get worse. Tomorrow morning, you have new inquiries, including your search for the murder weapon. I suggest you get some sleep because it will be another long day.

(The teams seems on edge, especially Bean and Kikuchi. If a team fails their line of enquiry, they are up for the group vote, and could be out to face the killer.)

*   *   *   *

9.00am – Day 4: Next line of inquiries

(The teams are up, ready and not looking forward to the next line of enquiries. Sam joins the team at the front as he addresses them.)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning chief.

Sam: Today, we’ve got a busy schedule so let’s go through what we have to go through. I’ve just had a phone call from the Services Department and we’ve located the car that 2 days ago, was seen by Asuka, Kano, Kikuchi and Bean throwing the video camera containing the killers video out. Team 1, Seta and Misao, this is your inquiry. What could be in that car?

Seta: Evidence. Lots of evidence. DNA, blood…

Misao: The murder weapon?

Sam: Exactly. This car could be brimming with evidence. I want you, to get over there, and get what you can from it. Remember your training for a crime scene, and also bagging evidence. 

(Sam then addresses Videl and Asuka)

Sam: Team 2, speaking of the murder weapon, from the forensic report, we understand that the victim was stabbed. We now need to focus on people who could use a stabbing device. The first place springs to mind?

Videl: That would be the swordsman club.

Sam: Yes. We are interviewing a new suspect, Link. He’s the master sword expert and certainly would know how to handle a blade. However, remember what you know about the murder weapon and keep to the letter. 

(Next comes Anna and Kano)

Sam: Team 3, you are also interviewing a new suspect. Andy Bogard is meeting in the hospital to get a final check-up after some injuries he received. I want you to meet him there and get what you can from him. He is the elusive 5th election member and we need to learn what you can from him.

(Inez and Leon)

Sam: Team 4, you are going back to Bulleta’s shop and find what weapons could have been used for the murder, again, remembering what you know about the weapon. Also, look for weapon sales, very useful if linking with a killer…

(Bean and Kikuchi)

Sam: Finally, Team 5. You are going back to the railway station and conduct a rail search, and see if you can find the murder weapon. It may have been thrown on the rail, it may be destroyed, but chances are the killer wouldn't leave any traces of the weapon or any other clues so head up and down the rails and keep an eye out for any other clues.

(Sam turns and says the words he has to say in his contract.)

Sam: Remember, suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

(The teams all separate and leave at different times, some going early than others…)

Team 2 – Videl/Asuka (Swordsman Club) – 10.30am

Videl: We pass this, you’re safe…

Asuka: What about Yamazaki’s vote?

Videl: Oh yeah…pray.

Asuka: (sarcastic) Thanks for the words of comfort.

(The van stops outside the not so prestigious swords club, as the three members, Ryudo, Haomaru and suspect Link are all in kendo like outfits, but with un-kendo like weapons, Ryudo with his Holy Blade, Haomaru with his long katana and Link with the legendary Master Sword.)

Haomaru: (loud) HALT, THE MIGHTY HAOMARU HEARS AND SEES SOME FAIR MAIDENS APPROACHING…

Ryudo: (sighing) Why do I have to work with an idiot like this?

Haomaru: SO WHAT DO YOU TWO WANT?

Videl: Right now…earplugs.

(Link approaches them with caution. The elf-boy sees the Ids and nods.)

Link: Ah yes. The investigators I assume?

Asuka: You assume correct. DI Sohryu and DI (making sure to pronounce right) Sa-ta-na. We’re here to ask you Link a few questions.

Link: Just me?

Videl: Yes sir, it’s rather important.

(Team 2 is the first of the weapon searchers, as teams 4 and 5 also on the hunt…)

*   *   *   *

Team 4 – 11.00am (Arrive at Bulleta’s shop…)

Leon: She isn’t going to like this y’know?

Inez: I know, the fact that she may accept this as a real suspect advance. Best be careful.

Leon: Roger.

(They emerge from Bulleta’s shop…but to their surprise and indeed relief, Bulleta isn’t there, just Minnie May is.)

Minnie May: Oh you guys again.

Inez: Hello there, we was wondering if we could pop inside the shop…

Minnie May: That’s fine, but Bulleta went off. She had to go and see Akiko.

(At this, Inez and Leon make a note of it and the time.)

Inez: O.K, it doesn’t matter. What we want to know is…

(Team 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – Railway Station – 11.20am)

(Team 5 have a not so pleasant task of conducting a search of the rails, and seeing if they can spot a clue or even the murder weapon.)

Kikuchi: So how do you want to go through this?

Bean: We’ll split up and go each way?

Kikuchi: In the killers video, we saw the trains going…west in that direction, if we are to presume that’s when Mimi came back…

Bean: But the killer could have thrown it on either track…

Kikuchi: Yes. Never thought of that…

(Bean chuckles of the fact he outsmarted a genius. Back to original idea, they begin to secure the railway station once again, and begin a rather long search…)

*   *   *   *

Meanwhile back at HQ, Misao and Seta are about to leave, but Yamazaki, Kano and Anna are going through CCTV footage of 8th heaven.

(They’ve got through seeing Nuriko the night of the death drinking away, but they are trying to get 1.00pm and before…)

Anna: Why can’t these things have Kanzaki-san’s speed…

Kano: Shhh…we’re getting closer…

Seta: I’d like to stay and watch but we’ve got a vehicle to search. Later.

Misao: Bye-bye!

(The three wave to the two as Kano and Anna have to head out soon, but they are desperate to find the info…)

(…and pay dirt.)

12.45pm – CCTV Footage: 30th July

Yamazaki: This should do…

(Shot of the video, as Ah Tsing and Tifa indeed are washing at the back and we can see Madoka calling in the background. But then…)

Tifa: Madoka-san, we’re going to have a break now…

Madoka: (uninterested) What? Oh…sure…

(Ah-Tsing nods to Tifa and they head off together outside…much to the investigators interest…)

Anna: Did they lie?

Kano: Pretty much I think…were they covering for each other? In cahoots?

Yamazaki: Hold it, we’re missing a point here.

Kano: What?

Yamazaki: True, they’ve left so they could be able to do…well…but look.

(Indeed, those two have left…but Madoka is still talking…the team fast forward a bit, and at 12.52pm, Madoka has finally put the phone down.)

Madoka: Tifa? Ah-Tsing?

(Another couple of minutes…)

Madoka: (yawns…) Huh…customer…

(Shot as Duo Maxwell enters the Kissaten, smiling.)

Madoka: Duo, you alright?

Duo: Yep, just needed a break. One bowl of Chinese ramen please…

Madoka: Ah, bad timing, Ah-Tsing is on break.

Duo: Awww…and Bunnie has gone out as well…ah well…

(Hearing that, the team immediately note that info. The video continues before the team finally conclude.)

Anna: I think we can say we’ve cleared Madoka.

Kano: And made three suspects very…er…suspect…

Yamazaki: And speaking of suspects…

(Whatever Yama-kun. The point is that Madoka was in her bar at the time of the murder. She’s cleared.)

MADOKA CLEARED

*   *   *   *

(Team 1 – 11.45am – Seta/Misao arrive at the fields where the car where the video of the murder was thrown out)

(Shot of Seta and Misao throwing a police wire around the area to secure it as a crime scene…)

Seta: We’d better head there.

Misao: Mmm!

(By the van however, is a nasty surprise. A proximity sensor. What that means is that when someone moves within a certain radius, the sensor is triggered…and next to it…)

KA-BOOOOOOMMMMM!

(…a bomb.)

Seta: What the…

Misao: Kyyyaaahhhhh!

(The dust of the van is still fair away from Seta and Misao, but it blinds them even from a distance.)

Seta: I’m more used to my own vehicles blowing up…Misao-chan, are you alright?

????: MWWHHHHHAAAAAAHHHH!

(Seta looks and see a much taller girl in a very skimpy outfit, upside down, her head in the ground like an ostrich. That’s right fans, Pixy Misa is back!)

Misa: (muffled) The killer has NO originality! And could you help me out Seta-sempai?

Seta: I’ll never get used to craziness, I don’t care what anyone says.

(After getting Misa out, Seta uses his phone to call the fire brigade. Misa looks onwards as they wishes she had a water spell…)

Misa: Don’t suppose my Pixy Sexy Fire would work on fire?

Seta: Misa, if you don’t mind, are you going to change back or be like this for this stage of the case?

Misa: (English) WHAT? (Japanese) I have to let the fans see more of me, so HELLO EVERYBODY!

(Shot of people around, muttering either about the van or the girl’s skimpy outfit…)

Misa: (English in a megaphone) SUPER SHUT UP!

(That works…)

Misa: OH, this is no fun…very well…

(Misa transforms back to Misao with a flash of light…)

Misao: S-sorry, I guess I still change when I get scared…

Seta: Never mind, let’s just wait for the smoke to clear and see if we can find anything from that.

*   *   *   *

12.05pm – TEAM 3: Anna/Kano

(The hospital, not a great place to be, but Andy Bogard hopes to be check out of there…but first, Anna and Kano have to get a chance to talk to him…)

Anna: (at reception) Excuse me, do you know where a Mr. Andy Bogard would be?

Receptionist: Sure, but why do you want to know? Are you family?

Kano: Not exactly…DI Miyazawa and DI Reispegi. It’s about the recent attack.

Receptionist: Oh yes…Mr. Bogard. He’s in room 43. 

Anna: Thank you.

Kano: Right…

(They head to the 4th floor, and despite Kano’s protests for Anna to carry her, they get up there…)

Anna: Excuse me?

(The blond muscleman from Fatal Fury is just discussing with a nurse as his ribs are wrapped and a cheek has a plaster. The two girls are that though, and have to blush…before anyone asks, I dunno if Anna is straight or not, but she’s my Anna-chan no matter what!!!)

(Cue mass beating of author…)

Andy: Hello?

Anna: (recovering…just like I am) Um…Mr Bogard?

Kano: Sorry about this…we’re of the special investigator team, DI Miyazawa and DI Reispegi…I presume you’ve heard…

Andy: (sighs) Yeah, I’ve heard.

Anna: We’re sorry, but we need to ask you a few questions.

Andy: Well, I wanna get out of here as quick as possible, but I can last a few minutes I guess.

Anna: Thank you.

*   *   *   * 

TEAM 2 – Asuka/Videl: Interview Link

(Videl and Asuka have sequestered Link inside an office like room of the swordsman club. Now, let’s see if they use their information from what they have found out and use it as their test is coming up…)

HIDDEN TEST: Use knowledge of Mimi’s death to find possible murder weapon.

(Videl seems to be doing the interviewing whilst Asuka is searching around, wandering eyes prowling among the many blades on other.)

Videl: So where were you on the time that I mentioned?

Link: I can tell you, but I don’t see what the link is with me…Mimi did visit the swordsman club to try and get some votes, but our allegiance was to Andy Bogard.

Videl: Really?

Link: Yes. As for the time in question…I believe I did go out of the club for a moment, but not what you are thinking. I went out and I was going to Mr. Maxwell’s about tampering my sword to a Level 3 standard. 

Videl: Mr Maxwell?

Link: That would be Duo Maxwell. He works as a welder and has other skills, being a blacksmith being one of them…

Asuka: Excuse me?

Link: Yes?

Asuka: Sorry to interrupt, but have you got any blades that are thinner than this…

Link: (thinking) Well, we do have fencing blades, but they are all rounded off at the ends, aren’t really much use to us except for etiquette. Why?

Asuka: Just wondering. So you use the big guns then?

Link: Yes, it’s because all of us are used to them.

Videl: Have you got a checklist or something similar which lists all your weapons?

Link: Oh yes, we always get shipments so we need to keep receipts. If you want to look at them, fine.

Videl: Thank you sir.

(Videl and Asuka are about to double-check the story of the murder weapon, if their hunch is correct, then the weapon didn’t come from the swordsman’s club.)

*   *   *   *

(Team 4 – Leon/Inez – Bulleta’s shop)

(Leon and Inez have got in the shop, Bulleta away at Akiko's (supposedly) with a nervous Minnie May setting shop. The team have asked her about weapon receipts which Minnie May has let them look at. Here comes their test.)

HIDDEN TEST – Notice the key weapon purchased on the day before the murder.

Inez: You see, the murder occurred at 1.05pm on the 30th July, so any recent purchases before then would have to be considered suspicious.

Leon: Yes of course.

(Inez and Leon have to be careful in looking through, as this is vital evidence if they find something. Inez has a bag ready…as Minnie May gets a phone call.)

Minnie May: Moshi moshi? Oh boss…sorry, Bulleta-chan…you coming back now? (nervous) You done…that was quick…Oh…O.K, bye. (puts phone down) You’d better get out of here ASAP, she doesn’t seem pleased and I don’t think seeing you guys here again will help her mood…

Inez: It’s O.K, we won’t be long.

Minnie May: Please hurry…

(Finally Inez seems to strike gold. On the day of the murder there were no significant purchases…but on the day before…)

Inez: Look at this…

(At 3.20pm, a purchase of a knife thrower by Bunnie Rabbot is the only major purchase of the day…but Bunnie is a suspect and considering the nature of the killing, this puts Inez and Leon’s minds into overdrive.)

Inez: Right, a new suspect at the top of the list.

Leon: Let’s get out of here.

Inez: I agree with that.

(The two thank Minnie May before leaving. Not soon after, Bulleta comes back, as Minnie May hopes that everything was fine…)

*   *   *   *

Team 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – Train lines

(It’s long, arduous work…but work that can be rewarded as the test is simple.)

HIDDEN TEST – Find the clue.

(These two may take a while so let’s move on…)

*   *   *   *

Team 1 – Misao/Seta – Not enjoying the fireworks…

(The fire brigade have come to do their duty as Misao and Seta have to wait patiently to search the burning wreckage.)

Seta: So much for getting DNA…

Misao: (scared of the fire) This is not what I expected at all when I came here…

(After a while, and dons in their protective white suits and armed with bags, Misao and Seta try to salvage something. With the sky starting to turn a bit cloudy, the team also arm themselves with torches, intent on finding something.)

HIDDEN TEST: Find the one item salvaged.

Seta: Definite some sort of radius explosion…not much use, but if there are fingerprints on it…

Misao: Would the killer be that foolish?

Seta: I’ve seen some foolish people Misao-chan…heck, I’ve been one. And with these glasses and this rummage I can’t see a thing.

(Seta wipes his glasses as Misao keeps looking, her smaller size and 20-20 vision becoming a godsend here. And sure enough, she’s strikes gold.)

Misao: Seta-sempai?

Seta: Yes?

Misao: What’s this?

(Seta flashes his torch in the direction that Misao is pointing…and to the surprise, finds something he didn’t expect.)

Seta: Is that a GPS?

(Seta, bags it quickly as Misao is confused.)

Seta: A GPS is a device which allows you to search for anything programmed into it. This means it could be what the person inside wanted to destroy because it showed the movements of where he or she was going.

Misao: Really? We did it!

(Misao jumps for joy (cutely of course) as Seta shakes his head, smiling.)

Seta: That’s more like it Misao-chan. Now, let’s just check if there is anything else in this baby and get back to HQ…

*   *   *   *

Team 3 – Anna/Kano – Interview Andy Bogard

Anna: So someone attacked you the day of the election?

Andy: Yes, I thought it was one of Mimi’s goons…whoever it was good at martial arts if they could beat me…

Kano: You think Mimi hired whoever it was who attacked you?

Andy: Considering the terms we were on I wouldn’t be surprised. She threatened to blackmail me using rumours about us together to try and get me out of the election. With Michiru dropping out, I was the favourite, so Mimi obviously wanted a way…

Anna: Why just Mimi? Why not Kaiba or Akiko?

Andy: Because they would use more direct methods, besides…they had about as much chance of winning the town’s approval as Michiru does as getting a guy. (chuckles) If she heard that she’d either laugh or kill me. 

Kano: Huh? I don’t get it…

Anna: (blushes) I…d…do.

Kano: Huh?

Andy: Never mind. After that, Bunnie saw me and helped me get to town hall. As for the murder, well…I guess you can suspect me, but I was here for most of the time…although…

(Before he can continue, a nurse comes in…and a guest.)

Andy: Hotaru-chan?! 

Hotaru: Andy-oniisan!

(Hotaru smiles cutely as she hugs Andy…although why we don’t know yet.)

Hotaru: Hmmm…oh I know you…Miss…Miyazawa?

Kano: Ah, you remember me Hotaru? Sorry, we’ve been interviewing Mr. Bogard, we didn’t know you two knew each other?

Hotaru: He’s my big brother! (smiles)

Anna: What?

Andy: (scratches the back of his head nervously) I’ll explain. I kinda look after her when Michiru and Haruka are on business, they play concerts regularly so I look after her, as does Yuri. 

Hotaru: Yuri-oniichan and Andy-oniisnan are the best!

(As Kano and Anna have established a link between the Sakizaki group and Michiru’s group, their test enters as Andy is ready to be checked out, all his details are in the nurse’s report…)

HIDDEN TEST: Learn any key info from the report.

(Normally this would be easy, but the entrance of Hotaru may have disrupted the two girls. Let’s see if they can get on track.)

Andy: So where’s your mama and papa?

Hotaru: They’re outside, waiting to pick you up. They suggested I come up to you to ‘drag his carcass back to the others’…

Andy: (laughs) Haruka shouldn’t be teaching this to you…you’re too cute to say things like that!

Hotaru: (pouting) Oniisan…

(However, the two girls HAVEN’T forgotten as whilst Andy and Hotaru are talking, Anna and Kano have separated, Kano still with the two whilst Anna unbeknownst to Andy, asks the nurse about his report.)

(Before Andy realises what has happened, Anna is back with the two. Whatever she found out, she’s keeping quiet.)

Kano: Anyway, shall we leave you to be?

Anna: We’d better go out anyway…thanks for your time, we may be back in touch.

Andy: Sure…nice to meet you!

(Anna and Kano head outside, and another flash of brilliance (must run in the family) comes to Kano…)

(…as they go outside, Kano spots Haruka and Michiru in Haruka’s convertible. Kano waves, as the two recognise her from their failed enquiry two days ago.)

Anna: Sorry we haven’t met, I’m DI Reis…huh?

Haruka: Wow, she’s a cute girl.

Michiru: Haruka-san, you’ll make me jealous…

Anna: (sweatdrops but doesn’t freak out) It’s the Satellite all over again…

Kano: Huh?

Anna: Never mind. (to Haruka and Michiru) Anyway, can I ask you something Michiru-san?

Michiru: Of course.

Anna: What’s the relationship between you and Andy with Hotaru?

Michiru: Oh, Andy at the Dojo is like our unofficial bodyguard for Hotaru. Between him, Yuri and Hayama, there isn’t much that can get through them.

Kano: (thinking) So they all do martial arts? Interesting…

Andy: Sorry Michiru-san!

(Andy and Hotaru are now leaving the hospital as Anna and Kano decide to leave as well. At least it was a fairly pleasant interview…but what did Anna find out?)

Anna: Look at this.

(In Anna’s notes, she wrote down what she saw. ‘Mr. Bogard checked out at 12.30pm for an unknown reason. He returned roughly at 1.45pm, with his wounds seemingly reopened. Had to administer extra treatment…)

Kano: Crikey.

(Crikey is right Kano-chan. It seems that any hope of Andy having an alibi in the hospital has been cut by Anna’s snooping. And speaking of finding things…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 5 – Bean/Kikuchi

(It’s much later as the two have simply had to endure nearly 3 hours of searching. Both thinking of calling it quits, but eventually, Kikuchi finds what they needed to find.)

Kikuchi: What’s this?

(On the track, Kikuchi has found at first what seems to be nothing much. It’s part of something broken, a handle of sorts…but then he observes it’s closer.)

Kikuchi: There is blood…

(And even closer…)

Kikuchi: …(English)TY…OF DUO MA…’ (thinks) Duo…he’s not a suspect, but he has links to them if I believe. Is this what I need to find…

(Kikuchi then realises that nearby is something that may be attached to it, and then he puts the pieces together…literally…)

Kikuchi: These are parts…of a screwdriver…

(Kikuchi’s got it. And another murder weapon possibility has come. A knife thrower and a screwdriver…both form a link from Duo’s place…specifically Bunnie Rabbot, one of the suspects…)

RESULTS

·        Videl and Asuka have discovered that all the weapons are too big in length and width to constitute the unique wound suffered by Mimi in the swordsman club, ALTHOUGH it doesn’t discount Link as a suspect as he says that he went out to visit Duo’s shop.

·        Inez and Leon also strike gold with learning that a knife thrower purchased by Bunnie Rabbot the day before the murder. 

·        Bean and Kikuchi have discovered a possible murder weapon at the railway station, a screwdriver, belonging to Duo.

·        Anna and Kano learned that Andy lied to them and did leave the hospital during the time of the murder. Also learned of links between his group and Michiru.

·        The vehicle where the killer escaped in was destroyed, but Seta and Misao discovered a GPS system.

(Will all this be enough to save the teams from failure?)

*   *   *   * 

5.00pm

Yamazaki: Man, nothing interesting happened around here…at least I feel a bit more useful here…

Seta: I don’t mind at all, besides, gives the girls better chance to talk.

(Shot of Seta and Yamazaki doing the lunch, as all the teams are now back, as the rays of light outside dim slightly.)

Yamazaki: How did it go then?

Seta: I think we all seemed fairly confident…

Bean: I hope so.

(Bean enters)

Yamazaki: Ah, not ready yet.

Bean: Don’t worry, just getting myself a drink. (gets one from the cooler) We got that crap bagged but I hope it was enough.

(In the evidence room, shot of Videl, Asuka, Inez and Kikuchi looking at what everyone got, the detonator device, the GPS, the screwdriver and the receipt being the most interest.)

Videl: The GPS I would figure be the most important if we get can get the satellite signals of where the person, we presume the killer, was going.

Asuka: Yes, we need to get fingerprints and DNA off them as possible.

Kikuchi: We’ve been doing this with all the evidence, hopefully we’ll get some answers sooner than later.

Inez: I think the GPS is the most important, but knowing we could have the murder weapon here is vital.

Asuka: We’re only assuming it could be the murder weapon though…

(Leon enters)

Leon: This is still way too complicated for my tastes.

Videl: (sweatdrops) You’re not exactly showing to be a model policeman…(chuckles)

(In the recreation room, the ‘Sweethearts’ (see last chapter of Inside HQ) are also discussing their findings, although Misao is on the piano, Kano reading one of Anna’s romance manga and Anna on the exercise bike…)

Misao: (playing a tune) So…will we be O.K this time?

Kano: Sure, me and Anna are invincible and you hate Seta with you, he took care of you didn’t he?

Misao: H-hai. (smiles)

Anna: (not out of breath) It will be alright. As long as we’ve done our best…geez, I’m sounding like Kris now…

(The three chuckle, as dinner is about to be served, and a day soon to end for one contestant…)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(After last nights debacle, Yamazaki makes sure he has control as they discuss the day’s findings. First off, Anna and Kano explain a few things they found out whilst visiting Andy in the hospital.)

Kano: …I’m not sure how important this is, but because Hotaru is looked after by Yuri and Andy, they could be in cahoots in one way or another perhaps?

Anna: We know that Andy left the hospital before the murder happened and came back a fair way after, which puts him definitely under suspicion.

(Yamazaki then mentions something that the team may have forgotten.)

Yamazaki: We now have cleared Madoka Ayukawa of the murder as she was at the time in question at her bar thanks to information via CCTV footage, and was seen by Duo Maxwell as well.

Kikuchi: We need to talk to Duo badly. It was his screwdriver we found on the track and could be the murder weapon.

Inez: The other weapon as well that we’ve seen, the knife thrower, also links us to Duo, or more accurately, the suspect Bunnie Rabbot.

Asuka: We know that none of the weapons in the swordsmen club have the width of the blade used on Mimi, although that does not necessarily clear Link of course, as he said, he also has a link to Duo Maxwell as he went there, meaning he could have taken the murder weapon if it is the screwdriver or knife thrower as we suspect.

(One thing's for sure, we know who they need to interview tomorrow…)

*   *   *   *

10.00PM – FINAL MEETING

(…but for now, one of them won’t get that chance, as it is pass or fail team as the Chief Sam Lockhart enters.)

Sam: Good evening!

All: Good evening Chief.

Sam: Before we go onto anything, we now have conclusive evidence that Madoka Ayukawa was at her bar at the time of the murder and is cleared of all enquiries. 

(The team nod)

Sam: We also have the tests back from DNA sampling of the mobile phone, and we’ve discovered that the blood unfortunately was all Mimi’s and no trace of any killer’s DNA on it.

(Again, they nod.)

Sam: Finally, forensics at the morgue have told me that the alleged intercourse that happened with Mimi happened between 1.45am and 2.15am the day of her murder, meaning that the sexual happenings didn’t happen during the killing. And we also know from the DNA tests who did the act. Hibiki Amawa.

(The team write this down as another new suspect comes into play. Now Sam gets into the meat and veg, how did the detectives do on these two days on the job?)

Sam: Team 1. Seta and Misao. On Day 1, you were told to interview Akito Hayama. As you went to the mansion, you were confronted by Yuri, who informed you he was sleeping. However, you stuck with your line of inquiry, and managed to get the chance to interview him, as well as interview Yuri as well. That was good work.

(The two nod)

Sam: On Day 2, you went to a field where the car where the killer’s video had been thrown from, but before you got make an inquiry, the car exploded. After the smoke cleared, you had a search to make. Let’s take a look at what you found…

*   *   *   *

Misao: Seta-sempai?

Seta: Yes?

Misao: What’s this?

(Seta flashes his torch in the direction that Misao is pointing…and to the surprise, finds something he didn’t expect.)

Seta: Is that a GPS?

(Seta, bags it quickly as Misao is confused.)

Seta: A GPS is a device which allows you to search for anything programmed into it. This means it could be what the person inside wanted to destroy because it showed the movements of where he or she was going.

Misao: Really? We did it!

(Misao jumps for joy (cutely of course) as Seta shakes his head, smiling.)

Seta: That’s more like it Misao-chan. Now, let’s just check if there is anything else in this baby and get back to HQ…

*   *   *   *

(Misao blushes slightly at that spectacle)

Sam: You found a very important piece of evidence, which shows the following.

Chromus(VO): The GPS shows four spotted out locations of the map of Macaba, all circled in red. These locations are the Kai’oh Mansion, the Sakizaki Mansion, Duo’s Scrapyard and The Hospital. The GPS however was damaged in the explosion so that is all they could find out.

Sam: So Seta and Misao, you worked well together, you didn’t panic, you found plenty of information from Hayama and Yuri, not an easy task considering Hayama, and you found a new piece of evidence. Well done. So Seta, Misao, I’m passing you on your lines of inquiry.

TEAM 1: Seta and Misao – PASS – Immune from group vote

(Shot of Misao who is crying slightly of joy, as Seta puts a comforting hand on her head.)

Sam: Team 2. Videl and Asuka. On Day 1, you visited Akiko Natsume, and whilst you asked plenty of questions, you managed to get a key link between Bulleta and Akiko with the visual clue on the wall. The words on the clue, have you got that down?

Asuka: Yes. They are ‘To Akiko-san, you’ve always helped me survive. Remember, I’ll always be ready to return the favour. Yours, Bulleta-chan.’

Sam: Interesting wouldn’t you all agree? Anyway, on Day 2, the two of you went and interviewed a new suspect, Link. You were told though was the main focus was on looking for a possible weapon. Let’s take a look.

*   *   *   *

Link: Yes. As for the time in question…I believe I did go out of the club for a moment, but not what you are thinking. I went out and I was going to Mr. Maxwell’s about tampering my sword to a Level 3 standard. 

Videl: Mr Maxwell?

Link: That would be Duo Maxwell. He works as a welder and has other skills, being a blacksmith being one of them…

Asuka: Excuse me?

Link: Yes?

Asuka: Sorry to interrupt, but have you got any blades that are thinner than this…

Link: (thinking) Well, we do have fencing blades, but they are all rounded off at the ends, aren’t really much use to us except for etiquette. Why?

Asuka: Just wondering. So you use the big guns then?

Link: Yes, it’s because all of us are used to them.

Videl: Have you got a checklist or something similar which lists all your weapons?

Link: Oh yes, we always get shipments so we need to keep receipts. If you want to look at them, fine.

Videl: Thank you sir.

(Videl and Asuka are about to double-check the story of the murder weapon, if their hunch is correct, then the weapon didn’t come from the swordsman’s club.)

*   *   *   *

Sam: You got all your facts right. You recognised that all the weapons width were longer than what the forensics expert said on their report. Did you find any weapons on the checklist?

Videl: All the weapons actually had length by width diameter readings, and the smallest there was actually 5mm, and those were the fencing blades.

Sam: Well done. You did well you two. So Asuka, Videl, I’m passing you on your lines of inquiry.

TEAM 2 – Asuka/Videl – PASS: Immune from group vote

(Asuka smiles, though the relief is obvious in her face. Videl is more vocal in her relief with a big sigh)

Sam: So far, so good. I will point out if all teams pass one week, none of you will face the killer. Can you keep it up? Team 3. Anna and Misao. On Day 1, you interviewed Seto Kaiba. During your interview, the ‘killer’ sent a virus into Seto’s computer and because of this, Seto claimed it proved him to be innocent. However, you were smart enough to deduce that this was not a solid alibi, because Kaiba himself or one of his associates could have planted that virus. That was good deduction, well done. 

(The two girls nod)

Sam: On day two, you interviewed Andy Bogard, just as he was leaving the hospital. You also encountered Michiru, Haruka and Hotaru in this time, and found some useful information. But did you find out the big info? Let’s take a look…

*   *   *   *

Hotaru: (pouting) Oniisan…

(However, the two girls HAVEN’T forgotten as whilst Andy and Hotaru are talking, Anna and Kano have separated, Kano still with the two whilst Anna unbeknownst to Andy, asks the nurse about his report.)

(Before Andy realises what has happened, Anna is back with the two. Whatever she found out, she’s keeping quiet.)

Kano: Anyway, shall we leave you to be?

Anna: We’d better go out anyway…thanks for your time, we may be back in touch.

Andy: Sure…nice to meet you!

*   *   *   *

Sam: Who’d have thought you were so stealthy and sneaky Anna?

Anna: (blushing) Well…

Sam: So did you find anything out?

Anna: Y-yes…we found out that between the times of 12.30pm and 1.45pm, Andy checked out of the hospital without stating a reason. He returned roughly at 1.45pm, with his wounds seemingly reopened. 

Sam: You found out that, plus other things, like the connection between Michiru and her family with Andy and the dojo group. A very good day in all, which means that Anna and Kano, I’m passing you on your line of enquiry.

TEAM 3 – Anna/Kano – PASS – Immune from the group vote

(Anna and Kano do a tandem sigh of relief)

Sam: Team 4, Leon and Inez. On Day 2, you made a trip to Bulleta’s, and found that she was away at Akiko’s. You searched through her receipts and found that the day before the murder, a suspect, Bunnie Rabbot purchased a ‘3mm knife thrower with a detachable hook’. That could be significant. But on Day 1, your first trip to Bulleta’s, you interviewed her…and you fell into her trap. You talked and asked questions, but you didn’t link that she isn’t only a weapon seller…you must have suspected she was an assassin at one point, but you needed the proof.

Chromus VO: On the walls behind Bulleta, there were 3 posters, and two of them were of bounties hired by various people…including one by Akiko Natsume. One was of Pyron (where she, Donavan and Hsien-Ko helped take him down), one of Koshi Rikdo and one signed by Akiko Natsume of an assassination of a crazed mechanical genius named Anoki Ishida. All three had giant red ‘X’ marks on it.)

Sam: Not noticing that, meant you didn’t see the fact that Akiko has hired out Bulleta before in assassination work, therefore, could she have done it again? You didn’t pick up on that, so Leon and Inez, I have no choice, I’m failing you on your lines of enquiry.

TEAM 4 – Leon/Inez – FAILED: Can be chosen for the group vote

(Inez is pretty surprised, but Leon can’t believe it. Maybe with Inez as a partner, he would have got through…no such luck.)

Sam: Team 5, Bean and Kikuchi. On Day 2, you had an endurance test which made you go up and down the rails of the scene of the crime. After a long search, you found another murder weapon possibility, a screwdriver whose width, despite broken, also matches roughly 3mm, making it a likely candidate of the murder weapon. Well done. But let’s talk about your enquiry on Day 1. Whilst we recovered the information, and you did fine in your interviews, you failed to collect the camera evidence, which would have been your job. Unfortunately, whilst some mistakes can be given a second chance, you aren’t always that lucky. A lesson you need to learn quickly. So Bean and Kikuchi, I have no choice but to fail you on your lines of enquiry.

TEAM 5 – Bean/Kikuchi – FAILED – Are eligible for the group vote

*   *   *   *

(Sam now goes to the upstairs interview room, as the detectives (bar Yamazaki) now have to go and make their choice to play the killer’s game, one of two people who will go out. Yamazaki will choose the second suspect as Lead Investigator)

Sam: Seta, who will you choose to play the killer’s game and why?

Seta: A tough choice Chief, but I’ll go with Inez. I feel for someone who is so smart she doesn’t seem suited for this game at all, and for someone who I feel is so observant at other people didn’t notice the posters was a real surprise.

(Asuka)

Asuka: I will nominate…Kikuchi. He’s got so much brain power yet didn’t see a single camera? Unbelievable…

(Kano)

Kano: I will choose Leon as my choice for the killer’s game because he really doesn’t seem to know what to do. His style of policing is obviously very different from ours and he just doesn’t get it…

(Leon)

Leon: I will vote for Bean. Out of the 4 I can choose from, I can’t pick myself, and I believe he is the weakest anyway so, obvious choice.

(Bean)

Bean: I’ll vote for Leon. For a cop, he is very clueless of the world. I know cops in my neighbourhood who would probably get along with him brilliantly…

(Misao)

Misao: I will choose…Leon. I felt that he still thinks I’m weak, and whilst that maybe true, he hasn’t seen his own weaknesses in the game.

(Videl)

Videl: I will choose Bean Bandit because he is pretty obviously a weak link as Kikuchi did pretty much all of the work in their assignments.

(Anna)

Anna: I will choose Inez, because I feel she believes she couldn’t let go of her spot as Lead Investigator, and seems to forget that there are people not as smart as she is, yet she still fails the inquiries.

(Inez)

Inez: I will nominate…Bean. It was a tough decision between him and Leon, but I felt that mutual respect between myself and Leon held my decision, and I won’t go against it.

(Finally, Kikuchi…)

Kikuchi: My vote will be for…

*   *   *   *

(Sam comes down after Kikuchi leaves as the first vote for the killer’s game is about to be revealed.)

Sam: The first person to be playing the killer’s game…

(Shot of Leon, Bean, Inez and Kikuchi…)

Sam: …will be…

(Separate shots of the 4 victims…)

Sam: …Leon.

Kikuchi: …Leon, because he really needs to get a clue more so than others. Maybe this will help.

VOTES

LEON (4) – Kano, Bean, Misao, Kikuchi

BEAN (3) – Leon, Videl, Inez

INEZ (2) – Seta, Anna

KIKUCHI (1) - Asuka

(Leon’s face is in shock, like he genuinely didn’t believe he would be going out…)

Sam: The second person will be chosen by the Lead Investigator, so Yamazaki, if you please?

(Yamazaki steps up for his choice)

Yamazaki: Did you know choices were based on the decisions of Francois Choiseul of France? In the 18th century, his choices as a foreign minister changed the course of European History…

Sam: Make it quick Yamazaki.

Yamazaki: I feel tough decisions are that, tough, but today, I’m helping out a friend and have no shame in that and also joining what appeared to be a weak team together. So I choose Inez Fressange.

(Inez’ eyes widen as the rest either relax or look surprised. It will be Leon and Inez to play the killers game.)

Sam: Now, Inez and Seta, choose an envelope.

(The two killer locations, discovered by Anna and Kano, are ‘THE MECHA FACTORY’ and ‘THE BLOOD BANK’. The killer location is pre-determined and kept in the author's demented brain. The Chief has no idea where the killer will strike.)

Inez: ‘THE MECHA FACTORY’

Leon: ‘THE BLOOD BANK’.

Sam: Good luck. I think…you are going to need it.

*   *   *   *

Leon: I don’t believe it, why did those guys vote me out?

Seta: Look, it’s their choice as it was anyone’s choice last time. And before you ask, I voted for Inez.

Leon: Still pisses me off…I need some coffee…

(Meanwhile, Inez isn’t too surprised at her choice)

Inez: As soon as Yamazaki was chosen I knew I’d be up for it. After all, his choice was based on petty revenge for his friend, rather than choosing the weakest detective.

Asuka: Will you be back?

Inez: It’s a game of chance. You rode your luck last time Asuka, it’s my turn now.

(Back downstairs, Kikuchi and Yamazaki talk, as Yamazaki actually had another reason for eliminating Inez)

Kikuchi: That was rather tactful of you my friend.

Yamazaki: Wasn’t it? Sure, I could use the fact that she eliminated Junpei as an excuse, but the fact is she seems to want to be in charge all the time. She’s smart, yes, but her nature doesn’t make her as big of a threat as say, Anna, Kano or yourself.

Kikuchi: (smirks) Oh, I’m a threat now.

Yamazaki: (smiles) It was in a good way, honest.

(In the kitchen, Videl drinks some coffee as she contemplates the day’s events…and the votes.)

Videl: I made a mistake. I assumed that it was skill more than personality, but I was wrong. I thought everyone saw Bean as the weakest, but again, I was wrong.

(She takes a sip)

Videl: I’d better buck up my ideas.

(In the recreational room, Misao is half-asleep in Bean’s lap, as the courier for hire is probably more relieved than escaping any car chase.)

Bean: I knew that as soon as I escaped the vote I was safe. (chuckles) Guess I’m more popular than I thought.

Misao: …(half-asleep) Sasami-chan….I did it…

(Bean looks at the young girl and smiles.)

Bean: She’s an uber-cute kid. 

(In their room, Anna and Kano are in celebratory mood)

Kano: We can keep this up you know?

Anna: Yes…I just hope we won’t be considered to be threats…

Kano: Don’t worry about that Anna! We’ll come to that bridge and hopefully ride our luck…for the moment, enjoy the fact that we’re not going out into the abyss.

Anna: H-hai!

*   *   *   *

11.30PM

(It’s time. Inez and Leon have been equipped with torches, infra red sight and also bagging equipment for that important killer clue. One of them however, this is their last serenade.)

(Neither Inez or Leon have brought themselves too well towards the group, but they still get a fair few handshakes, as most are at least polite. Videl gives Leon a hug as well as the two police workers part for the moment as they head out into the darkness in separate vans. Inez to the Mecha factory, Leon to the blood bank.)

(For discussions as they leave, see Inside HQ. To see who is left in a bloody mess, read on.)

*   *   *   *

12.00PM

(MECHA FACTORY – INEZ)

Inez: I came here to get away from mechas…

(Cue the loud bangs as the Mecha factory is that, Mecha parts, as well as full designs. Some fall nearby Inez, but Inez doesn’t show much fear.)

Inez: This won’t scare me, I’m used to this.

(Something crashes nearby on a few crates. Inez cringes.)

Inez: Doesn’t mean I’ll like it though.

*   *   *   *

12.01PM

(BLOOD BANK – LEON)

Leon: A killer, a blood bank. Already the signs aren’t good.

(The arrows are marked in blood for poor Leon and he has to follow a trail of blood into the blood bank.)

Leon: Talk about your scenes…

(The blood then leads off…and Leon sees a butchered dog in the road, side of the head cut off, eyes removed and blood leaking. Leon turns away.)

Leon: I didn’t see that…tell me, I did not see that.

*   *   *   *

INEZ

Inez: O.K, let’s see what else we can find…

(The arrows point her in between various metal pieces, as Inez calmly manoeuvres round…)

(A gun shot is heard in the distance as Inez stops.)

Inez: I guess it’s starting to get interesting…

*   *   *   *

LEON

Leon: Well, at least I’m here.

(Leon enters the blood bank, and finds it in a mess, with ‘bodies’ on the floor in a pool of blood.)

Leon: I deal with boomer messes…not human ones…geez. (Sarcastic) A bit more realism please?

(A drip of blood from the ceiling as it hits Leon in the face…)

Leon: (nervous) I think I’ll shut up now.

*   *   *   *

(Cut to the ‘KILLER’S CAM’ where a green camera shot differs from fast forward and slow motion in one of the areas. As it’s blurry we can’t tell where the killer is…but cue the dramatic music.)

Inez: Come on, where are you?

(A boomer robot jumps out in front of Inez, startling the explanation lady.)

Inez: Getting worse…I sense a climax.

(Leon)

Leon: What could be worse?

(Cue worse as a trapdoor opens and slides Leon to a lower area…a narrow corridor in complete darkness.)

Leon: O.K, if anyone’s here, stop it now! Get it over with!

(Dramatic music increases as we have joint shot of Inez journeying to the centre of the main room where there is an Eva and an Aesti waiting, and Leon in a cramped dark corridor where the torch is his only friend.)

Inez: What the…(rapid gun shots from somewhere near…) this is not good.

Leon: Please…please…

(A cross shot of the two and suddenly…)

Inez: (a clang nearby) Jeez now wh…ARRRRGGGHHHH!

Leon: GAAAAAAHHHHH!

*   *   *   *

(One of the vans has returned as inside the briefing room, although it’s nearly 12.45pm, all of them up, tired but awaiting the result.)

(The room darkens blue as the double doors open…)

(…and it’s…)

Leon: I’ll be good from now on…please don’t let me go through that again…

(It’s Leon. He’s made it back…and looks exhausted and as white as a sheet. Videl catches the poor cop as they seat him down. The team are fairly quiet, either of Leon returning or his nervous condition.)

Videl: You made it.

Seta: Well done.

Leon: I think that experience is worse than any boomer hunt I’ve been on, and I’ve faced some big mothers. Please…I don’t wish it on anyone else…

(If the killer’s game is bad enough for one of the toughest people in the group, then some of the weaker minded are obviously not looking forward to it. However, Leon has survived the second killer’s game. Inez…hasn’t. Is this good or bad? Find out next time on The Murder Game.)

*   *   *   *

Go to Inside HQ now to find out the following.

·         After her success, Asuka is tempted to rub it in the face of her detectives, but with her teaming with Videl, the changes begin to show.

·         Leon and Bean clash again, and even the intervention of Videl can’t help. Cue Team 1…

·         Anna confesses to her what she meant in the enquiries…and her relationship with her illustrious team mates.

·         Misao’s victory in the team has given her more confidence. Seta and the others now start to realise that others may seem weaker…and this reflects their votes.

·         And what the heck made Leon go white as a ghost in the killer’s game?

*   *   *   *

And next time on the Murder Game? 

·         Two key suspects are interviewed, Bunnie and Hibiki…as Hibiki breaks down in front of the investigators.

·         Setting up a press conference isn’t as easy as it sounds…

·         Excel also gets the chance to shine in an interview, but will the investigators be able to keep sane interviewing her?

·         Another suspect is cleared…and considering it was one a lot considered, it may be a surprise.

·         And a chase of a US officer makes things mighty difficult.

Ah, a lot to get through.

I feel that this chapter is the hardest one of the lot to do, so I hope that the next ones will be much easier.

A few minor things in this chapter I’ll point out…

Misao’s transformation: In the final part of the series, she only transforms once with an incantation after she is helped by Sasami. (Pixy Mutation Magical Recall) However, both she and Sasami have transformed instantly from a flash of their baton, as has Konoha when she got the baton for the day. I feel that Misao can transform quickly if she wished, like she was scared for example, hence her near instant transformation at the explosion.

Anna: In BAV, she’s probably one of (if not) the weakest, but compared to the 21st century people, she’s heads and shoulders above everyone (although Seta may give her a good workout), hence her non-tiredness after how many miles on the exercise bike.

Leon: He’s a good cop, but gets agitated way too easily. Plus his skills are more hands on rather than intelligence (his partner Daley Wong handles the brains, Leon is the brawn). Let’s see if he learns from his mistakes…

And so Nadesico goes early. Surprised? Well, if it was anyone else (Ruri, Yurika, Akito, Ryoko) then maybe you would be, but Inez…I do like her, but I felt in this environment she may get a bit of an annoyance, hence the early elimination.

And so, another one comes to pass. Until next time, ja ne!

MURDER GAME

Episode 3

It’s all going on in Macaba, and the blood spilling won’t end with Inez blasted to bits last chapter that’s for sure. Down to 10, and this should go much more flowing than the tricky last chapter so it should be more enjoyable.

O.K, let’s see who gets their cut slit this episode?

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on the Murder Game…

(Separate shots of the 11 remaining detectives of the Murder Game as they do whatever…)

Chromus VO: The remaining 11 detectives had to get to the trials of the game quick after Junpei’s early elimination. Some rose to the challenge…

Asuka: Excuse me?

Link: Yes?

Asuka: Sorry to interrupt, but have you got any blades that are thinner than this…

Link: (thinking) Well, we do have fencing blades, but they are all rounded off at the ends, aren’t really much use to us except for etiquette. Why?

Asuka: Just wondering. So you use the big guns then?

Link: Yes, it’s because all of us are used to them.

Videl: Have you got a checklist or something similar which lists all your weapons?

Link: Oh yes, we always get shipments so we need to keep receipts. If you want to look at them, fine.

Videl: Thank you sir.

Chromus: Some mistook the obvious and were elligable for the killer’s game, where Leon and Inez took to the path of death, where one would return. Inez became the game’s second victim and Leon returned with a look of death on his face.

10 remain.

*   *   *   *

Leon: I guess shit happens…and last night a bit of revenge happened for Yamazaki and Inez’s smart ass got booted off. I now realise that strategy in elimination is more essential than eliminating weaknesses…whether you like it or not.

Bean: Whilst the cop being back made me a bit disappointed, it just goes to show you that anyone can go in this game, and I dread to see what Inez is going to do with her choice today.

Seta: The game is already starting to turn ugly, and none of us want to be on the wrong side of it’s ugliness.

*   *   *   *

9.00am – MORNING BRIEFING

(The Chief, Sam Lockhart, enters where the team is waiting. They will be working in new teams today, and also there will be a new Lead Investigator…chosen by the person who was eliminated the other night by the killer. But first…)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief…

Sam: Last night, Inez Fressange was the next victim of the killer…and rather unfortunately, I got a message last night from my boys at the higher force, and this is what it said…

(The Chief presses a button and what appears to be a telephone or recorded message appears…)

????: LET ME EXPLAIN. I THINK THAT THE KILLER WAS…OH, SORRY, I’M AFRAID SHE’LL NEVER EXPLAIN AGAIN AS I KINDA…WELL…HEH…LET’S JUST SAY SWISS CHEESE FOR THE MOMENT…NOW, I’M GOOD WITH MY HANDS, JUST TO WORRY YOU…MAKE SURE YOU AREN’T THE NEXT VICTIM. CAN YOU FIND WHO I AM? I DOUBT IT…AND FOR YOUR SAKE, I HOPE YOU DO DOUBT IT…

Sam: (turns it off) Hope that hasn’t worried anyone.

(Most of them are fine, but you can see the shivers of Anna and Misao in their seats…)

Sam: Anyway, before she went out on the Killer’s game, Inez recorded a message herself, announcing who she will pick to play as lead investigator. Let’s find out who she picked.

(Another button, and the television screen flashes up as Inez returns from the grave)

Inez: I would like to nominate Asuka Langhley Sohryu as the next lead investigator as I feel that is the best role for her in this type of game…

(Asuka has a little smirk on her face. Most of the others however don’t seem too pleased with this development…)

Inez: …plus I feel it’s the only way she can survive.

(After that, Bean lets out a snicker as Asuka now looks miffed. Sam tries (and succeeds) to hold his own laugh before speaking.)

Sam: Asuka?

(The German girl goes to the Lead Investigator’s chair, with the power to pick anyone she wishes to play the killer’s game and immune from elimination herself, the Chief continues.)

Sam: Right. For today’s first line of enquiries, we are going to interview the three suspects we haven’t interviewed yet. I got the records of the mobile phone that you found on the first day, and we have discovered that it did belong to Mimi. Minutes before the murder, she tried to call Guile…but the phone rejected her apparently. After her death, she did receive one more phone call…from Hibiki Amawa.

(The detectives write this down)

Sam: We now know that via DNA evidence, it was Amawa who had intercourse with Mimi…what we don’t know was if it was mutual or it was rape? We need to get Amawa to admit to that and see what else he knows especially about the case, because there could be heavy suspicion…plus if it was rape, then making an arrest is essential as well. One team will be heading out to Ruru’s island, where the tide has now come in and is accessible by road. The team that Asuka picks for this will need to interview him, but be careful not to give too much away…or be too direct with him. He is known to be very emotional.

(Sam takes a breath and points to another suspect flashing on the screen)

Sam: The second team will be interviewing a suspect where a lot of evidence seems to be heading her way. Bunnie Rabbot. We now know that she was in possession of a possible weapon that she purchased, we also know she wasn’t at the scrapyard at the time of the murder, so…where was she? That’s what you need to find out. Also, see if you can confirm Link’s alibi whilst you are there if you can.

(Sam’s final point to a suspect we’ve seen but not interviewed..)

Sam: The third and final team will inquire about this young lady, Excel Excel. Last night, she was arrested for hunting without a licence. Ironically, this was actually reported by Bulleta which may or may not be more information than you expected. Anyway, Excel is at the local jail where Yuri has bailed her fee and she’s awaiting release. However, considering how…hyper…she is, they’ve decided to hold her there for the time being…in a straightjacket…

(A few sweatdrop)

Sam: …so this is a good time to interview her. However, don’t lose your sanity whilst you are doing this whoever gets saddled with this.

(Now, they ALL sweatdrop. So who gets the short straw?)

(Asuka choose Team 1 to be Videl, Leon and Seta. They will interview Hibiki Amawa.)

(Team 2 will be Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki. They will interview Bunnie.)

(Team 3 will be Anna, Bean and Misao. They will interview Excel.)

Sam: Now, let’s talk about the killer clue, which Leon brought back last night.

(In some plastic bags, Sam shows the killer clue from the other night. A pair of Polaroid photographs. On them are two graves. One is Mimi Tachikawa’s, which has been mysterious filled. The other is empty with a question mark on the headstone, and it’s empty.)

Sam: What do these mean?

Kikuchi: The grave of Mimi has been filled, yet we know that the funeral isn’t until…I believe two days time?

Sam: Exactly. We need to find this out. But what about the other one? The killer has left us a confusing clue. There has to be a reason for this, but we need to find it out. Which means that one team will have to go out tonight and look in the filled grave of Mimi’s. Asuka, choose a team.

Asuka: (smiles) I’ll go with Team 3.

(Anna, Bean and Misao now have an extra assignment afterwards.)

Bean: Remember…suspect everyone. Trust no-one…and don’t make yourselves look bad out there. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

TEAMS 

Team 1 – Videl, Leon and Seta: Interview Hibiki – learn about intercourse incident and other information, including the phone call.

Team 2 – Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki – interview Bunnie Rabbot – learn of possible Link alibi, and about links with murder weapon possibilities.

Team 3 – Anna, Bean and Misao – interview Excel in local jail – also have night duty of learning what is in Mimi’s grave.

9.45am – TEAM 1 Head out

(Team 1 head out first knowing they have to go to Ruru’s Island, a fair way away. The tide comes in whenever it seems to feel like and has to be mentioned in all reports for travelling visitors in and out. This could be important in relates to the murder as well, especially considering the overhead train service where Mimi tragically died after leaving Ruru’s Island back home)

Videl: O.K, so we got everything? 

Leon: Yes…I need to pass this, so I’m not taking any chances. 

Seta: Remember, we can’t break the news to him in a certain way, so we need to learn tact.

Videl: Yes…I’ve been saying that for a while.

10.00am – TEAM 2 head out

(Team 2 has to find a lot of information out from a top suspect Bunnie Rabbot. She works at Duo’s scrapyard and the detectives have to really play the book to learning everything and anything that might add to the information that they have gained in the last few days.)

(Yamazaki, after his stint of Lead Investigator, is eager to get back on the field.)

Yamazaki: Ah, this feels much better.

Kano: Ah, an on the field man rather than an in the home.

Yamazaki: And speaking of fields…

Kano: (doing a decent substitute for Chiharu) Hai hai…

Kikuchi: Are we going to survive here?

10.20am – TEAM 3 head out

(Inside the final van, Anna isn’t feeling too well inside the moving van, and it’s not exactly causing comfort for Bean either.)

Bean: I’ll never get used to the slow speeds here…shows you what my life is like right?

Misao: Anna?

Anna: (holding her stomach) Oh…it’s O.K…just a few stomach pains…I’ll be fine, don’t worry…

Bean: Just open a window if you’re gonna hurl…

(Both girls sweatdrop at the rather direct approach from Bean. Back at base, Asuka smiles at the fact that she’s got control.)

*   *   *   *

10.20am – DUO’S SCRAPYARD

(Team 2 are the first to arrive. Outside off the hospital, a scrapyard run by Duo Maxwell from Gundam Wing has been holding firm as it’s pretty much an anything goes for anyone who need anything. However, the detectives are more interested in a suspect.)

(Shot of a walking talking rabbit…which initial stuns Kikuchi and Yamazaki (not Kano, she’s read too many manga to be surprised by anything), but the fact that her lower body and right arm is made of metal is almost as surprising as the humanoid bunny. Especially when she starts talking.)

Bunnie: Looks like we got company, y’all?

(We have a humanoid-robot hybrid with a southern accent. What next?)

Kano: Er…um…hi! Sorry to interrupt but we are of the investigative team…

Duo: Oh you guys…hang on a sec…

(Duo takes off his muddy gloves and some goggles and heads over where Bunnie has already reached them)

Bunnie: So what can I do ya for?

Kikuchi: Excuse me…(slowly)…miss…

Bunnie: Ah, no-one has ever called me that sugar, thank ya!

Kikuchi: Er yes. Anyway Miss Rabbot, I’m DI Kikuchi, this is DI Miyazawa and DI Yamazaki. We would like to ask both you and Duo some questions about the recent events involving the now deceased Mimi Tachikawa.

Duo: Ah…I was wondering when you’d get to us. Not a pleasant issue but one I’m happy to speak about.

(Kikuchi has already got the first basic thing down, separating the two. There are things that they may wish to ask Duo about and not Bunnie. However, they have a hidden test like always…)

HIDDEN TEST: Find out everything relevant from their last two days of enquiry which links with Bunnie.

Kikuchi: Will you work with Miss Miyazawa please Duo, and Mister Yamizaki and myself will talk with Bunnie, it’s rather important that we do this, because we feel there are things you both can tell us, but we can’t have you together for obvious reasons.

Bunnie: (shrugs) I guess so, though I don’t know what you can get from me…

(The two guys leave with the robo-bunny as Kano has a chat with Duo. Kano probably has the strongest interview skills in the entire group so her going alone won’t be a problem and Kikuchi knows this. However, he and Yamazaki have to deal with a potentially dangerous subject. Bunnie has a hook on that metal arm, plus she is a martial arts expert to boot.)

(Away from Duo and Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki have a word with her.)

Yamazaki: What did you think about Mimi?

Bunnie: Me? I never really bothered about her. She was just this prissy little domineering girl which I could never really stand. The only time I even saw her up close with the day before her death, when I found Andy Bogard beaten up…

(Kikuchi writes this down)

Yamazaki: Anything else happen the day before the murder?

Bunnie: Sure sugar. I went down to Bulleta’s for a bit and had a chat with Minnie May…speak with her, she’s a darlin’ y’know? She was wondering if I could use bombs like a cannon for my arm?

Kikuchi: Did you buy anything from there?

Bunnie: (quiet for a moment) Nah sugar. Not a thing.

(Bunnie has lied to the investigators and they know it. However, they’ve kept it quiet that they know. However, can Kano wrap that lie up for them?)

Kano: Duo, I know you won’t like me asking these questions, but I have to so if you don’t mind?

Duo: Fire away.

Kano: The day of the murder we know that you went out on break to 8th Heaven and met up with Madoka Ayukawa. What we want to know is what Bunnie did, or do you know?

Duo: I really hope you’re not imp…

Kano: Oh no no! Not at all. The problem is we need to know everything about anyone, because we live by the old cliché, suspect everyone. Your help in clearing your friend will be great.

Duo: (nervous) Er…

Kano: Huh?

Duo: Well…Bunnie just said she had to go somewhere, then went into her cabin and headed out there like a bunny outta hell…she was going top speed. It was about…12.50 I believe, and then I decided to have my break.

Kano: When did she come back?

Duo: I dunno…she came back…and she has a sweet smile on her face and I asked where she went, and she said ‘Just out sugar’ and went back to work like that. It was weird…

Kano: Did Bunnie take anything with her?

Duo: I dunno. She seems suspicious when she entered her cabin and sounded like she was adjusting her hook…you can’t really suspect her can you?

Kano: Of course not. Also, we found something that could be your personal property, but we need to keep hold of it because it was found near the rail tracks.

Duo: Really, what was it?

Kano: One of your tools.

Duo: Oh! My 5mm screwdriver, I’ve been searching for that…geez, I should never take my tool kit with me but I had to do an emergency job in fixing Bunnie’s arm…

Kano: Did you? 

Duo: Yeah, I was at the dojo and Bunnie was training and she called me needing to make some adjustments to her arm. I headed there and Mimi was there as well. After that, I then went to Michiru’s place…

Kano: Michiru? (hastily writes)

Duo: Yeah, I needed to help with their daughter’s computer. (smiles) I always refer to Hotaru as their daughter, it feels right.

Kano: I know, she’s lovely isn’t she?

Duo: Yeah.

Kano: Anyway, back on subject…we found a receipt that confirms that Bunnie bought something from the weapon shop up the road. Do you know what that is?

Duo: Well, she did go somewhere. She said she had to go somewhere after finding a bruised Andy during that town hall mishap. After that, she went to the dojo to get some practice in but called me a bit later for the adjustments we were on about.

Kano: Of course. Oh, and one more thing? Yesterday, we had a talk with Link and he claims he was visiting you on the day of the murder. Was that true?

Duo: Let’s see…(thinks)…oh yes, he came here to have his sword tempered. 

Kano: Is there any proof? I believe you but…

Duo: Oh yeah, I always keep my receipts of those who come and pay of course, Link paid me a fair rupee for that. Hold on…

(Duo goes back into the yard and before long returns with a piece of paper.)

Duo: Will that do?

Kano: Yes…thank you very much Duo, you’ve been a great help.

(The receipt shows that at 1.04pm, Link purchased what was known as an ‘upgrade’ costing 200 rupees. Link’s alibi is therefore verified and he is cleared.)

LINK CLEARED

(Eventually, the three meet up and discuss info.)

Kikuchi: I knew we could trust you.

Kano: Heh, and you know it!

Yamazaki: So we have a cleared suspect and one very suspect…er…suspect…

Kano: Yep, all in all a good days work. (puts an arm around each of the boys) Come on, let’s go gloat back home.

(A good job (hopefully) for Team 2 as Team 3 now have their own dealings to deal with…)

*   *   *   *

 TEAM 3 – House Macaba Jail – 10.40am

(Anna, Bean and Misao have the not too healthy job of trying to interview Excel. She’s…a difficult interview to say the least.)

Warden: Ah, so you have to interview the nutcase?

Bean: Nutcase?

Misao: She’s a bit…hyper.

Warden: That’s an understatement missy. Anyway, she is ward 3-2…in a straight jacket…alone…be careful, if there are mice near your shoes she might try and eat them…

Anna: I’m officially scared…

(The three of them head down in the warden’s direction. Occasionally, a jail nutcase will scream or shout, some of them frighten Misao whilst others leer at Anna…until Bean stares at them…the whole jail immediately goes quiet…^_^)

(…except for one cell…)

Excel: I demand my right to a laywer, as a civilian even though I’ve never paid taxes, I demand this sentence be revoked and put in a shredder like Il Phallazzo-sama commandeth!

Other cellmates nearby: SHUT UP!

Excel: If I wasn’t in this straightjacket I would dig out with my teeth…

Bean: O.K…

(Bean is the first to enter the cell…and Excel bolts with a sweatdrop)

Excel: I thought you guys were supposed to bring the food, not eat me! (Excel then notices Misao)…oh I know you! You’re one of those detectives that the ignorant masses despise! At least that’s what Il Phallazo say…

(Spots Anna…)

Excel: Wow, cute! BUT WHO THE HECK CARES?

(A Puchuu above Excel’s head, miffed off by the fact that it wasn’t the one called cute, goes back to it’s Golgo 13 face and heads off…)

Bean: Miss Excel, I suggest you listen to what we are going to say, because we can help get you out of here, but we need some information.

Excel: Information? That’s what everybody wants today…and money, that’s what Macaba needs a boss like Il Phal…

Anna: Excuse me but who is this Il Phallazo?

Excel: ACK! Um…well…I am not liable to say at this time without my lawyer present…that and I might have to fall down a very large hole which will swallow me up…I’m doomed aren’t I?

(Somewhere, a blue haired bishounen pulls a rope. Excel somehow falls into a hole from her cell.)

Excel: EVEN HERE?

(After a couple of minutes, Excel is recovered (maybe thanks to Will-chan) and back in her cell…we need to keep the story going can’t we?)

Bean: Anyway, we learned you were arrested for hunting without a licence.

Excel: Yes…I don’t usually hunt because the glint from their cute little eyeballs stops me, but Menchi has run off away from me again and I needed some food. I know there is some of that good food inside the cupboards, but I utterly ignore it for the sake of keeping myself busy!

Misao: That…and Mr Hayama is scary.

Excel: You met him then…

(A few sweatdrops yes, but the team are about to encounter their hidden test, and considering who they are dealing with, it is a difficult one.)

Hidden test: Learn what Excel may know – what clue/secret could she know?

Anna: We do know that Bulleta was the one that turned you in. Do you know her?

Excel: She what? We’re hunting buddies…but she’s the one that doesn’t have a licence…O.K, we both don’t, but that’s not the point. Why would she do that?

Bean: Is there some relevance to the killing of Mimi maybe of significance to you?

Excel: Well it was one less obstacle for the takeover by Lord Il Phallazzo…but considering that Andy-chan has helped me get food for the last couple of weeks with Miss Yuri, I guess maybe I’ve got attached to this place. 

Anna: (firm) Miss Excel, we asked you a question, and I’d advise you not to argue with someone twice your size.

(Excel looks up at Bean whose grin isn’t helping Excel…)

Excel: O.K! O.K! Geez…you guys have no patience…all I know is that the day before the murder, Mimi came over to our place not long before she headed outta town. She talked to Yuri for a bit, Bunnie-chan was here too, not sure if Hayama was there but…

Misao: So, Miss Mimi did visit your place?

Excel: Yes, she informed us that she was leaving for that island with her tutor…not that matters, tutors are immaterial for the beings of Il…

Bean: (mercifully interrupting) Thank you, thank you. Anyway can we ask where you were on the time of the murder?

Excel: No no no!

Bean: And why not?

Excel: Because it wouldn’t be any fun now would it! After all, Bulleta-chan and I worked together to…*covers mouth*

Anna: Hold it…you and Bulleta…if it’s involving the murder, then you could give each other an alibi.

Misao: This is important Miss Excel, so please…

(Excel, maybe the glint of Misao’s eyes is fading her resolve, but she finally relents.)

Excel: O.K…listen. Miss Bulleta had been hired by someone…I don’t know who…to kill someone…although she never said who it was to me.

(A gasp from Misao as they mark this down.)

Excel: Anyway, she invited me around because I do this sort of thing as well, and she refused to admit who the contact was, which was odd, because she normally admits if it’s Akiko, as it normally is, but in the end, she told me that she wouldn’t go through with it, not for the profile. I got mad, because we had got quite close…

Bean: (under his breath) …because you’re both nuts…

Excel: (ignoring him) …over the last few days when I saw her make that big explosions with May-chan at Akiko-chan’s company. I was passing by and had to learn how that was done in case…

Bean: In case?

Excel: Eh…nuts, said too much again. 

Misao: Should we caution her?

Anna: I guess. Miss Excel, we must caution you that what you may say may be given in evidence and be reviewing in a court of law.

Excel: Yeah, yeah…now can you get me out of here?

Bean: One more thing…if that’s the case, where were you at the time of the murder?

Excel: I told you, it’s no fu…(catches Bean’s stare)…gak. I think I was in the kitchen about to prepare some inuyabe…fresh of course…

Anna: Did you see Yuri or Hayama?

Excel: (shakes her head) Nope. Dunno if they were out, running, sleeping, dying…

Misao: Will that do?

Anna: I guess so.

Bean: We would shake your hand, but you’re kinda tied up at the moment, so we’ll just let ourselves out of your comfy abode.

Excel: HAIL IL PHAL…

(They get out of the cell fast, as they digest this new info.)

Anna: We need to talk to Bulleta I think.

Bean: We’ve got that graveyard duty to do as well.

Misao: I’m…not looking forward to that…

(The three seem to have done well. They now know that Bulleta was hired to kill someone…although we don’t know that Mimi was the person involved. Meanwhile, Team 1 take the scenic route to the elusive final suspect…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – RURU’S ISLAND – 11.15AM

(Seta, Videl and Leon head off via van for the first time to the tricky Ruru’s Island, a privately owned island by Ruru a.k.a. Ba-chan from I My Me! Strawberry Eggs! On this island is a recluse, named Hibiki Amawa, a former teacher and personal tutor of the deceased Mimi Tachikawa. However, new evidence has come about that it was his DNA which proved of him having intercourse with Mimi. This will be tough for the team.)

Videl: We’ve got to try and make him say that he had sex with Mimi without directly accusing him of rape…

Seta: Remember, we don’t know if it was rape, after all Mimi could have been willing to earn his favour.

Videl: True, but considering that he was her campaigner or something, that’s pretty suspicious.

Leon: Let’s just get there and get this done.

(The three agree and with the waters rocking across, they need to be done ASAP, they don’t want to risk being stranded on the island when the tide comes in.)

(The team head off towards the only house of the island, where Hibiki lives. To their surprise, they see in (as a man) and see him fixing a motorcycle…)

Hibiki: I guess…it’s the only way I can make a living now…

Videl: Excuse me?

(Hibiki looks up and sees the three detectives heading his way. His face shows concern but he tries to hide it as they approach him.)

Seta: Are you Hibiki Amawa?

Hibiki: Yes, but who wants to know?

Seta: Excuse us, but we are of an investigative team. I’m DI Noriyasu, the young lady is DI Satan and the other man here is DI McDohl. We need to ask about the recent events involving one Mimi Tachikawa.

Hibiki: (solemn) Yes…I know.

Videl: Can we come in and have a talk with you please?

Hibiki: (sighs) I guess so…

*   *   *   *

(Inside the boatlike house that Hibiki has made, the interview is beginning to progress. The hidden test is this.)

HIDDEN TEST: Get Hibiki to explain his events regarding the DNA evidence WITHOUT antagonising him, and also find if he has an alibi.

Videl: Can you recall your events the day before and after the murder…

Hibiki: Very well…as you may or may not know, Mimi came here to discuss the campaign for mayor and to spend the night…I mean…(near tears)…I called her after she left…I had no idea wh-what happened…

Seta: It’s O.K. Take your time.

Hibiki: I was…I mean I still do…I cared for Mimi a lot, she was someone who seemed to be disliked…but I saw her as who she was and we were close…

Leon: How close?

Hibiki: Fairly…I mean well…

Videl: (shushing him) We won’t force you to say anything, but we do have evidence on something that happened…and we may need to take…

Hibiki: No! It wasn’t like th…

Seta: (interrupted) No, it’s O.K sir. I believe you.

Hibiki: Y-you do?

Seta: Yes, I do. I understand in a small part as well.

Hibiki: Well…no-one has ever really believed me…they see me as the beast, the molester…but…it was all her…

Seta: Go on sir.

Hibiki: I’ve never uttered a word…but…the night before the murder, I was busy writing down some schedules…and Mimi came up to me, and kissed me on the neck. I was stunned…she continued to do so on my body…and I couldn’t stop myself…it seems so sick…but she came onto me…(sobs)…I tried to stop it…I REALLY tried to stop….

(Hibiki is in a complete mess as Videl looks at half part disgust and half part pity…)

Hibiki: After it, I told her not to tell anything, but she just laughed and said that unless I got her favour with Ruru-san…she’s the owner of this island and owns many pastures around here, including this island…she would tell everyone that it was rape. I was stunned…but I couldn’t do anything. She knew she was in control…and she slept the night away. I nearly…hit her…but I didn’t.

Leon: That was the night before the murder?

Seta: Yes…

Videl: The next day, what happened?

Hibiki: She…we didn’t talk, she seemed to only have smirks now. Then she realised that I had ripped up a few of her posters and I was really angry. Mimi seemed to soften but it didn’t seem to change her mind about the ‘deal’ she set up. She left at about 12.05 at the train…and I stayed here.

Videl: Any proof?

Hibiki: The tide had come in at the time so I couldn’t get off via motorcycle anyway, only by train.

Seta: I’m sorry for the questioning sir, but as you can guess, we needed the full story.

Hibiki: No it’s O.K…I…I really needed to get it out of my system…no-one will believe me…quite understandable really…but it’s the truth, I swear.

*   *   *   *

(The detectives leave and notice the boat on the side.)

Videl: Your boat sir?

Hibiki: (shakes his head) No…Ruru’s. I’m just keeping it safe for her.

(Hibiki’s dog, Kura-be hops from a doghouse and into Videl’s arms.)

Videl: Hey boy! 

Hibiki: I guess he likes you miss…

Videl: Guess my family and dogs always seem to mix…

(The team eventually say goodbye, as they digest this new suspect…)

Videl: Is he a sick man or just the real victim?

Seta: Not sure, but he has a motive, we now know that.

Leon: Blah, shows why I deal with boomers, humans must harder to deal with…

*   *   *   *

2.00PM

(The teams are all back (although Anna, Misao and Bean have another inquiry to deal with later in the night) from their inquiries, and they digest the new evidence.)

Bean: She is a frikken’ nutter!

Yamazaki: So Excel not fit high on world’s most mentally capable list?

Bean: Try world’s most mental list and we’ve got the right idea kid.

Misao: But she did give us some evidence…

Anna: Yes she did. We know that Bulleta was hired to kill one of the candidates, although it doesn’t say Mimi…and that at one point, she and Excel were in cahoots.

Kikuchi: Interesting then.

Kano: Yeah, with the fact that Duo doesn’t seem to know what happened with Bunnie, Link has an alibi and that the rabbit lied to us. Curiouser and curiouser…

(Asuka appears and looks over the notes…)

Asuka: ..it’s seems everyone just gets more and more suspicious…

(And they aren’t the only ones with views on suspects…)

Bean: If I met that guy, I might have just killed him myself…

Seta: From what we know it was her doing.

Bean: He’s just saying that, he must have a real problem if he gets seduced by a 14 year old…

Videl: …but the way she was going, no wonder someone killed her…

Bean: You’re condoning what he did?

Videl: I didn’t say that but…

Leon: Ah, it doesn’t matter what he says Videl, he’s gonna argue no matter what we do…

Bean: …which is why I’m going to stop this before anything else happens. There ARE kids present.

Asuka: Who you calling a kid? You’re worse than Kaji!

*   *   *   *

5.00pm

(5PM and Team 3 head out to the now closed graveyard. As the light speckles, Asuka discusses with Videl the power of a Lead Investigator)

Asuka: You know you’re safe, plus you can eliminate anyone for whatever reason. They annoy you, they’re a threat or both. (smiles)

Videl: Geez…

Asuka: Plus with Inez gone, we’ve got the legroom…

Videl: Remind me to get you with Gohan’s mom, something tells me the two of you would get along great together…

(Seta and Yamazaki begin cooking as Asuka prepares her conference for tonight. At the gravesite, thinks are not looking good…in a spooky way for the three detectives…especially as two of the three are the most easily spooked of the group.)

*   *   *   *

5.30pm – CHURCH/GRAVEYARD

(In two days time, Mimi will be buried at this gravesite. But according to the photograph from the killer’s game, the grave has been mysteriously buried. The team of Anna, Bean and Misao now have to investigate this situation…and being autumn/winter, the light is slowly dropping…)

Bean: This isn’t going to be any fun is it…

Misao: I’m scared…

Anna: What a day to get nervous, my stomach is already hurting…

(A clergyman comes out noticing the team)

Clergyman: Excuse me…

Anna: Pardon me sir, we’re of the investigative team, DI’s Reispegi, Amano and Bandit respectively. We are here because we’ve learned of a myserious circumstance involving one of the graves here…

Clergyman: Oh, you mean Miss Tachikawa’s. Well personally I wouldn’t get anywhere near it, but if you want to search it, be my guest.

(The clergyman seems to let them do whatever as the team, equipped with shovels and spades, begin a long ardous task…fortunately, with Bean’s strength and Anna’s endurance, this may not be as bad…)

(…cue the hooting owls…)

(…if it wasn’t so damned scary.)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(It’s Asuka’s first evening conference and without a number of her main problems (at least in her view), she hopes it will be smooth sailing.)

Asuka: We’re discussing about the murder weapon. The fact that Bunnie lied about not purchasing the knife thrower suggests problems.

Seta: It’s a longshot, but maybe she didn’t say anything because if she isn’t the killer, it would implement her.

Videl: Sounds plausible, but if she innocent, she would have admitted it and why would she have lied? She’s got something hidden inside her that’s for sure.

Leon: Plus the screwdriver…

Asuka: …but we’ve got new evidence that could have been taken by someone from the Sakizaki lot or Michiru, as Duo says he was there at both areas.

Yamazaki: If that is the case, how does that put anyone else in contention? Like Ah Tsing? Or Tifa? Or Hibiki?

Asuka: Er…well…

Seta: Because we don’t know for sure that either of those things are the murder weapon.

Leon: But there was blood from the screwdriver…

Videl: A plant perhaps?

Seta: This is thinking like detectives. A smart killer may have used another weapon and used the screwdriver as a possible plant…

(As the crew think of more theories, the graveyard team are NOT enjoying their latest enquiry…)

*   *   *   *

(It’s been over half an hour and even Bean is struggling with the massive haul of dirt, mainly because he’s done most of the work…no thanks to Anna’s nerves.)

Bean: This is not the normal line of work I’ve had in mind.

Anna: I-I-I’m sorry Bean…

Bean: Hey, no worries sweetheart. I’ve done worse. MUCH worse.

(Suddenly, a snap catches Misao’s attention…)

Misao: Yahhhh! 

(Anna turns…)

Anna: Someone’s here…

(Shot of a green cam in the distance watching the detectives. Anna is in fact looking direct at the lens…)

Bean: Come out!

(No dice…Anna cautiously walks over…and a rustle indicates someone is there…and is heading out there like a bat outta hell. Anna briefly chases but stops and sighs…)

Anna: The kamis know what that was about…

Bean: Back to work peeps….

(7.00pm)

(Anna manages to help out Bean a bit more as Misao now gets something to do, and keep a look out. With the sky getting darker, Bean finally strikes gold.)

Bean: What we got here…

(At the bottom, Misao (the smallest) gets in and manages to grab whatever it is. It’s a bit of a struggle for young Misao, but she manages to get it out.)

Bean: Success…what we got there young lady?

(The team manage to scrounge a spare bag from their van as they make a quick look at what they’ve found. It’s a photograph containing a picture of a doctor/professor holding what appears to be a baby girl. Behind them is a couple, wife and husband with their own baby girl in a pink dress. Underneath the picture is a message reading the following.)

‘Congratulations to you Doctor Tomoe. I hope your baby girl will give you the life you wanted all these years.’

From Felicity Tachikawa.

Bean: That’s a nail in the coffin…poor joke I know but…

Anna: Come on…let’s label this…

(The team then notice something else at the bottom inside a bag…Anna gets it, and sighs.)

Anna: I think it’s a fair assumption that the killer has been here…

(Inside the bag are polaroids for the next killer’s game. Either at the Derelict Gym or the Toy Factory.)

(The team (correctly) now label the graveyard as a crime scene and Misao makes a call back to base. She informs Asuka to inform the Chief of the clue and that the killer may have been. They indeed to inform the funeral arrangements and if they are still on track.)

(After a word with the clergyman, the team ‘tonzura koite’ and get the heck outta there.)

*   *   *   *

7.30pm

(A half an hour before the Chief comes, and the team discuss the experience with others…)

Anna: I don’t know what scared me most, the fact that we were out there or the fact that there was someone out there.

Yamazaki: So someone came out there to try and spook you?

Misao: I didn’t like it…

Bean: But you didn’t transform. That shows you’re getting braver out there kid!

Misao: I…I guess so.

Kikuchi: Besides of which, you did what was set out to do, and you got us a clue. Now we need to find out who this man is.

Kano: The two I believe are Mimi’s parents, with Mimi as one of the girls. So who is the man and who is the girl in the picture?

(All these questions need to be asked and resolved as the Chief is about to look at the teams work on the first day.)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters as the teams, now seating in rows of three to their partners (First row: Seta, Videl, Leon. Second row: Kano, Kikuchi, Yamazaki. Third row: Anna, Bean, Misao.), the Chief greets them.)

Sam: Good evening!

All: Evening Chief!

Sam: Today was quite a day as I’m sure many of you can say to. Let’s start from the top. Team 1, which is Videl, Leon and Seta. You had to take the trip to Ruru’s Island and interview Hibiki Amawa, the person who from DNA evidence, had sexual intercourse 24 hrs before Mimi died. Now…this was a tricky situation, because you had to be careful how to implement him. Now, I know that he hasn’t been arrested, so have you decided to keep to his story?

Videl: We interviewed Hibiki, and he seemed very distraught. I have to thank Seta for helping us to get the information and he claims that it was Mimi who seduced him. Whilst it seems unbelievable, at the same time, he also has given us a motive as she claims to him that she was going to say it was rape, unless she got approval of a bigwig around here named Ruru.

Sam: Did you believe him? What was your gut instinct?

Videl: My gut instinct was that I believed him…although he was pretty pathetic.

Sam: Right. Anything else you know…Seta?

Seta: We also learned that he was supposedly stuck on the island after the tide came in. As we know, Mimi left the island and as we know via the killer’s video, the killer came from the bushes and not off the train, so Hibiki couldn’t have been on the train.

Sam: True, but does it give him a complete alibi?

(A think for a moment before Seta says…)

Seta: No.

Sam: Why?

Seta: We also saw he had a boat that he says he was looking after, but if he knows how to use a boat, he could have easily followed as the length via boat is shorter than it is by train.

Sam: Right. Team 2, Kano, Kikuchi, Yamazaki. You visited the scrapyard and you interviewed Bunnie and Duo separately, remembering one is a suspect, one isn’t. What did you find out?

Kikuchi: We know that Bunnie found Andy Bogard beaten up the day before the murder and then she visited Bulleta’s weapon shop, claiming to talk to Minnie May, but whilst she admits she was at the shop, she didn’t admit to buying the knife thrower.

Sam: So she’s lied to you. You need to follow it up, although it was good work not mentioned you know this info, because if you did say that, she could have easily god rid of the evidence. She isn’t the only suspect we have evidence that proves that they are lying…who else?

Kano: Ah Tsing and Tifa I believe.

Sam: Right. Anything else you find out Kano?

Kano: Yes…I was interviewing Duo and amongst other things, the key thoughts were that Bunnie left for break about…(checks notes)…12.50, and also that he visited Michiru and the dojo with his tool kit fixing things, meaning that the weapon the screwdriver, if it was the murder weapon, could be linked with the people of those as well. 

Sam: Anything el…

Kano: Oh yes, sorry, also that he has confirmed that Link was at the yard at the time of the murder and has a receipt of Link’s purchase of his tempered blade.

Sam: Correct. Link is cleared.

(Sam presses a button and along with the dulled Nuriko and Madoka, Link is the 3rd suspect to be cleared.)

Sam: Team 3, Anna, Misao and Bean. You three have had a busy day. First off, you had to visit Excel Excel in her jail, who has now been released under caution. From what you somehow could get out of her what did you find out?

Misao: We found out the main thing is that we believe that Excel was in cahoots to kill someone with Bulleta…one of the mayoral candidates, although she was never told if it was Mimi or someone else…and we don’t know who the person who sent out the contract was as well.

Sam: Ah.

Anna: If it was Mimi then we have a lot of suspects, but if it was say…Akiko…that eliminates one of our suspects, same with Kaiba or Andy.

Bean: It seems she’s got a domination fetish with this town as well, keep mentioning about her boss, Il something or other…

Sam: Yes. Excel is someone we need to keep an eye on. We still have 13 people we can call suspect…and the three of you got something as you went out tonight as well.

Bean: After an extended amount of time, we found a clue hidden in the ground of the grave of Mimi. It appears to be a photograph of Mimi’s parents, with two people we don’t know, one of a professor or a doctor, and the other of a baby girl, who I presume is Mimi’s age because the two look the same age in the picture.

Sam: Very good Bean. You’ve done well today.

Bean: (surprised and even a bit embarrassed) Well…thank you sir.

Sam: You’re welcome. The photograph has been taken into the records and we’ll hopefully find out who the people aside from the Tachikawa’s in the photo are. If the killer has planted it, it could be a vital clue to discovering who the killer is.

(As Sam wraps things up, the team have discovered some unique things today)

·        Hibiki claims that Mimi was the one who forced herself on him, and also claims unless she could get influence from bigwig Ruri, then Mimi would have claimed the affair as rape.

·        Bunnie has lied to investigators about not buying anything, plus Duo says that she left the yard at 12.50pm, 20 minutes before the murder. He also confirms that Link was at the yard the time of the murder and therefore is cleared.

·        Excel claims that she was a partner briefly with Bulleta in preparing for a hit. However, that lasted only a short time. 

(With all this, it’s going to be hell tomorrow…)

*   *   *   *

9.00am – DAY 6 – MORNING CONFERENCE

(The Chief picks up from where he left off last time as the day’s enquiries begin. First, he’s got some information to share with the detectives.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Before we begin, I’ve just had a phone call regarding the satellites and the transmittion signals involving computer records. We have been allowed to go into the national database in the WB Library north of Macaba where almost everything is kept. I want a team to be able to be able to look through the evidence inside there and looks up anything that comes into suspicion. Also, look to see if Seto Kaiba’s alibi is concrete. One team will need to do that. Out of all of you, who is confident in their computer skills?

(Kikuchi puts his hand up immediately. Sam nods.)

Sam: Very well. Team 2 will handle that but tonight. As for the rest of you, Team 1 – A difficult inquiry for you, I want you to go to the edge of town where a helicopter has just landed. Agent William Guile is there, and he’s been missing for the last couple of days. You need to find out where he has been for the last couple of days, but be careful.

(The team, Seta, Leon and Videl nod.)

Sam: Team 2. You’re inquiry is to go back to the scrapyard. We know that Bunnie has lied to you, so we are going to plant a bug on her. Find out if she reveals anything that we didn’t know before. An electronics and surveillance expert will be coming in to help you in that respect. You will listen in from nearby, but DON’T get caught. Quite a bit of technical know-how for you today.

(They nod, although Kikuchi has a sly smile on his face.)

Sam: Team 3. Your line of inquiry is to form a press conference. Use the press to your advantage to spread the word, but don’t give too much away. The press knowing of a death in the Tachikawa family are itching to try and get what they can, but remember, the killer is still out there, so if they get too much, the killer could try and rectify that…

(The team nod.)

Sam: Good luck out-there. And remember…suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

(The teams initially don’t go out right away instead begin forming battle plans. However, nothing is ever easy when Asuka is involved…)

Asuka: I think that’s the best way with dealing with the press…

Bean: Are you sure?

Misao: I think we need Anna here to…

Asuka: Oh don’t worry, the easiest way that Nerv do these things is to blank em out, trust me on this.

Misao: Um…

Bean: I guess that would work. The cops back in Chicago always try to keep quiet about my dealings, but the press always surge…

(Meanwhile, Team 2 are waiting for the electronics expert to come, so they are discussing tactics in the kitchen where Anna, also a computer wiz, listens in.)

Kikuchi: With the night inquiry, we’ve got to learn about as many people as possible, not just learn of Kaiba’s alibi. If anyone else was on computers at the time of the murder, then they could be cleared.

Yamazaki: If there are newspaper reels in there as well…

Kano: Good thinking Batman! If there are shady past dealings, we could be bringing more skeletons out of the closest.

Anna: What about receiving e-mails?

Kikuchi: That wouldn’t clear anyone because they aren’t necessarily read. Although if we note them down and if anyone denies they’ve got one… 

(Seta, Videl and Leon meanwhile try to wonder how to deal with their enquiry…)

Leon: He’s an officer and he knows how to fight.

Videl: Well so do we. That’s probably why the Chief chose us to deal with him. This could be potentially explosive.

Seta: Just be on our guard and remember what we know from training school…

Videl: We’ll be fine.

*   *   *   *

(Team 1 head out just as the electronics expert comes in. It’s Taro from Serial Experimental Lain. His usual cocky grin as he enters is understandable, especially as four cute girls are still in the building. However, he’s got orders to focus on one team…poor Kano. ^_^)

Taro: What’s up?

Kano: You’re the expert?

Taro: That’s right cutie, do you mind if I hit on you?

Kikuchi: (firm) I suggest you just come here and do what you came to do.

Taro: Oh, you’re no fun…but I guess…

(Taro first shows some regular devices, used to put in any area, but he then shows the unique bug, which looks like a cockroach, glowing.)

Taro: This is a new form of bug device, which is called ‘Electra’. You are supposed to hook it anywhere and it should project within the nearby radius. However, as you can see, it’s fairly easy to spot because of the projection, in other words, the fact it’s glowing represents the signal so if you’re going to plant it, you need to put it somewhere where it can’t be seen.

Kikuchi: Very well.

Taro: Now, let’s head up to the place and we can get you hooked up in your hiding quarters, and if you don’t mind cutie then…

Yamazaki: Taro, did you know that bugs were first created in…

(For once, Kano is relieved to hear one of Yamazaki’s stories…)

*   *   *   *

(Finally, all the teams are out with their duties. Team 2 have a very long day ahead of them and patience is the key game for their initial inquiry.)

10.20am – OUTSIDE DUO’S SCRAPYARD

Taro: The key to surveillance is to keep yourself hidden and not make any movement because the microphones you’ll be wearing react to movement. No sudden bursts or anything like that. 

(Taro indicates an abandoned shed where the team can see the scrapyard in full view. However, the same could be said the other way so the team need to adjust to it and fast, plus after they make the bug they need to be careful to avoid being seen.)

(Taro gives them some equipment, electronics and…some they didn’t expect.)

Taro: Now, what are these for? (indicate a bottle, some foil and a bag.)

Kikuchi: I think I have a hunch.

Kano: The bottle…it’s not for…well…peeing in is it?

Taro: Exactly right. And you should know what the foil is for then…

Kano: I think I’m gonna be sick…

(This fic suddenly got a bit more disgusting than normal. Taro explains in case they have to go, the bottle is for that purpose, and the foil is to wrap it up and then put it in the bag zipped up otherwise it will stink of course.)

(This could be a long day…)

*   *   *   *

(…but first they have to plant the bug. The team head out where Bunnie looks up…and is less than thrilled to seeing the investigators…)

Bunnie: Oh you guys again, what’s up this time?

Kano: Nothing much Miss Rabbot, we just need to follow up on last night.

(The hidden test is pretty obvious this time. They need to plant the bug, and not get noticed. Then they have to get to the shed (again without being noticed) and then observe their conversations (yes, without getting noticed.))

Bunnie: Well, Duo is out for the day so I’m by my lonesome so I guess I’d appreciate some company, business kinda slow today, so what do ya want? 

(The team have to plant 6 bugs. 5 around the area and the Electra bug on Bunnie herself. Not easy at all, but it seems Kikuchi has a plan…)

Bunnie: It hasn’t been easy with all that’s gone on the last couple of days sugar, and with my arm playing up it really…

Kikuchi: Excuse me miss, if that’s the case, do you mind if I take a look at it? 

Bunnie: Huh?

Kikuchi: I’m an electronics expert, I know what I’m doing. If I can use the type of technology, then I could be of some assistance.

(Bunnie pauses and then nods)

Bunnie: Sure sugar, why not?

Kikuchi: We’ll take it inside the scrapyard…

(That’s the cue. As soon as Kikuchi and Bunnie are inside, Kano and Yamazaki immediately places 3 of the bugs outside the place. They plan to plant two inside as well…whilst Kikuchi works his magic with the Electra bug.)

(Kikuchi generally does have a look at Bunnie’s arm and asks if she can detach it. She does so, making the plant much easier. Opening a panel, he sees a wire that’s loose and does fix it…but slides in the bug at the same time. He closes the panel and attaches it back to Bunnie.)

Kikuchi: How does that feel?

(Bunnie waves the arm a bit…)

Bunnie: Smooth as glass sugar. Thank’s ya genius.

Kikuchi: You’re welcome.

(Kano and Yamazaki go inside the cabin area where they work, intending to plant the last two bugs to finish the cycle.)

Kikuchi: …so what do you think about the case?

Bunnie: I dunno sugar. If you ask me, it’s more whacked out than Antoine in a Sally fix…she made a lot of enemies that girl, it could be anyone…

Kano: Oh nuts…I’m sorry about this, but I realised we didn’t make breakfast today…

Bunnie: Ah, you want some tea sugar?

Kano: Sure, I’ll help you!

(Bunnie and Kano head off to the kitchen area…as Yamazaki very quickly places the two other bugs in hidden areas before they can come back. Kikuchi smiles.)

Kikuchi: Smart girl.

(Kano’s delaying tactic paid off as they have all the bugs fixed with Bunnie unaware. Now they’ve got the next part of the job to do…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – US FORCES BASE – 11.00am

(Seta, Videl and Leon meanwhile are going to locate Guile at the base…but there is a problem…)

Seta: I see.

Base receptionist: Normally, I would be fine if you could see him, anything to get him cleared, but you see…he isn’t here. He’s actually gone somewhere to prepare for something…but we don’t know what.

Videl: Is there any way of knowing where we went?

Receptionist: Well, I guess we could let you search his cabin…

(Getting somewhere. The team are allowed to search Guile’s bunk in his cabin, to see if there are any clues. Again the hidden test is easy…find the clue in the cabin.)

Seta: O.K, search people.

(The gloves are on, and the team have to take a good look around. They need speed, yet patience at the same time. Fortunately, it isn’t long before Videl finds something that could be considered important…)

Videl: Hey, under the top bunk…

(Videl has recovered an envelope, addressed the day of the murder. On the envelope, it has the words ‘FACTORY HUT – 74’ and today’s date plus time – 2.00PM)

Seta: I think we’ve found the dirt.

(Leon calls Asuka back at base for a little bit of information)

Leon: We’ve found a notice, looking for a Factory Hut, number 74. We believe Guile has gone there, for a meeting perhaps…can you search where they could be…

Asuka: I guess I got no choice…

(It’s a few minutes before Asuka gets an answer…)

Asuka: O.K, it’s a bit of the way. When is he going? 

Leon: 3.

Asuka: I think it would be better if you came back here and got the map.

Leon: Gotcha.

(Leon explains to the team and before long, they are heading back, realising the importance of this next part. As they head back, Team 3 are at the town hall, the Chief calling them to do a press conference. This will be a test of a different nature for the detectives.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3

(The press have emerged, as the team wonder whether to follow Asuka’s advice or to be more open. It seems Bean will be doing most of the talking and following cues and notes from the two girls. The hidden test is a bit more complicated.)

Hidden test: Avoid revealing the key points, but give them enough information to get the message across.

(Inside the town hall, the Tachikawas and bodyguard Nuriko are there with them. With Nuriko cleared, the fact that Guile isn’t there either is suspicious (though we know why…kinda). The press settle down as Bean has to try and become a public speaker…not easy for someone whose more of a public outlaw.)

Interviewer 1: Can the investigators tell us what happened in the day of questions?

Bean: We can reveal that her last movements were on the train leaving Ruru’s island and she was attacked as she left the train.

Interviewer 2: Was the attack motivated by anger, was it a sexual assault?

Bean: That…we can’t disclose at this present time.

Interviewer 1: Does that mean you don’t know?

Bean: We cannot comment at this time because whilst we know the names of many suspects, we still haven’t acquired the nature of this attack.

Interviewer 2: Are any of these so called suspects involving the mayoral race of Macaba?

(Bean turns to Anna, who shakes her head.)

Bean: We cannot name any excused members, as the old cliché goes, it’s innocent until proven guilty.

Interviewer 2: What about the weapon user Bulleta…we heard rumours about her being a bounty hunter…

(This is the key question.)

Bean: Yes, that may be true but we cannot confirm it.

Interviewer 1: So you do confirm that she is a suspect…

Bean: (realising he’s messed up) We can confirm that she amongst others are considered in our inquiries, but we cannot divuldge this information at this time.

Interviewer 3: What about how she died? Was it by a shot or by stab or…

Bean: Again, I cannot say.

Nuriko: O.K, I think that’s enough…clear out!

(The interviewers and photographers are ushered out, with Bean’s slip of the tongue making him feel a bit awkward.)

Bean: Damn…I screwed up.

Anna: It’s O.K Bean…

Bean: No…it isn’t…we’re gonna fail because of me…

(The team seem a bit distraught…not a good day for Team 3, especially Bean Bandit. Will it cost him though?)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – ABANDONED SHED

(The team via navigation throughout the bushes manage to make it to the abandoned shed without being noticed. From their, Taro keeps a surveillance on them to make sure they don’t screw up.)

(Inside the shed, Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki have to play the waiting game, because it could be a long wait.)

*   *   *   *

(Back at HQ, Asuka has given the details of the map to Team 1, and now knowing where they have to go, need to scope out the place before deciding what to do next. Meanwhile a disappointed Team 3 have come back, as Asuka noticing the look on their faces, seems to smile.)

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: (whispering) We’ve got to do something else after this as well…

Kikuchi: (whispering) I know, and we don’t know how long we’re going to be either…

(Shot as Kano drinks a cup of hot chocolate that the team have prepared. There isn’t much in the way of hearing, apart from some music that Bunnie is probably listening to.)

(However, their game is nearly given away by the phone ringing…)

Kano: (answering it quickly still whispering) Hello?

Asuka: Are you guys coming back any time soon?

Kano: (whispering) I don’t think so.

Asuka: What? I can’t hear you?

Kano: (whispering) We’re undercover…we can’t talk…

Asuka: What? Speak up…

(Kano gives up and turns the phone off. Fortunately, nothing seems to have been changed. However, Kano realises a new development is happening…)

Kano: (whispering) I need to pee…

(The two boys almost snicker as Kano looks miffed…and suddenly goes all shy. Kikuchi also seems to blush but the two guys turn out as Kano shyly uses the pee bottle. Outside, Taro seems disappointed…)

Taro: Nuts…so it’s not like the Murder Game show in the UK then…

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – 1.30pm – FACTORY HUT 74

(A line of former manufacturing huts are on the east side of Macaba, where the team have just arrived to listen in and to find Guile. Here is their hidden test extra.)

HIDDEN TEST: Don’t get spotted.

Seta: Something tells me we’ve got to spy here…

Leon: We should go inside and check it out and see if there is anywhere we can hide…

Videl: Roger that.

(The three head inside the hut, which has a ground floor and an upper one, but it’s pretty derelict, with a hole between the two floors. Videl takes a short cut and flies up there as the two guys take the traditional stairs.)

Videl: We need to listen it then basically…

Seta: That letter does suggest a meeting so we need to listen in, so cramp up…

(Unfortunately, they are about to get a nasty wake up call…Guile is heading their way and he’s coming early…)

Leon: Would downstairs be easier?

Videl: Maybe but it would probably be easier to see us…

(Guile enters and hears them…)

Guile: Huh?

(Leon looks down and Guile spots him. He rushes off.)

Leon: Damn!

(The three of them jump down the floors and run after Guile who is off on top speed. Seta and Videl however are quite fast runners themselves and Guile takes a different approach to getting them off their tail…)

Guile: (turns) SONIC BOOM!

(A wave of energy comes out of Guile’s arms heading towards the investigators!)

(Fortunately, Leon’s police training allows him to roll out of the way whilst Videl and Seta jump over it and without missing a step continue to run.)

Guile: Damn!

(Guile heads towards a car, presumingly his, and gets in it before the two investigators can get to him. He takes off like a bat out of hell, as Seta quickly gets the licence number.)

Seta: TA0Y L14.

Videl: Damn.

Leon: That it?

Seta: No. There has to be a reason why he was waiting there…let’s hide out here and see if anyone else comes.

(Seta’s quick thinking comes in handy as they hide this time underneath their own van and wait to see if anyone comes by…)

2.05pm

(After waiting half an hour, someone does come. It’s one of Akiko’s flunkies, Arisa. She waits a while before getting on a mobile phone. NOTE: The following conversation, the investigators only hear Arisa’s side, not Guiles.)

Arisa: Hey, where are you?

Guile: I was there!

Arisa: So why aren’t you here now?

Guile: Those investigators were there…I had to escape them and had a bloody difficult time doing that as well…

Arisa: You know that Lady Akiko doesn’t like waiting…

Guile: Excuse me for that…

Arisa: Well, you got yourself into this, you get yourself out of it. (ends conversation)

(The team meanwhile have heard the words ‘Lady Akiko’ and now seem to have established a link between Akiko and Guile. What does this mean in terms of the murder?)

*   *   *   *

2.40pm – TEAM 2

(The team have been very patient so far, and finally get their rewards.)

(Approaching Bunnie are two other suspects who have lied to investigators, Ah-Tsing and Tifa. Bunnie sees them and speaks.)

Bunnie: Hi y’all!

(Immediately hearing her voice, the team snap to attention.)

Ah-Tsing: Sorry we had to bother you, but everything has been muddled up as you can expect.

Bunnie: Oh with those investigators and all that…

Tifa: Please, we’ve had enough trouble with those guys already…

Bunnie: So what’s up? It sounded important…

Ah-Tsing: We need your help with something.

Bunnie: Why me?

Tifa: You’re the only one strong enough we think who can sort this out.

Ah-Tsing: Besides, we had to lie to investigators about you know what…even under these circumstances I don’t want to let the cat out of the bag yet…

Bunnie: No go getting the bracelet back yet then…

(Ah-Tsing shakes his head)

Tifa: No, we’ve been to the morgue and even searched the railway site, but no luck. Our only other option is that…well…

Bunnie: I see. You mean whoever made Mimi kick the bucket has the bracelet…

(Kikuchi adds notes as Yamazaki and Kano listen in.)

Tifa: If that’s the case, problem is we don’t know who did it of course. 

Ah-Tsing: Well, the bracelet is worth so much to me, both in value and in my own personal pride…

Bunnie: It’s an heirloom sugar isn’t it?

Ah-Tsing: Yes, given to me from the emperor of China, it’s value is unprecentented. But for Meiri…the money for it is nothing…

Tifa: If it’s worth so much, wouldn’t the more likely people be someone who isn’t wealthy perhaps?

(They both stare at Bunnie who looks at them with the evil eye…)

Bunnie: You ain’t accusing me now are ya?

Tifa: A joke Bunnie, a joke. 

Bunnie: No seriously…do you think I wanted detectives knowing I have a knife thrower I bought the day before the murder…geez, I just was using it for apple practice for you know what…

Tifa: We know we saw you when we came to this place the evening. We spoke to Duo…

(At this Kano scribbles something down to Kikuchi and Yamazaki. It reads ‘TIFA AND AH-TSING – LINK WITH EITHER SCREWDRIVER OR KNIFE THROWER’. They nod.)

Ah-Tsing: Anyway, we’d better go. If anyone saw us like this, they’d think we were plotting.

Bunnie: But we are sugar!

(The three laugh as the two 8th Heaven residents leave and Bunnie goes back to work. For Team 2, it’s time to clear up and make sure they don’t leave anything behind that proves they were here.)

(Yamazaki and Kikuchi manage to do that well, sorting out the electronic equipment from the more personal equipment. After double checking that it’s presentable, the team head back to HQ, confident on a job well done.)

*   *   *   *

3.30pm

Kikuchi: We’re not back 5 minutes and we’ve got another job to go to.

(Shot of Kikuchi, Kano and Yamazaki just having time to get a bite to eat…and see Bean collapsed in the middle of the table.)

Kano: That doesn’t look good…

Bean: I never it would feel this bad…

Yamazaki: What happened?

Bean: I screwed up at the conference. The fact that I’m the one that failed makes it worse. I’m not used to failure, and letting those two girls down made it worse…

Yamazaki: Ah…sorry…

Bean: Don’t apologise kid…besides, it’s bad enough that I can’t even reply to a Leon smirk or something…at least Videl is keeping it civil…I could do with some alchohol now…

(There’s plenty of other stuff in Inside HQ to look at, such as Dr. Seta running a diagnostic on Anna (and getting another cut to his skull), and Leon getting suspicious of Kano and Kikuchi, but that’s there and this is here…)

*   *   *   *

5.00pm – TEAM 2 – WB LIBRARY

(Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki head off to the library, where an enduring day may result in their pass or fail in searching information on the suspects (NOTE: They will almost certainly be revisiting in the near future). Their main inquiry is to find out about Seto Kaiba’s alibi, but any other information would be extremely helpful. Hidden test time…)

HIDDEN TEST: Locate a key piece of information related to the day before the crime.

(The three split up into three units. Yamazaki begins searching the newspaper files of the days leading up to the murder. Kano looks up the profiles of the suspects on the confidential files whilst hacker extraordinaire Kikuchi takes to the computer, to clear Kaiba or suspect him plus anything else he can find out.)

Kano: Go for it troops!

(Yamazaki seems to be a good speed reader as he flies through newspapers the days before and on the day of the murder. He then spots something interesting on a paper dated the day before…)

Yamazaki: Kano?

(Kano stops her search and joins Yamazaki whilst Kikuchi, the second fastest typist known to man (the first: you’re reading his work…J) speeds his way locating Kaiba’s records.)

Kikuchi: And with a click…

(On the screen we can clearly see that Kaiba not only has sent an e-mail to Isis on the day of the murder at 12.55pm, he also sent other e-mails at various times to people involved in Kaiba Corp, at 12.58, 1.02, 1.05, 1.11 and 1.14pm before not doing anything else…but one of the e-mails is suspicious…)

Kikuchi: So Akiko…you weren’t on at 1.05pm huh?

(Shot of the e-mail kaibaseto@kc.jp to natsumeapccgnn@mhq.jp and at Akiko’s side it says ‘UNABLE TO DELIVER’. Why is that?)

Kikuchi: Guys, Kaiba is cleared but Akiko looks more of a suspect day by day.

Kano: Great, but Kikuchi-kun, come here…

(Kikuchi walks up and looks at what Yamazaki seems to have found. The newspaper is dated 29th July (the day before the murder) and the story involves LOCAL GOVERNMENT OVERTAKE – HOSTEL HERO SHOT)

Kikuchi: But that’s in a U.S Independent…why is it important?

Kano: Read on my man, read on.

(Kikuchi does and his eyes widen…)

Kikuchi: Oh boy…

(The article is about an article about Terry Bogard, as you can guess is Andy’s Brother, working a deal with a Mexician businessman Robert Garcia in trying to focus on a New York enterprise in working with youth hostels. However, the owners of this company, the US firm of the Tachikawa branch, wouldn’t budge. They tried it seems to eliminate Terry and Robert by force but the two are very skilled martial artists. However, it seems like Terry was shot during the ordeal, whilst surviving, has been in critical state. Since then, the shares of the Tachikawa capital declined, but because the gunman wasn’t an employee of the Tachikawa firm, nothing can go against them as there is no proof the gunman was involved.)

Kano: So, to say this gives an Andy a motive would be an understatement.

Kikuchi: And could explain how he got beat up if someone sent from the Tachikawa firm to stop him.

Yamazaki: Shall we search some more?

(The team do so around the newspapers for more information, keeping the bit they have on Andy’s brother under wraps for the moment. Kano prints off the profiles of the suspects and they head off back to HQ, hoping they got what they came for.)

KAIBA CLEARED

*   *   *   *

8.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(The teams are all back, and Asuka is taking the evening conference. The discussion of the days events are well under way.)

Asuka: …we now know about the fact that Ah Tsing’s bracelet seems to be coming more and more a focal point, and now we know the worth of it. 

Kikuchi: Considering that it is probably worth so much money, if the killer did indeed take it, that could give anybody a motive, whether for the wealth, or if it’s someone who doesn’t need it, a good reason for framing.

Kano: The suspects at the scrapyard however were added by the information we found at the library. The fact that a Tadchikawa business firm nearly killed by the looks of things Andy’s brother and is it coincidental that he gets attacked soon after…

Leon: Vengence can be a petty motive but it’s one that works.

Asuka: With the information from that, we also know that Guile is on the run, although we are unsure why. We also know about a link with Akiko for him, and also that her e-mail was somehow blocked when Seto Kaiba, now cleared, e-mailed her.

Seta: Which brings us back to Bulleta of course. With her links with Akiko and now Excel, she’s another prime suspect…

(With information gathered and hours closing towards the third killer’s game, the detectives are understandably nervous. Who will be the killer’s third victim?)

*   *   *   *

10.00pm – FINAL MEETING

(The Chief enters to take the day’s final events, and to pass or fail the teams. After that, the detectives one by one vote for one of the failed detectives and the one with the highest number of votes is the first to play the killer’s game. The second person is chosen by the Lead Investigator…who will Asuka pick?)

Sam: Good evening.

All: Evening Chief.

Sam: Before we recap the days events, we have received some vital information concerning the murder weapon AND also the photo which Team 3 found at Mimi’s grave yesterday.

(They all nod)

Sam: From the screwdriver, we can confirm that the blood on the tip did belong to Mimi. The length also matches the head wound made my Mimi, so we almost have a given about the murder weapon. With the knife thrower, Team 2, did you find anything out?

Kano: We know that during our bugging, Bunnie said she used the knife thrower for ‘apple practice’. She didn’t know we were there so it’s a good possibility that she could be telling the truth.

Sam: True, but it’s not a complete possibility is it Kikuchi?

Kikuchi: One of the theories I’ve derived is that the killer could have used the screwdriver as a plant, whilst killing Mimi with something else, like the knife thrower for example.

Sam: Yes, we need to know about Bunnie’s weapon more for complete concrete evidence. But keep that in mind and who could have access to the screwdriver through the information you’ve gathered.

(The teams nod)

Sam: Let’s move on to the photograph. In it as you know are the Tachikawa’s and two other people, including a young Mimi. The other two people, one we know is Professor Tomoe, a gifted professor who currently is in the local hospital suffering from amnesia. Do you know anyone else with the name link?

(The team seem a bit stumped unsure…but then Anna remembers something.)

Anna: Um…er…

Sam: Go on Anna.

Anna: (blushing) When I…spied…on Andy’s records, it said something about who was visiting and is Hotaru’s last name Tomoe?

Sam: Well done Anna. That is correct. The girl in the picture along with Mimi is a young Hotaru Tomoe, the adopted daughter of Michiru Ka’ioh and Haruka Ten’oh. So a picture of a young Hotaru, a young Mimi and their families, in Mimi’s grave? Something doesn’t add up…

Bean: If the killer planted it, then…

Sam: Exactly. The killer is starting to play games with you. And speaking of which…

(It’s now time to see which teams have passed or failed their line of inquiry.)

Sam: Team 1. Leon, Seta and Videl. On Day 1, you three travelled to Ruru’s Island, where you interviewed Hibiki Amawa. You managed to confront him about the DNA evidence you had on Mimi without antagonising him or accusing him of rape. If it was a clear cut rape case, you should have arrested him, cautioned him and taken a statement, but as it wasn’t according to him, you didn’t. That was the right thing to do, but we are keeping an eye on him in case.

(They nod)

Sam: On Day 2, you visited the US off shore base where you found out that Guile had been out of town the last few days ever since the murder. You got to search his cabin and found a note suggesting where he was going that day. Let’s have a look what happened when you did get there…

*   *   *   *

Leon: Would downstairs be easier?

Videl: Maybe but it would probably be easier to see us…

(Guile enters and hears them…)

Guile: Huh?

(Leon looks down and Guile spots him. He rushes off.)

Leon: Damn!

(The three of them jump down the floors and run after Guile who is off on top speed. Seta and Videl however are quite fast runners themselves and Guile takes a different approach to getting them off their tail…)

Guile: (turns) SONIC BOOM!

(A wave of energy comes out of Guile’s arms heading towards the investigators!)

(Fortunately, Leon’s police training allows him to roll out of the way whilst Videl and Seta jump over it and without missing a step continue to run.)

*   *   *   *

Sam: I’m glad you managed to avoid getting hurt, however, you were complacent. You needed to remain hidden, and you didn’t take the fact that he could have came early for the meeting. Whilst you did well in finding out who he was linked with and his licence plate number, because of that mistake in him spotting you, I have no choice. I am failing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 1 – Leon, Seta, Videl – FAILED – Can face the group vote)

Sam: Team 2. Kano, Kikuchi and Yamazaki. On Day 1, the three of you interviewed Bunnie Rabbot and Duo Maxwell. You managed to find out everything that linked with Bunnie, and you managed to also find out that Bunnie lied to you of course. You managed to clear Link during this time as well. That was very good.

(The team nod)

Sam: On Day 2, you went back there and successfully managed to bug her and the scrapyard without her knowing. You kept a sound mind and didn’t give anything away and your patience was rewarded when you found out information from Ah Tsing and Tifa. They seem to be plotting something, although they are being real secretive about it. As you said, you also found information about the knife thrower and also that Tifa and Ah-Tsing were there the night before the murder, another possible link to the murder weapon. Well done. 

(The team are slowly relaxing)

Sam: Finally, you went to the library and found out key information involving Andy Bogard and why he was attacked. You also managed to cleared Seto Kaiba and find out that at the time of the murder Akiko’s e-mails weren’t responding. You did a lot in these 2 days and I’m proud of you. So, Kano, Kikuchi, Yamazaki, I’m passing you on your lines of enquiry.

(TEAM 2 – Kano, Kikuchi, Yamazaki – PASSED – Immune from group vote)

Sam: Team 3. Anna, Bean and Misao. On Day 1, you had the task of interviewing Excel, a difficult job, but one you was well equipped to do as you managed to get the get point of an Excel/Bulleta link and the fact that Bulleta had a contract to kill one of the mayoral candidates, although it was never revealed who was the contact or the hit. You also found out about that Bulleta for some reason seemed to refuse the job…although she could have changed her mind if it was indeed Mimi. 

(They nod)

Sam: On the night, you travelled to the filled grave site which you got as a clue from the killer clue the other night. After some hard work, you found the photograph of Mimi and her family and Hotaru with her biological father, giving us a new link in the puzzle. On Day 2, however, you set out to do a press conference. Let’s have a look how you did.

*   *   *   *

Bean: We cannot name any excused members, as the old cliché goes, it’s innocent until proven guilty.

Interviewer 2: What about the weapon user Bulleta…we heard rumours about her being a bounty hunter…

(This is the key question.)

Bean: Yes, that may be true but we cannot confirm it.

Interviewer 1: So you do confirm that she is a suspect…

Bean: (realising he’s messed up) We can confirm that she amongst others are considered in our inquiries, but we cannot divuldge this information at this time.

Interviewer 3: What about how she died? Was it by a shot or by stab or…

Bean: Again, I cannot say.

*   *   *   *

Sam: Unfortunately Bean, revealing the name of a suspect to the press is like sending a warning signal to get them out of town. I think you were also too defensive around certain questions which you could have answered, such as sexual motivation, because that is false because of the evidence that it happened the day before the murder of course. So Anna, Bean, Misao, I have no choice. I am failing you on your lines of enquiry.

(TEAM 3 – Anna, Bean, Misao – FAILED – Are eligible for the group vote.)

(It’s now time for the group vote. 6 people (Anna, Bean, Leon, Misao, Seta and Videl are up for it. The 9 of them all vote one at a time in a singular room with the Chief.)

*   *   *   *

Sam: Seta, who are you going to pick for the killer’s game and why?

Seta: It’s a tough choice Chief, but as much as I feel she’s doing better, I’m going to vote for Misao, for her own good if nothing else more.

(Misao)

Misao: I will vote for…Leon. He still seems to tend to blame others for his own mistakes and doesn’t seem to feel responsibility.

(Yamazaki)

Yamazaki: I will vote for Leon. He remains in my opinion the weakest link in the whole group.

(Anna)

Anna: I’m going to vote for Leon because whilst the killer game from the other night seems to have affected him, I still don’t see him improving much despite his police experience.

(Leon)

Leon: I’m voting for Bean. He messed up in that inquiry and his team paid for it.

(Kikuchi)

Kikuchi: I will vote for Leon. He still doesn’t seem to comprehend the people police skills and seems to rely on other stronger detectives to work rather than use his own skills to his advantage.

(Videl)

Videl: I’ll vote for Bean. He’s a struggle for me to work with and the sooner he’s out of the house I feel it will be much better for all of us.

(Bean)

Bean: I’ll vote for Leon…he’s a cop and I’m doing a better job than he is, and trust me, after the last inquiry, that’s saying something.

(Kano)

Kano: I’ll vote for Leon. He needs to go, that’s all.

*   *   *   *

(Sam comes downstairs, all the detectives have voted and Sam releases the results.)

Sam: The first person to play the killer’s game…

(Shots of Misao, Leon and Bean)

Sam: …will be…

(Another shot)

Sam: …Leon.

VOTES

LEON (6) – Anna, Bean, Kano, Kikuchi, Misao, Yamazaki

BEAN (2) – Leon, Videl

MISAO (1) – Seta

(Leon looks a combination of being a little miffed and not really surprised. He sighs.)

Sam: The second person to play the killer’s game will be chosen by the Lead Investigator. Asuka, if you please…

(Asuka bounces her way to the front and chooses her victim.)

Asuka: I’m picking my choice because I feel this person is becoming a weakness to the team and judging by this person’s performance in the most recent inquiry, I feel it’s need to happen. I choose Anna to play the killer’s game, I feel she should have led her team to a stronger performance in the press conference and she was recently hurt which could be a liability to the team.

(Anna’s face is one of complete shock and horror…and hers isn’t the only one as many of the group take stares at both her and Asuka…looks of disblief. Surprisingly, the one who is shocked the most is Seta, who looks flabbergasted.)

(Sam hands out two envelopes, one to Anna and one to Leon. These contain the locations of the killer’s game. One has a clue at the end of it, the other the killer. The Chief has no idea where the killer will strike.)

Anna: The Derelict Gym.

Leon: The Toy Factory.

Sam: Good luck. I think you’re going to need it.

*   *   *   *

(Leon in his room, sighs as Seta and Kikuchi look on)

Leon: I didn’t want to go this early.

Kikuchi: Unfortunately, it appears your reputation from the past stopped you from being good in the eyes of the younger detectives.

(Kikuchi leaves as Leon looks on)

Leon: Damn…bet he voted for me.

Seta: I guess…I didn’t before you asked, I voted for Misao.

Leon: It still sucks…

Seta: (slowly) Yeah…

(Anna’s room…she’s not happy to say the least…)

Anna: (crying) She…she…

Kano: (hugging her) We know why she did it, you’re a threat to her, she’s just using that stomach excuse to try and get you off.

Anna: I’m…I’m O.K now…Seta helped me, it was just a case of over exercising and of an old tennis injury…but…

(Anna sighs)

Anna: If I come back…I don’t know how I’ll deal with her.

Kano: Don’t then. Me and Kikuchi will…

Misao: Miss Anna…please come back…

(Anna looks at Misao in her PJs, looking sad. Anna bends down and the two hug for a while, both crying as Kano shakes her head.)

*   *   *   *

Videl: Remember what Inez said about tact?

Asuka: So what? I managed to convince Inez to give me the role and I got what I want. Wondergirl is so going down today.

Videl: It’s 50/50 chance you know.

Asuka: Yeah, but so far both the people the LI has chosen have been eliminated.

Videl: Looks like you don’t know the phrase ‘3rd times the charm’ then.

(Asuka laughs but when Bean enters, the laughter stops.)

Bean: You know…the way you did that…I would have preferred if I had went. I screwed up yet you used that as a way for a pathetic grudge.

Asuka: So what? Yamazaki did the exact same thing…

Bean: That’s because his friend was eliminated by Inez…what the hell did Anna do to you?

(That question raised wide eyes by Videl, but Asuka is undeterred)

Asuka: I’m allowed to vote for whoever I want for whatever reason.

Bean: Whatever, but mark my words, if Anna doesn’t come back, your ass in this game is cooked, because besides the two cops here, no-one is going to give a damn about you, and you’ll be going game after game after game. Did you think about what the others think…no, of course not. News flash girl, this isn’t some bastard ego trip…

(Bean leaves as Asuka still has a confident grin)

Asuka: What’s his problem?

Videl: I’ve wondered that myself…

*   *   *   *

11.30pm

(11.30 and the two victims for the killer’s game are equipped and heading for their location. Leon goes out first to go to the toy factory. He says a goodbye to Videl and then to Seta before heading off.)

(Anna goes after, but she’s had to say goodbye to almost everyone before going. A goodbye hug to Seta and Videl is her last move as she heads out to either find a clue or find a killer.)

CHECK OUT INSIDE HQ FOR THE GROUP’S THOUGHTS BETWEEN NOW AND THE RETURN…

*   *   *   *

12.00pm

(DERELICT GYM – ANNA)

(The two are fitted with infra red cameras and flashlights, plus their clothes and a bag to put the killer clue in. One of them however won’t be needing that…)

Anna: I’m going to hate this…I get scared way too easily…

(Enters gym…and immediately some weights fall down from a platform)

Anna: KYYYAAAAHHH! (breathes out) Not good…

*   *   *   *

12.01pm

(TOY FACTORY – LEON)

Leon: A toy factory. Talk about ridiculous…

(A toy piano suddenly starts playing ‘The Funeral March’ as a clown doll pops up and does an evil laugh.)

Leon: Oh shut up.

*   *   *   *

Anna: Kanzaki-san…Kris-san…give me strength…

(Anna follows the arrows where an empty room except for a yin/yang symbol on a wall is there…and it starts to spin.)

Anna: Oh god…

(And promptly explodes.)

Anna: (jumps back and breathes heavily) I don’t want to do this…I don’t…

*   *   *   *

Leon: O.K, this is pretty screwed up now.

(Leon has now got to a room where a lot of toys in true Toy Story style seem to be alive, moving towards him.)

Leon: I’ve got no time for this crap…

(Leon hurries on.)

*   *   *   *

(Cue the dramatic music, and cut to the ‘KILLER’S CAM’ The green camera shot as combination slow motion and fast forward shots interlope. The music picks up as we follow the killer moving on location.)

Anna: What now…AAHHH!

(A skeleton has fallen on top of Anna as she’s climbing some steps. Anna hurriedly knocks it away…and is tempted to go back, but moves on, praying it will be over soon.)

Leon: Now what?

(Fake toy guns appears from a central room in the toy factory and ‘shoot’ Leon. Leon almost ducks but realises they are fake.)

Leon: Damn…

(Anna)

Anna: Now where…(shot of a room with a safe in it)

(Leon)

Leon: The arrows lead me around here…(shot of a room with an office desk.)

(Simulaneous shots of them reaching for something then…)

Anna: KYYYAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHH!

Leon: What the…NOOOOOO…

(Fade to black)

*   *   *   *

(One of the vans has returned as inside the briefing room, although it’s nearly 12.45pm, all of them up, tired but awaiting the result.)

(The room darkens blue as the double doors open…)

(…and it’s…)

All (mostly): YEEEAAAAAHHHHHH!

(Emerging from the double doors, scared, tired, emotionally exhausted…but victorious…is Anna Reispegi. She is greeted with a hug from Kano and then Misao, who seems to not want to let go as Anna is forced to pick up the girl, but Anna has a small smile on her pretty face.)

Seta: You did it Anna-chan.

Anna: H-hai. That has drained me more than any marathon…

(Anna is helped into a chair as Kikuchi smiles and gives her a soda. At the back, Asuka however, is not happy at all, and notices Bean gives a smirk in her direction. Videl, seemingly neutral, also goes over to give Anna her congratulations.)

Anna: I hated it. Absolutely hated it. I wouldn’t wish this on my worst enemy…

(Her worst enemy maybe in trouble now. Anna Reispegi has survived the 3rd killer’s game. Leon McDohl hasn’t. What does this lead to now? Find out next time on The Murder Game)

*   *   *   *

Go to Inside HQ to find out the following;

Kano and Kikuchi come under the microscope of some of the older detectives. Asuka’s plan for eliminated Anna is under way…but Videl isn’t so sure, especially as Seta seems to be on Anna’s side. Leon still doesn’t seem to get a clue… …and speaking of them, find out the killer’s clue that Anna brought back from the killer’s game. 

And next time on The Murder Game

Mimi is buried. What will the detectives find out at the funeral? The killer clue brings in more revelations that young Hotaru may be a key to the puzzle… A witness at the railway station reveals new info about the Tachikawas. And if things couldn’t get worse…the killer strikes again. 

Talk about a lot of work.

I’m not sure if the killers game was intended to surprise you, but the signs were there, so maybe not. Ah well.

A few notes on the characters.

Hibiki Amawa: He’s similar to Nuriko in that he is very convincing in his role as a woman. As for the whole ‘Mimi seducing thing’, it could happen as he does fall in love with one of his students, though in that case it’s definitely a more protective relationship.

Taro and his references: Taro from Lain is pretty much a 12 year old know it all of the Wired…and he’s a horrible flirt. His reference to Kano in the shed is a joke that in the UK Murder Game, Mel did go outside to take a pee which was one of the reasons the team failed that week (movement). No such luck for Taro.

Anna’s injury: The tennis injury I alluded to was when Anna was repeatedly hit in the stomach and chest with tennis shots during a match against Mylandah in BAV. This is elaborated more in Inside HQ though.

So the case is getting more and more complicated. 3 down, 9 to go. Who will be next? Take the quiz and find out next time!

MURDER GAME

Episode 4

Yosha! And thus becomes another episode in the Excel saga that is only known as the Murder Game.

From here on in, things start to get a bit more violent and bloody so this isn’t for the kiddies…then again, you probably don’t care anyway…you WANT to see the blood and guts, so why am I even giving this warning in the first place?

Ahem…carry on people.

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on The Murder Game…

(The then 10 investigators as separate shots appear of each of them performing their last line of inquiry.)

Chromus: The remaining detectives tried to rally together, and despite some initial success, it mostly ended in failure for the team as some were botched…

(Guile enters and hears them…)

Guile: Huh?

(Leon looks down and Guile spots him. He rushes off.)

Leon: Damn!

Chromus: …and some were unfortunate.

Bean: Yes, that may be true but we cannot confirm it.

Interviewer 1: So you do confirm that she is a suspect…

Bean: (realising he’s messed up) We can confirm that she amongst others are considered in our inquiries, but we cannot divulge this information at this time.

Interviewer 3: What about how she died? Was it by a shot or by stab or…

Bean: Again, I cannot say.

Chromus: Failure comes with a price, and two failures went out to play the killer’s game…although not without some surprise choosing from the then lead investigator.

Asuka: I feel it needs to happen. I choose Anna to play the killer’s game, I feel she should have led her team to a stronger performance in the press conference and she was recently hurt which could be a liability to the team.

Chromus: However despite this, Anna escaped.

All (mostly): YEEEAAAAAHHHHHH!

(Emerging from the double doors, scared, tired, emotionally exhausted…but victorious…is Anna Reispegi. She is greeted with a hug from Kano and then Misao, who seems to not want to let go as Anna is forced to pick up the girl, but Anna has a small smile on her pretty face.)

Chromus: Leon is gone. 9 remain.

*   *   *   *

9.00am – DAY 7 

(Today is an important day of the inquiry, because today is the day where Mimi’s funeral occurs. The other day, the investigators found a photograph of Mimi and her family with a young Hotaru Tomoe and her biological father, now identified as Souichi Tomoe.)

(Shot as Sam Lockhart makes his way to the table. As a veteran of solving things for the Quad-R, Sam is a seasoned professional when it comes to things like this. He expects the best. He passes and fails the teams on how they do on their lines of inquiry. Nothing gets by him.)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning Chief… (Shot of each of the 9 remaining, front row: Asuka, Seta, Videl. Middle row: Bean, Yamazaki, Misao. Back row: Kikuchi, Kano, Anna.)

Sam: Last night, we lost another person to the killer as Leon McDohl became the killer’s third victim. Last night, he records his last will and testament. On it, he will name the 4th Lead Investigator, let’s see who he chose.

(Sam presses a button and the television screen flares up to reveal Leon McDohl….)

Leon: If I am the victim, I will choose like I chose last time, Videl Satan. A responsible, strong and intelligent girl if I ever saw one and a worthwhile choice to be a lead investigator.

Sam: Videl, take your seat.

(The DBZ representative take the LI’s chair, as a few people seem happy, others less so…namely Bean.)

Sam: Last night, I got a rather disturbing message from what we are presuming as the killer as it happened not long after Leon’s death was reported. Have a listen.

(Sam presses another button and soon, a distorted voice is overhead…)

??????: SO THE POLICE OFFICER’S BEEN RETIRED. WELL…I’M TIRED OF PLAYING GOODY-TWO-SHOES WITH YOU FREAKS…SOMEONE IS GOING TO GET THEIR THROAT SLlT, AND TRUST ME…I’LL ENJOY EVERY DELICIOUS MOMENT OF IT. MAYBE I’LL THROTTLE ONE OF THE CUTE GIRLS NECKS…OR MAYBE I’LL CRACK EVERY BONE OF ONE OF THOSE MUSCLE MEN…EITHER WAY…IT WILL BE SOOOO MUCH FUN!

(The message cuts off. A shot of the detectives note a VERY SCARED Misao, a nervous Anna, even Kikuchi seems to have lost his legendary calm.)

Sam: We have a psycho out there, and this person is going to strike again if we aren’t careful. O.K, we are now going to have a good look at the killer clue which Anna brought back last night.

(Shot of the Chief insert the video tape (the killer clue) that Anna brought back. On it are a series of clips, involving Usagi, Chibi-Usa and Hotaru from Sailor Moon. On the track, the dub is playing over it and it’s saying the following.)

Dub track: Today, Chibi-Usa is introducing us to our new friend, Hotaru Tomoe. She seems like a very nice girl…well, you know what they say, opposites attract? (Video cuts off.)

(Sam turns to the investigators.)

Sam: What does that tell us?

Seta: There is someone of significance in that video, Hotaru Tomoe. She lives with Michiru and Haruka in the Kai’oh mansion.

Kano: We’ve also got that picture of Hotaru with what appears to be Mimi and her family, plus someone…her real father?

Sam: Very good you two. It seems the killer is suggesting there may be something to do with Hotaru…of course, it could be a red herring, but there could be a link towards her, and the obvious link is with Michiru. We have confirmed that the man is question is indeed Hotaru’s father, Professor Souichi Tomoe. Unfortunately, he is suffering from amnesia from an aeroplane explosion where he and Hotaru were the only survivors. Hotaru since went into Michiru’s custody as an adoptive mother, and Hotaru herself needs regular treatments. I want one team to go to the Kai’oh mansion and interview Michiru and one person must also interview Hotaru as well. This will be a team of three so Videl, if you please…

(Videl picks a careful team of three, and goes with Kikuchi, Bean and Anna. They will interview Michiru.)

Sam: Now, who ELSE has a connection with Hotaru? Anna?

Anna: We know that Andy Bogard has a link with her, as well as Yuri Sakizaki. 

Sam: Yes. Those two also have a link with her, as Michiru seems to trust them with Hotaru. Also, we now know some information on Andy revolving around a motive as well.

Kikuchi: It appears that his brother may have been shot involving someone from the Tachikawa branch in the US.

Sam: Team 2 will visit the Sakizaki mansion. This will be a team of two as we need one person for each separately. You will learn as much as you can about their relationship with the Kai’oh and about Hotaru in particular. Videl?

(Videl chooses Seta and Asuka for Team 2. They will interview Andy and Yuri.)

Sam: Which leaves Kano, Yamazaki and Misao as Team 3. You’re team has a special job to do. As you know, today is the day of Mimi’s funeral. It starts around…3pm, so until then where you visit, I want you to go to the library once more, and look for information around Professor Souichi Tomoe. Find out what his expertise was, and most importantly, any links he might have with Mimi…or any of the other suspects.

(All three teams have their enquiries now. Team 1 (Kikuchi, Bean, Anna) will interview Hotaru and Michiru to learn as much as they can from them. Team 2 (Seta, Asuka) will interview Yuri and Andy, and learn about their relationship with the Kai’oh family. Team 3 (Kano, Yamazaki, Misao) will visit the library and learn what they can about Souichi Tomoe, Hotaru’s father.)

Sam: Remember, suspect everyone. Trust no-one. And for the love of god, be careful out there. This killer is getting serious. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

9.20am

(The Hotaru-based line of inquiry is beginning, as the teams begin sorting out their tasks. It’s not brilliant work though when a glancing eye or a worrying stare could always mean you are in line to make a mistake.)

Bean: Looks like you’re stuck with me again sweetheart…

Anna: (blushes) Um, I don’t mind, it’s O.K…

Kikuchi: We’ll make sure we pass this time guys, I want that taste of victory again after last time…

Bean: (sighs) Fat chance that’s going to help me even if we pass…

(Asuka on the other hand is pretty chuffed about the way things have turned out…)

Asuka: You know, I was not happy this morning, but all of a sudden, things are looking up for me.

Seta: (sighing) Right, right. Let’s just get ready.

(The final team have a slight advantage as Kano and Yamazaki have already been to the library, and are always willing to help Misao at any chance.)

Kano: It’s pretty simple really the way to get round after all, besides finding information on just one person shouldn’t be a problem…

Misao: Don’t worry, I trust everyone here…

Yamazaki: Did you know that libraries were from the Xing period of the late Manti era? Libraries were the cause of herbal medicine and voodoo curses prepared to stop invading travellers…

Kano/Misao: Hai, hai…

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – Anna, Bean, Kikuchi – Interview Michiru and Hotaru, learn what they can about Hotaru’s biological father and how they came to Hotaru’s adoption.

TEAM 2 – Asuka, Seta – Interview Andy Bogard and Yuri Sakizaki – learn their relationship with the Kai’oh family, and also find out about the attack on Terry from Andy’s POV.

TEAM 3 – Kano, Misao, Yamazaki – Visit the library and learn what they can on Souichi Tomoe. (Later test: Go to Mimi’s funeral.)

9.45am

(The teams prepare to head out on their first lines of inquiry. Team 1 are going to head to the Kai’oh mansion, one of the first lines of inquiry on their first day as Kikuchi and Bean prepares Anna for it.)

Kikuchi: …the house is quite large so we may need to separate them as in upstairs and downstairs Anna. 

Anna: Right, Kano and I saw Michiru during the hospital inquiry as well.

Kikuchi: This could be different though as there is something fishy with that last killer clue. A tape of Hotaru? Seems too obvious…

Bean: Could be a herring…or the killer trying to make us think too much?

Kikuchi: Maybe.

10.00am

(Team 2 are the next to go. Asuka and Seta head to the Sakizaki mansion and the dojo, where Andy and Yuri both reside. Asuka and Seta both prepare as neither wish to fail, especially Asuka, who knows that she could be in trouble.)

Asuka: Well, Plan A failed, but I can always start on a Plan B right Seta?

Seta: Er…yes.

(Asuka seems to have hearts in her eyes around the professor as Seta deliberately tries to avoid it. Good luck Seta…)

10.15am

(Team 3 are the last to go out as the library is an easy way from HQ. Kano, Misao and Yamazaki don’t seem to have any problems at all with each other.)

Kano: We’ll be in and out of there quicker than a sour plum!

Yamazaki: About plums…

Kano: (putting him in a headlock) Please don’t make me go violent…I know I have the Miyazawa reputation on the line but…and besides, going violent with Misao here is not good karma…

Yamazaki: (still smiling) Hai, hai…

(Misao laughs as Kano pouts)

Kano: That was my line!

*   *   *   *

10.30AM – KA’IOH MANSION

(Team 1 are the first to arrive at their line of inquiry, this was where it all started when Michiru invited a few investigators, Bean and Kano included, and also from there was where the car was that exited with the killer video. A lot has already come from here, and the investigators have to be prepared for anything else that could happen.)

Bean: There we go! (helps Anna out and then Kikuchi)

Anna: Thank you kind sir! 

Kikuchi: Everyone ready?

(They nod and head off towards the area…but as they do, an ambulance appears just behind them.)

Bean: Huh?

(Two people get out with a gurney, as the door flings open and Haruka, carrying a passed out Hotaru, hurries out to the ambulance.)

Haruka: Another seizure, this one seems serious!

Man 1: Right!

(Hidden test time…)

HIDDEN TEST: Despite circumstances, remember line of inquiry.

(Outside Michiru also comes out, worried as hell. Kikuchi whispers something to Anna and nods. The two guys go out to Michiru.)

Kikuchi: Are you O.K., miss?

Michiru: Y-yes…but Hotaru…she collapses all of a sudden this morning…and it seems worse than normal…

Haruka: (calling) I’ll go with her…

(Haruka gets on her motorcycle and follows a departing ambulance…but is unaware that Anna, back in the van, is ALSO following them to the hospital. Meanwhile, Bean and Kikuchi are now alone with Michiru.)

Kikuchi: Are you sure you’re O.K?

Michiru: Y-yes…this has happened before, I know she’ll be O.K…but I’ll never g-get used to this.

Bean: We know this is a bad time Miss Kai’oh, but we do need to ask you a few things, and considering it does concern your daughter, we do feel you need to listen.

(Michiru wipes a few tears and nods.)

Michiru: O.K…I’m sorry…

Kikuchi: That’s O.K madam, don’t worry.

(The two men head into the house, whilst back in the van, Anna heads off to the hospital.)

*   *   *   *

10.30AM – SAKIZAKI DOJO

(Team 2 stop outside the dojo where they get an interesting sight.)

Asuka: Talk about luck.

(Shot as Hayama is sparring with Yuri. On the outside, Andy, still not looking 100%, is watching and cheering them on.)

Yuri: KYAAAAAAHHHH!

(The two, almost polar opposites, one feisty and aggressive, the other calm and passive (no prizes for guessing which is which) are evenly matched in skills, but Yuri has the advantage of special techniques from her own established martial arts Kaziyaki-ryu.)

Yuri: O.K Hayama, are you ready?

(Hayama doesn’t say anything, just gets into a pose.)

Yuri: (shrugs) Whatever. 

(A burst of energy from one hand comes from Yuri in the form of a fireball which Hayama manages to duck…barely…but as Hayama stands up…)

Yuri: SHOU-UPPER!

(A flying uppercut catches the Kodocha boy off guard as Andy steps in.)

Andy: Yuri-chan, take it easy on him!

Yuri: (sticks her tongue out) Heh…sorry…

(The detectives on the other hand…Seta is normal, after all he uses it as well plus saw Guile use it yesterday. Asuka on the other hand…)

Asuka: Mein Gott!

(…her reaction is as expected.)

(The three finally notice the two detectives as Yuri and Hayama both get towels as Andy greets them.)

Andy: Hello there! You are…

Seta: Oh, forgive us we were a bit mesmerized there. We’re of the investigative team, I’m DI Noriyasu and this is DI Sohryu. We need to talk to you and Miss Sakizaki about somebody, namely Miss Hotaru Tomoe.

Andy: (scratches his head) Hotaru-chan? But wh…

Seta: Let’s just say that…

(As Seta talks, Asuka gets a phone call from Anna…needless to say there is a slight bit of tension…)

Anna: (on phone)…listen, Hotaru has just been taken to hospital…we’ll keep in touch of what happens…

Asuka: Sure, k. (shuts it) Best not tell them…

(Seta seems to have got Andy to agree with him and looks like that Andy and Yuri will soon be given interviews with Seta and Asuka…whether they like it or not.)

*   *   *   *

10.35AM – WB LIBRARY

(For Kano and Yamazaki, it’s familiar territory as they were here last night, where they cleared Seto Kaiba and learned about the information on Andy’s brother Terry and also about Akiko Natsume not receiving one of Kaiba’s e-mails. Now, they’ve got a different inquiry, learn about Hotaru’s father.)

Kano: Hello there again!

(The librarian, smiles seeing Kano and Yamazaki again, and when Misao appears, eyes goes starry-eyed.)

Librarian: Wow, so mature if you’re solving a case!

Yamazaki: If it’s O.K with you miss, we need to use the services again…

Librarian: No problem, but we’ve got another VIP here, that wanted the uses of the library, so be careful around her.

(The team turn around, and do see someone…and it’s an interesting someone, because it’s Akiko Natsume.)

Akiko: …just needed some peace and quiet. (looks up and sees the investigators, then under her breath)…crap.

(New plan team. Yamazaki and co. quickly do their thing so Kano goes over to ‘interview’ Akiko whilst Yamazaki and Misao return to their original inquiry, finding the information on Hotaru’s father.)

Kano: (quietly) Miss Natsume?

Akiko: (calmly) Yes, you are…(thinks)…nope…um, what’s your name again?

Kano: Oh don’t worry, I’m from the Investigative team, I’m DI Miyazawa, and my colleagues over there are DI Yamazaki and DI Amano. 

Akiko: I see. Well, I did specifically ask to have this to myself, but I guess in a line of inquiry you can’t help it. So, anything you want to ask me?

(It looks like a busy day for all three teams…)

*   *   *   *

(Team 1 (Kikuchi/Bean) have separated with their third teammate, who is on the way to the hospital to check on Hotaru, who has collapsed from a seizure. The two boys now have to try and interview a distraught ‘mother’, namely Michiru.)

Michiru: I know things have been rough through. This life, this rich house…it’s a generation house as you know, but Hotaru suffered so much.

Kikuchi: We understand that Miss Kai’oh. We have reason to believe there is some thing with your adoptive daughter’s heritage and the recent death of Mimi Tachikawa. 

(Michiru looks up, surprised.)

Michiru: Wh-what do you mean?

Bean: We have some…evidence recently, that the killer had some link with both the Tachikawas, including Hotaru’s biological father.

Michiru: Oh…Tomoe-sensei…

Kikuchi: Tomoe-sensei?

Michiru: Yes. I guess I’d better tell you everything about Hotaru’s father. If it helps you at all, I have to tell you.

(Kikuchi and Bean (at last) open their notebooks as Michiru tells their story.)

Michiru: Professor Tomoe was the owner and head of the Jonan University believe it or not. Haruka and I were students there until recently. The Professor also cared for his daughter for a while. But…as you may or may not know he has recently been put into hospital for amnesia…

(Suddenly, Kikuchi excuses himself for a moment and gets a cell phone. As Bean continues to make notes, Kikuchi makes an emergency call to Anna.)

Kikuchi: Anna?

Anna: (phone) Kikuchi-kun? We’re just exiting…

Kikuchi: Remember, Hotaru’s dad is there, see if you can find anything on him as well as Hotaru. In fact, if Haruka is there, go to the dad first and find what you can know…

Anna: Roger! (hangs up)

(Kikuchi sighs with relief with his quick brainwave. He returns to Bean and Michiru)

Michiru: …he had dealt with the arts which resulted in an explosion, and caused his amnesia and nearly lost his daughter’s life two year ago. She was only 12 then…14 now. Since then, I believe the seizures she gets are based on memory of that instant more so than the physical wounds she has received.

Bean: What was Hotaru’s relationship with Mimi?

Michiru: Mimi? There wasn’t much between us, as you know the Kai’ohs and Tachikawas are like oil and water…the expectation probably was Hotaru would be the rainbow bridge over the water.

Kikuchi: Really?

Michiru: (nods) Hotaru was probably Mimi’s only real friend. I scolded Hotaru many times because of her leavings…but I know she and Mimi visited the parks around here and played together and enjoyed activities. 

Bean: Which means that anyone could have seen them together?

Michiru: I guess so. Why?

(Kikuchi makes a written note ‘ANYONE COULD HAVE TAKEN THAT PHOTOGRAPH THEN OR GOT THAT VIDEO KNOWING THE LINK BETWEEN MIMI AND HOTARU’ in his notebook.)

Bean: It’s just something that might connect with the evidence we’ve got. We are trying hard to find this killer Miss Kai’oh, and we hope that everything comes to piece soon.

Michiru: I know…but what if my daughter could be…

Kikuchi: Don’t think it.

Bean: I’d personally protect her if that is what you wanted Miss Kai’oh.

Michiru: (wipes a few tears) Thank you…I’m so sorry for being a bother.

Kikuchi: However…I hate to ask you this, because of what has happened, but we do need to ask you now whilst we are here where was you at the time of Mimi’s death.

Michiru: (nods) I see. A link with Hotaru could mean I’m a suspect. (laughs) I guess I shouldn’t be surprised, but even if I did kill Mimi, I would never harm Hotaru.

Kikuchi: I think I can see that, but we still need to ask. It was on the 30th July, between 1.00pm and 1.15pm.

Michiru: That was about a week ago then. I think myself and Haruka were taking a walk outside the park with Hotaru, when we came back, it wasn’t long until I heard of the reports from the hospital about Mimi’s attack.

Kikuchi: How did you get this?

Michiru: I’m on alert when Hotaru ever gets sent in if I’m out performing. I’m a violinist by trade.

(Kikuchi nods.)

Michiru: However, the call I got was about Mimi, and the only explanation I can think of is that they knew about how Mimi and Hotaru were, hence the call.

Bean: I see.

Michiru: I found it quite unusual. 

Kikuchi: Can I ask you something else as well? How did you get to adopt Hotaru?

Michiru: Well…we were both trusted students of Souichi and some reason he seemed to put us ahead in case anything did happen to him, so on the reports, we were asked if we could take Hotaru into care. That was 2 years ago, however…

Kikuchi: ….however…

Michiru: …the Tachikawa’s opposed us. They also had a strong link and tried to fight us for Hotaru’s adoption themselves. However, as Tomoe-sensei actually had it in contract writing for Hotaru to be in our care, we won the case and Hotaru lives with us, despite everything.

(Bean and Kikuchi both think. Is this a possible motive for Michiru? Kikuchi decides to call it a day)

Kikuchi: I see. I guess that will do for the moment Miss Kai’oh…

(As the two men happy at what they got excuse themselves from the mansion, Anna finds herself back at the hospital, and has to do a bit more sleuthing…)

*   *   *   *

HOSPITAL

Anna: Is this where he is?

Nurse: His daughter is here regularly, but his amnesia and injured body hardly make him able to move without the aid of a wheelchair. However, he does manage to say ‘Hotaru’ a lot…

Anna: Does Hotaru and her guardians visit him?

Nurse: Yes…however whenever Hotaru comes in, she seems ready to scream. It’s like seeing her father in this state reminds her of everything that happened. It triggers bad memories.

Anna: Very well. But thank you for the details.

Nurse: (smiles) You’re welcome, dearie.

(Anna has come through with a printed report of the status of Souichi Tomoe, what he is suffering from, but her inquiry is to go interview Hotaru…which might be kind of difficult with an overprotective adoptive ‘papa’ with her.)

Anna: Why did I have to be alone?

(Anna knocks on the door of Hotaru’s room, seemingly her regular one, and there with a nurse is Haruka and Hotaru, still smiling on that very pretty face of hers. Haruka looks up, and eyes Anna with suspicion.)

Nurse: Sorry miss…no-one all…

Anna: Oh I’m sorry…but I’m DI Reispegi of the investigative team. I came down and see how Hotaru was after I saw what happened back at the mansion.

Hotaru: Miss? I remember you…

Haruka: Yes, but we know these people are trouble…

(*gulp*)

Hotaru: No, no…she’s a nice lady, Haruka-papa, please…

(Haruka still looks menacing, but relents as Anna realises she’s still alive (two killer’s games in two days…new record…) and enters the room gingerly.)

Anna: Is she fine doctor?

Nurse: Oh yes, it’s just a recurrence of events which happen. This one was a bit more worrying because it lasted a fair bit longer.

Hotaru: It’s like a feeling something terrible is happening…it’s like after the death of Miss Mimi…

Haruka: Hotaru…

Hotaru: Anna-oniichan…

Anna: Oniichan?  

Haruka: Hotaru, you should address her as Miss Reispegi really. I’m sorry about this Miss Anna, but she’s always like this when she likes someone older.

Anna: (blushes) Um…thank you.

Hotaru: Gomen…Reispegi-san, have you found out what happened to Mimi-san?

Anna: At the moment, we cannot say, but we do know we’re trying our best. However, I really hate to be a bother, especially after what you said Tomoe-san, but I need to talk to Miss Hotaru…it is important.

Haruka: After seeing her condition? I expected it from some of those others, but not y…

Hotaru: No Haruka-papa, it’s O.K…I’m fine. I don’t mind talking.

Haruka: (sighs) Very well. Do you want me to leave the room?

Anna: (obviously scared of Haruka) Um…if that’s O.K with you, Miss Ten’ou…

Haruka: (sighs) O.K…at least you got ‘Miss’ right. Besides, you’re cute. 

(Anna sweatdrops as the nurse and Haruka leave the room. Time for those childminder skills at training school to come to use.)

Anna: Miss Hotaru, we’ve come under some things which may revolve around you. If you don’t mind, did you have a connection with Mimi Tachikawa?

Hotaru: (sadly) Yes…she was this strong mayor type girl that I wanted to be like, so one day…I visited the mansion about 2 years ago. I wasn’t popular at school and didn’t have friends…

Anna: (surprised) Why?

Hotaru: (lifts her hand up) Here.

(Anna is confused…but Hotaru mentions to lift her shirt up. Anna is embarrassed, but do so. Whilst Seta’s acupuncture pushed back the ribs, her stomach is still bruised. Suddenly, Hotaru closes her eyes and a white glow appears from her hand. Anna is in shock, but doesn’t scream, as Hotaru’s healing power comes into play. Not long after, Anna’s bruises are completely gone!)

Anna: Wow!

Hotaru: (breathes out) People treated me like a freak for this power…it was something that I can use to other people…although not to myself.

Anna: That’s…amazing. And considering I’ve seen Principal Oldman in action that is a compliment Miss Tomoe.

Hotaru: Thank you. But I was nearly kicked out by the people there, and then Mimi came out…and I gave her a flower. It looked like surprise…but the next day I went to the park and made a sand doll on my own…and before I knew it, Mimi, in almost a disguise, was next to me, helping me. She became…my first real friend….uh, Miss Reispegi?

(Anna…always one for a good sob story…^_^)

Anna: (crying) SO BEAUTIFUL…(Snaps back to professional self…^_^)…sorry. Anyway, so you and Mimi had a friendship. This means…(thinks)…never mind.

(Outside the room, Haruka is listening in as carefully as she can before being spotted…)

Hotaru: The problem was people spread gossip about my powers, and Mimi’s parents had tried to get her to stop visiting me…it was bad, I know she wasn’t a bad person really…but now…it seems like it was my fault!!!! (cries)

(Hotaru is crying as Anna puts an arm around her as she cuddles into Anna.)

Anna: I’m sorry…I never realised.

(After a couple of moments of crying, Hotaru calms down.)

Hotaru: Anyway…after that, Michiru-mama introduced me to Miss Sakizaki and Mr. Bogard, and they took care of me a lot of times…I love them like a big brother and sister…but Miss Reispegi, please stop the person who killed Mimi…please…

Anna: (nods) It will be my honour to respond to that wish Miss Tomoe.

(Haruka slinks away)

Hotaru: See me again please?

Anna: If I can, I certainly will.

(Anna leaves, a bit happier than normal surprisingly. Team 1 are collectively all done. But what about Team 2?)

*   *   *   * 

SAKIZAKI MANSION

(The team have now headed back to the mansion where Seta and Asuka are preparing for a one to one session with both Andy and Yuri. Seta will interview Andy outside whilst inside, Asuka has got Yuri.)

(The key test is hidden within Andy)

HIDDEN TEST: Remember your information: Confront Andy about the knowledge of the hospital

Seta: …so that’s the story Mr. Bogard.

Andy: I see…so you now know about what happened with my brother.

Seta: So that’s one reason why we’ve had to come here. However, the other reason is that someone else has come into our line of inquiries…Hotaru Tomoe.

Andy: (shocked) Her? No way!

Seta: No, not like that. We believe that there is some link between Hotaru and the murder of Mimi that we don’t know about yet. We need to find out as much about Hotaru as we can, we’ve already got people talking to Michiru, and we know that you and Yuri were quite close to her.

Andy: Yes…I can see now. Well, I’ve been taking care of Hotaru like a big brother for many months now, and she occasionally visits…most of the time we try to get Hayama and Excel out of the house when this happens for obvious reasons…

Seta: (slight sweatdrop) O.K…

Andy: Anyway, our relationship is simply that. Now Yuri seems to care for Hotaru like a true sister…I guess because she never had any family…

Seta: Huh?

Andy: Ah…well…she was orphaned.

(Seta marks this down.)

Seta: What about you and your brother?

Andy: Yes…Terry, my older brother is a great man, but after what happened, I knew I was in trouble. 

Seta: You were attacked, you say?

Andy: Yes…by someone who was good, managed to avoid my blows and attacks well, and struck brilliantly in vital spots. They were quick…the problem was that I didn’t even recognise the style, which means if it was anyone here, I wouldn’t know who it was.

Seta: Interesting…also, Mr. Bogard?

Andy: Yes?

Seta: I hate to ask you this, but we need to question your alibi at the hospital, because we have evidence which proves you exited the hospital at around 12.30pm of the time of the murder…and returned at 1.45pm.

(Andy is silent for a moment.)

Andy: I…see.

Seta: We need to ask where you went that was so important, that it cannot wait until you were discharged?

Andy: (slowly) You guys are good, you know that? (sighs) I didn’t want to say anything, because I knew it would look suspicious. However, I guess you’ve got this far, I’ll tell you where I was. I did go back to my place but my injury was worse than I thought so I had to head back there to spend the night. At the time of question, I went out and tried to take a long trek to Mimi’s mansion, not knowing that she was at that island with that cross-dresser. 

Seta: So you were walking to Mimi’s?

Andy: Yes…but I did get there, but they wouldn’t let me in, and they informed me that she was coming home soon and that I could wait. I asked where she was, and they told me she was going to be at the railway station…but I didn’t go. I headed back then, taking the whole time before finally, I took the bus back as I was getting hurt.

Seta: When did you take the bus?

Andy: It was about…1.20pm I think.

(Seta marks it down)

Seta: By the way, Hayama claims that you were here at 1.45pm and he went off running. He also went to the hospital to see Mimi. So did you ever see him either here or at the hospital?

Andy: Well, I never saw him here because I wasn’t here…at the hospital…it’s odd for him to inquire about anyone, never mind someone he didn’t like. So…no and no I guess.

Seta: Thank you.

(At the same time, Asuka has to deal with the owner herself.)

*   *   *   *

Asuka: …so you basically looked after Hotaru whenever Michiru and Haruka were out doing business.

Yuri: (nods) Michiru-san and Haruka-san are both accomplished musicians and have travelled the world, and sometimes Madoka-san accompanies them…

(Asuka makes a quick note of that)

Yuri: (continuing) …on their trips, she’s a good piano player as well. Hotaru is like the little sister I’ve always wanted.

Asuka: O.K…do you know anything about their real father?

Yuri: Their father? (scratches her head) Not really, neither she or Haruka-san and Michiru-san really wanted to talk about it.

Asuka: Right…what about Hotaru with Mimi? Did those two ever interact or anything?

(Yuri pauses and thinks…)

Yuri: Well…I definitely heard Hotaru mention that she visited ‘Miss Mimi’ a few times. I thought nothing of it, not sure if it was true or not, but I guess I never really asked her or anything like that. Hotaru was just an innocent girl that I loved to be around, that firefly smile of hers always cheers me up.

(Asuka is about to talk again, but they get an unwelcome interruption…or two…)

(Shot of Hayama carrying a semi-conscious Excel upstairs to Yuri as Yuri sighed…)

Yuri: Excel challenged you again?

(Hayama shakes his head.)

Excel: (semi-blurred) Gomen ne, Bulleta-chan…I didn’t mean to invade you with my ACROSS style martial arts…but you didn’t need to take it so rough…

(Excel melts into a puddle of goo…)

Hayama: Seems she got beaten up. Bulleta.

Yuri: We’re gonna need chains for her…hey wait?

(Hayama exits as soon as he leaves, leaving Yuri to deal with the mess that is Excel.)

Asuka: Hello? Investigator still here?

Yuri: Sorry miss…but I don’t think there is much more I can saw about Hotaru. I’ll be happy though for you to follow up on anything said. (Yuri leaves the room as Seta is finishing up with Andy.)

(As the interview comes to an abrupt end, Asuka however does realise that something has happened to Excel so…)

Asuka: Miss Excel, what happened?

Excel: I don’t know…one minute I was chasing Menchi and the next minute, that ex-friend of mine is appearing outside and dragging me to a field. She challenges me to a shoot-off…of course, I could have said no, but being the servant of Il Palazzo and one who cannot lose in these situations because Will-chan is there for me, I accepted!

Asuka: And you lost…

Excel: (groans) I don’t care if they were ki bullets…they still FRIGGIN’ HURT! I think she may have tried to silence me…

Asuka: …you mean silence…

Excel: …whatever, because of what I know about her trying to…well…you know.

Asuka: Yeah. I think you need some recovery.

Excel: Yeah, yeah…and just 12 hrs after my bail as well…

Asuka: Yeah, who got you out?

Excel: I don’t know. Maybe Il Palazzo…but I’d figure Yuri more likely. Besides, I’ve been now put to stay put here…

Asuka: …but you went to visit Bulleta anyway?

Excel: …like I ever listen anyway! (collapses, Asuka with a withheld grunt under her breath…)

(The Murder Game is starting to test the team’s nerves…physically and mentally. Speaking of mentally…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3

(Kano, Misao and Yamazaki are still at the library, and whilst the two younger members of the trio are researching on Souichi Tomoe, Akiko is getting the 411 from Kano…)

Kano: …so you claim that has nothing at all to do with you?

Akiko: Of course not! Arisa never has paid leave even for a day, so unless she told me, there is no way I could have orchestrated that whatever you said with Guile…

Kano: O.K, but this is a library…(sweatdrops)…good job Aya-sempai inside here…or worse…Yomiko-sempai!*

(Heh. I HAD to fit in a Read or Die reference in the library SOMEWHERE…Yomiko Readman, a.k.a. the paper. It wouldn’t be a major surprise if she became an author…or for Kano to be a fan of her. ^_~)

Akiko: So what else do you want to talk about?

Kano: We also have evidence which could prove your alibi…but there is a problem.

Akiko: Oh?

Kano: We know that one of your rivals, Seto Kaiba, had apparently e-mailed you on the day and indeed the time of the murder, yet for some reason, the e-mail was unable to deliver.

Akiko: Oh yes. I told you that I was on my way to Akkie’s, my restaurant out of town. That is the truth, but it’s not uncommon for someone else to use my account is it?

Kano: Like who?

Akiko: Well…there is Arisa and Kyoko…but I doubt it was them. They can never pay back the amount of time they would have been on it. So, my guess is that it was my husband, or my son.

Kano: (writes this down) Husband or son?

Akiko: Yes. We’re separated, but not divorced before you ask. I love my son Ryonusuke, and despite everything, I can’t get him back. I WILL GET HIM BACK…

(A library book flies from somewhere and bonks Akiko on the head.)

Librarian: No shouting in the library!

Akiko: (dazed) H-hai…Gomen…

Kano: (sweatdrops) Back to subject.

Akiko: Yes…sorry about that. My husband can patch from his computer at his home and control my user account as it is technically joint. However, it’s mostly my son who goes on it.

Kano: That doesn’t explain the unable to delivery the e-mail from Kaiba though.

Akiko: (sighs) As much as I hate to admit it, Kusaku is a genius when it comes to things like this. I wouldn’t have been surprised if he did that.

Kano: And are you sure you went to Akkie’s still at the time in question?

Akiko: Yes.

Kano: Cool.

(As Kano seems ready to wrap this up, Yamazaki and Misao both have printed copies. But have they done their test?)

HIDDEN TEST: Find the key article.

Kano: Guys…thank you for your time Ms. Natsume, we’ll let you get back to plotting.

Akiko: Thanks…HEYYY!

(Another book flies Akiko’s way. As the flunkies begin to prepare the medical bills for their CEO, the three gather for everything they know on Souichi….Yamazaki and Misao go through basic information, but both of them have found something unusual in the grand scheme of things.)

Yamazaki: First of all this.

(Yamazaki shows the two girls his sheet first.)

Kano: Let’s see here…

‘SOUICHI TOMOE HAS BECOME THE LATEST ACQUISITION OF THE TACHIKAWA CORP. A SCIENTIST WHOSE EXPERTISE IS IN THE FORM OF GENETIC ENGERINERING, THE TACHIKAWA FIRM HOPE THAT HIS ACQUISITION WILL HELP INCREASE THE PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE PLAGUED THE TACHIKAWA CORP IN RECENT YEARS.’

(On the paper, there is also a photograph of Mimi’s parents, Felicity and Taruki, Taruki shaking the hand of Souichi, whilst if you look carefully in the background, you can see two young girls, most likely Hotaru and Mimi.)

Kano: …with shares and sales dropping, the Tachikawa corporation’s acquirement of one of the great innovators of the science industry is a real boost for them.

Yamazaki: That’s not all.

(Yamazaki shows another paper. This one details THE incident.)

‘DISASTER HAPPENED WHEN PROFESSOR SOICHI TOMOE AND HIS DAUGHTER HOTARU WERE NEARLY KILLED WHEN THEIR PLANE CRASHED. THE PRIVATE JET, OWNED BY THE TACHIKAWA CORP, SUDDENLY SPIRALLED OUT OF CONTROL HEADING TOWARDS NIGISHI AIRPORT.’

Kano: …the professor apparently shielded Hotaru from the incident, but the young girl suffered heavy burns and severe mental trauma. Souichi injuries were even worse, as he has been in a state of coma since doctors came on hand. Whilst alive, there is no telling what the affect of his condition is.

Yamazaki: Tragic…but this isn’t even the worst.

Kano: Huh?

(Misao then hands out the unlucky third piece of evidence…)

Kano: What the…

(Kano casually ducks a book…which proceeds to hit Akiko a third time…but enough with the attempt to lighten the mood…)

‘ROBERT GARCIA, A MEXICIAN BUSINESSMAN, HAS APPLIED TO FILE A LAWSUIT AGAINST TACHIKAWA CORP IN JAPAN, WHERE RECENTLY, SOICHI TOMOE HAS SUFFERED SEVERE INJURIES AND ALMOST PERMENENT AMNESIA. ROBERT GARCIA, ALONG WITH ASSOCIATES, BARRET WALLACE AND TERRY BOGARD, INTEND TO FOLLOW THIS UP WITH EXTREME FORCE.’

Kano: Terry again? But who is this Barrett Wallace?

Yamazaki: We thought it was odd the shooting was just because of the youth hostel system. It means there is something more to this.

Misao: We need to find out more from Andy…

Kano: (looks at her watch) They will have done by now I think, we’ve been here a good while. We need to find out who Barrett is. Come on, let’s get some photocopies of those and get outta here.

(Team 3 exit the library, where they have made some astonishing discoveries.)

*   *   *   *

1.00pm

(By now, all three teams are back. It’s been a sweaty day, and for team 3, they soon have to prepare to go to the funeral.)

Kano: And that’s your lot.

Asuka: Why couldn’t you have called us?

Kano: Because it took them a while? Come on, even on the internet, information is hard, never mind newspapers…

Seta: Never mind that. We now know a story of Andy. We also know that Excel seems to have a lease after her jail period. And Yuri was orphaned. Hey, all these points could lead to a big picture.

(Meanwhile, on the computer, Misao and the LI are doing a bit of work of their own…)

Misao: So…is it there?

Videl: Hold on a minute there…(click)…YOSHA!

(Her shout nearly startled the young girl, but the information they were looking for they’ve got.)

Misao: Barrett Wallace…mayor of Corel Town, an alternative universe. Also member of the famous bounty team and saviours of said universe, AVALANCHE. Members include…(eyes wide open)

Videl: I had a feeling that there was more to this.

(I’m sure most of you know who Barrett is, but if you don’t, Barrett Wallace is a large gunman whose gun is actually part of his arm after his hand was shot. He is part of a group known as Avalanche…which also include suspect Tifa Lockhart in their midst.)

Videl: So Tifa has a friend that was working with Andy’s brother. Plus, if we notice…

Misao: …(nods)…yes. Barrett’s name wasn’t listed with Terry or Robert during the more recent article. This could mean something has happened.

Videl: (smiles) Tell Kano and Yamazaki good work from me, and tell ‘em what we found.

Misao: (bows) Hai!

(Elsewhere, Anna, after a night after a killer’s game, seems more determined to do well, and maybe taking the game more seriously after her encounter with Hotaru.)

Anna: I don’t care what this is, the way she spoke, it was like it was tearing through the heart…

Bean: Kids do that, y’know? Michiru is a classy lady though, she just oozes that power around you.

Anna: Haruka-san scares me though…

Bean: Heh…she scares me!

(Anna giggles as Bean smiles. Kikuchi and Yamazaki join the two in the kitchen.)

Kikuchi: Better times then?

Anna: You could say that.

Kikuchi: Well, we did our work, you did yours, let’s hope we all came together.

Bean: Sure…what’s the worst now?

*   *   *   *

2.00pm

(Team 3 are heading out to the funeral…where a lot if not all the suspects will be there for one reason or another…)

HOWEVER…

…SOMETHING…HAPPENS…

*   *   *   *

SAKIZAKI MANSION/DOJO

Excel: So why am I alone?

Cop 1: We’ve got a job to keep you here whilst everyone else is going to the funeral, because of the restraining order we’ve got on you…

Cop 2: So no funny business! Got it?

Excel: Where are you, Il Palazzo? Save me from these corrupt officers of the non-existent law!

Cop 1: Right, we’ll take the front, you guys take the back, you, keep an eye on her…

All: Right!

(The 5 cops are situated around the area…unaware they are being…WATCHED…)

*   *   *   *

BACK…

Cop 3: So, why the hell did we get stuck on this? She’s a nut!

Cop 4: Because we’re scapegoats. Besides, we got the weapons, so nothing can happen, right?

*SWOOSH*

Cop 4: Right?

(He turns and freaks out. The cop now has a silver arrow lodged between his neck as he collapses dead.)

Cop 3: (cocking his gun) Where the hell are you? You the killer?

(The cop fires a warning shot…looks around. Suddenly, someone drops down behind him.)

Cop 3: What the…

(Before he can do anything, a boot smacks his arm, forcing his to drop the gun. The killer slams something through his back, obviously a knife of sorts, until he collapses, dead. The killer bends down and picks up the gun he was carrying, and disappears into the bushes…)

FRONT

Cop 1: Did you hear something?

Cop 2: You mean other than that girl ranting and raving?

Excel: I have rights I swear!

Cop 1: Keep it up and I will swe…

*BANG*

Cop 2: What?

(The first cop falls, a bullet straight at his forehead.)

Cop 2: Damn!

(The second cop fires blindly in the area he thinks the killer is at. This catches him off guard, allowing a shot from his blind side, hitting his leg. He falls, turns and gets finished off when an arrow from a bow-gun on the killer’s wrist finishes him off.)

Cop 5: I…I…I’m here, don’t you dare shoot!

(The cop fires a bullet…into the killer’s chest…)

(Nothing.)

(The killer shoots once in the neck of the final cop….leaving Excel alone.)

Excel: What…who…why…whatever! What are you doing?

(The killer remains silent. Excel tries to run, but is stops quickly with a bullet to the leg. Excel falls and the killer hit another shot in the heart area. Excel screams in agony as the blood splatters.)

(The killer advances on (a still alive) Excel. He/she bends down…)

Excel: NOOOO….W…

*BANG*

(Excel collapses to the ground, barely alive…she looks up…)

Excel: HAIL IL….

*BANG*

(This time, she doesn’t move. And no Will-chan either. The killer turns away and vanishes into the darkness.)

*   *   *   *

2.20pm

Videl: Hello? Chief….but what…

(Videl is silent for a while, but then her eyes widen open.)

Videl: I see. Right, I’ll inform the funeral team immediately. And yes, I’ll get another team on it ASAP. Roger that.

(Puts the phone down)

Videl: Seta, Asuka! 

(Seta is the first of the two to arrive as Asuka follows shortly after.)

Videl: That was the Chief…something has happened at the Dojo. Apparently Excel was held there on suspicion…but she and five police officers have been attacked…

Asuka: Scheiss!

Videl: Get over there!

Seta: Right!

(Seta and Asuka head out. Meanwhile, Videl picks up the phone to call Team 3.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3 – FUNERAL

Kano: You’re kidding me?

Videl: (phone) I’m afraid so. Seta and Asuka are on their way there to sort out the mess, but keep an eye out on anything that could link with the murder of Excel…

Kano: O.K…(puts phone down)…damn. 

Yamazaki: This case is getting ugly every second…

Misao: (nervous) I d-d-didn’t think this would be so real…

(What the team don’t know is that they have a secret hidden test during this inquiry as they head to watch over the funeral proceedings, and see who is there and who isn’t. This could be very interesting.)

*   *   *   *

(At the funeral, many of the suspects are there to pay their last respects. Hibiki Amawa is there, (again, male) as are Michiru, Haruka and a discharged from hospital Hotaru. Andy, Yuri and Hayama are also there, along with bodyguard and best friend Nuriko. In the back, rather out of notice is Guile. Of the suspects who AREN’T THERE, there is Tifa, Ah-Tsing, Bunnie, Akiko, the cleared Kaiba, Link and Madoka, and Bulleta.)

(Oh, hidden test? A pretty simply one…in theory.)

HIDDEN TEST: Do they reveal to anyone Excel’s death?

(Shot of the coffin being lowered and ash sprinkling onto the coffin. The funeral seems to be a private affair, weird considering that the Dojo bunch are there considering none of them seemed eye to eye with Mimi. Of course, considering what happened to Excel, the suspects who AREN’T there is probably just as problematic.)

(At the funeral, a few of the suspects make notice of the detectives there and some go to have a talk with some. Shot of Guile however, slinking off away from the proceedings.)

Kano: So you managed to come here?

Hibiki: Yes, it was at least to say I’m sorry if more than anything else. I don’t think anyone other that me and you guys know what happened then, so they at least trust me.

Kano: Yes, I can understand. 

Hibiki: We’re all meeting down at the local area, just to take our minds of things. But…

????: No way…

(Unfortunately, something has gone wrong…)

Kano: What’s wrong?

(Shot of Andy looking stunned, Yuri a bit shell shocked, Hayama…well, stoic as normal. By their side, Misao is kneeling down shivering as Yamazaki is hugging her.)

Kano: Too much…

Yamazaki: Sorry Miyazawa-san, but Amano-san was a bit scared after what happened to Excel…she kinda blurted it out as we were talking…

Kano: Damn…I’m so sorry about having to hear what happened, but…(sighs)…it’s true. Excel seems to have been attacked as well, and we don’t know for sure, but it looks fatal. 

Andy: She was just here this morning, she was in jail, then she wasn’t…

Yuri: Should we get back?

Kano: I think investigators and police officers are back there as well, the killer seemed to do a busy job I’m afraid. Whether it was the same that…you know…

Yamazaki: The game just got a lot more shocking.

Misao: (sobbing) I’m sorry…I’m sorry…

Kano: I suggest you hold on and…

Hayama: I’ll go back.

(Without another word, Hayama just walks off as Yuri tries to call him back to no avail.)

Yuri: He’s going to give me a stroke one of these days…

Andy: So what do we do?

Yuri: Let him go. 

(Off screen, we can see Hibiki listening in, before walking away. The detectives head off to go back, very upset and disappointed…especially Misao.)

*   *   *   *

DOJO

(The second time today, Asuka and Seta have been at the dojo, but this time, it’s a bit more of a shocker…)

Asuka: I can’t believe anyone could do this so quickly and effortlessly…

(Seta has the report of what happened. The killings of the police officers and the three bullet shots which killed Excel. Seta makes a conclusion.)

Seta: Whoever killed Excel knew what they were doing. Assassination skills were top notch to stop all of them.

Asuka: It must have been someone who wasn’t at the funeral then.

Seta: (shakes his head) Not necessarily, someone could have head out, then come back. If it was Andy or anyone like that, that wouldn’t be a problem would it?

Asuka: Yeah, I mean the killer had to know that Excel was here right? So that puts Andy, Hayama and Yuri much higher on my list…

Seta: Not necessarily…

(Asuka facefaults)

Asuka: Now what?

Seta: Well, what if Excel told someone what was happening? I mean, she’s pretty much a blabbermouth. Bulleta would probably know if she was attacked by her in the day, Akiko possibly as well, and Michiru always seems to have a sixth sense. And it could be anybody if they didn’t come just to kill Excel, maybe to take out all the ‘Sakizaki family’ if you will…

Asuka: Scheiss…

(Seta and Asuka take their notes and head back to base….unaware that one Akito Hayama was heading their away…)

5.00pm

(It’s been a bad day if you’re name is Misao Amano. People have tried to cheer her up but to no avail, and she questions if she is now up to the problems of the game.)

Misao: I didn’t think I could go far…now I know I can’t…

Kano: Misao please, it was just a spur of the moment that plagued your mind. I guess anything like that could disturb anyone. I’m not liking it either…

Bean: So the killer is at large again…(reads Seta’s report)…geez, sounds like someone from my neighbourhood…(catches Misao’s face turn white)…I’m just kidding!

Kano: No jokes please…

(Outside, Asuka and Seta are also discussing Misao’s condition.)

Asuka: If she can’t handle this, she’s out of here. 

Seta: I hate to agree, but I feel Misao needs to be proud that she’s lasted. She is a smart girl for sure, but her mind just isn’t up to this…

Videl: So, like that, done?

Asuka: Possibly. If what she has done does lead to a fail, then unless the other team fail, I don’t see much other option.

Videl: (sighs) Very well.

(Anna, Kikuchi and Yamazaki meanwhile have a good way to relieve the stress, playing a game of football/soccer. Anna in goal as Yamazaki and Kikuchi take pot shots at her, more being saved than scored. But their mind is still on the case.)

Yamazaki: With everything that has happened, the killer is getting serious. And it’s getting seriously deadly.

Kikuchi: I guess whoever it is, isn’t joking around…heads up…(shoots a rocket to Anna’s left which the girl dives well and gathers.)

Anna: (dusting herself off) Yeah, but the way the killer moved is what’s worrying. I think we need to look into this much further. And how does Excel even mean anything important?

Kikuchi: (stunned) Anna, you’re a genius!

Anna: Huh?

Kikuchi: We were so in shock about Excel being killed…we never thought about WHY she was killed. She’s such a moron…sorry…that she wouldn’t deem important enough…unless she had something the killer didn’t want known.

Yamazaki: Bring it up on the conference in a bit.

Kikuchi: We will…oh by the way Anna?

Anna: Yes?

(Kikuchi blasted another shot, this time well of Anna’s range into the top right corner.)

Kikuchi: Goal, I believe. 

(Anna pouts (cutely of course) but the three get back in to get a wash or shower, and prepare for tonight’s conference.)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

Videl: Thanks for all of you to come on time, so without further ado…

(Despite what appears to be a disappointed Misao at the conference, the big focal point is Excel’s death, and more importantly, WHY was she killed?)

Kikuchi: It’s hard to say why she was killed, unless that personality of hers was…I dunno…some sort of front…she may have known something which led to her death…

(Also on notice was the way she was killed…)

Asuka: This was different to the way that Mimi was killed…

Misao: C-could it be two different people?

Videl: I never thought of that…maybe, but if it was, was it a different reason for someone killing Mimi than there was for killing Excel?

Seta: We mentioned that the fact that whoever did kill Excel also took out 5 police officers in an incredible skilled assault. Meaning that the person who killed her knew what he or she was doing.

Anna: It was like something prepared…but we hardly ever spoke to Excel, that’s the problem.

Bean: This is getting weirder, that’s for sure.

Yamazaki: I feel that we need to see if there was anything Excel could have known and who would go to the top of the list.

Kano: Well…what about the fact she was always gasping about concerning the world?

Kikuchi: (thinks) Never thought about it…maybe it was something personal…

(The team talk for a while, before final leaving. In a couple of hours, the Chief will be here, discussing what they’ve found, and what they may be doing…)

*   *   *   *

8.00PM 

(The Chief, Sam Lockhart, enters, but has some important news to cover first.)

Sam: Excel is dead. This is something that we could have hardly predicted. She was shot three times, and died of internal bleeding and blood loss…Excel was always a strange girl, an opposite girl in fact, and I know the type…

(Back at Production HQ, Tom Greenville blows a hole in the wall with a sudden sneeze…)

Sam: …however, here’s something you may be interested to know.

(Sam gets two pieces of paper…)

Sam: The first was found at the scene of the crime.

(Inside the plastic bags, are bloodied photographs. They are the next scenes for the killer’s game, one saying UCCHAN’S and the other saying CAT CAFÉ. O.K, so it’s an obligatory Ranma ½ reference, but seriously, one of these locations has a killer clue…the other…the killer.)

Sam: Secondly, I just had a phone call…from Minnie May Hopkins at Bulleta’s store. She has discovered that the following items were stolen late last night. 

(Sam reads that, a bow gun with silver tipped arrows and a bullet proof vest were stolen from the shop yesterday night. After going through their records for today, they found that out. Meaning the killer of Excel got the weapons yesterday night, and did the dead today.)

Sam: We’ve had a bad day today, but let’s see if we got anything out of it. Team 1, Anna, Bean and Kikuchi. You went to visit Michiru, trying to learn what you could out of her about Hotaru, her father and from Hotaru herself. What happened there?

Kikuchi: Well, what happened was that as we got there, an ambulance came and Hotaru was actually taken to the hospital. Bean and I went inside with Michiru to talk to her and comfort her, whilst Anna here went to the hospital to get to talk to Hotaru if she could, plus also find out where Souichi Tomoe was and any information we could get there.

Sam: So you thought fast on your feet and kept to your inquiry? That was quick and decisive work, interesting strategy, you could have gone together after interviewing Michiru as well…however, that could still work. So what did you find out?

Kikuchi: Bean and I found out that Hotaru’s father Souichi was the head of Jovan University where Michiru studied. We also learned that Michiru got to adopt Hotaru only after a court battle apparently with the Tachikawas, which I think could take us back to that photograph we saw of the Tomoes and Tachikawas.

Sam: Interesting theory. A possible motive perhaps Bean?

Bean: I think anybody wanting to look after someone like Hotaru probably would fight for it. Whether it was a motive for vengeance or anger, then I don’t see why Michiru couldn’t have done it. There is something about that elegant nature of hers which makes her more mysterious and dare I say it, sinister about her.

Sam: Anna, you took the direct route to the source right? Did you find anything out?

Anna: That I’m scared of Haruka-san?

(A few chuckles)

Anna: Seriously. I did locate where Souichi Tomoe was but I didn’t learn too much about him, other than his condition. However, I did learn about Hotaru did have a good friendship with Mimi, which at least the Tachikawa family seemed want to stop, mainly because of Hotaru having some…hidden power.

Sam: Hidden power?

Anna: The power to heal.

(A few gasps as this knowledge no-one seemed to know…)

Sam: To heal?

Anna: (nods) She demonstrated on me, healing my bruises from the past. It’s the real thing for sure. I was wondering if maybe there was experimentation on the daughter for curing from the professor or even the real reason why the Tachikawa’s wanted her…but if that’s the case, why did they oppose the friendship of the two girls?

Sam: You are thinking ahead Anna, and that’s more of a good thing than a bad thing. Let’s go onto two more people with a Hotaru link, that being Andy and Yuri. Team 2, Asuka and Seta, you visited them. What did you find out about their relationship with Hotaru? Anything?

Seta: What Andy seemed to go over was trying to gloss over what happened with his brother, and focus on Hotaru. He simply seemed to go over things we knew, that the two were like big brother/little sister closeness, but he did say where he claims to have gone when he left the hospital. He claims he was going to Mimi’s mansion at the time of the murder, didn’t know that she was going…which is a lie.

Sam: How so?

Seta: We know that Andy returned to the mansion the day before the murder where Mimi said she was going out, which means he could have known that she left.

Sam: Well done. He has lied to you again.

(The teams continue their thoughts as Asuka takes over.)

Asuka: As for Yuri, she was rather dismissive and didn’t seem to know much. She’s either a good actor or genuinely scatterbrained. She mentioned that she cared for Hotaru like a little sister, but during the interview, Excel…the last time we saw her alive, came in and said, and both Hayama and Excel said it was Bulleta that beat the crap out of her in a nut shell.

Sam: And considering the way she died, Bulleta, an assassin, would have to be a top suspect. But Minnie May claims the weapons were stolen.

Kano: Maybe Bulleta thought Excel had stolen them? Or she lied and she simply took them from her shop to use on Excel?

Sam: Good point. Anyway Kano, what about you, Misao and Yamazaki, a.k.a. Team 3? Before you had to go to the funeral, you visited the WB Library, for the second time in two of your case. What happened there?

Kano: My teammates did an excellent job in finding information, but I had my own bit of work to do as well as during the stay at the library, Miss Akiko Natsume was there doing some work of her own. I had an interview with her, talking about her e-mail problems. She claims that her husband could have got through to her accounts because of their joint account and that he is an electronics genius. She still claims her alibi of going to Akie’s at the time of the murder. We need to head there.

Sam: That’s true. But you may not need to.

Kano: Huh?

Sam: I have here a map of Macaba and its outer regions. From Akiko’s corporation to Akie’s in the suburbs it can take 50 minutes quickest. However, on the way there is the railway station…which is barely 5 minutes from the corporation. Meaning that Akiko could have still committed the murder even if she did go there…

(A bit of silence as they contemplate this latest bit of info)

Sam: However, that wasn’t your main inquiry. Yamazaki?

Yamazaki: We managed to get plenty of information from the internet and news articles, but ones I felt that could be relating to the case contained the following information. First, that the Tachikawa’s had under the employee of Mr. Tomoe, and it confirms that he was a major of genetic engineering. 

Sam: This cuts in with what you said about why they may want to adopt Hotaru. 

Misao: I feel that he probably didn’t want his daughter to come into any of this…

Sam: Probably very true Misao. Continue.

Misao: Um…we also found out what happened which caused the injuries to Mr. Tomoe and Miss Hotaru…the fact that the Tachikawa private jet that they were on two years ago crashed.

Sam: Interesting. We now know how he was hurt, but how does that link with the murder?

Yamazaki: We found one more article, and it states about Andy’s brother Andy, as well as that Robert Garcia, and a new face, Barrett Wallace, who as we’ve found out, is a friend of another suspect, Tifa Lockhart. They attempted to settle a lawsuit about the incident, but by the looks of things, nothing actually came out of it.

Sam: These are the same people that were caught the day before the murder during the whole youth hostel shooting…with one notable exception.

Misao: Mr. Wallace.

Sam: Exactly. We need to find out what has happened to him. Tomorrow, that is one of the first things a group will do. So get some rest and be careful. What happened today with Excel wasn’t anybody’s fault. Up till now, I’ve been very impressed with each and every one of you at one point, some more than others, but you’ve all demonstrated notable skills and some have improved immensely. Don’t let yourselves down with these thoughts. And keep your chin up.

(Sam seems to direct these words to Misao in particular…but leaves. After this day, the team have had a lot of things to thing about…)

Michiru claims that there was an adoption war of Hotaru between herself and the Tachikawa’s. Was this another base of the Kai’oh/Tachikawa feud? Hotaru was close friends with Mimi, hence her reaction when they learnt of her death. However, we now know of her ability to heal. Was there interest in her because of it, and was this knowledge the cause of Mimi’s death…or even Excel’s? Andy appears to have lied again to investigators. Both he and Yuri have links with Hotaru as well, plus they were close to Excel too. Could either of them have killed Mimi and/or Excel? Excel claimed before her death that Bulleta attacked her. Was this a prelude to what happened to her? Souichi Tomoe has links with the Tachikawas, but it was their plane which caused the injuries to his daughter and put him in a state of constant amnesia. Andy brother and Tifa’s friend seem to have an interest in that for some reason. Do Andy and Tifa also have a reason then? 

*   *   *   *

Day 8 (Day 2 of line of inquiries)

9.00am

(Same deal…Sam here, detectives are, yadda, yadda, yadda…)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning chief.

Sam: We are off the murder of Excel Excel, but we have just received information which could be vital in finding the killer. We have a witness of someone seeing Mimi die at the train station…and we’ve arranged an interview with her at a private piece, which we’ll direct the team that goes to interview her. This could be crucial information, which we’ll get to once we cross that bridge.

(All nod)

Sam: So today, we’ve got a lot to do. Team 1. Your line of inquiry today is to interview Tifa Lockhart. We now know that she may have a link with what happened with Andy’s brother, but we need to get her away from her ‘associates’. We know that both Bunnie and Ah-Tsing have either a motive or an opportunity, or both. But what about Tifa? She’s currently working at 8th Heaven, so get an interview with her, and make sure no-one else listens in. 

(Team 1 (Anna, Bean, Kikuchi) will interview Tifa and ask about what she knows, especially with Barrett Wallace.)

Sam: Team 2 – Seta and Asuka, you will be the team that will interview the witness, one Jessie DeVries. However, from her records, she is a convicted felony and actually has a link with the Tachikawa’s, as a former hostess there, but got fired for stealing. Be careful in dealing with her, but get the information you are looking for.

(Team 2 (Seta and Asuka) will interview the witness to the murder apparently, Jessie Devries.)

Sam: Team 3 – the town is in uproar about the shocking death of Excel the day and barely hours before the funeral. You three are going to conduct an aerial search of the area, and look for things you may not have noticed on the ground. There may be clues to Excel’s murder or even Mimi’s murder from a quicker and eye catching search.

(Team 3 (Kano, Misao, Yamazaki) will conduct an aerial search via helicopter to look for clues resolving around the murder of Excel and/or Mimi.)

Sam: Things are getting more crucial. You’ve spoke with all suspects, you’ve discovered lies, mystery and motives. You need to start tying in everything as the killer has killed many times. Make sure you’re not on the receiving end of a killer blow. Remember…suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – OUT FIRST – 9.20am

(Seta and Asuka have the task of interviewing Jessie DeVries, a former employee of the Tachikawa residence who claims to have seen what happened at the murder scene where Mimi was butchered.)

Seta: So what do we ask her?

Asuka: We’ve got to make sure she tells us what we want to know. If she saw the murder, we don’t know if she saw committing it.

Seta: If the killer used the knife thrower, then she may not have seen the person anyway.

Asuka: Right.

(Team 3 head out next, although there is a feeling of disappointment after last night’s debacle.)

Kano: Don’t worry Misao-chan, we don’t know if we failed…so let’s just get ready.

Misao: I know…but this time, it will be my fault.

Yamazaki: Come on ladies, our ride awaits.

(The three of them are kinda in awe as a helicopter lands down in the yard. The three hops aboard. They give a wave to Team 1, who is just heading out themselves.)

Kikuchi: I think they are going to enjoy themselves up there.

Bean: They need a lift…O.K, technically they are getting one, but…

Anna: This should be up their line of thinking, they just need to keep their eyes out, and they are good at that.

(Team 1 have their own journey, to the 8th Heaven, where their ride awaits, to talk to an increasingly suspect…er…suspect, Tifa Lockhart.)

(Today they need a lift after what happened yesterday…)

*   *   *   *

AERIAL SEARCH – TEAM 3

(Shot of the upper view of Macaba. It’s quite a view and you can see all the major areas of suspicion, but the view of the sun beaming down on the town and around the hills, it almost makes the group forget their inquiry…)

(…and speaking of which, a pretty easy hidden test to explain…but not so easy to actually do.)

HIDDEN TEST: Find the clues. There are two clues to find. 

(The choppers blades fly sky high, as Yamazaki, armed with a pair of binoculars, as the two girls on the other side keep their faces pressed against the window.)

Kano: That’s more like it! We’re getting into it now!

Yamazaki: Did you know helicopters…

Kano: NOT NOW!

(Misao finally gives a smile after being depressed most of yesterday.)

Kano: Ah ha, mission accomplished…now let’s do the minor thing of doing this inquiry.

(The trio continue to search…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – HIDDEN BOOTH

(The Chief has arranged a meeting with the witness, Jessie DeVries, to meet the investigators. Seta and Asuka have to be careful around this girl, especially considering both redheads have legendary tempers. Seta, unsurprisingly, has appointed himself leader in this operation, much to Asuka’s annoyance.)

Asuka: Fine, but if we fail, I’m so voting for you…

Seta: Sure.

(Down the road, Jessie DeVries, dressed in casual clothing of white tank top and jeans (nope, no Team Rocket costume) heads near the area, sighs, and begins to enter.)

Jessie: I don’t know why I’m doing this…

(She enters the room, grunts at the investigators, and sits down.)

Seta: First of all, I’d like to thank you Miss DeVries, for coming down here. 

Jessie: (shrugs) No big deal. It took me a week to finally come forward, considering the relationship I have with the Tachikawa’s.

Seta: Yes, but we won’t discuss that with you. You are currently Jessie DeVries, someone who is helping us for the good of all, not Jessie DeVries, a former convicted criminal, O.K?

Jessie: I can live with that.

(Let the interrogation begin…after we check on Team 1 of course…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – 8TH HEAVEN

(Anna, Bean and Kikuchi have the job of interviewing Miss Tifa Lockhart. There, we have to learn about the missing man, Barrett Wallace, and also any other information, such as what she and Ah-Tsing seem to be up to with Bunnie Rabbot.)

Kikuchi: You got the pads?

Bean: Yeah.

Kikuchi: Then let’s in there. I don’t want a repeat of what happened last time we were here?

Bean: Oh, you mean when we forgot the cameras…

(Shot of the old spirits floating around Kikuchi as he sulks in a corner. Bean sweatdrops as Anna puts a hand on Bean’s arm.)

Anna: You’re going to be alone one of these days…

(The three finally get their thoughts together and head in…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2

(Back to Seta and Asuka as they begin their ‘interview’ with Jessie.)

Seta: So basically, you were heading out back to the mainland to join with your partner when you got the money after being released from prison.

Jessie: Yes, because they were so preoccupied with the whole mayor thing, they didn’t seem to give my imprisonment much, so I finally was released on bail…though my boss didn’t like it, why does he eagerly pay Butch and Cassidy’s jails over and over again and when I’m finally locked up…

Seta: (stern) Miss DeVries, please…

Jessie: Oh right. 

(For some reason, Jessie seems to be quite happy to answer Seta’s questions. Must be that older man charm…^_^…Asuka however doesn’t seem to like playing third wheel, but is just about to keep calm.)

Seta: So when the eclipse occurred, you were at the train station.

Jessie: Yes, I was going to say sayonara to this dump. I earned money as a waitress and wine expert at the 8th Heaven to pay for my First Class ticket out of this crap hole.

(Asuka makes a note of this.)

Seta: So you know Tifa, Ah-Tsing and Madoka then?

Jessie: Yeah. They were pretty friendly bunch, but there was always an air of mystery around that Tsing fellow. And Tifa is someone I definitely DON’T want to get on the wrong side. She hits martial arts moves like god knows what.

(The team (well Seta) are doing well, but time for the hidden test…)

HIDDEN TEST: Find out information about the murder weapon…which one was it?

Seta: Anyway, the day of the murder, can you describe what you saw in your own words?

Jessie: Very well. (imagine a flashback sequence if you wish) I was at the train station when the darkness came down. I knew about the eclipse and wasn’t that bothered. I then saw Mimi, of all people, coming out of a train. And I thought ‘I’d better hide.’ Considering I was convicted of stealing silver from her family, that wasn’t a good idea…

Seta: Go on.

Jessie: So I hid in the bushes…but the next thing I knew was she was screaming! I took a peek and saw someone lying over her body, she seemed to be bloodied. I couldn’t see what happened, but whoever did it…threw something into the rail after picking it up and then headed out, I think they had a video camera as well…

Seta: Did you see what was thrown? Did you see the person or how she was killed?

Jessie: The person seemed to fit in well with the darkness well, and had a mask or something. The person didn’t seem too tall, but that could be shuffled. I am sure however that when the killer attacks Mimi, it ended with a stab to the head with something…

Seta: Right, are you sure about that? Did the killer fire at her from a fair way?

Jessie: (shakes her head) No…whoever it was wanted to know the death was coming and I think may have hit her a couple times to stun her before killing her. I didn’t catch much, but as soon as the killer left, I ran away.

Seta: Why didn’t you report this to police?

Jessie: (scoffs) Hello, a convicted felon discovering the body of the daughter of her former employers. It would be like screaming ‘Please arrest me!’ However, I stayed behind rather than fleeing…I agonised for a week…and now with another death happening…even members of Team Rocket have feelings…

Seta: O.K. Is there anything else you want to say?

Jessie: Actually…

Asuka: Yes?

Jessie: …well, as I running, I’m sure I saw someone else enter the railway area…

Seta: Huh?

Jessie: I didn’t see who it was, but someone entered there, saw the body I think, and then ran away…and it looks like he or she was armed with something…but I couldn’t see this at all…

Seta: Holy…(remains professional)…anything else Miss DeVries?

Jessie: No…I think that’s it.

Seta: We’ll take a statement from you then and then you can be on your way.

(Jessie complies as Team 2 complete an organised task. Can team 3 equal that?)

*   *   *   *

8th HEAVEN

Madoka: So you just need to talk to Tifa?

Kikuchi: Yes, is she in?

Madoka: That’s the thing…well…she did come in, but stepped out for a moment, and hasn’t come back yet.

(Shot of Ah Tsing listening in through a kitchen door, but he puts his head back in as soon as he feels the detectives get that ‘we’re being watched’ feeling. He angry shouts something in Mandarin inside the kitchen, followed by a loud smash.)

Bean: So she’s outside here then?

Madoka: Yes, if you see her, can you come back in with her please? 

Kikuchi: Of course.

(The team head out, trying to find Tifa Lockhart so they can get their base of inquiries started.)

Kikuchi: So we’ve gotta find her? Something tells me this could be a problem.

Anna: So where could sh…

(Suddenly, Tifa appears, and her eyes widen…)

Bean: Miss Lockhart, can we…

(But before the detectives can catch their breath, Tifa runs off.)

Kikuchi: What?

Bean: Follow her…uh…

(Unfortunately, Tifa is quite fast.)

Anna: I’m on it!

(Fortunately, so is Anna…^_^)

Kikuchi: What now?

Bean: Guess we wait.

(Shot of Tifa trying to shake Anna off her tail, but these 4999 girls are kinda problematic, since they don’t seem to give up, y’know? Anna is slightly faster than Tifa and is slowly catching up, even through the wooded areas where Tifa uses her gymnastic ability to get through the trees, Anna is equal with her own super high jump technique. So Tifa resorts to…)

Tifa: BLIND!

(Tifa pulls something out on point blank range to the Battle Athlete, and before Anna can react, a blinding yellow flash engulfs her as Anna screams, and falls back, unable to see as Tifa runs away without missing a beat. The sound of a scream catches the two boys’ attention.)

Kikuchi: Damn, what is it about girls in distress?

Bean: Shut up and run!

(Kikuchi and Bean head in the direction that Anna was running, and after a while, find a dazed and wiping the dust out of her eyes Anna on the ground.)

Kikuchi: What happened? You O.K…

Anna: Y-yeah. Tifa used something on me, it made me unable to see for a few minutes…I was going to catch her, I didn’t realise…

Bean: That’s O.K. We’ve got plenty of surprises already, another one isn’t going to add.

Kikuchi: So what now? We head back?

(Cue the hidden test…)

HIDDEN TEST: Follow the path. Inquiry may be lost, but there is a clue. Do they take the initiative?

Anna: (shakes her head) No…before she got me, she had something in her hand, and I’m sure I heard something clutter ahead. She may have dropped something.

(Kikuchi smiles)

Kikuchi: What do they feed you girls in the future? Everything is enhanced with you.

(Anna blushes, but the three do an Osaka and ‘get it together’ as they see if Anna’s hunch was correct…)

*   *   *   *

HELICOPTER

(The team still have two things to find…but then Yamazaki spots something unusual.)

Yamazaki: Hey, that’s near the funeral place…

(To their shock, they see a motorcycle looking beat up, it was hidden in the bushes, but from the aerial view they can see it clearly. Kano asks if they can set the helicopter down here and investigate.)

(As they do, they are being…watched.)

Kano: So we have a motorcycle outside the funeral place? 

Misao: Um…w-wh-what…

(Misao has spotted the colour red on the motorcycle. The handle bars are covered in blood.)

Kano: Sample bag now!

(Kano has the task of putting the blood inside the bag, but Yamazaki however hears something else…)

Yamazaki: Someone out there?

(It’s THE KILLER. He or she is watching them as they look at this latest piece of evidence. And there is something else on the motorbike which Kano finds.)

Kano: Look at this!

(Inside the glove compartment is an invitation…to a wedding?! Problem is…)

Kano: It’s in Chinese…I can’t read it!

(However…)

Misao: Um…I can read it.

Kano: WHAT?

(Misao takes the Chinese letter and whilst she struggles, she can make out most of it. It seems to be a letter/invitation to a wedding, but interestingly enough it’s Ah-Tsing’s wedding, to a girl named Meirii. But why is this on the motorcycle?)

Yamazaki: Who is it invited to?

(Unfortunately, the bit where it goes “To:” has been ripped off. Well, duh.)

(Misao bags the invitation and heads back to the helicopter. The killer in the bushes shudders before escaping.)

(Back in the helicopter, the team thinks they’ve done, until Yamazaki spots something else, this time in the trees of the nearby Petrified Forest area.)

Yamazaki: I think we should stop there as well, there is something blowing in the wind.

(Again, they set down by the area, and get out. As they get closer to the tree, the item is obviously a coat. Yamazaki quickly climbs up the tree and lowers the coat for the two girls to catch. Kano then searches the pockets. The coat is covered in blood as well.)

Kano: Jackpot!

(Inside the pockets is a key. The problem is…they have no idea where the key is for, or who it is to.)

Kano: It works for me.

(Another bagging later and the team again decide to check for more clues. After 30 more minutes, they finally give up and go back to base.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1

(Bean, Kikuchi and Anna are continuing their hunch, and doing a ground search.)

Kikuchi: If she dropped something, then it would be on the floor, it wouldn’t be hidden. We’re figuring a lot of this on trust Anna.

Anna: Sorry.

Kikuchi: (smiles) That’s why were confident.

(Anna cheers up at this. Bean ahead of them looks on the floor (though he’s careful in case he steps on anything). The three eventually split up looking through the woods. It isn’t long before Kikuchi strikes gold.)

Kikuchi: What’s this?

(Kikuchi has found a black remote device on the floor. It’s something that they have never seen before, which is odd for both Kikuchi and Anna.)

Anna: What it is?

(Kikuchi decides not to touch it, but the weight of it and the sense gives that it’s electrical. They bag the item, and continue searching. However, they don’t get very far before thinking that there isn’t much more.)

Bean: Tifa didn’t look like she was carrying anything else, so shall we go on that?

Kikuchi: I think so. I hope we’ve done enough.

(They nod and exit, hopeful on a job well done…)

*   *   *   *

3.00pm

(Some tired teams are back as some have taken to the old afternoon nap. With the blood, the invitation, the key and the device, plus the interview with Jessie, the three teams have been quite busy, and are all tired. Some however have the strength to discuss with Videl everything.)

Asuka: He wouldn’t let me do anything! And I thought he was cool as well…geez…dumbkopf…

Kikuchi: Gee, I wonder why?

Asuka: Shut up!

Kano: Well, it was quite an experience. Never been on a helicopter and I guess I never will again…so I enjoyed it, though finding all that blood was kind of a shock.

Videl: Just shows that you’ve been busy guys…and you held out as well…

(Shot as Bean, Yamazaki and Misao all seem to be sleeping in their rooms. Seta and Anna enjoy a cup of coffee in the kitchen as they have their own thoughts on what happened…)

Seta: You seem to be in the wars a lot Anna-chan.

Anna: And after Hotaru cured me of one problem, my eyes tingling don’t help much now do they…feels like after I’ve swam…

Seta: Chlorine in the eyes…

Anna: No, when I deliberately poke myself in the eye to avoid seeing whatever Kris-san is doing to Kanzaki-san…

(Seta sweatdrops, not sure if she’s joking or being serious…)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

(Everyone is now up and about, and whilst some enjoy a few snacks, some look at evidence, and some plot…)

Bean: Another killer’s game tonight?

Yamazaki: Yes…Misao is sure we’ve failed because of what she did…

Bean: She shouldn’t beat herself up over it…trust me, Asuka will probably do that.

Yamazaki: The scary part is that is true.

Bean: I hate to say this, but I hope Seta has failed, because then we can vote out Asuka, so Asuka and I face each other in a classic good vs. evil bout in the killers game.

Yamazaki: You and Asuka?

Bean: Come on kid, you know as well as I do that Videl is going to vote for me to play the killer’s game. She’s actually not bad for a cop, but the stigma of my label is always going to be on me, no matter how I try.

Yamazaki: I guess. 

Bean: I just hope I can leave with at least one pass…with those two brains, it’s probably my only chance!

(Yamazaki chuckles as Bean takes another bite of his sandwich.)

(Meanwhile, another alliance meets up…)

Kano: So, what’s the drill?

Kikuchi: What can we do? Until we know who has failed, we can’t do a thing.

Kano: But you have ideas…

Kikuchi: (nods) Don’t worry, none of them involving booting out a Miyazawa.

Kano: (smiles) Thank you.

Kikuchi: Although a fellow Anno counterpart is tempting…

Kano: Well, considering how Misao is worried, if our team is the only one…

Kikuchi: I hope it doesn’t come to that.  

(Misao on the other hand however is indeed worrying…)

Misao: This game…it’s getting too much. I…I’m not sure if I can’t hold on…so please…

Anna: But I don’t want you to go!

Misao: Please…

(The two girls seem to have tears in their eyes…but downstairs, LI and accomplice are feeling a tad better.)

Asuka: Should be good. We get rid of little Wonder Girl and then you get rid of that lug and weak points over. Then I can start trying to get rid of Anna. 

Videl: You haven’t convinced me you know that?

Asuka: True…but last time showed that I should never count my chickens…or something like that. I’m going to hold off for a while, then strike. Misato, beat that strategy.

Videl: (sweatdrops) At least her terms of strategy are better than my dads…

(Outside, Seta is simply smoking. He looks up at the descending night sky…)

Seta: Tonight, the moon says the light will vanish on one powerful light…

(Seta shrugs and takes another suck…)

*   *   *   *

8.00PM – EVENING CONFERENCE (DETECTIVES)

(It’s time for the final conference before Sam does his thing. Videl heads her team into battle as they discuss tonight the evidence they retrieved in today’s inquiries.)

Videl: So Team 1 found what they assume is some of communication device?

Kikuchi: It seemed like some sort of cell phone, but it was designed very differently. The feel of it and the sensors indicated the electrical presence, but that’s the hunch.

Bean: We’re just hoping it’s not a useless piece of plastic.

Videl: What about Team 3? You got quite a bit of evidence today?

Kano: Blood, blood and more blood! No, seriously, we got two items with blood on it, from a motorcycle and a coat respectively, from different areas, but the killer could have used the motorcycle to put the coat in the trees and then dump the bike in the bushes.

Videl: The key is interesting. 

Yamazaki: The key was shaped almost like a chicken’s head, which was weird. I have no idea whose it is, or what it fits. There was no name or anything.

Videl: And speaking of names, the invitation?

Misao: Y-yes. The invitation had the name of the person ripped off, but it seemed to be a wedding invitation to this person, from Ah-Tsing.

Videl: Ah-Tsing and Tifa now both are raising suspicion levels of the chart. However, we now have news about the murder weapon, Seta.

Seta: I am now pretty sure it was the screwdriver as Jessie says that the killer came out and stabbed her in the head. Also, she claims someone else came round and saw the body before fleeing.

Videl: Nuriko perhaps?

Seta: I doubt it. Nuriko after arriving stayed there remember?

Videl: Ah yes. But as sick as it sounds, if we find that person, he or she could be cleared…even if he or she was going to kill her themselves.

(The team have a lot of thoughts to sort out. Today, they’ve found the following.)

The witness, Jessie DeVries, claims that the killing was done by a stabbing to the head, and also that someone else entered the crime scene after the murder happened. Lots of clues were found, along with blood samples, there was an invitation from Ah Tsing to the killer (is it a red herring?) as well as a bloodied coat and a key with a chicken head on it. What is the key for? Tifa is on the run after avoiding the detectives grasp. She dropped apparently some sort of device. What is it and what is it used for? 

*   *   *   *

8.45pm

(Before the final conference however, something of significance happens…)

Misao: Just do it O.K if it happens…

Kano: You know we won’t do that if other things happen…

Asuka: Such as?

(Asuka enters as Kano, Misao and Bean in the kitchen were talking. Asuka takes a look at Misao and chuckles.)

Asuka: Poor widdle Misao not going to get back up this time?

Kano: Leave her be Asuka…

Asuka: Well, she shouldn’t be here in the first place. You may be cute and charming, but that act doesn’t go well in this. Maybe you should go back to playing dolls…

Bean: Shut up. She has a right to be here as do you and all of us.

Asuka: Yes, but when the game is mine, I won’t be able to say ‘I told you so.’

Bean: That’s true, because you’re going the first chance we can get you gone.

Asuka: I was talking with her, not you…

(Bean steps in front of Misao)

Bean: You are big picking on someone smaller than you…maybe it’s high-time you try and get your tail between your legs.

Asuka: I don’t need that from someone whose ass is cooking tonight anyway…

Bean: Maybe, but if so, and if I go tonight, remember that in two days time, your ass is sent out. And if you survive, in another two days it will be and so on. So I’ll be going tonight…like I gave a rat’s ass. I’ve played this game more honourable than you have so do us all a favour and leave Misao alone, and shut the hell up whilst we’re at it….

(Asuka tries to outstare Bean…doesn’t really work, and she leaves. However someone was watching outside…)

10.00pm – FINAL CONFERENCE

(It’s make-or-break time for the three teams as Sam Lockhart emerges in all his glory. He will pass or fails the teams on their enquiries from the past two days.)

Sam: And a good evening to you all.

All: Evening chief.

Sam: Before we continue, the evidence today has brought us some interesting ideologies. First of all, the blood. Here’s the interesting thing. The blood sample which you took Kano, was indeed from Excel. However, the sample taking from the coat was actually…from Mimi.

(Silence as they digest this information)

Sam: Next bit of news. The item found by Team 1 has been diagnosed as a communication device used by Tifa with her friends in their group ‘Avalanche’ known as the PHS. Let’s take a listen at her most recent message.

(Sam clicks something and an unfamiliar voice appears)

??????: Is everything been sorted out, Teef?… I see. I didn’t want to go out on those guys, but everything happened so suddenly. I hope you put those assholes in their place…

Sam: Who is that? I’ll tell you who that is…it’s Mr. Barrett Wallace. These records show he called one week ago. The time that you found this today Team 1, Tifa was re-listening to this message, but it stopped when you found her. What does that lead you to?

Kikuchi: I believe Barrett could be referring to what happened in America from that newspaper article, maybe Barrett got away and his presence wasn’t shown in the papers, but he wanted to get revenge in that way, and Tifa could have done it her side by doing something to the Tachikawas.

Sam: Namely killing Mimi. A possibility. We now know that Tifa is on the run so she is definitely hiding something, and the fact that it seems something separate from her relationship with Ah Tsing, and the bracelet. So there may be two sides of the story we need to get from here. Now, we’ll see what you found out in the last two days to see how well you became as detectives.

(The teams are now judged on their performances over the last two days.)

Sam: Team 1 – Anna, Bean and Kikuchi. On Day 1, you went and interviewed Michiru Kai’oh and Hotaru Tomoe. As you arrived, an ambulance came along. From that, Hotaru was taken to hospital suffering from a seizure attack. Now, you would have passed if you all interviewed Michiru and after gone to the hospital…but you went one better. Let’s take a look.

(Outside Michiru also comes out, worried as hell. Kikuchi whispers something to Anna and nods. The two guys go out to Michiru.)

Kikuchi: Are you O.K., miss?

Michiru: Y-yes…but Hotaru…she collapses all of a sudden this morning…and it seems worse than normal…

Haruka: (calling) I’ll go with her…

(Haruka gets on her motorcycle and follows a departing ambulance…but is unaware that Anna, back in the van, is ALSO following them to the hospital. Meanwhile, Bean and Kikuchi are now alone with Michiru.)

Kikuchi: Are you sure you’re O.K?

Michiru: Y-yes…this has happened before, I know she’ll be O.K…but I’ll never g-get used to this.

Bean: We know this is a bad time miss Kai’oh, but we do need to ask you a few things, and considering it does concern your daughter, we do feel you need to listen.

(Michiru wipes a few tears and nods.)

Michiru: O.K…I’m sorry…

Kikuchi: That’s O.K madam, don’t worry.

(The two men head into the house, whilst back in the van, Anna heads off to the hospital.)

Sam: It’s obvious that you trust each other as shown on that line, and you probably did a better job than I expected. You managed to get the information at the quickest time…and tell that van driver that managing to get you two guys in time as Anna finished her line of inquiry deserves a pay raise.

Kikuchi: (smiles) Will do.

Sam: You got vital information from both sides of the family. From Michiru, you learnt about her father, as did from the hospital, and how Mimi and Hotaru were friends. You also made an accurate conclusion about the photo could have come from anyone who knew they were together. Hotaru herself, you got the fact about her unique abilities and how the Tachikawa’s could have wanted her, or even as a chip for her father to work for them. On Day 2, you went to visit Tifa Lockhart, and although Anna got a bit of a blind touch, you managed to not give up and found the PHS. Well done. So Anna, Bean, Kikuchi. I’m passing you on your line of enquiry.

(TEAM 1 – Anna, Bean, Kikuchi – PASSED – Are immune from group vote.)

(Shot of the team mostly relieved, Bean looks ecstatic about passing his first inquiry.)

Sam: Team 2 – Asuka and Seta. On Day 1, the two of you had separate discussions with two other suspects which had a link with Hotaru, Andy and Yuri. You separated them successfully and learnt information about Hotaru’s links with them. Asuka, you also came across Excel and got her back into the fray, learning some information about her jail lease, and more importantly, how Bulleta attacked her. You did fine there. Seta, you confronted Andy about the information you knew about the hospital and he gave you why he left. You got some good info there, well done.

(They nod.)

Sam: On Day 2, you got to interview a witness towards the crime of Mimi’s death. Let’s take a look at how you did.

*   *   *   *

Seta: Did you see what was thrown? Did you see the person or how she was killed?

Jessie: The person seemed to fit in well with the darkness well, and had a mask or something. The person didn’t seem too tall, but that could be shuffled. I am sure however that when the killer attacks Mimi, it ended with a stab to the head with something…

Seta: Right, are you sure about that? Did the killer fire at her from a fair way?

Jessie: (shakes her head) No…whoever it was wanted to know the death was coming and I think may have hit her a couple times to stun her before killing her. I didn’t catch much, but as soon as the killer left, I ran away.

Seta: Why didn’t you report this to police?

Jessie: (scoffs) Come on, a convicted felon discovering the body of the daughter of her former employers. It would be like screaming ‘Please arrest me!’ However, I stayed behind rather than fleeing…I agonised for a week…and now with another death happening…even members of Team Rocket have feelings…

Seta: O.K. Is there anything else you want to say?

Jessie: Actually…

Asuka: Yes?

Jessie: …well, as I running, I’m sure I saw someone else enter the railway area…

Seta: Huh?

Jessie: I didn’t see who it was, but someone entered there, saw the body I think, and then ran away…and it looks like he or she was armed with something…but I couldn’t see this at all…

*   *   *   *

Sam: You pressed until the end. You have pretty much defined that the weapon was caused by stabbing, which means that the screwdriver is our number one murder weapon possibility. You also found out that someone came AFTER the death. We need to learn more about this, however, you did well, so Asuka, Seta. I’m passing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 2 – Asuka, Seta – PASS – Are immune from group vote.)

(Shot of Asuka smug as quite a few are disappointed.)

Sam: Two out of two. Once again I’ll reiterate if all teams pass, there are immune from the killer’s game tonight. So Team 3 – Kano, Misao and Yamazaki. On Day 2, you made an aerial search of the vicinity and found some very big clues. You found the blood sample on the motorcycle, you found the invitation which seems to have belonged to the killer from Ah Tsing, and also found the coat. The blood samples are different, meaning the motorcycle was most likely the get away vehicle from Excel’s murder, and the coat was something used to wipe off the blood of themselves and the murder weapon. That was very good.

(The team however have noticed the pattern when Sam gives the remarks. Passes usually mean Day 1 start, unless they failed on Day 2. If Sam starts on Day 2, it usually means that they’ve done well on Day 2, but…)

Sam: On Day 1, you had a couple of things to do. First you went to the library to get some information on Souichi Tomoe, Hotaru’s father. There, you bumped into Akiko Natsume. You learned of the reason why her e-mail was blocking Seto’s message, claiming it was her husband. We need to get this checked. You look around information on Souichi, and sure enough, you got good. Three pieces of information all revolving Souichi, about his work, about what happened to cause his amnesia and his daughter’s injuries, and also about the information of Terry, Robert and Barrett involved in this in America. You did well…but….later that day, you went to the funeral. You had just learnt of Excel’s death. Let’s take a look at what happened next.

*   *   *   *

Kano: What’s wrong?

(Shot of Andy looking stunned, Yuri a bit shell shocked, Hayama…well, stoic as normal. By their side, Misao is kneeling down shivering as Yamazaki is hugging her.)

Kano: Too much…

Yamazaki: Sorry Miyazawa-san, but Amano-san was a bit scared after what happened to Excel…she kinda blurted it out as we were talking…

Kano: Damn…I’m so sorry about having to hear what happened, but…(sighs)…it’s true. Excel seems to have been attacked as well, and we don’t know for sure, but it looks fatal. 

Andy: She was just here this morning, she was in jail, then she wasn’t…

Yuri: Should we get back?

Kano: I think investigators and police officers are back there as well, the killer seemed to do a busy job I’m afraid. Whether it was the same that…you know…

Yamazaki: The game just got a lot more shocking.

Misao: (sobbing) I’m sorry…I’m sorry…

Kano: I suggest you hold on and…

Hayama: I’ll go back.

(Without another word, Hayama just walks off as Yuri tries to call him back to no avail.)

*   *   *   *

Sam: I think the heat of the moment got to you Misao, and it cost you the fact that possible suspects found out that we know of Excel’s death. On top of that, you let Akito Hayama, a suspect, get away to head back, and you should have informed Team 2, who was at the site about it. So Kano, Misao, Yamazaki. I have no choice. I am failing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 3 – Kano, Misao, Yamazaki – FAILED – Are eligible for the group vote.)

Sam: It’s been a unique few days. However, someone will be going tonight. So if you please…

(All the detectives except for the LI will be voting in the booth upstairs where the Chief will be getting their votes. Only Kano, Misao and Yamazaki will be eligible for the group vote. The Lead Investigator however can choose whoever they want for whatever reason.)

Sam: Anna, who you will vote for and why?

Anna: I will vote for Yamazaki. It’s nothing personal at all, but the other two are my friends and roommates, and like my past, I’ve always loved and trusted them…I won’t let them down…even if sounds selfish.

(ASUKA)

Asuka: Misao has to go. She’s so weak and pathetic at times it’s unbelievable.

Sam: A bit harsh I believe, but you are entitled to your opinions.

(BEAN)

Bean: I hate to do this, but I’ll stick with my belief of keeping Misao safe and vote for Kano. Mainly because she is a threat perhaps, but also cause I’m fairly close with the other two more so.

(KANO)

Kano: I’ll vote for Yamazaki. I can’t vote for myself and much as I hate to vote for either of my teammates, my closeness to Misao overrides Yamazaki’s detective ability.

(KIKUCHI)

Kikuchi: I will vote for Misao. It was her mistake which cost the team, although understandable. I think she needs to go home now.

(MISAO)

Misao: I’ll vote for Yamazaki…I’d rather vote for myself…(cries)…I’m…s-sorry…

Sam: It’s alright Misao.

(SETA)

Seta: I shall vote for Misao again. With the case starting to increase and more things happening, I think it’s best for all concerned if she left the game and we can remember her with fond memories.

(YAMAZAKI)

Yamazaki: I will vote for Misao. No other reason except I feel Kano is needed more in this game…and I can’t vote for myself.

*   *   *   *

(Sam heads downstairs with the vote results.)

Sam: I have here the results of the vote. The first person to play the killer’s game…

(Shot of Group 3 together)

Sam: …will be…

(Separate shots of Kano, Misao and Yamazaki…)

Sam: Misao.

VOTES

MISAO (4) – Asuka, Kikuchi, Seta, Yamazaki

YAMAZAKI (3) – Anna, Kano, Misao

KANO (1) – Bean

(Misao nods in understanding and tries hard not to cry. Kano puts an arm around her as Misao cuddles with the Miyazawa youngest.)

Sam: The second person to play the killer’s game will be decided by the Lead Investigator. Videl, if you please.

(Videl can choose anyone to play the killer’s game for whatever reason. Is her choice as clear cut as everyone expects though?)

Videl: Tonight…was a tough decision for me. I think everyone here knows my background as working as a member of the police force. When I first knew of Bean Bandit’s background, I thought of him as nothing but a common criminal, here on a technicality, to spice things up if you will. However…

(Soon, Bean looks up…)

Videl: …I think I could be wrong. I never saw the strong points of him, and today showed that there are plenty that he should be proud. He protects who he considering the weak, away from the bullies. So tonight, my vote is for one of those bullies, and I’m nominating Asuka to play the next killer’s game with Misao.

(Asuka’s eyes literally bug out, utterly astounded that her ‘friend’ nominated her for the killer’s game. She seems ready to try and counter, but the decision is made as Videl sits back down, unable to stare at the German girl in the face. Bean meanwhile is just as surprised, but for all the right reasons. Everyone else is fairly neutral, though you can see a grin crack on Anna…)

(Sam hands Asuka and Misao an envelope each. They hold a location to the next killer’s game, UCCHAN’S or the CAT CAFÉ. Sam doesn’t know where the killer is hiding.)

Asuka: (growls) Cat Café.

Misao: (nervous) Ucchan’s.

Sam: Good luck. I think you are going to need it.

*   *   *   *

Anna: I guess it’s my turn to comfort you now isn’t it…

(Shot of Misao packing her things with Anna and Kano helping her out.)

Misao: Did you guys vote for me? I said I didn’t mind…

(Kano responds by putting her arm round her)

Kano: I couldn’t do it.

Anna: Neither could I. We love you Misao-chan.

Misao: (wipes a few tears) Guys…

(The three shares a group hug as Misao, scared, but maybe more determined to come back than we expected…)

*   *   *   *

(Outside another room, we can hear grunts, groans, shrieks and German curse word outbursts inside the room, where Asuka prepares for her second killer’s game. Outside the room, Videl is just waiting, her eyes seemingly distant.)

(After a while, Asuka exits. She glares at Videl, but doesn’t do anything (because no matter how good Asuka is, Videl would kick her ass…and there’s no violence allowed anyway…) and huffs with her bag.)

Seta: That was very noble of you my dear.

(Videl stops and sees the archaeologist watching everything.)

Videl: What do you mean?

Seta: I could see in your eyes, the series of doubt of your own thoughts.

Videl: (sighs) I guess I never saw the problems I was getting into. Maybe I did this because I want to play the game, and know that I could be in trouble…or maybe because I did genuinely feel this is the right thing to do.

(Seta smiles.)

Seta: We’ve all made decisions like this. And it’s hope-and-pray time.

(Videl nods as they watch Misao exit her room with her two friends. Misao seems a bit calmer as they head out. Videl nods as they pass. Downstairs, Bean can’t believe his luck…)

Bean: I felt sure it was me…heck, I think everyone and their mother’s dog thought it was me…

Yamazaki: Speaking of mother’s dogs…

Bean: …not now. I’m in too much shock, and considering you’re talking from someone who has survived multiple shot wounds…

Kikuchi: (entering) …this Bean Bandit is hell tough. If I give you Onizuka’s address, you should get a drink with him. He survived 3 gunshot wounds as well, and much more.

Bean: Heh…you could tell me anything now…I’m in will-o’-the-wisp mode…

(The guys enjoy a chuckle as Bean gets a beer out (and Kikuchi sneaks one whilst they aren’t looking). However, it’s time to get killing…)

*   *   *   *

11.30pm

(It’s time for the two victims to play the killer’s game. Asuka pretty much exits quietly, and without incident. She doesn’t say goodbye, considering that her last ally seems to have ditched her.)

(Misao is given a bit more of a leaving party, as all the girls get their chance to hug the girl. Bean nearly crushes the poor lass but after putting her down, Misao is ready to go.)

(The cat café for Asuka, Ucchan’s for Misao. The game is on.)

CHECK OUT INSIDE HQ FOR THEIR THOUGHTS ON THIS SITUATION.

*   *   *   *

12.00pm

(Out of town are two derelict restaurants in the form of the two main ones from Nerima, The Cat Café/Neko Hanten and Ucchan’s Okonomiyaki. Asuka and Misao don’t know this of course. They’ve been hooked with torches, infra red cameras and bagging equipment for the killer clue. Of course, one won’t get that far…)

(CAT CAFÉ – ASUKA)

Asuka: And so I play the killer’s game again…and when I return, I will make their lives a living hell…

(The path has been…decorated…by a line of butchered cats (Sasaki turn away now!) following the path to the café. Asuka is a little perturbed…)

Asuka: Looks like Excel’s having some nekonabe…wait, she’s dead…(gulps)…Scheiss…

*   *   *   *

12.01PM

(UCCHAN’S – MISAO)

NOTE: Misao’s transformation CAN be in effect, but even if Misa turns up, she will still follow the path.

Misao: Alone…the dark…midnight…Ru-kun…papa…mama…Sasami-chan…minna…help me…

(The lit of the path to the restaurant is a bit spooky as Misao moves, lights appearing each time she makes a closer step.)

Misao: So far…so spooky…

*   *   *   *

ASUKA

Asuka: O.K, so we’re here…

(The door opens and there is a pink cat with a sword through it placed on the door. Asuka shrieks and jumps back as the blood slides down…)

Asuka: What the f*** have we got here…

(As she enters, webs made of ramen fall on her as she gets into a sticky situation. Asuka busts her way out. )

Asuka: This killer is pissing me off…

*   *   *   *

MISAO

Misao: No…

(The path is now full of what appears to be sauce…but the sauce looks too red for Misao’s taste.)

Misao: Please…(closes her eyes and enters…)

(Two okonomiyaki discs fall from the ceiling…and turn out to be flour bombs. The flour explosion blinds Misao as she wipes her eyes desperately. In the distance, she can hear buzz-saws grinding…)

Misao: Help me!

(She cringes, but continues…)

*   *   *   *

(Dramatic music as the KILLER’S CAM advances on one of the girls. We don’t know which one, but blood will soon spill…)

ASUKA

(She enters a room which appears to be the kitchen. Her torch illuminates a pot boiling. Around the stove are what appear to be human parts being used for cooking. Asuka feels a bit sick…)

Asuka: This is sicker than any Angel battle…

MISAO

(Blood on the walls greets Misao as she turns a corner, and the arrows point her to what appears to be the final room…)

Misao: (gulps) Give me strength…Misa…

(opens the door.)

………..

Asuka: Arrows here….but why here….GAAAHAAHAHHAHAHAHHH!

Misao: NOOOO…NOOO…AAHHHHHHHHHH!

(Fade to black…and red…)

*   *   *   *

(One of the vans has returned as inside the briefing room, although it’s nearly 12.45pm, all of them up, tired but awaiting the result.)

Bean: Please…

(The double doors open and Bean sighs. The girl ahead is obviously not Misao’s height.)

Bean: Damn…lost my little girl…

????: OH HO! YOU SHOULD KNOW BY NOW THAT MISAO-CHAN WOULD NEVER DIE THAT EASILY!

(Ahead of them isn’t Misao, it isn’t Asuka…it’s Pixy Misa! The crowd are unsure how to take it at first…)

Anna: …then that means…

Misa: Mmm hmm! I have returned in all my glory…and I’m exhausted! Misao-chan, take over please…

(Misa reverts to her cuter form, Misao Amano, the survivor of the 4th killers’ game.)

(NOW they erupt into cheers.)

Bean: You did it my little girl!

Kano: You O.K?

Anna: Misao?

(Misao looks collapsed, tired, teary…but she look up…and smiles.)

Misao: I…did…it.

(Misao gets a double hug from Kano and Anna, which Videl then joins in. Seta and Kikuchi calmly look on with a smile on her face as Yamazaki applauds. The team soon join in as Misao takes a seat, a bit out of breath, exhausted, tired and obviously had an experience she didn’t like, but successful.)

Misao: It was…unusual. Scary, and what happened at the end caught me off guard…but I did it. I DID IT!

(The celebrations continue. Misao Amano has survived. Asuka Langley Sohryu hasn’t. What does this lead to? Find out next time on THE MURDER GAME!)

*   *   *   *

Check out Inside HQ now for;

When Asuka’s smugness goes to destruction, what were the thoughts of Videl? Was it just what happened with Bean and Misao? K ‘n’ K begins to see if they can bring Anna and Seta into their alliance. And after coming back from the killer’s game, Misao gets a nice surprise in her room… 

And next time on the Murder Game;

The local airport is the scene where the killer clue gives a new insight to what may be going on with some of the suspects’ friends. Hibiki is jailed because of his incident with Mimi, but can he clear his name to the murder? And a martial arts tournament is perfect to look for potential suspects. But when Tifa doesn’t show up, Bunnie shows them where she is…and it’s almost a fatal mistake… 

Ah, done. Now I will collapse.

(plop)

O.K, better now.

This was the longest chapter to date because the inquiries are now getting more detailed plus the event of Excel’s death made things more complicated. And with Hotaru now seemingly a big part of this, it makes my story telling more and more involved.

Of course, I could be planting red herrings because I’m evil.

Some notes of course;

Hotaru: I love this girl to bits, she is so tragic yet sweet. She is the best thing that could have happened to Chibi-Usa (I actually quite like her, but she is so disliked majorly) and the way she’s treated at her school in Sailor Moon S…I just wanted to smack some of those horrible students. Her healing ability is shown in the first ep she’s in when she heals Chibi-Usa’s knee, and that’s how they become friends. 

Yomiko: Thank you very much Star Otaku for getting me into Read or Die…I had to put a Yomiko reference in there somewhere. Wouldn’t surprise me if Kano was probably almost a bad a bookworm as Yomiko. Maybe she can learn some of ‘The Paper’s’ techniques against her older sister…^_~

Barrett: Barrett is another character from Final Fantasy 7, a big man who has a gun arm. His role will expand as Tifa’s character expands, especially after next episode…

So, who is your pick to win and the killer? I’ll be doing a poll at the half way mark, but I’d love to hear from you. Early predictions think that Yamazaki and Anna are the favourites to win, though Seta seems to be a popular pick as well. Videl is by far the favourite character of the series (DBZ fan base is huge…) but surprisingly, not as big as pick to win. Maybe this episode may change that stat.

O.K, until two weeks people!     

MURDER GAME – EPISODE 5

Wow, these are coming thick and fast aren’t they? Well…maybe not, but it SEEMS like it.

I should put a disclaimer but everyone knows I don’t own Neon Genesis Evangelion, Magical Project S, Battle Athletes Victory, His and Her Circumstances, Love Hina, Card Captor Sakura, Great Teacher Onizuka, Riding Bean and all the other shows used in this fic. I also don’t own Murder Game or Murder in Small Town X, where this story is based from.

Ah damn, I went and put one up anyway…

Nearing the half way point, how is everyone finding the story? Who are your favourite characters, both detectives and suspects? A big purpose was to use characters from anime that aren’t as well known and the characters in them (though I added CCS and DBZ just for some familiarity), and hope you get to enjoy them. I know shows like Love Hina and Evangelion have their fan base, but good to see people enjoying the characters of the sweethearts as much as the others so I’m glad with a lot of the comments (usually by e-mail).

Now for some more work…time to get my evil brain working.

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on the Murder Game…

(Shot of the 9 remaining investigators looking on at a poker faced-Sam Lockhart.)

Chromus VO: …the lines of inquiry got ugly…

(A shriek is heard off screen…)

Chromus: The murder of Excel only made things worse, forcing certain members of the group to wonder if they were fit for the things to come.

Misao: I didn’t think I could go far…now I know I can’t…

Chromus: Her nervousness cost her team dearly; and her punishment was to play the Killer’s game. But in an unexpected twist, the lead investigator went on the moral high.

Videl: …I think I could be wrong. I never saw the strong points of him, and today showed that there are plenty that he should be proud. He protects who he considering the weak, away from the bullies. So tonight, my vote is for one of those bullies, and I’m nominating Asuka to play the next killer’s game with Misao.

Chromus: And whether for better or for worse…

Bean: You did it my little girl!

Kano: You O.K?

Anna: Misao?

(Misao looks collapsed, tired, teary…but she looks up, and smiles.)

Misao: I…did…it.

Chromus: …Misao came back. 8 remain.

*   *   *   *

DAY 9

(Over a week has passed since the beginning of the investigation, and 4 detectives have left the game. Junpei, Inez, Leon and Asuka are all warming up their graves. 8 still remain, some strong, some not so, but still here nevertheless. After the recent murder of Excel, the killer is obviously sending them a message: don’t mess with me. However, that is their mission here in Macaba.)

(Sam Lockhart, the Chief, enters the room. He leads the investigators on their lines of inquiries and passes or fails the team according to their performance. As a veteran on these issues, his experience has been vital for this kind of work. Now, with a third of the detectives eliminated, the Chief has to step things up to find the killer.)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Last night, Asuka was eliminated by the killer. This morning, I received a rather macabre message through the post which I think you need to have a look at.

(Sam has a bag with something in it. It’s covered in blood. The teams are unsure at first, but finally realise it’s, of all things, a menu.)

Sam: This menu was specially created by the killer, as it has foods on it such as Shibiyama Soufflé, Inez Ice Cream and today’s special, Asukawurst with Sohryu sauce. Coming attractions could be Avocado Amano Salad, Minced Miyazawa and Bean’s Beans…

(Of course, a number of the group are a little frightened of this butcher of a killer…)

Sam: …so we have to make sure that doesn’t happen. This killer is getting serious, seriously ugly. So our lines of inquiry are going to be perfect. Remember, if you all pass, you all stay and no-one goes on a killer’s game, like Misao did last night. And speaking of which, let’s take a look at the killer clue.

(Sam gets another bag, this time with a piece of old-looking paper.)

Sam: What do we have here?

Kikuchi: It’s a map of the port of Rio de Janeiro, located in Brazil.

Sam: Right. There are also circles around two famous landmarks in the area. Is this a clue? 

Bean: I’m not on my Brazilian, but the landmarks are…but sugar loaf mountain and a statue of Christ, maybe there is some religious link…maybe someone who was at the church when Mimi was buried?

Sam: Interesting thought…but we feel there is significance in the place itself. This brings us to our first line of inquiry. Asuka did not come back, so let’s see who she picked as Lead Investigator.

(This should be interesting…did Asuka even give a damn? Sam presses a button as Asuka’s last will and testament flash up.)

Asuka: After tonight, I don’t see anyone I think deserves the chance of immunity…but just for the sake of it, Seta…you still look like Kaji, so that’s good enough reason for me.

Sam: Seta?

(Seta is a bit surprised, but now gets immunity from the killer’s game. Seta is, apart from Anna (and she got picked by Asuka when she was LI), the only person who hasn’t received a vote at the killer’s game vote, and leads with respect from everyone. If Seta wasn’t safe enough already, he now has immunity.)

Sam: Your first job is to pick a team of two people. They will travel to the Airport; there you will look for flights to and from Rio de Janeiro and see if there is any significance in there. Keep an eye out for people as well. Seta, pick two who you think have good observation skills.

(Seta makes Kano and Kikuchi Team 1. They will take the trip to the airport.)

Sam: That’s the killer clue sorted. Now, for some more news...Last night, Hibiki Amawa was arrested at his home on Ruru’s island for crime of rape of Mimi Tachikawa, and they are treating him in conjunction with the murder of Mimi as well. I need a team of 3 to interview him, get information from him and see if you can either clear him or not.)

(Seta makes Anna, Misao and Videl Team 2. They will do the jail interview.)

Sam: This leaves Team 3. (Bean and Yamazaki automatically become Team 3.) Your line of inquiry is to interview Ah-Tsing at 8th Heaven. We know that he is involved with the missing bracelet which he claims is his, but we also know that he is with Tifa and Bunnie involved with this. Also…Tifa is missing. We need to know where she is, because of the information involving her friend Barrett. Talk to him about all the evidence you have on him.

(The two nod as they make a note of what they have to do.)

Sam: Be careful out there. It’s getting ugly. More than ever, you should suspect everyone…trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *   

TEAM 1 – Kano/Kikuchi: Visit the local airport and locate information revolving around the killer clue.

TEAM 2 – Anna/Misao/Videl: Interview Hibiki Amawa. Get his side of the story and get information.

TEAM 3 – Bean/Yamazaki: Interview Ah-Tsing. Get the low-down on the bracelet and of Tifa’s whereabouts.

(Team 1)

Kano: Well, the awesome twosome get ready for battle!

Kikuchi: Let’s keep our head on there Miss Miyazawa; we’ve got a fair bit of work to do. And the feel of passing is still in my head, so let’s keep it going.

Kano: Heh, you sound like my sister.

(Team 2)

Anna: You O.K now Misao-chan?

Misao: (nods) I’m fine. I’m ready…let’s go.

Anna: Videl?

Videl: Yeah…sure. (she turns and sighs) Sorry Asuka, but this was the right thing to do. The game goes on right?

(Team 3)

Bean: Let’s just get out there, kick some booty and make sure we don’t screw up!

Yamazaki: Right, right, lead on fearless leader!

(The three teams get ready to head out, on the back of a second murder in Macaba and the 4th investigator being served on the menu. It’s a nerve-wracking time in the inquiry, can the teams handle it?)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3 – 9.45am

(A chance for a world class breakfast is always on the making when people visit 8th heaven in the morning. Bean and Yamazaki don’t have that luxury (though sure that Bean has some room for a bit of extra food) as the young Jap and the older American (who is slightly unnerving a few customers) enter there. However, they are quickly greeted/confronted by cleared suspect Madoka Ayukawa.)

Madoka: You again? 

Bean: Yes…is there something wrong ma’am?

Madoka: You are telling me! Tifa is missing…what the heck have you done to her?

Bean: She’s not back?

Madoka: No…she’s gone. I’ve called police, but no good yet. They can’t find her.

Yamazaki: We’re sorry to hear that ma’am. I believe however she was running away from us at the time we spoke to her…plus she injured one of our investigators in the eyes…

(Madoka stops her rant.)

Madoka: Oh…I didn’t realise. I thought you scared her away. If she retaliated, then…

Bean: Madam, let’s not talking about that here. We need to speak to Ah Tsing anyway about what has happened to Tifa. Is he here?

Madoka: (nods) Yeah. He’s been a bit quiet though so he might not be the best person to talk to now…

Yamazaki: I’m sorry, but we have to.

Madoka: (sighs) O.K…come on.

(Madoka leads them to the back of the kitchen, where the ancient times Iron Chief Ah Tsing is quickly working up some homemade vegetable ramen for a customer while taking in a shot glass (or ten, take a wild stab) of Chinese wine between orders. However, as he turns and sees the two male investigators, he drops his cleaver he was using and sighs, sounding very depressed.)

Ah Tsing: Miss Madoka, these people again…

Madoka: I know, but they’ve asked to see you. It is important.

Yamazaki: Once again, we apologise. But Ah-Tsing, we need to ask you about a few things.  

(Ah-Tsing stares at them, looks around, and sighs.)

Ah-Tsing: I guess I have no choice then.

(Madoka nods as she leaves the room, hoping that this will be a short and sweet interview for her business, but as you know, nothing is ever that simple on the murder game.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – MACABA JAIL (10.25AM)

(Team 2 are the next to arrive at their line of inquiry. The last time they were at a jail, both Misao and Anna were there seeing Excel. Hopefully, the same thing that happened to Excel won’t happen to Hibiki…)

Videl: I’m used to seeing places like this… (A Videl stare silences one of the more lecherous prisoners)…and dealing with the scum. Can’t say I’m blamed that Hibiki was wound up here.

Anna: That may be true but…

Misao: Hibiki-san, where is he…

(male voice): Hey, over here!

Guard: Yeah, that’s the guy. We’ve got him on suspicion of rape and the murder of Mimi Tachikawa.

Hibiki: And that is not true on BOTH accounts!

Guard: The crime is of statuary rape.

Hibiki: It was her for crying out loud…

Guard: It’s still a cr…

Videl: Can we please get on with this before I grow old enough to look like my dad? (shudders at the thought)

Guard: (shrugs) Whatever. I’ll warn you in there then and that’s it.

Videl: Just a note that two of us are trained martial arts experts and one of us can transform into a magical girl at any moment!

Anna/Misao: (embarrassed) Videl-san, we didn’t want anyone to know that!

Videl: Eh? (Goku confused pose no.12)…sorry.

(Finally, the girls are allowed him to the male Hibiki Amawa, who is obviously not looking pleased.)

Videl: We meet again Mr Amawa.

Hibiki: I wish I could say I’m pleased to see you, but I can’t. What the hell have I got myself into?

Videl: Well, with me and DI’s Reispegi and Amano here, we’d better see what we can get from you, and see if we can at least clear you of Mimi’s murder.

(Hibiki says nothing, but is getting ready for the worst…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – AIRPORT – 10.45AM

(Kano and Kikuchi have arrived at the big airport just outside of Macaba. There, they have to see if they can make heads or tails of the killer clue, which seems to show a link to the Brazil port and city, Rio de Janeiro. The team will need to find out anything and everything they can.)

Kano: O.K…so we’re here. Now what?

Kikuchi: We have to find out about flights to and from Rio, and see if there are any links.

Kano: There may be some people coming that we need to speak with as well.

Kikuchi: Right, hence the observation line. Let’s split up and look for departures coming and going to Rio, and see what we find.

(Kano and Kikuchi head out, unaware that they are being watched by a mysterious figure. A tall slender woman holding a staff on her side is watching the two with interest…through a crystal ball? We can see that she is actually on a plane.)

????: The time flows by…let’s see if it protects the ones I love.

*   *   *   *

(TEAM 3)

(Bean and Yamazaki have finally managed to get to speak to Ah-Tsing after an initial few problems, now they need to dig to the heart of the problem.)

Yamazaki: We need to speak with you about everything we can possibly ask, so I hope you are O.K with this Ah-Tsing.

Ah-Tsing: I am fine. But I need to find Tifa.

Bean: We are looking as well sir, and your help could be vital. First, we need to discuss about why she, you and Bunnie are together, searching for the bracelet?

(Ah-Tsing looks a bit shocked)

Ah-Tsing: You know about us three?

Yamazaki: The walls have eyes. (A reference to him, Kano and Kikuchi in episode 3 spying)

(Ah-Tsing curses under his breath in Mandarin for a moment, and takes a drink of Chinese wine.)

Yamazaki: Sir, not in front of me please, I’m only 11.

(Ah-Tsing is amazed that Yamazaki could understand him…but returns to being calm for the time being.)

Ah Tsing: Well…as you know, we’ve been searching for the bracelet that Mimi took of me…as a form of blackmail.

(Hot stuff. Motive time as Yamazaki makes notes, Bean continues the interview.)

Bean: Blackmail? How so?

Ah-Tsing: (sighs) Look, all she said was lies, just lies! She had threatened to go on record to my fiancé Meirii that she and I were having an affair.

Bean: Figures, this girl goes about doesn’t she?

Ah-Tsing: That lying wench said she could produce sufficient ‘evidence’ to prove it. Myself, I wasn’t going to stand for it, but in the end, all I am is one man, and Mimi has an entire company backing her. I had no choice.

Bean: But you said it wasn’t true?

Ah-Tsing: It wasn’t…but if Meirii heard anything, she’d mostly likely believe her. Mimi does seem convincing in her ways…

Yamazaki: So, about the bracelet? Why did she want it so much? 

Ah-Tsing (a little teary): Because of the value of it’s worth I presume. It’s an heirloom handing to me from the emperor of China back where I live. I work here to get money to prepare for wedding rather than use emperor’s gift…

Yamazaki: You are a diligent working man Ah-Tsing-san.

Ah-Tsing: (smiles for first time) Thank you.

Bean: Have you found the bracelet?

Ah-Tsing: (shakes his head) No I’m afraid. We feel that Mimi kept it on her body. My theory is that whoever killed her, stole the bracelet off her body and has kept it.

Bean: Right.

Yamazaki: So…what about Tifa? We know she’s missing, but can you think why she would run away from investigators?

Ah-Tsing: That’s the strange thing…the only thing I can attest to is…well…with her friend, Barrett was it? Something seemed to be going on…I don’t understand…

(Ah-Tsing seems to be secretive.)

HIDDEN TEST: All evidence, recent and past, try to link with Ah-Tsing in interview.

(Will the team do this?)

Bean: We do know also that…well, you and Tifa left the restaurant here when we cleared Madoka. I’m afraid it does make you and Tifa look suspicious leaving just before the murder…

Ah-Tsing: (nervous) I was hoping you won’t say that. I knew that could implement me, but…well…all I can is that I had to go somewhere important…but I still can’t say, it’s something…secretive. Only Tifa knows where I went.

Bean: Why can’t you tell us?

Ah-Tsing: I’m sorry…I can’t. Anyway, Tifa and I separated...

(At that moment, Ah-Tsing clasps his mouth as Yamazaki immediately picks up on what he said.)

Yamazaki: So, to wherever you went, Tifa separated from you. When was this?

Ah-Tsing: Ah…Um…(sighs)…about 10 minutes before the murder…

(Big news. Bean and Yamazaki make a note of this.)

Bean: Will that be all?

Yamazaki: I think so. Thank you Ah-Tsing.

(Ah-Tsing doesn’t look so happy. Bean and Yamazaki head out of the door, but as they do…)

Bunnie: (bursting into the area) Tsing-honey!

Madoka: Bunnie? What’s wrong?

(Bunnie is about to speak, but then notices Bean and Yamazaki exiting.)

Bunnie: Dammit! 

(Bunnie runs off out as Bean and Yamazaki look confused…then begin chasing.)

Bunnie: BUNNIE BOMB!

(A smoke bomb left by Bunnie gives her enough time to exit and avoid being chased by the quick Yamazaki. Bean lagging behind, snaps his fingers.)

Bean: Lost her.

Yamazaki: What was that about?

Bean: Got me, but it’s probably important. Shall we go see Duo?

Yamazaki: Make a call to Seta-san.

*   *   *   *  

(After getting through to the LI, Seta calls the Chief. When certain inquiries are unsure from events, the LI is allowed to call the Chief. Sam recommends going to the scrap yard later at the night, to see if things mellow down. Bean and Yamazaki then head back.)

TEAM 2 (Anna, Misao, Videl)

(The three girls meanwhile have an interview with Hibiki Amawa, who has been convicted of the charge of statuary rape. Their line of inquiry is to learn what they can from him.)

Hibiki: I’m a teacher, but that’s why Mimi could easily have dirt on me…

Videl: But let’s face it, you have to be pretty slowed down if you let her take advantage of you, you could have stopped it…

Hibiki: I know I could have, I should have, I tried…

Anna: Did she do anything to you?

Hibiki: Wait a minute…I’m not sure…

HIDDEN TEST: Learn what could be used to clear Hibiki’s name. Also, of his profession – any other links to the crime?

Hibiki: Damn, it’s been a while…can’t remember?

Misao: Um…did something happen to you?

Hibiki: You know, I have no idea…I do remember Mimi…well I won’t divulge in young company…but…for the funniest reason is I can’t remember how it happened and why I couldn’t fight her off…

Anna: Drugged?

(Suddenly, Videl looks up in recognition)

Videl: Maybe…

Hibiki: I can’t remember…

Videl: We could do with looking at your medical records. We’ll see if we can get a licence to get out of the jail and get a detailed look at you. Unless, did you go to the hospital anytime after the murder?

Hibiki: (shakes his head) No, I was pretty much stranded. My trip to the funeral was the first time I had left the island in a fair bit.

Misao: We didn’t know you were a teacher…

Hibiki: Oh yes…I’m a gym kyoshi. But I haven’t done much of that ever since I was exiled over there…

Misao: Why were you exiled?

Hibiki: It’s kind of a misunderstanding, but the powers of Mimi’s family kinda made me done there. I think it was something Mimi promised, I could be back on the mainland living if everything came through. I guess that was a shot in the dark…

Anna: Misunderstanding? Did you teach Mimi?

Hibiki: Yes…she wasn’t good in sports, so…oh, and there was…(covers mouth)

Videl: What?

Anna: Sir, do you mean…Hotaru?

Hibiki: ….

(Hibiki is silent for a while, then stands up.)

Hibiki: There are some good detectives here. (sighs) Yes…I was the teacher of both Hotaru Tomoe and Mimi Tachikawa. I was hired as a teacher by Mimi’s parents when Hotaru and Mimi snuck away. They trusted me with them, not to divulge their secrets. But…

Videl: But?

Hibiki: …but unfortunately, someone got wind of us being together and sent a photograph to the papers. Think about it, two ‘daughters’ of two big families in this small town is bound to get scandal. Although Mimi and Hotaru seemed upset…I couldn’t do a thing. Mimi managed to still see me, and help with the mayoral election. Hotaru…I haven’t heard from since that day…

(Hibiki looks ready to cry.)

Anna: We need to get you to the hospital…

Videl: Right, I’ve done this before. Keep an eye on him Anna, and Misao, you have permission to transform if things get out of hand.

Anna/Misao: Right.

(Team 2 have got some real scoops here. First, they are unsure whether Hibiki was actually drugged perhaps during the intercourse and Mimi using it as blackmail. However, the big news is that Hibiki was both the teacher for Hotaru AND Mimi, and seemed to be the only person who knew about the relationship between the two young ladies, other that Hotaru and her family. This brings in questions about the photograph that was found in the gravesite. Also about the killer clue from the video. Is Hibiki telling the truth though about not leaving his island? After all…if his story checked out at the hospital, he had a major reason to kill Mimi.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1

(Kano and Kikuchi have been busy little beavers looking for flights to and from Rio de Janeiro. So far, they have been waiting on a couple of early ones back. Kikuchi has taken to check the planes coming in, and spotting people that could be references to the people of Macaba. He has a list of names he got from the people involved.)

(Kano has the hard task of looking through the names of people heading to Rio. She is hoping a name can strike gold.)

(The hidden test is one of endurance and patience.)

HIDDEN TEST: Find, wait and hope.

(The search continues.)

*   *   *   *

(Both teams have updated with Seta of their work. Team 2 are heading to the hospital to scope out Hibiki’s medical records and to watch doctors give him an x-ray and drug testing. Meanwhile, Team 1 are looking for anyone from Rio or to Rio that they could talk to, using their evidence and information.)

(Bean and Yamazaki have a late inquiry to head to as well, but for now, they are relaxing with Seta, hoping they got the job done.)

Bean: There is something fishy with those three. Tifa is missing, Bunnie flapped her ears when she saw us, and Tsing is being a bit too secretive for my taste.

Yamazaki: There is something more to this bracelet I think.

Seta: It feels like everything is slowly coming into place. We need to find the girl Tifa though. She seems to be the missing link, she doesn’t fit into the equation like the other two seem to do.

Bean: Hell fire. I can’t even tell if this is even a game now…

(Yamazaki nods as they relax, the three guys alone for the time being.)

*   *   *   *

12.05pm

(Just after midday, and Team 2 are now at the hospital, checking out Hibiki’s X-ray results and testing. However, a surprise is about to await them…)

Doctor: So, we’ve got the results, and it seems that your suspicions may be true. There is a weak sampling of dystromophe, a drug which slowly weakening the bodily system and prone to sleepiness and bursts of anger.

Videl: Bursts of anger?

Doctor: The X-rays show that his body is in fine physical shape, but that his blood was mixed in roughly a week ago with this drug. Considering his stature, it was probably the first time. I think the conclusion of someone drugging him is definitely feasible.

Videl: Is this warrant evidence for his release from jail though? If he couldn’t stop himself…

Doctor: I’m afraid that’s up to the police and not me. I say return him there and see what happens.

(Videl nods as the team are heading out…as Hibiki (in handcuffs) is also led out. But a reunion is about to change a few things…)

(Entering the hospital just as the team and Hibiki are leaving…is Michiru and Hotaru. Hotaru is entering just to check up after the fit she had (see last episode) but seeing Hibiki, she looks shocked. Michiru is as ice cool as normal.)

Hotaru: H-H-Hibiki-sensei?

Hibiki: H-Hotaru?

Hotaru: W-why? Why didn’t you ever tell me…only you could have…ONLY YOU COULD HAVE TAKEN IT! YOU KILLED MISS MIMI!!!!

Hibiki: Hotaru no! I didn’t…please…I never meant to hurt you, but that family, they sent me away, it wasn’t me who sent that photo, I swear!

(Hotaru runs away crying. Michiru looks back, gives Hibiki a stern look, and then leaves. The three girls, are unsure what to do.)

(In the end, Anna heads outside to talk to Michiru and Hotaru whilst Videl and Misao handle Hibiki.)

Videl: So, they think it was you who sent that photo.

Hibiki: I haven’t seen or heard from Hotaru since then…it’s no wonder she thinks like that…I guess…I am a horrible person.

(Outside…)

Anna: Hotaru, it’s O.K…

Michiru: Miss Reispegi…how come he’s here?

Anna: I’m sorry, I can’t divulge this information to you. But it is relevant to the case.

Michiru: I see.

Anna: I’m sorry that had to come about, but do you mind if I ask…

Michiru: Of course. You may or may not that there was the photograph linking the families…well, there are other pictures as well that seemed to suggest a more…intimate nature between Hotaru…and her.

Anna: Her? You mean Mimi?

Michiru: (whispers) I don’t want Hotaru to hear it though. We felt that the person who took those and sold them was Hibiki. He was the only person that we felt could have taken them because he was their tutor. And with the relationship between myself and Haruka, they have assumed all the wrong things with Hotaru…and I want her protected…

Anna: (whispers) O.K…

(The doors open as Hotaru squeals. Anna and Michiru quickly get out of sight and hide Hotaru. Videl and Misao along with two guards are now with Hibiki who seems ready to go back to jail.)

Hotaru: Do I have to go in there now…

Michiru: It’s O.K sweetie. He’s gone now.

(Anna heads off to join them, as Hotaru seems to cling onto her adoptive mother. Michiru gives a final look to Hibiki before heading into the hospital…)

*   *   *   *

Kano: Good job I’m NOT my older sis…

1.56pm

(Patience is wearing a bit thin, but at last, the team have held out long enough for their effort to be rewarded.)

Kikuchi: It’s O.K, the plane was on time.

???????: Time? That’s my alley.

(Kano jumps back as Kikuchi already knowing who it was from his records, nods.)

Kikuchi: Miss Setsuna I presume?

(The woman is in fact Setsuna Mei'oh, a.k.a. Sailor Pluto. She seems to be the person the K n K alliance was looking for.)

Setsuna: I’m sorry, but I got a pager that two investigators were looking for me. I didn’t even know what was going on.

Kikuchi: No…but we realised by looking through the records, you are actually a surrogate mother for Hotaru Tomoe. We didn’t realise it until it was nearly too late.

Setsuna: I see you’ve done your homework.

Kano: But aren’t we…

Kikuchi: She should be coming any time soon.

???????: HO! HO! HO!

(A flash of a rose petal flies by as Kikuchi casually sides of the way of a black rose thrown. Kano is pretty freaked but Setsuna is calm.)

Setsuna: So, she came along as well?

Kano: You know her?

Setsuna: Hardly, but she was doing a botany research project in Rio where I was. It was hard not to miss her considering her…loudness.

Kodachi: Well, so the name of Kodachi Kuno, the rising young star of St. Hebebeke High School for Girls in gymnastics is well known around the world!

(Ranma 1/2’s Kodachi Kuno makes her usual entrance as the investigators have another nut to deal with…)

Kikuchi: Actually, we need to talk to both of you. It seems you have connections with people we need to know about.

Setsuna: This is short notice, what is it about?

Kikuchi: Trust me…we do need your help.

Kodachi: The Black Rose doesn’t yield…

Kikuchi: (holds his id) The badge does. You can’t do what you want here…

Kodachi: You can’t…

(Setsuna’s eyes glow slightly and suddenly Kodachi’s persona seems to dampen slightly.)

Kodachi: Fine…but only for a while.

Kano: Neat trick, can you teach me?

*   *   *   *

(In a café outside of the airport, Kano is talking with Setsuna, whilst Kikuchi (wary for Kano’s safety?) takes on Kodachi.)

Kano: So, you were the person who helped out Michiru get the adoption of Hotaru, am I correct?

Setsuna: Yes. I am an old acquaintance of Haruka and Michiru, we go a long way back, ever since Professor Tomoe was at Jonan University. We’ve been friends for quite a while now.

Kano: I see…so what was you doing in Rio?

Setsuna: It was just part of my regime. Protection of the states and the keeper of time, with the power focused here in Brazil, maybe because of the statue of the Christ here, I have a constant need of staying there.

Kano: Really? That’s cool!

Setsuna: (smiles) You remind me of another young sprite young one.

Kano: O.K, enough stargazing…do you know what has happened here in Macaba?

Setsuna: (sighs) Unfortunately yes. Haruka informed me not long after what happened. My feelings for Mimi were indifferent at best, but I knew about her and Hotaru.

Kano: (suspicious) Really?

Setsuna: There weren’t many people that Michiru trusts, but I’m one of them. And with things going as they are now, things can only get worse for my family. 

Kano: Family?

Setsuna: I always refer to the three as family. Hotaru calls me and Michiru ‘mama’ and Haruka ‘papa.’ (smiles) It kind of irks Haruka occasionally, but hey…

(Kano chuckles a bit whilst writing notes. Meanwhile, Kikuchi finally manages to get some sense out of Kodachi, the Black Rose.)

Kikuchi: Let’s go through all this again. You were in Rio doing a botany experiment for Akiko?

Kodachi: Oh yes! Lady Akiko is the only one strong enough to recognise the talents of the Black Rose! She asked me to do a full round service of the whole major area, and take samples of plants or her own knowledgeable use.

Kikuchi: So…how do you know her in Macaba?

Kodachi: Oh, I’ve been here and around. I’ve seen those silly swords people a few times. There’s that gun-totting maniac…

Kikuchi: (under his breath) Takes one to know one…

Kodachi: …and those people they call ‘martial artists’ at the dojo. Oh, they are nothing on Ranma-sama! Speaking of which, I bet he misses me so! I’d best hurry and go to Lady Akiko and give her the information she desires!

(Before Kikuchi can stop her, Kodachi whisks herself away in a flurry of black rose petals. Even Setsuna is a little taken aback by that as she stands up as she and Kano have seemingly finished.)

Setsuna: Knows how to make an entrance.

Kano: I’ll say…

Setsuna: Anyway, thanks for your time. I hope I was of some help.

Kano: Not a problem miss, thank you very much and sorry to have trouble you when you’ve only just set foot on land.

Setsuna: That’s quite all right.

(Setsuna leaves as Kano and Kikuchi head back themselves. It’s been a long day…)

*   *   *   *

3.00pm

(Back at HQ, the entire team gathers to discuss their findings, and what the latest evidence could mean.)

Videl: It seems all the photos in the newspapers and even the clues were taken by someone that wants people to know about Hotaru and Mimi, and at least the relationship between her father and the Tachikawas.

Yamazaki: We have to wonder though, if the person who took these pictures then and the killer are the same person.

Videl: Well…Hotaru seemed to think so. Hibiki has pretty much put himself on the high suspect list.

Kikuchi: Well…here’s a theory we might not have considered. WHO ELSE could have taken the photos?

Videl: No-one I believe so far, no-one else knew…

Kikuchi: There is one other person, staring us in the face.

Anna: Who?

Kano: He means Michiru.

Misao: Because you said that Setsuna, their friend, also knew of their friendship. And Michiru surely had to know.

Bean: But we never considered her because of her nature, and surely she wouldn’t do it to her ‘daughter’. But if Setsuna knows, then Michiru could have send her to do her dirty work…

Seta: Hard to believe, but Michiru seems to have slowly grabbed our list of suspects and moved higher…

(The team, all discussing the case, is a rare sight after the mayhem of the last week or so. Is this the beginning of some true teamwork?)

*   *   *   *

5.00pm – SCRAPYARD

(5.30 and Bean and Yamazaki head off to see if they can talk to Bunnie after seeing her this morning at 8th Heaven. She seemed eager to talk to Tsing, but when she saw investigators, she left in a hurry, even using a smoke bomb to escape. Now, Team 3 will se if they get a chance to talk to her…)

Bean: Excuse me?

Yamazaki: Miss Rabbot? Mr. Maxwell?

(Shot as Duo exits a hut, with some oil on his hands. He sees the investigators and shrugs.)  

Duo: Oh, you guys. You with…(recognises Yamazaki)…yeah, I know you. So, what do you want?

Yamazaki: We need to speak to Bunnie. It’s kinda urgent.

Duo: Well, she doesn’t want to talk to you.

Bean: Unfortunately, you are saying that, not her, so we need to speak to her. It’s important.

Bunnie: (from a cabin) What’s the ruckus out there sugar?

Yamazaki: Miss Rabbot?

(Silence. Then Bunnie slowly looks out…)

Bunnie: Dammit…

Bean: Well, it’s obvious you’re not pleased to see us, but we need to talk to you about what happened this morning…

Bunnie: I don’t wanna talk to you.

(However, Bean and Yamazaki if nothing else, are quite persistent.)

Yamazaki: If it’s important to the case, then we need to hear from you.

Bean: We saw you heading towards 8th Heaven and you seemed like to had to say or do something, so please…

Bunnie: You’ve got doe eyes and bunny ears, sugar. See all, hear all, you got it y’all? (sighs) O.K…I won’t tell you anything now…but tomorrow…the dojo.

Yamazaki: Huh?

Bunnie: Yuri-hun is organising a martial arts tournament. I’ll be there and a few others. If SHE comes, then nothing to worry. If she doesn’t…then I’ll help you.

Bean: Is that as good as we’re getting from you?

Bunnie: I’m afraid so sugar. 

Yamazaki: That will be fine. (makes a note) We’ll be seeing you then.

Bunnie: Fine.

(Bean and Yamazaki say their goodbyes, but as they head to the van, they see Bulleta coming over on a scooter…)

Bean: Huh?

Bulleta: Huh?

Yamazaki: Miss Bulleta…

Bulleta: Geez…you know how my life has been since the papers saw me a suspect? I finally get out of my place without blasted paparazzi and now I meet with you guys. All I wanted to do was fix my gun…besides, I need to double check that knife-thrower…

Yamazaki: The knife thrower?

Bulleta: Yeah, Bunnie said that it’s been stuck for a while…

Bean: Bulleta, do you mind if we come back with you…I’ve just thought of something…

Bulleta: I guess…but why?

*   *   *   *

HQ

6.20pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(Bean and Yamazaki join the evening conference to discuss their findings at the scrap yard.)

Bean: If she hadn’t come along, I would have never thought of getting the weapon and using it as inquiry. Bunnie protested, but as it was originally Bulleta’s, she let me bring it as a piece of evidence.

Yamazaki: And hopefully we can see if this was the murder weapon or it’s the screwdriver.

Seta: It could still be something else…though I doubt it.

Yamazaki: Bulleta isn’t happy with us after the papers seem to target her as the number one suspect. We need to find out what that bounty was about that Excel was on about.

Bean: Tomorrow, we meet up with Bunnie and a few other suspects. Martial arts tournament, should be some things going on there…

Seta: We’ve already discussed Team 1 learning about Kodachi having a link with Akiko, though how that could relate to the murder inquiry, we need to talk to her about things. Also, we know of Michiru and Hibiki now possibly being the only people we know capable of the photograph…unless someone else close to Hotaru knew about it…

Kano: Andy perhaps? Yuri? Hayama?

Kikuchi: We don’t know for sure.

(The information the teams have collected has been interesting.)

At the airport, Team 1 find Setsuna Mei’oh and Kodachi Kuno coming from Rio to the Macaba line. There are links with Michiru and Akiko there, does this push them to the top of the suspect line? Speaking of Michiru, there now seems to be a Michiru/Hibiki link with Hibiki being the tutor of Hotaru as well as Mimi. Is Hibiki the photographer? And if so, does that make him the killer? Ah-Tsing is still being secretive. Also, Bunnie was about to talk to him before investigators got in the way. Now, she will meet them at a martial arts tournament at the Sakizaki Dojo, where a lot of potential suspects are there. A chance not to miss? 

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

(The Chief enters for the final conference of the day. It’s been mostly a good eye by all accounts…although they don’t know if they’ve passed their lines of inquiry or not until tomorrow night. The Chief greets them.)

Sam: Good evening.

All: Evening chief.

Sam: Today, at least, we have no problems with the body count. Instead, we’ve got a lot of shady suspects moving about and trying hard to avoid the question unless they have to. Thus were today’s inquiries. Let’s see what we all found out. Team 1, you may start. Kano, Kikuchi. You had to visit the airport where we thought the killer clue, a map of Rio de Janeiro, may be important. What did you find out there?

Kikuchi: It was quite a bit of a search and we had to get through 3 hours before we could interview the two people we found which could have had a link. We used records from the airport’s computers and found out that there were links to Michiru and Akiko through two people, Setsuna Mei’oh and Kodachi Kuno.

Sam: Right. What did you find out from them?

Kano: We learned that  whilst Setsuna knew what happened because of Haruka informing her, Kodachi didn’t seem to realise what actually had happened in Macaba recently, so we had to try and learn their links because of the killer clue. We learnt from Setsuna was along with Haruka and suspect Michiru, the third member of the party that helped get the adoption papers in their favour rather than the Tachikawas in that fateful accident.

Kikuchi: Kodachi seems to be on the Excel scale of madness, but she does seem to know some people here, though she says she was on a trip to help ‘Lady Akiko’ in a botany experiment. 

Sam: We need to be careful, because if the killer clue is linking either of these two people, it could be vital information.

Kikuchi: Kodachi also said she had been around here, and knew the ‘swordsmen’ and the ‘dojo’ people, though I’m not sure by name. She seemed rather ignorant of them, which was surprising of them, unless she’s hiding something.

Sam: Interesting thoughts. Now then, Team 2. Girls, you had to interview a now released on circumstantial evidence Hibiki Amawa at the local jail. What did you find out?

Videl: Mr. Amawa was very forthcoming about our questions, especially when it related to his work as a teacher. We also asked about the incident again, and he now seemed to diverge some new information, and we found out the possibility that he might have actually been drugged by Mimi, for her to actually ‘rape’ him rather than the other way round as it was assumed.

Sam: That is big. Do you have any evidence on this?

Videl: We followed up this with a trip to the hospital to see if his body checked any usage of drugs in the last two weeks or so, and it turns out there was. This evidence may be through other means, but at the moment, it does seem that he is telling the truth.

Sam: Back to Hibiki. Was there anything else you’d like to say?

Anna: We learned that Hibiki was also the teacher of Hotaru Tomoe as well as Mimi Tachikawa, giving us a link to the pictures of the two together, and knowing that someone else knew about the Tomoe/Tachikawa link. 

Sam: The pictures in the newspapers, we don’t know who took them was brought by an anonymous source…who could it be?

Misao: The killer perhaps?

Sam: Perhaps. Misao, you have anything to add?

Misao: At the hospital, we met up with Michiru and Hotaru, and Hotaru seemed very accusing of Hibiki, almost even thinking that he killed Mimi. 

Sam: Ah. Hotaru is now seemingly becoming a focal point in the lines of enquiries, but let’s not get carried away. Don’t forget, there is someone else who could have told her this.

Misao: Michiru.

Sam: Exactly. (pauses) Team 3 – Bean, Yamazaki. You had a different sort of inquiry. We needed to find where Tifa was, so you had to interview Ah-Tsing, plus find out any other information you could. What did you find?

Yamazaki: We discovered more on Ah Tsing and the bracelet, that Mimi got it from him as a way of blackmail by threatening that he was having an affair with Miss Tachikawa. However, he seemed to be extremely secretive. When we confronted him about him and Tifa leaving together…he didn’t want to say anything to us, maybe with Madoka around.

Sam: How suspicious is that?

Bean: Very. I’ve suspected maybe he and Tifa were actually…well…you know…

Sam: (smiles) Know what Bean?

Bean: Geez…do I have to say it in front of a 10 year old girl and 11 year old boy?

Sam: I think I get the idea. Maybe those two…having an affair?

Bean: That works.

Sam: Interesting idea. What about the evidence we found recently? The wedding invitations? Did you ask about the invites?

(Suddenly, Bean and Yamazaki are quiet. They forgot about this…)

Bean: No…we forgot.

Sam: You forgot.

Yamazaki: Sorry sir.

Sam: Sorry doesn’t cut it here Yamazaki. That was important…the invites could have had a list of people who Tsing invited, and we could have eliminated half of the remaining suspects if he did have one, because we know whoever killed Excel and Mimi had an invite to the wedding. (sighs) I guess it can’t all work out. 

(Bean and Yamazaki look disappointed.)

Sam: Let’s move on. After you left, you also had a visit from Bunnie, but she ran off afterwards. But later today, you caught up with her at the scrap yard, what did you find out there?

Bean: Well…we learned that Bunnie is going to a tournament tomorrow, a martial arts tournament, and she says about if SHE doesn’t come…maybe Tifa…she will help us with something. 

Yamazaki: Also, Bulleta came by asking about the knife thrower…and we managed to take it in as a possible murder weapon, know we officially can do so because Bulleta identified it.

Sam: Yes, that’s right. We’ll have the results of it soon.

(The team nods)

Sam: Listen, a murder enquiry is 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week. It’s hard work…but you are past the first hurdle. Let’s see if you can make it to the end. 

(Sam leaves the team to contemplate everything that has happened. It’s been another long day on the Macaba Murder case…)

*   *   *   *

DAY 10 – 6.00AM

(The investigators are mostly asleep still…but this day, there are getting a rude awakening.)

(Shot of the only two people up…Kikuchi downstairs, reading a book in the kitchen, and upstairs, only just getting out of bed, Anna, being careful not to disturb her two teammates, heads to the bathroom.)

(Unfortunately…something else disturbs them.)

*BANG*

Kikuchi: Huh, what was that?

*BANG*

Anna: W-what the…

(Soon, a few more sleeping eyes rise, as Videl, Kano and Seta all join Anna and head downstairs, with just Bean, Yamazaki and Misao still upstairs. When they get to the front porch, they get a not very pleasant sight on the glass windows.)

Kano: (yawns) Here we go…

(It’s THE KILLER. Posted on the two glass doors covered in blood, is the trademark ‘COMING OUT TO PLAY’ message associated with the killer’s game. Posted on the glass are two new locations for the killer’s game to be played later today, one at the ‘ABANDONED WAKE’ and the other at ‘DEAD SEA SWIMMING POOL’. Two investigators will head out to one of these locations. At one will be a clue, the other…the killer.)

(By now, the stragglers have got up and are helping or whatnot in collecting the ‘evidence’ from the walls. Things have just got more bloody…literally.)

(Shot of Kikuchi and Anna carefully posting the pictures into a bag, as Misao takes fingerprints and Seta assists. Bean and Yamazaki however, head back to the kitchen as Videl and Kano go out to scout the area.)

(And it’s only 3 minutes past 6 in the morning…)

*   *   *   *

9.00am

(Check out Inside HQ for the scope of what the reaction was after the less than pleasant scene this morning. In the mean time, Mr. Lockhart has the next line of inquiries…but first, some news.)

Sam: Good morning…

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: I heard you had a nice wake up call this morning.

Kikuchi: I would certainly disagree with the ‘nice’ part.

Sam: I bet you do. Anyway, the killer has dropped off his or her calling card, i.e. the murder game locations. Now, the death of Mimi has just got interesting, because we have tests on the knife thrower…and the interesting thing is…it hasn’t been fired in about a month.

(Some of the team note this.)

Sam: This means that this can’t be the murder weapon. This leads us to the conclusion that the screwdriver we found is the weapon. The driver belongs to Duo Maxwell…but he claims that a 5mm has gone missing, not a 3mm one…despite the fact that the screwdriver does belong to him. We need to talk to Duo. That will be Team 1’s job.

(Kano smiles brightly as Kikuchi groans as Duo has claimed yet another fangirl…^_^…)

Sam: You need to interview Duo, confront him with the evidence, and get the true side of the story from him. We know that Bunnie will be out at the dojo for the martial arts tournament which begins at 10.30am, which will be Team 3’s job. You need to observe everyone. Remember, Jessie said that the killer attacked Mimi before stabbing them, so maybe the person who attacked Mimi was a martial artist? Plenty of potential suspects to look at there.

(Bean and Yamazaki nod)

Sam: That leaves us with Team 2. You have a special job to do. It’s very difficult so I want you to pay attention. I want you to spy on Akiko Natsume.

Videl: Spy?

Sam: Yes. This is different from the spy mission on Bunnie as you will be working individually. One of you will interview here, another will listen in when that person leaves. The third…will be going through the house, searching…and don’t get caught. This is difficult, but necessary, as we need to get in the house and make sure she doesn’t know that another person has got in and looked through. Akiko has refused search warrants in the past, and this is the only way we feel we need to get through, as she seems to be hiding something, especially with Kodachi and Bulleta close colleagues of hers.

(The third girls are looking a bit confused and nervous.)

Sam: Later, we’ll hook you up with what you need. You need to decide who will be the interviewer, who will be the listener and who will be the searcher. For now…suspect everyone…trust no-one. And this, my friends, is where you should have your cake and eat it. Off you go.

TEAM 1 – Kano/Kikuchi – Talk to Duo Maxwell, confront him of the evidence of the murder weapon.

TEAM 2 – Anna/Misao/Videl – Search out Akiko Natsume. One person will interview/distract, another will listen, and one will search. DON’T GET CAUGHT.

TEAM 3 – Bean/Yamazaki – Locate people at tournament. See what Bunnie was on about yesterday.

*   *   *   *

(Teams 1 and 3 head out at around 10.30am whilst Team 2 stays behind, and gets ready for search surveillance training.)

11.00am

(Team 1 arrive first, as Kano and Kikuchi prepare for a shot at Duo Maxwell. Duo may not be one of the original suspects, but he is working with a suspect, and as he has lied to investigators, they need to confront him. Bunnie has gone to the martial arts tournament where Team 3 is investigating. This will be important as they need to follow up on the information about the weapon, which is pretty much confirmed.)

Duo: Huh…again?

Kano: Different people Mr. Maxwell…don’t worry, we won’t bite!

(Duo relaxes a bit when Kano appears, but he’s still on edge.)

Duo: New investigators then. So what can I do for you? Bunnie’s out…

Kikuchi: Don’t worry, we know that Mr. Maxwell. We needed to speak to you anyway. Oh, we’ve not met have we. I’m DI Kikuchi. I believe you know DI Miyazawa with me.

Duo: Yes, we’ve met. This thing has gone on a week and a bit now, you haven’t found the killer…

Kikuchi: Actually, we need to talk to you about that, as we believe we’ve found some evidence which you may need to help us with.

Duo: Oh…O.K.

(The two K’s enter a cabin, where they need to take this work seriously…as it could have proof that they need towards the murder weapon…)

TEAM 3

(Meanwhile, Bean and Yamazaki have parked outside the dojo, where a crowd of people have centred around. None of them are of any significance though, with the exception of Setsuna Mei’oh and Hotaru Tomoe, watching everything with a keen eye.)

Bean: Lots of violence eh? Seems my kind of inquiry…

Yamazaki: Well, we need to make up for the mistake we made.

(Both guys are a bit worried that they forgetting to mention the wedding list to Ah Tsing could be enough to make them fail, so they need to get everything right on this line of inquiry.)

(At the opening, they can see suspect Andy Bogard, seemingly fit and able, warming up with a punching bag. Akito Hayama is also looking on, but turns away from eye contact from the investigators.)

(Yuri Sakizaki then goes up to a podium and speaks.)

Yuri: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for waiting. The brackets have now decided, so let’s see who is facing who!

(Bean takes an interest as Yuri makes the announcements. Just for my own martial arts pleasure, here they are.)

WEST SEED

Akito Hayama vs. Kodachi Kuno

Tifa Lockhart vs. Michiru Kai’oh

Bunnie Rabbot vs. Madoka Ayukawa

Andy Bogard vs. Nuriko

EAST SEED

William F. Guile vs. Yuri Sakizaki

Ling Xiayou vs. Haomaru

Ryudo vs. Bulleta

Haruka Ten’ oh vs. Nuku Nuku

*   *   *   *

Haruka: I’ve got to fight the robot?

Nuku Nuku: Don’t worry, I’m only on warrior mode, so don’t worry!

Haruka: Great…

(Bean and Yamazaki are taking notes of the newer people, particular Ling Xiayou, who is in a phoenix stance, and seems to be talking with Madoka and Bunnie…)

Yamazaki: I think this needs patience.

(Bunnie looks over at them….)

Bunnie: Damn…

(Bean now realises that Tifa isn’t here…and Guile is keeping wide away from the team.)

Bean: This could be difficult…

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 

(Elsewhere…)

Videl: This is going to be fun!

Misao/Anna: Easy for you to say!

(Shot of the three heading towards Natsume mansion. They have been given a map of the mansion thanks to their helper…)

Misao: I’m still surprised you helped us mister…

(The helper is actually Akiko’s estranged husband Kusaku, who has claimed about the e-mail interference being his, though that doesn’t mean Akiko is innocent by a long shot.)

Kusaku: That’s O.K. (looks at Misao) Ryo would like you…Yoshimi would be jealous…

(Misao gets embarrassed…but not as much as Anna…who seems to have got the short straw…)

Anna: So why am I like this again?

(Shot of Anna, who has what appears to be a stealth suit on a la Solid Snake. She is obviously quite uncomfortable.)

Kusaku: It’s my piece of genius! You can get in there and meld with the walls and stuff, enabling you to sneak into her place easily. Unfortunately, you can still be seen in the open so be careful…besides, I want to find the dirt of Akiko as much as you do!!!

Misao: So, you’ll be coming with me?

Kusaku: If that doesn’t distract her, I don’t know what will.

(What will happen is Misao will be doing the interview, Videl will be doing the listening and Anna will be doing the searching. Kusaku has marked out various places where Anna can enter the mansion without being spotted. But first, they need to get by clearance…)

Guard: Halt! Who goes…

Kusaku: Yoo hoo! I’m here!

Guard: Oh, it’s you…(notices the investigators)…and you’ve got friends as well. 

Kusaku: Well, I heard that Nuku was off playing so I felt that I should see how the battleaxe is doing!

Guard: Don’t say that to Lady Akiko…but as you have investigators with you, I guess we’d better let you in.

(The van goes in…as the most difficult challenge the girls have faced comes to fruition. Can they handle it?)  

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – KANO/KIKUCHI – DUO’S SCRAPYARD

Duo: So what do you want to ask me about?

Kikuchi: What we are about to say is important, so please listen.

Duo: Of course.

HIDDEN TEST – Confront Duo with evidence in the correct way

(Kano shows a box. It has the remains of the broken screwdriver found at the railway station.)

Kano: Do you recognise this sir?

(Duo’s eyes widen)

Duo: Yes…it’s one of my screwdrivers…or was by the looks of things…

Kikuchi: Is this the 5mm one you said to Kano the day she interviewed you? Or is it another one…

Duo: Well…it’s definitely mine…

Kikuchi: We need to know who had access to this item, as it could be a vital clue.

Duo: (a bit nervous) Well…

Kikuchi: Sir?

Duo: (sighs) All right…it’s my 3mm one…not a 5mm one. I lied.

Kano: Lied?

Duo: I lied because when I found it was missing and learnt about the murder, I was afraid it could…well…

Kikuchi: We didn’t say that sir.

Duo: I know…

Kano: Please…we need to know…

(Kano’s puppy dog trick seems to work like a charm as Duo tries to resist…but it’s futile. Gotta love the anime girl tricks…^_^)

Duo: Well…on the day before the murder…I was here, but I headed to the dojo to help fix Bunnie’s arm…and then I headed towards Michiru’s mansion afterwards. The day of the murder, I did go to 8th heaven…but a couple of days later, you came, and you told me you found a screwdriver at the train tracks…and I lied to see if I could fool you, the length was the easiest way to try…obviously not good enough…anyway, at the time, I came back and Link was here. That’s about it.

Kano: Why did you lie to us then?

(Duo is silent for a moment, then answers.)

Duo: I felt…if I did…the thoughts I had in my head…about Bunnie possibly…you know…it would keep her away from that. She’s had a hard life investigators, being half robot, from a world where war is constant…she’s always worried and nervous, yet always cheerful. I was afraid what would happen if she…snapped…

Kikuchi: I see.

Duo: Anyway…my only shred of hope is that if what you say it true…then someone else could have stolen it…

Kano: We hope you’re right.

(Duo nods as the team say their goodbyes (Duo with some promises probably not to keep with Kano…^_^)

(Did they do it right?)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3

(Whilst this has gone on, Bean and Yamazaki have been waiting patiently. They have a hidden test as well.)

HIDDEN TEST: Realise who is missing and link with Bunnie’s conversation from yesterday.

(A few cameras seem to be there as well. Bulleta is very careful to be avoided by cameras and occasionally glaring at the investigators (whether they notice or not). In the first two rounds of the tournament, highlights…)

AKITO/KODACHI – The match is a fairly long one, with Kodachi’s agility using her ribbon amazing to the two investigators and to members of the crowd, but Hayama’s coolness and karate skills seems to know where to hit. The fact that he isn’t merciful to women also gives Bean and Yamazaki consideration about him as a suspect. In the end, Hayama wins by ring-out by countering a ribbon swing and throwing her outside the plate.

(At this point, Bunnie tells them that she doesn’t see Tifa and may…because of this Michiru is given an automatic bye. She seems fine and cool as always.)

(Yamazaki then is talking to Madoka before her fight…)

Madoka: She’s not back yet…and Tsing is alone at the 8th Heaven…

Yamazaki: Right…after your fight, can you ask Bunnie to meet us please…

Madoka: Sure.

(The fight is pretty short, as Bunnie’s superior strength makes up for her lack of reach. Madoka’s spin kicks give the crowd something to look at (for more reasons than one) but Bunnie wins after 3 knockdowns. As soon as they bow, Madoka talks as Bunnie notices Bean asking them…but Yamazaki get an idea.)

Yamazaki: So, I stay here and watch them? 

Bean: Sure. I’ll pick you up. Bunnie?

Bunnie: Well…I guess you’re right. We need to find her. 

Bean: We know Tsing’s still at 8th Heaven…

Bunnie: Good enough sugar, let’s rock ‘n’ roll…

(Bunnie and Bean head out to 8th Heaven to find Tsing to try and locate Tifa. Meanwhile, Yamazaki keeps an eye out on the other matches and gets ready to make notes…)

*   *   *   *

AKIKO’S MISHIMA HQ

Akiko: Damn you Kusaku, why are you here?

(Shot of Misao and Kusaku heading in to the mansion, Videl and Anna watching them ‘interact’. As soon as they get in, Videl gets back in and using the microphone she has, she has it attached, and hopes that Misao can plant the bug she was given. Fortunately, with Kusaku, they have someone who can help.)

(Anna in the meanwhile, is watching the guards and waiting for the right moment. She’s been studying the map and using the stealth suit to see what happens.)

(Inside the house, Misao and Kusaku get the ‘interview’ started.)

Misao: We are sorry but we needed to bring Kusaku-san here to confirm the story he told us.

Kusaku: What have you been meddling with this time Akiko?

Akiko: I haven’t done anything!

Kusaku: Oh come on, you're always doing something!

Misao: Um…is this an interview or a marriage squabble?

Akiko: Look, listen, whatever you are implying is wrong…

Kusaku: How do I know that?

Akiko: BECAUSE I…

(They both turn and see Misao, stern face, and a magical harisen in her hand. The two sweatdrop and quickly shut up before Misao can unleash Misa hell…)

Videl: (chuckling inside the fan hearing the conversation) Misao, that game made you evil…

(Anna sees the guards on the left make a turn to the side and the original guard turning his back. Now.)

(Anna jumps from the van and rolls to the ground, stealth suit activated. The original guard seems confused, thinking he heard something, but Anna is on the grass in camouflage green, inconspicuous. The guard shrugs and returns to his duties.)

(Anna carefully makes her way to the east side of the building, and sees two more guards in the area. According to the map, there is an open window to the kitchen here where maids prepare the meals for Lady Akiko and her grandfather. Anna stays on the grass and silently shuffles on the ground.)

(The hidden test is obviously a three part job.)

HIDDEN TEST: Misao – plant bug without being spotted. Videl – listen after interview is over. Anna – find big visual evidence in house WITHOUT getting caught.

(This is probably the toughest hidden test of the game so far. Can the three girls manage to work together and complete it?)

*   *   *   *

8th Heaven

Bunnie: Tsing, you here?

(Bean and Bunnie have arrived. Unfortunately, the place is closed. Luckily, Bunnie’s hook turns into a spare key given to her by either Tifa or Tsing and she unlocks the door. Inside however, is a dark room. Bunnie turns on a light.)

Bunnie: Tsing-honey?

Bean: Tsing, it’s Bean Bandit of the investigators! If you can hear me…

Bunnie: Look!

(Shot of where Bunnie is pointing. There is a letter under an empty Chinese wine bottle. Bunnie quickly snatches it up, and it reads as follows…)

Bunnie, I’m sure you are looking for me. Well, too late. You told me last night where Tifa was and I’m heading there. I’m going to make sure she doesn’t do anything stupid…I’ll be O.K…

Ah-Tsing.

(Bunnie crumples up the letter.)

Bunnie: Dammit! If Tifa is as messed up as she was last night…

Bean: You know where she is?

Bunnie: Dammit…guess the rabbit is out of the hutch eh sugar? Yeah…Tifa ran off after you, and that glasses guy with that pretty girl were after her, and has been hiding out in an old warehouse last night. She was feeling depressed learning of her friends’ problems in her old rebel group…but also about the way the investigation is going…

Bean: Less talking, more running. Or driving in this case…

Bunnie: Why?

Bean: Because this could be dangerous…come on!

(Bean and Bunnie head out to an abandoned warehouse where Tifa Lockhart is at the moment, awaiting Ah-Tsing, who has just entered there…)

*   *   *   *

MARTIAL ARTS TOURNAMENT

Yamazaki: So you O.K being here Miss Tomoe?

Hotaru: (smiles) It’s O.K now. I’m here cheering for mama and papa…

(Setsuna giggles)

Hotaru: …and big brother Andy and sis Yuri!

Yamazaki: Well, all of them are doing well.

(End of brackets – RESULTS.)

Andy Bogard vs. Nuriko: Nuriko’s superhuman strength is good, but he isn’t prepared for the aerial ki kicks of Andy. Nuriko lasts a while, but eventually is forced back into defending and gets knocked out of the ring. Andy’s skill with his punches and kicks were quick and hard, but relied more on his ki attacks.

William F. Guile vs. Yuri Sakizaki: Guile seemed distracted, not good strategy against a skilled fighter like Yuri. Guile’s superior strength seemed to have the way to win, but a mistimed slip made Yuri did two vicious looking spiral uppercuts (The Shoupper) before a one handed ki-blast got the first knock-out of the match. Both fighters looked skilled using basic attacks.

Ling Xiayou vs. Haomaru: Yamazaki is pretty impressed with the beauty that is Ling Xiayou. Elegant and graceful, Yamazaki is ready to interview her before the last fight as Haomaru is easily beaten by graceful attacks to the stomach and back of his thick skull.

(During the Ryudo/Bulleta fight, Ling gets talked to…and Yamazaki finds out her link with the suspects…or one in particular.)

Yamazaki: So, you’re a friend of Ah-Tsing’s then?

Ling: Yes…I helped him get here, and help with his engagement to Meirii. That is…until the unpleasantness of the whole Mimi thing happened…

Yamazaki: So what do you do here?

Ling: Oh, I run an amusement park off circle here. Tsing visits a lot…he finds it to be quite unusual…I guess from his time…oh, me and Nuriko get along as well…

Yamazaki: Chinese collusion huh? Should invite you to see some of my friends…

Ling: Well, anyway, feel free to visit! (stops and thinks) Oh, have you spoke to Tsing yet?

Yamazaki: Yeah…I think Bean is speaking to him now.

Ling: That big guy? Well, he should be careful…I taught Tsing a few moves, and the poor guy is so out of it at the moment with that bracelet gone…

Yamazaki: Really…O.K, thanks Miss Xiayou…

(She leaves, just to see Bulleta knock out Ryudo on the outside of the ring. Yamazaki is a bit concerned what could happen now…)

*   *   *   *

(Back at Akiko’s, Misao has got part one done. As they were sitting on the dining room table, she slips the bug underneath the table, and hopes that Akiko will be still around.)

Kusaku: Well, it looks like we’d better settle this. So Miss Akiko, you went to Akkie’s then?

Akiko: I believe that’s what I’ve said in the past, and I’ll say it to you now.

Misao: It’s O.K…I don’t think we need to press too much…

(As they are talking, Anna has now taken a different route. Figuring it’s too much to risk going into the kitchen, she now takes an easier route…as a guard slips inside a quarters, Anna slips in without them noticing. The guard seems to turn, confused, but figures it was the wind and turns back to duty.)

(Anna is now what seems to be a hall like area. She adjusts the stealth suit across the walls and sneaks by, not making any noise. Realising most of the people are d/stairs, she goes upstairs.)

(At this time, Misao and Kusaku have exited. As soon as they have, Akiko gets on a walkie-talkie.)

Akiko: Cover all bases, we can’t let anyone know about…they’re getting closer. Try and get them out of here and double security…

Arisa/Kyoko: Yes madam!

(Videl hears this and grits her teeth.)

Akiko: And if they know what has happened to that damn Eimi…if only we knew where she went…who the hell bought her anyway?

Videl: (to herself) Eimi? (pauses) So there is something weird about that place…get out of there Anna quickly…

(Upstairs, Anna hears a ruckus and crouches in a dark spot in a gym room. Guards and other staff rush by as Anna looks around. She then sees another room…one that looks like a children’s room, maybe to Akiko’s estranged son Ryonusuke.)

Misao: Anything happen?

Videl: She’s hiding something. As soon as she left, she panicked. And Anna is still there…get out of there…

(Misao prays…)

*   *   *   *

(Note: I will now alternate between both inquiries as things of significance happen at roughly the same time. We’ll start with Tifa and then move back to Anna and vice versa.)

(In the background, Salva Dos (Noir) is playing if you want to capture the atmosphere.)

ABANDONED WAREHOUSE

(Bean and Bunnie have arrived at the warehouse where Bunnie claims Tifa has hidden…upon entering, however…)

Bunnie: (smashes door) Teef?

Tsing: (upstairs) Damn…it…

Bunnie: Sounds like Tsing…hurry up sugar!

Bean: (to himself) Running isn’t my strong point…

(The two get upstairs as quick as possible…and find what is almost like a hostage situation.)

(We can see Ah-Tsing being caught with one arm around his neck…Tifa’s, with a jewel in her hand. Bunnie is a bit stunned to say the least…)

Tifa: Don’t come any closer!

Bunnie: Tifa!

Bean: What’s going on here…

*   *   *   *

Anna: (whispering to herself) What’s going on here?

(The room Anna has entered seems to be some sort of medieval room, Elizabethan dolls and paintings of the era. Anna is looking for something, as this room is not a high-tech work room or living quarters…it’s very different.)

Anna: There has to be something…

(She has to be quick though, those guards are still patrolling.)

Anna: Huh?

(Suddenly, she notices a slightly boarded-up area to the side of a closet which she looked at before. It’s pretty small, but it seems to fit the shape of a small door, like a doggy-door or cat-flap. Anna bends down to see what it’s about…)

*   *   *   *

Bean: So what’s all this about Miss Lockhart?

Tifa: I don’t want you guys meddling with this…please…for your own good…things will only get worse…

Ah-Tsing: Tifa, what is wrong with y…ARGGHH…

Tifa: You know right? Mimi is dead…Excel is dead…god knows what or who is going to be next?

Bunnie: Tifa, we know nothing of this is about you, so why are you doing this?

Tifa: I can’t let them know! I CAN’T! 

(Tifa releases Tsing but raises her jewel, her materia.)

Tifa: You saw what I could do with a weaker one like blind the other day. What happens if I use a stronger one?

(Bean finally realises the strong scent of alcohol. Tifa has been drinking…then again, Ah Tsing has been too.)

Bean: Miss Lockhart, are you saying this under the influence of alcohol?

Tifa: So what? I’m not drunk…I’m pissed, that’s for sure…pissed off at everything that has happened…the way Barrett was forced to leave America because of what those bitches and slut did to Corel…

Bean: What are you saying?

Tifa: (smirks) Oh, you don’t know? The Tachikawas…they knew the strength of Andy and Yuri’s buddies…but mine was the real brains and brawn behind it. His adopted daughter Marlene was his inspiration y’know? He wanted to get the work of youth hostels over there, especially learning of Hotaru…he may be a swearing loudmouth, but he’s got a soft spot for kids…

Bean: Sounds like me…

Tifa: Maybe…but it’s not like good causes aren’t always met with bad trouble…

*   *   *   *

Anna: This is trouble…

(Anna has revealed a chute which is fairly small, but Anna manages to squeeze through (good job it wasn’t Bean doing this inquiry). She closes the door, to make sure no-one knows she’s been here and slides down, in exploring mode.)

Anna: Seta-san would have loved this inquiry…

(Anna is sliding for a while, and the navigation of a tunnel in near darkness is spooking her out. She uses her mobile phone/camera as a sort of light to get through the worst. Back in the van, Videl and Misao are now getting worried as they have been forced to leave the area, not knowing what is going on.)

Videl: We can’t call her either…if we did they might find out where she was…

Misao: What if they caught her?

Videl: Then we’re in deep trouble…

*   *   *   *

Tifa: He was in deep trouble because he didn’t go along with the Tachikawas…but that doesn’t matter now. Revenge has been taken hasn’t it? So why do I even have to tell you this…

(Bunnie moves closer to Tifa who holds her materia like a gun)

Bunnie: Come on sugar, this isn’t going to get us anywhere…

Tifa: Oh yeah, some friend…you led him to me didn’t you? So what? Another traitor to add to the many in my life…

Ah-Tsing: Tifa, please…stop this…

Tifa: And you? I cared for you…I took you under my wing…you’re like a young Cloud…full of dreams…but mine…they were crushed. You should be with me, that bitch did to you as bad what she did to me…so why should I…

(Suddenly, the boards behind her collapse and Tifa slips. Bean rushes out but it’s too late. Tifa falls through the boards to the floor below…where a shipment of boxes breaks her fall…or her back if there was anything in them…)

Bean: Shit! (gets on his mobile, first to call 999 (or 911 if you wish) and then to call Yamazaki to inform him what the hell has happened.)

Ah-Tsing: NO, TIFA!

Bunnie: TEEF-HONEY!

(The two head to the lower floor, unbelieving what they have seen…)

*   *   *   *

(Anna stares at belief at what she is seeing…)

Anna: What the…

(She is now at a clearing…in between Michiru’s mansion and Akiko’s HQ. There are tire marks, not fresh, but for those with good memories, it’s where the car behind Michiru’s mansion came from during the car chase that Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi did to find the killer’s video. However, the site is almost like something out of a medieval torture showing.)

(The wind is cold and although light, it still has an eerie aura. Anna notices a hangman’s rope on a tree, there are rather unusual metal parts underneath the hangman’s rope…and underneath it is a word in blood…)

AZILE 

Anna: Azile?

(The line in the middle of the A has gone, but that’s as close as she is getting to a proper word. She takes a picture of it and then calls Seta. She informs them of the site and Seta immediately gets on board to inform the Chief about a crime scene. Anna then calls Videl to tell them where she is.)

Videl: How the hell did you get there?

*   *   *   *

Bean: How the hell did this happen?

(Shot of a van as Yamazaki drops off where Bean is. He hurries to the crime scene where Tifa is now being stretched into an ambulance. Yamazaki tries to see if she can ask questions, but she’s unconscious and looks like they won’t be doing too much.)

Bunnie: I don’t think she should see you two anymore…you’ve given her enough grief…

Bean: Fine.

(Yamazaki calls HQ…it’s time to bring in some reserves…)

*   *   *   *

(Team 1 (Kano and Kikuchi) now decide that whilst Bunnie may try and ban Bean and Yamazaki, Kano and Kikuchi they said nothing about. The two head off to the hospital, determined not to be left out of the action.)

Kano: It seems like the others had all the fun…

Kikuchi: Well, let’s try some as well…

*   *   *   *

(Back at the site, Anna is taking photos and officially making this area a crime scene because of the blood she’s spotted. As she’s down this, Videl and Misao enter…but with a surprise.)

Anna: Ah, you guys are here…GAAAAAHHHH!

Misa: (yep, Pixy Misa) OHOHOHOHOHOHO! I thought my reappearance would give you quite a shock Anna! Brighten up the mood….

Anna: No…actually I’m fine with you…

Misa: Huh?

Anna: …but…Videl, that you in there?

(Shot of a girl wearing a light blue suit and a helmet like a motorcyclist's with Ami Mizuno like visor glasses on her eyes.)

Videl: I fight for truth and justice, behold evildoers for I am…(dramatic pause…then dramatic pose…)…THE GREAT SAIYAGIRL!

Anna: You’ve lost it Videl…

Videl: (embarrassed) Heh…well…Misao did her thing and I didn’t want to be left out…damn, it’s been a while since I’ve done that…

Anna: (sweatdrops) That’s not the issue here…

(After a lot of convincing, Videl and Misao return to their normal forms (how Videl got her costume…don’t ask…it’s better not to know), and Anna explains the situation. Videl and Misao do a lot of nodding, especially looking over the place. Misao surprisingly doesn’t freak out at the blood word.)

(The team back together, go through what they found. It’s obvious that Akiko was trying to hide something, but a secret passageway to a clearing where it appears was a killer’s grotto. With their evidence of pictures, plus blood prints, the metal parts and the hangman’s rope, it’s been a disgusting day for the girls…but maybe a rewarding one…)

*   *   *   *

HOSPITAL

(This place is becoming a regular visiting site for the detectives, as Kano and Kikuchi head into the area. They have to be patient however as Tifa’s condition is being evaluated so they have to wait for a while.)

(Every now and then Seta calls to see what’s going on. He also explains what the girls have found after coming back, as Kikuchi digests the information.)

Kikuchi: The girls are back…they’ve found what they think is the killer’s lair. You remember when we chased that car a while back? Well, it was behind there. A clearing between Akiko’s place and behind Michiru mansion, seemed to be hidden in some woodland area…

Kano: Kami’s above…

(After a while longer, the detectives are allowed in Tifa’s room. However, considering her condition and her rather lack of trust of the detectives, the two have to be careful. Fortunately, Kano is way ahead of them…)

Kano: Tifa-san?

Tifa: (eyes closed) Uh….Yuffie…that you…

Kano: No…I’m not…

Tifa: Ah…Aeris…so I’m joining you then…

Kano: I’m afraid not. You’re still alive…things have got bad then?

Tifa: I just…I just wish…it was…all her fault…Mimi…

Kano: Why?

Tifa: Death to her…I guess everything I tried…it didn’t matter…I knew it wouldn’t work…but maybe it did…the…contract…

Kano: Contract?

Tifa: Contract….Mimi…to kill…Ak-ik-o….

(Suddenly, Tifa’s body goes into spasm and the nurses usher Kano and Kikuchi out of there, but they’ve done enough.)

Kikuchi: So…Tifa telling the truth? Mimi tried to kill Akiko?

Kano: Remember? Excel said that Bulleta refused a contract for whatever reason and wouldn’t tell her about it. Could it be…

Kikuchi: We need to get back to base.

(They nod and do so. It seems the detectives are slowly but surely tying up lose ends.)

·        Duo admits to lying about the weapon, maybe to cover Bunnie’s tracks, and also admits the places where he could have left it.

·        Tifa seems to have had a personal attack hit her, leading her to near suicide in the top floor of a warehouse.

·        New friend Ling Xiayou seems to be concerned about Tsing’s welfare.

·        Akiko is acting very suspicious and seems to not wish to get involved with the investigators…and she mentions something about ‘Eimi’…

·        …which leads them to finding an emergency exit, where leads them to a clearing on the opposite side of Michiru’s mansion in a woodland. This appears to be the killer’s lair.

·        And finally, Tifa seems to know something about the contract that Excel was on about which Bulleta refused. Was this contract done by Mimi to kill Akiko, that being the reason it was refused?

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

(It’s been a long day for the guys and girls of the investigator squad, but all back together and ready for tonight’s make or break. Another killer’s game tonight, and the team are understandably nervous, especially considering it’s hard to read who Seta will vote for.)

Kano: So, what do you think?

Kikuchi: Seta seems to prefer getting rid of Misao I believe, maybe he feels she can’t last in the game…

Kano: True…but you know, Seta’s smart. Eccentric maybe, but smart. He might see a threat and take advantage of it…

Kikuchi: Don’t forget, he’s pretty much one of us now. Final four if necessary, right?

Kano: I know…but I’m wary of the LI power…

(Seta is looking over the notes of everything, and looking over where Anna and Misao are comparing notes and writing things down.)

Seta: I must say Misao-chan. You’ve improved dramatically after playing the killer’s game yesterday.

Misao: (bobs her tongue out) Well, I can’t let everyone let me play it again can I?

Seta: (smiles) I guess not.

Anna: We’ve both through a killer’s game Seta-san. We don’t want to go through it again…trust me.

Seta: (chuckles) If only my daughter was as dedicated as you two…she’s just telling all the guys they’re ‘dorks’.

Anna: You have a rather…interesting life Seta-san.

Seta: Yes, and I’m still upset that I couldn’t explore that underground cavern with you! There could have been a secret Macabrian artefact down there…

Anna: (sweatdrops) Oh Seta-san…

(Misao giggles)

(Shot of Bean and Yamazaki in the kitchen, looking tired and not enjoying life at the moment.)

Yamazaki: …so the common cockroach is in fact a mori eel relative…

Bean: Whatever kid…today’s experience shows why I don’t like being the good guy unless I’m paid. Feelings are hurt…feel sorry for the girl y’know? Game or not…this is getting too ugly even for my tastes.

Yamazaki: Well, we’ve got tonight to prepare for…*yawns*…so let’s make the best of it.

Bean: Soul Calibre 2?

Yamazaki: Sure, why not…

(Shot of Videl, in her room, the only person left in the original room which also consisted of Inez and Asuka…)

Videl: Not sure if I did the right thing on a professional stand point…but on a personal one…yeah.

(Gets her Saiyagirl costume and grins)

Videl: Heat of the moment girl…ah well, at least it proved that I’m as nuts as the rest of the group…

*   *   *   *

8.00PM – GROUP CONFERENCE

(It’s time for the last group conference before Sam passes or fails the teams. Seta, the lead investigator, begins his conference by asking about the infamous clearing which Anna found.)

Anna: What we saw from the pictures was that there was a hangman rope on one of the trees, blood was underneath it, and on the tree was the word ‘AZILE’ on it.

Videl: So the killer maybe hung someone there…but it can’t have been Excel or Mimi because we found their bodies at the scenes where they were killed…

Bean: So has the killer struck again?

Videl: We would have known if that had happened…but the metal parts are unusual…why were they there?

Seta: Possible…another link to Bunnie maybe?

(The team think it over as they begin another topic…Tifa Lockhart.)

Yamazaki: Tifa seems to be on the ropes as far as her problems, and she seems to know something about Akiko, and even Bulleta’s contract which she refused…link the two together…

Kikuchi: We need to be careful assuming things though. Tifa wasn’t exactly 100% focused when we saw her at the hospital.

Kano: In other words, she thought she was dead. 

Seta: However, if what she says is true…then it could really bring Bulleta as a prime suspect.

Kikuchi: Not to mention Akiko, especially linking the fact that there was a secret passageway to where the killer’s den was…

Bean: And as much as I hate to say it, it would also incorporate Michiru as well.

(The team continue their talking for a while before wrapping it up. Judgement is upon them.)

*   *   *   *

10.00pm – CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockhart, makes his way for the late night judgement. He will pass or fail the teams on their lines of inquiry over the last two days.)

Sam: Good evening everyone.

All: Evening chief…

Sam: A lot of get through today. First, I have 3 important pieces of information I think you need to find out about.

(The group look interested)

Sam: First of all, the knife thrower. We can say that Bunnie did indeed buy it as we know the day before the murder…BUT…it hasn’t been fired in months. 

(The group note this)

Sam: Which means it is pretty much a safe bet that it isn’t the murder weapon. So, we are focusing that the screwdriver was the killer’s choice of weapon that fateful day. Now, another piece of evidence, the key that was found 2 days ago during the aerial search of Macaba.

(The key, with a picture of a chocobo’s head on it, was found inside the pockets of a bloodied coat found by Misao, Yamazaki and Kano two days ago.)

Sam: We have identified the key now. It is a back storage room key kept by Bulleta to her weapons shop. Now, we know that someone took weapons and items from the shop…to kill Excel. So, is it a safe assumption that whoever did that took the key, from Bulleta perhaps, unless it’s Bulleta herself…and helped him or herself to the items they needed?

(The team again make notes)

Sam: Finally. The discovery of the ‘killer clearing’ has put Akiko on full alert. My boys went over there and evacuated the HQ and for the time being, the team of people working there, including Akiko, are not allowed to go in there. However, when they were doing a people check, two were missing, both androids. Nuku-Nuku, who was at the martial arts tournament…and won it by the way…and a girl named Eimi…who is missing. And what did you girls find at the killer clearing?

(Shot of the metal parts)

Videl: We also found that Akiko said something about ‘Eimi’ being missing…uh oh…

Sam: Well…let’s move on before this does get too ugly.

(It’s now time for the Chief to pass or fail the investigators on their line of inquiry.)

 Sam: Team 1. Kano and Kikuchi. On Day 1, you went to go to the airport, based on the evidence given from the killer clue, giving a possible link to the Brazilian port, Rio de Janeiro. There, you rightly searched and asked about flights coming from and to the area, and found two people who had links in Macaba, Setsuna Mei’oh and Kodachi Kuno. You managed to interview them separately, and got some information, if you please.

Kikuchi: We learned that Setsuna was the main reason which aided the adoption services of Hotaru to Michiru…probably making her an enemy of the Tachikawas as well. She also gave her reasoning for being at Rio as spiritual ones.

Kano: As for Kodachi, it was hard to make heads or tails of what she was saying. However, in link with the case, we learned she was in Rio as part of a botany experiment for as she called her Lady Akiko, i.e. Akiko Natsume. She was also at the martial arts tournament as we know as was Setsuna, and seems to at least know a few people of Macaba, giving them possibly links as well.

Sam: Interesting. On Day 2, you first had to go interview an alone Duo Maxwell. You had to confront him with the evidence that you got the murder weapon and it came from his place, but without giving too much away. Let’s take a look.

*   *   *   *

Kikuchi: Is this the 5mm one you said to Kano the day she interviewed you? Or is it another one…

Duo: Well…it’s definitely mine…

Kikuchi: We need to know who had access to this item, as it could be a vital clue.

Duo: (a bit nervous) Well…

Kikuchi: Sir?

Duo: (sighs) All right…it’s my 3mm one…not a 5mm one. I lied.

Kano: Lied?

Duo: I lied because when I found it was missing and learnt about the murder, I was afraid it could…well…

Kikuchi: We didn’t say that sir.

Duo: I know…

Kano: Please…we need to know…

(Kano’s puppy dog trick seems to work like a charm as Duo tries to resist…but it’s futile. Gotta love the anime girl tricks…^_^)

Duo: Well…on the day before the murder…I was here, but I headed to the dojo to help fix Bunnie’s arm…and then I headed towards Michiru’s mansion afterwards. The day of the murder, I did go to 8th heaven…but a couple of days later, you came, and you told me you found a screwdriver at the train tracks…and I lied to see if I could fool you, the length was the easiest way to try…obviously not good enough…anyway, at the time, I came back and Link was here. That’s about it.

Kano: Why did you lie to us then?

(Duo is silent for a moment, then answers.)

Duo: I felt…if I did…the thoughts I had in my head…about Bunnie possibly…you know…it would keep her away from that. She’s had a hard life investigators, being half robot, from a world where war is constant…she’s always worried and nervous, yet always cheerful. I was afraid what would happen if she…snapped…

*   *   *   *

Sam: Kano, I must say, you anime girls know how to use your skills well in the detective field when you need to…

(Kano blushes as a few of the group chuckle)

Sam: Seriously, you did well. You never said once that the item you had was in fact the murder weapon, and calm went through your business, and it led to Duo confessing his worst assumptions. You got information about his contacts. Bunnie may be more wary though, but that can’t be avoided. Overall, well done there. Later that day, you also went to the hospital, and there, thanks to information from Team 3, you saw Tifa Lockhart, and calmly, managed to get information from her concerning the contract that Bulleta refused to take. That was very good. You two make a good team, which is why Kano and Kikuchi, I’m passing you on your lines of inquiry.

TEAM 1 – Kano/Kikuchi – PASS – Immune from tonight’s vote

(The K ‘n’ K alliance strike gold and survive the initial group vote.)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 2, Anna, Misao and Videl. On Day 1, you visited a jail ridden Hibiki Amawa, charged with the crime of statuary rape and the possible murder as well. You went over there to question him. Let’s take a look.

*   *   *   *

Hibiki: Damn, it’s been a while…can’t remember?

Misao: Um…did something happen to you?

Hibiki: You know, I have no idea…I do remember Mimi…well I won’t divulge in young company…but…for the funniest reason is I can’t remember how it happened and why I couldn’t fight her off…

Anna: Drugged?

(Suddenly, Videl looks up in recognition)

Videl: Maybe…

Hibiki: I can’t remember…

Videl: We could do with looking at your medical records. We’ll see if we can get a licence to get out of the jail and get a detailed look at you. Unless, did you go to the hospital anytime after the murder?

Hibiki: (shakes his head) No, I was pretty much stranded. My trip to the funeral was the first time I had left the island in a fair bit.

Misao: We didn’t know you was a teacher…

Hibiki: Oh yes…I’m a gym kyoshi. But I haven’t done much of that ever since I was exiled over there…

Misao: Why was you exiled?

Hibiki: It’s kind of a misunderstanding, but the powers of Mimi’s family kinda made me done there. I think it was something Mimi promised, I could be back on the mainland living if everything came through. I guess that was a shot in the dark…

Anna: Misunderstanding? Did you teach Mimi?

Hibiki: Yes…she wasn’t good in sports, so…oh, and there was…(covers mouth)

Videl: What?

Anna: Sir, do you mean…Hotaru?

Hibiki: ….

(Hibiki is silent for a while, then stands up.)

Hibiki: There is some good detectives here. (sighs) Yes…I was the teacher of both Hotaru Tomoe and Mimi Tachikawa. I was hired as a teacher by Mimi’s parents when Hotaru and Mimi snuck away. They trusted me with them, not to divulge their secrets. But…

*   *   *   *

Sam: You found a link between Hibiki, not only with Mimi, but with Hotaru as well. You later also went to the hospital, and the suspicion that he could have been drugged seems to check out as well, and you also ran into Hotaru and Michiru. Hotaru seemed scared, accusing Hibiki of killing Mimi. You learnt a lot there. On Day 2, you had a difficult journey into the heart of Akiko Natsume’s HQ, even with her estranged husband guiding you. You had 3 parts. Misao, you did the first part, planting a bug which allowed Videl, to listen in, and notice how Akiko had beefed up security, and mentioning the missing android, Eimi, mentions someone may have actually got her. The hardest part though, was yours Anna. You had to get in without getting caught, and find something. And boy did you find something.

(A picture of the clearing, the rope, the metal parts and the word ‘AZILE’ on the wall is shown once more)

Sam: This could have been a disaster…but you handled it like true professionals. So Anna, Misao, Videl…I’m passing you on your line of inquiry. 

TEAM 2 – Anna, Misao, Videl – PASSED: Immune from group vote

Sam: Once again, a possible three way pass. Team 3, Bean and Yamazaki. Day 2, you had a tough day in locating the dojo, looking at suspects, and following Bunnie’s lead. A good bit from Yamazaki realised that whilst Tifa was missing, Madoka was there…yet Tsing was gone. You managed to talk to Ling Xiayou, confirming suspicions about Ah-Tsing. Bean, you and Bunnie headed to 8th Heaven, where you confirmed that Tsing was missing, as he also knew about where Tifa was. Although the aftermath was near tragic, you did the smart thing and at least didn’t result in any deaths. Well done.

(They both nod)

Sam: It was almost perfect, but on Day 1, you forgot to ask about the invitations. Whoever was on them would have been on the top of our suspect list. Without that information unfortunately, we are simply one step further behind in finding this killer. Just one mistake was all it took sadly, so I’m afraid I have no choice. Bean and Yamazaki, I’m failing you on your lines of inquiry.

TEAM 3 – Bean, Yamazaki – FAILED: Are eligible for group vote

(Bean and Yamazaki shake their heads, it’s just those two for the vote. They, along with the others (aside from Seta) now go to a private room where they will cast a vote to which of the only available two they wish to play the killer’s game first…)

*   *   *   *

Sam: Kano, who do you wish to play the killer’s game first and why?

Kano: Has to be Bean I’m afraid. Yamazaki’s my plaything, gotta keep him in! 

(If Sam is capable of sweatdropping, he’d pull one now…)

Kano: Seriously, I do feel Yamazaki is the stronger detective of the two, hence my decision.

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: I will vote for…Bean Bandit. He’s graduating well in this environment but I still feel he is a lapse slower than the rest of us in certain aspects of the field.

ANNA

Anna: This is tough…but I’ll vote for Yamazaki. In the end, I just tossed a coin more than anything, but I guess Bean has protected me a lot, so I do owe him.

MISAO

Misao: I’ll vote for Yamazaki, Bean and I have been close and he helped me last time…it’s only right I do the same.

YAMAZAKI

Yamazaki: I vote for Bean…got no choice really have I?

BEAN

Bean: Let’s see…difficult, but I guess I gotta go with Yamazaki…

VIDEL

Videl: In the end, it was tough, but I’ll vote for…

*   *   *   *

(Sam comes forward with a piece of paper)

Sam: The votes are in. The first person to play the killer’s game…

(DRAMATIC PAUSE)

Sam: …will be…

(Shot of Yamazaki and Bean)

Sam: …Bean.

Videl: …Bean Bandit. Though I meant what I said when I voted off Asuka, I do feel he’s still someone not to be trusted, and need to get him gone.

BEAN (4) – Kano, Kikuchi, Yamazaki, Videl

YAMAZAKI (3) – Anna, Bean, Misao

(Shot of Bean, who just grins, in a ‘bring it on’ kinda way.)

Sam: The second vote will come from the lead investigator.

(Seta is very respected amongst the group, and vice versa as well, but is there someone he wishes to get rid of?)

Seta: As you can probably guess, this was a tough decision for me, and I didn’t have a set choice. For the longest time…I was going to say Misao…but her bravery in coming back from the killer’s game and a strong showing today made me rethink. So in the end, I only had one option. Today, when the window was covered with pictures, only two people didn’t help get the evidence…the two people that failed. As only one team failed, I think it was only right that the two that failed play the killer’s game, and as Bean has already been picked, regretfully, I will send Yamazaki out to play the killer’s game.

(Shot of Yamazaki, still grinning, he doesn’t seem to mind the choice…then again, he’s always smiling anyway…^_^)

(The Chief now has two envelopes, both locations for tonight’s killer’s game, ‘The Abandoned Wake’ and ‘Dead Sea Swimming Pool.’ Sam doesn’t know where the killer is. He hands Yamazaki an envelope first and then Bean.)

Yamazaki: ‘DEAD SEA SWIMMING POOL.’

Bean: ‘ABANDONED WAKE’

Sam: Good luck. I think…you are going to need it.

(The two shake hands with each other.)

*   *   *   *

Seta: That was…tough…

Bean: I don’t think he holds it against you, you know?

Seta: It was hard. Very hard…but you have to make tough decisions in the end. 

Bean: I know…(Bean heads off as Yamazaki is already being killed as Kano has him in a choke lock after another lie…)

(Seta sighs…)

Seta: It was more than that…he’s a big threat…maybe that’s why I was considering Misao as well…they are bigger threat’s than even they know….

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: Well, it was nice knowing you…

Kano: Just don’t tell any stories in the great beyond, heaven will be devoid of anything!

Yamazaki: Of course.

Kano: Grrr…oh fine, come here.

(Kano and Yamazaki share a hug as Kano shakes her head, chuckling.)

Kano: Come back, you hear?

Yamazaki: Hai, hai…

(Elsewhere, Bean is also getting support…)

Misao: You’ve saved me enough times…please make sure you’re safe…

Bean: You’ll be fine Misao, with or without me.

Anna: Just be careful. I’m sure you can handle it…(shudders)…the killer’s game not a pleasant experience though…

Bean: I’m disappointed though that the boy’s alliance will be gone tonight. It was me, Junpei and Yamazaki and tonight, that room will just have one of us…(sighs)…never thought I’d get attached to the game…

(In the LI seat, Videl and Seta talk…)

Videl: Interesting choice, I had you picking Misao…

Seta: Not even I’m that bad to send a little girl twice in a row to something which obviously isn’t too nice…

Videl: Fair point. But still…

Seta: I’m going for a smoke…I need to calm down…

(Kikuchi pops his head outside, looking at the stars)

Kikuchi: One more rival to go tonight…

*   *   *   *

(The two say their goodbyes, Bean gets hugs from Anna and Misao, handshakes from Seta and Kikuchi and general goodbyes from the rest. Another hug from Kano to Yamazaki, Kikuchi shakes his hand as well, and again, general sayonara.)

(The two now head off into the night, where one will return and one won’t. They are hooked with infra-red cameras, a bag for the killer clue, and a torch. One of them will find that clue, the other…the killer.)

*   *   *   *

12.00pm – ABANDONED WAKE

(BEAN)

Bean: Typical…I get sent to a bar…let’s see if I can bar room brawl with a killer… 

(Bean enters the abandoned wake, a public house, and as he enters, two glasses come off the windowsill in a smash…but the liquids that splatter aren’t all alcohol…)

Bean: That’s blood isn’t it…great…I’ve got a bloodthirsty killer to deal with…

*   *   *   *

12.01pm – DEAD SEA SWIMMING POOL

Yamazaki: (to himself) O.K…let’s get it together…did you know that swimming pools…

(As he enters the corridor leading to the pool, there is another pool in front of him…not one he wanted to see though…)

(Yamazaki nearly gags as a pool of blood coming from a drowned baby is in front of him…)

Yamazaki: Now…is not the time…

*   *   *   *

Bean: O.K…where are we going?

(Bean follows the arrows to a side area…and suddenly, a box explodes…)

Bean: Christ…like being back in Chicago…huh?

(A tune comes up…sounds like something from Halloween, Bean shrugs it off…)

Bean: You’re not going to beat me that easily…

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: More water…

(Two drowned bodies)

Yamazaki: More blood…

(Follows the arrows as dolphin echoes surround the area.)

Yamazaki: More trouble…

*   *   *   *

(Cue the DRAMATIC MUSIC, Cue the KILLER CAM. Someone is following one of them around one of the area, in a combination of slow motion and fast forward speed.)

Bean: Upstairs, we are hunting…

(A floorboard breaks and a lamp falls down. Bean jumps back.)

Bean: Guess I’m more spooked than I thought…

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: O.K, at the main pool…

(The diving boards on the side lead to another area, and he realises he has to swim to get to the next arrow…)

Yamazaki: Oh goody.

*   *   *   *

Bean: Final room…oh great…

(Bean enters a room where an office like desk is there…)

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: Right at the *splash* centre…

(Yamazaki swims to the centre of the pool…)

*   *   *   *

Bean: After all that…it was….GFAAAHHH!

*   *   *   *

Yamazaki: NO WAYAYY…

*   *   *   *

(It’s time. The van pulls up to HQ, as the rest of the detectives inside await the next survivor of the killer’s game.)

(The double doors open…and it’s…)

Bean: I need a drink…no wait…after all that…maybe not…

(Bean is back. The response is fairly mixed, but there are cheers and applause. Misao hops into the big guy’s arms as Seta does get him a drink, as Bean breathes deeply.)

Kikuchi: The road buster’s met his match, I see.

Bean: Kikuchi my man, you have no idea…

(The two most disappointed seem to be Videl and Kano. Kano smiles, but sighs at the loss of her ‘plaything’ as Kikuchi puts a hand on her shoulder. She shakes her head before smiling.)

(Bean Bandit has survived the 5th killer’s game. Takashi Yamazaki hasn’t. Who will play and survive on the next episode? Find out next time on the MURDER GAME.)

*   *   *   *

Go to INSIDE HQ now for the following;

With Seta now the LI, Kano and Kikuchi focus on getting Anna full onto their side, but is Anna having second thoughts? And what about Seta? Videl seems alone now, can she perhaps get involved somehow in disorganising the plans around her? With Yamazaki gone, Bean and Misao seem to cook an alliance of their own. However, will it work against the considerably more stronger ‘K n K?’ 

And next week on THE MURDER GAME…

Tifa’s condition stabilises, but the panic around Macaba is spreading. Can the investigators trust anyone literally now? It’s the night of the founding of Macaba, and Michiru invites the investigators to join her in the festival activities. But at the end of the night, they bite off more than they could chew… And an unlikely pairing makes for clashes aplenty, especially when something goes horribly wrong in the latest inquiry. 

And there we go!

Plenty of stuff to enjoy there, let’s see if you can wrack those brains.

Yamazaki: Sorry he had to go, as Yama-kun was very popular, but the main reason of his elimination was because his character was becoming hard to write. His shtick of his lies was starting to hurt my head, and so better sooner than later. Shame though…Kano has no toy to play with now…^_^

There are some things in all the episodes which play similar to the UK Murder Game (in this episode, it was Tifa’s hospitalisation.) but the result is not to be the same as it is in the real thing, so don’t assume that.

Saiyagirl: A little pop to Zach Kaiser for that scene. J

Last episode: A few people said I made a mistake during the Hotaru/Anna conversation when she called her ‘onii-chan’ rather than ‘onee-chan’. The former meaning big brother and the latter big sister. This was actually deliberate and a nasty little joke referring to the OVA version of BA which in that, Anna IS a boy. ^_^ Just…don’t ask, too horrifying to imagine. (Although the scene where (s)he is exposed is hilarious…)

The clues pile on now, and I wonder how many will get the Azile clue before the detectives do…it’s a goody, that’s all I say.

After the next episode, it will be 3 weeks rather than 2 because I’m off to my first con, Ayacon, then, so I’ll be preparing for that rather than this…yeah, I’m bad. 

And so, until then, take the quiz, read and review, and hope you enjoy. Ja ne!

MURDER GAME: EPISODE 6

There are 10 episodes of MG overall, and therefore we are past the half-way mark now. So, believe it or not, the end is coming closer than you’d expect…

And aside from the obvious delight I’m having in vicious and heartlessly eliminating people…*evil grin*…I’m really enjoying writing this fic…maybe a bit too much. 

This episode also brings in the poll, and one of the questions will be important because I’m deciding on something important.

WILL THERE BE A SEQUEL?

This is a big question, because considering the more feedback I got with MG than Animole, I’m thinking of instead of doing AM2, I’ll do MG2 instead with the cast that I have already set out in the last chapter of AM. 

So this question is an important one, as well as the usual ‘who your favourite character is’ jazz. So, decide the fate of Chromus’ (last) reality story. (Yes, whatever I do will most likely be my last entry into the reality game, anyone hoping for an Anime-zing Race are going to be disappointed…^_^)

And with that, let’s get cracking another egg…

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on the murder game…

(Shot of the 8 remain detectives on their desk)

Chromus: The lucky seven remaining in the game continued their lines of inquiry, with more tricky inquiries and tricky decisions coming ahead. More evidence was found…

Bean: Blackmail? How so?

Ah-Tsing: (sighs) Look, all she said was lies, just lies! She had threatened to go on record to my fiancé Meirii that she and I were having an affair…

Chromus: …more clues uncovered…

Anna: What the…

(She is now at a clearing…in between Michiru’s mansion and Akiko’s HQ. There are tire marks, not fresh, but for those with good memories, it’s where the car behind Michiru’s mansion came from during the car chase that Asuka, Bean, Kano and Kikuchi did to find the killer’s video. However, the site is almost like something out of a medieval torture showing.)

Chromus: …and two more detectives facing the chop, as another friendship/alliance came to a halt when Bean and Yamazaki played the killer’s game. And not even the best lies could save Yamazaki from the killer’s game…

(The double doors open…and it’s…)

Bean: I need a drink…no wait…after all that…no…

Chromus: …because it was Bean who returned. 7 are left.

*   *   *   *

9.00am

(Chief Detective Sam Lockhart enters the briefing room. The head of the investigation, he initially took 12 people under his wing…but now, five are gone thanks to the Killer.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Last night, we lost someone else to the killer, Takaishi Yamazaki. And the killer doesn’t hesitate to rub salt into the wound. We received a late call last night, and here’s what it said…

Distorted voice: Did you know that the best murders came from Macaba? They all originated from the ancient Sanzo period and…oh forget it, he’s dead now. Not coming back…You know you guys are starting to get way too close for comfort. Maybe I should raise the stakes a bit higher…

(The call ends abruptly.)

Sam: That was a threat if I ever saw one. We’d better be on our highest alert. Speaking of Yamazaki, whilst Bean returned, Yamazaki gets a chance to talk on his last will and testament. Let’s see who he chose as the next lead investigator.

(He presses a button and a screen flashes, revealing Yamazaki in his glory.)

Yamazaki: I will choose Miss Kano Miyazawa as the next lead investigator, as I feel she is a strong detective, and at least this way she avoids trying to find someone to kill her…

(Kano chuckles)

Sam: Miss Miyazawa?

(Kano takes the LI chair. Kano is immune from tomorrow’s group vote (if there is one) and also can choose anyone of her choosing for the second person to play the killer’s game.)

Sam: Let’s move on. Last night, Bean returned with the killer clue. 

(Sam shows what seems to be an egg shaped toy, where inside are two figurines.)

Sam: These two figures are known as Chiriko and Rebecca, both people from the places where cleared suspects Nuriko and Seto are from.

(Sam now shows the front, where an unusual word and a number is on it.)

Sam: On the front, there is the word ‘MISAKICHI’. There is also a number…26. These may or may not be of some significance. I think the killer is just enjoying messing with your heads. But one place may be worthwhile to go to now…the Tachikawa mansion.

(The team nods)

Sam: Today, we’re splitting into three teams of two. Team 1, will be to go to the Tachikawa mansion, and talk to Taruki and Felicity Tachikawa. With all the evidence you have now collected, this place could be a goldmine of information on who killed Mimi. What could you find there?

Seta: There could be clues to the suspects, or things we are looking for, like the bracelet of Ah-Tsing’s. 

Kikuchi: Those photo clips could be a clue as well, or maybe the Tachikawas were doing this for some reason.

Sam: Exactly. That house could potentially be brimming with evidence. So Team 1, Kano, choose your team.

(Kano chooses Seta and Kikuchi as team one. They will head to the Tachikawa residence and talk to Taruki and Felicity. They’ll need to do a warrant search of the house to look for clues surrounding Mimi.)

Sam: Next on our list. (Sam holds out a key) Remember this?

Misao: That’s the key we found during the aerial search…it’s from Bulleta’s shop!

Sam: Correct. We need to investigate Bulleta more. She is being hounded by the press as the number one suspect, but she is on edge. We need to be careful with her, but we need to know who had access to the key, because if the killer stole weapons from her place, we need to know who could have used it. For all we know, she could have stolen the weapons as well. 

(Kano makes Anna and Misao team 2. They will interview Bulleta, and learn the identity of the key in more detail.)

(As Kano makes this decision, Videl and Bean realise what happens next…)

Sam: Which leaves only Team 3 to interview Akito Hayama…As we know, Hayama is very secretive. However, he has visited both Mimi and Excel just after their deaths. Why did he do this? Does a 10 year old kid have a motive for murder? Visit the dojo but be careful. There are other suspects there remember, make sure not to give too much away.

(Team 3 by default is Bean and Videl. They will investigate Akito Hayama, being wary of other suspects also in the dojo.)

Sam: Remember. Suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

Kikuchi: She’s a sneaky one isn’t she?

Seta: (nods) Sure is. 

Anna: O.K, how are they…

Misao: (concerned) Oh…

(Bean and Videl, the most unlikely team in MG, need to straighten things out.)

Bean: …in the end, that’s how it went and therefore, we just need to work together. We need to pass, and we need to kill Kano after it’s all done.

Videl: That’s the first thing I’ll agree with.

(As police officer and vigilante came a compromise, Kano smiles on as she watches the three teams head out.)

Kano: Ah, I love power…hmmm…wonder if this is in my blood? 

TEAM 1 – Kikuchi/Seta – Go visit the Tachikawa mansion, and use a search warrant to search for clues inside the house to increase establishing suspicion.

TEAM 2 – Anna/Misao – Go to Bulleta’s weapon shop and focus on who could use the key they found in the bloodied coat, also use Tifa’s info if possible.

TEAM 3 – Bean/Videl – Interview Akito Hayama only. Be careful for prying eyes. Information on why he came back to the crime scene of Excel’s death.

*   *   *   *

9.35am – TEAM 2

(Anna and Misao have arrived at Bulleta’s weapon shop, but find it closed in the middle of the day.)

Misao: Too early?

Anna: I don’t know…but we’d better be careful.

(Misao steps behind Anna as the athlete knocks on the door.)

Anna: (calling) Miss Bulleta?

Misao: This doesn’t look good. Try the back?

Anna: Well…we’ve got the key, but committing breaking and entering? Don’t you think that might be a bit…much?

Misao: Right…well…

(A click of a gun can be heard from earshot.)

Anna: Look out!

(Misao is pushed into the grass as Anna super high-jumps to a tree branch. Bulleta, emerging from the back of some bushes, eyes the two girls with extreme suspicion…)

Bulleta: You guys again? Haven’t you done enough?

Anna: Miss Bulleta?

Bulleta: Oh don’t worry…these are ki bullets. They won’t kill you…hurt you like heck but you won’t die. Since the heat piled up on me because of you guys, I’ve been labelled as the killer by the press, Minnie May has headed back to Chicago and my shop was ransacked, used for Excel’s murder.

Misao: (getting up) Miss Bulleta…we apologise for that, but we are here to help clear you if possible. 

Bulleta: Well it’s about damn time…

Anna: Language.

Bulleta: (sarcastic) Well, sorry…

Anna: Never mind. We’ve got some things we need to talk to you that we got off other people who may put you in the clear, so will you please let us talk to you?

(Bulleta pauses, looks thoughtful…and finally lowers her ki Uzi.)

Bulleta: All right. 

(Anna hops down from the tree and rejoins Misao as they both keep a close eye on the gun-toting maniac…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3 – 9.45AM

(A familiar place to be is the Dojo, where three suspects remain. Early in the morning, so to Bean and Videl’s surprise is Hayama early in the morning, working out on a punching dummy. A real one this time since Excel has passed on.)

Videl: You’ve got the moves kid, but you won’t be as fast as I am.

Hayama: …

(Hayama lashes out with a karate chop which catches Videl off guard and she falls.)

Hayama: Chop.

Videl: Why you little…

Bean: Easy Asuka. Kid…Akito Hayama I should say. Do you mind if I and my esteemed colleague ask you a few questions? It’s kind of important because it revolves around Excel, as well as Mimi.

Hayama: ….

Bean: In a talkative mood huh?

Hayama: Let me get ready.

Videl: He’s being helpful?

Hayama: …that or suffer your voice arguing.

(Videl is turning mauve…oh wait, it’s…red. But the two have to just withstand Hayama’s words (or lack of them) as they let him get ready. Meanwhile…)

*   *   *   *

10.00am – TEAM 1

(Seta and Kikuchi head for the Tachikawa Mansion. This is only the second time they’ve done so, but when they enter, they have a surprise.)

Seta: Who is that?

(Outside, they can clearly see cleared suspect Seto Kaiba outside the doors, talking to Felicity and Taruki Tachikawa. Nuriko, their bodyguard is also there, and seems rather dismissive of Kaiba, who as usual, is stone faced.)

Kikuchi: Looks like something is happening. 

Seta: That’s the understatement of the year.

(The two males head over as we can hear some of the family conversation.)

Seto: …I’m afraid with what happened I will be leaving here. Being involved with a murder doesn’t suit Kaiba Corps image.

Nuriko: So what? You didn’t have a chance anyway even if the mayoral election was rerun!

Seto: True perhaps, but maybe what I have here may change your mind…

(Seto opens the suitcase ever so slightly, but before he can, Kikuchi enters the fray.)

Kikuchi: Sorry to interrupt, but Kaiba, Nuriko and Mr. and Mrs. Tachikawa? DI inspectors, DI Kikuchi and DI Noriyasu here, and we have a search warrant for this building.

Seta: Mr Kaiba? Can I talk to you for a moment?

Kaiba: Why? You know I didn’t do any…

Seta: I know that sir, but you could still be a big help to us…

Felicity: …quite preposterous! Mimi would never have anything to hide!

Kikuchi: I believe the evidence we have already gathered fails to see that statement justified.

Taruki: What evidence?

Kikuchi: I am not allowed to disclose that at this time, but with your help, we could get one more step towards finds your daughter.

(Both are quiet for a moment…)

Taruki (annoyed): O.K, but you’d better be darned quick.

Kikuchi: Seta?

Seta: I’ll be with you in a moment…

(Seta seems determined to find what is in the briefcase. Obviously they are Duel Monster cards…or could it be something more helpful?)

*   *   *   * 

TEAM 3 

(Bean and Videl finally manage to cajole Hayama into an interview area. They sit in a kitchen like area. Time for the hidden test…)

HIDDEN TEST: Keep prying eyes and ears away.

Bean: Mr. Hayama, we are sorry to trouble you this early but we do need to talk to you about various things that have been going on.

Videl: Specifically your movements.

Hayama: Fine.

Videl: We need to ask about you both visiting the areas where Mimi and Excel died. Why did you do that?

(Hayama is silent, he opens his mouth to speak but before he does, Andy Bogard comes in…he gives the investigators a quick scowl before heading into the dojo. However, Bean and Videl don’t seem to do anything…)

Bean: Anyway, back to what we were saying…

Hayama: I didn’t kill them.

Videl: We are not saying that Mr. Hayama, but we need to help eliminate all errors and thus, it would be very helpful if you could assist us in our lines of inquiries.

Bean: Yeah…what she said.

(Videl sweatdrops as Hayama develops cheetah ears.)

Hayama: I simply went to check on them. That’s all. Not to make sure they were dead, but to know if it was true.

Videl: With evidence that you lied to us though, or Andy may have. You said you left the house at 1.45pm…

Hayama: I did.

Videl: …but you also said that Andy saw you as you were leaving. He now says he was heading back from a walk from the Tachikawa mansion and then back from the hospital without stopping here.

(Hayama gives them the silent treatment.)

Videl: Well Mr. Hayama?

Hayama: ….I was tired. 

Videl: You were tired?

Hayama: I guess I didn’t see him then. 

Bean: Well then…you claimed you were here at 1.00pm. Is there any way we can get evidence from you?

Hayama: …..

(However, Andy comes rushing in.)

Andy: Hold it! You’re not suggesting that Hayama did it, are you? For Kami’s sake, he’s just a kid! Lay off!

Videl: Well, Misao’s a kid and she’s a detective. Kids can do plenty of things in their life. We aren’t suggesting that anyway Mr. Bogard, just covering our bases.

Hayama: …I don’t mind Andy.

Andy: That’s beside the point…everyone is on paranoia with these guys around, we can’t let them get advantage of us. Considering what’s happening with Hotaru?

Bean: Hotaru?

(Hayama shows interest for the first time…)

Hayama: The firefly of the earth…

Bean: Huh?

Hayama: That’s what her name translates to. 

Andy: Never mind that, besides, we need to enter you in that major tournament. How the heck you beat that psycho I’ll never know…

Videl: Hold on, we need to talk to him some more…

Andy: I’m sorry, but I think you’ve taken his time long enough. Come again if you wish…

Bean: But?

(Andy slams the dojo door. Videl tries to open it but they’ve locked it.)

Videl: Crap.

Bean: A total bust.

Videl: Come on, we can’t do property damage. Let’s go…

(As they leave, they don’t realise how big they’ve screwed up. Not only with Andy, but above them, watching with prying eyes is Yuri…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2

(At Bulleta’s shop, the gun-girl is being very careful around the two girls as they do about their business.)

Bulleta: I’m a licensed bounty-hunter you know. It’s either them or me in the end, I’m still here and I get paid for it.

Anna: Not exactly the line of work I’m going into…but I’m not going to argue.

Bulleta: (smiles) Oh, goody!

Anna: (sweatdrops) Double personality…

(Misao is going through what appears to be receipts of Bulleta’s contracts. Most of them are not important as they don’t link to the case.)

Misao: We heard something from somebody…

HIDDEN TEST – Using evidence they have confront Bulleta on them WITHOUT giving how they got the evidence away.

Bulleta: Rumours! And I’ll deny them!

Anna: Let’s try that again…

Misao: About a contract that you refused, but we do know who the contract may have been for…

Bulleta: (nervous) Um…what are you talking about?

Misao: Well, we can’t say who gave us this information as we can’t confirm or deny if it’s true or not…

Anna: …but we need to ask about it. It concerns a contract a day or so before the murder of Mimi. Did someone put a contract on Akiko?

(Bulleta, once the calm and calculated killer, is now a nervous wreck…)

Bulleta: H-how did you know about this?! How? Tell me! Who ratted me out? Sing like the canaries you are!

Misao: (soothing) Miss Bulleta? Please calm down.

Bulleta: It’s not…well…it’s could be false…and I could say all I want…but…you literally got a hand on the door there, Miss Misao.

Misao: Huh? (Looks at her hand, and on a piece of paper she’s holding. She pulls it out.)

Bulleta: That’s the contract.

(Misao and Anna look through it. The writing is distinct, but the signature at the bottom is of an anonymous nature. But…)

Bulleta: Turn the page…

(The two girls turn it…and at the bottom was what was remaining of a trace of writing. Anna deciphers the signature…)

Anna: Mi…mi…

Bulleta: The fact is that the Tachikawas, specifically Mimi, wanted Akiko out of the way, I presume because she was running in the election…

Misao: That doesn’t make sense.

Bulleta: Huh?

Misao: No offence, but I would have thought Andy would have been a bigger threat…

Anna: You’re right. This is weird. Misao, can you call Seta and inform them?

Misao: Sure.

(As Misao does that, Anna moves onto part 2.)

Anna: We also need to ask you who could have entered this place via the back door, because we found this.

(Anna shows the key to Bulleta. Bulleta is surprised.)

Bulleta: How did you get this?

Anna: It just came into the general inquiry. If you know who had access to the key before the murder that would be good of you to tell me.

Bulleta: Well…Excel had it, I know that during our short lived project together…literally…short-lived.

Anna: Please…

Bulleta: O.K, O.K! Let see…Bunnie could have had it because she bought a weapon the day before as you know…who else…I have spare keys, but that was the only one missing. It’s a mystery…although there is someone else…

Anna: Who?

Bulleta: (nervous) Um…I…can’t say…

Anna: If it’s important…

(Bulleta is now petrified. She seems ready to deny something…until Misao speaks.)

Misao: Seta got the message. But Miss Bulleta…it looks like there is something you need to tell us…

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 

Seta: …how did you get this?

Seto: Please. Kaiba Corp. hacking jobs are near master-class, and I’m a master hacker as well.

Seta: But why?

Seto: When I was labelled as a criminal, I couldn’t stand it, and needed to get my revenge. So, I hacked into many of the people in Macaba’s mainframes, looking for dealings. However, there was only one with significant interest…this.

(Seto reveals what was in the briefcase…a contract.)

Seto: I think this could help you immensely.

(The contract is a contract to kill Mimi, send to Bulleta via private e-mail.)

Seta: Who sent it?

Seto: (grins) That’s for you to know and me to find out…but I will for free this one.

(Soon after, Seta gets the phone call and relates what has happened. Meanwhile…)

*   *   *   *

Misao: …and so it seems this person who I can’t reveal hacked into systems of suspects around Macaba. And found a contract to kill Mimi sent to you the night before the murder. And also was who he got it from…

(Dramatic pause)

Misao: …Michiru Kai’oh.

(Anna is stunned. Bulleta is a quivering wreck.)

Bulleta: How…what…

Anna: I think it’s time you started talking.

(Bulleta cautiously eyes around the shop for something…both girls are on edge in case the worst happens…but to their surprise, Bulleta sighs and relents.)

Bulleta: Very well. I guess something had to give way. The truth is yes, Michiru or someone put a contract out to me to kill Mimi the night before the murder…but I didn’t do it! I didn’t get the contract in person for crying out loud, it could have been anyone…I thought it was a hoax…

Anna: Have you got an alibi…and not the crap about being in a field with your puppy and butterflies this time.

(Misao is surprised by Anna’s tone…BAV fans may not be as surprised, this is ‘Dark Anna’ in full flow, think Lain and her two forms…with emphasis on the irony that they are both played by the same dub VA, Ruby Marlowe.)

Bulleta: (sighs) I didn’t know how Tifa knew about the other contract, but if Seto can do so, why not Tifa? She’s got hacker friends with AVALANCHE. Heck, I wouldn’t surprise me if she did it.

Misao: Miss Bulleta?

Bulleta: Wouldn’t surprise me if she killed Mimi instead of me. If you want an alibi, here you go. I was here for most of the night and then the eclipse came the next day, I was going out, but to Duo’s initially, but instead I went to visit Akiko…but she wasn’t in. I left immediately without wanting to bother Arisa and Kyoko, and headed back home. 

Anna: That’s it?

Bulleta: That’s it I swear, now can you please leave me alone?

Anna: I’m afraid that’s not so simple. You see, you have a contract on offer to kill Mimi Tachikawa. We need to take you into custody…

Bulleta: NOOOO!

(Bulleta goes for her ki-gun. Misao quickly retracts and goes for her harisen, but it isn’t needed. A swift kick from Anna disarms Bulleta quickly.)

Anna: Resisting arrest, huh?

Bulleta: SHUT UP! (Bulleta swings her basket at Anna, who ducks low and sweeps her off her feet. Before Bulleta can recover, Anna pins Bulleta using her superior strength. Misao quick phones base to get back-up.)

Kano: Holy…O.K, I’m on it!

(As Kano gets backup as Misao watches Anna get a ribbon from one of her shallow pigtails and ties Bulleta’s arms with it, Seta and Kikuchi are about to get the inside scoop of the Tachikawas…literally.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 

(After getting the information of Seto Kaiba, Kikuchi and Seta are allowed to go inside the mansion to get the information that may need. They are allowed to do a warrant search, but the house better be in one piece when they’ve finished…not exactly a good idea with Seta Noriyasu around…)

Kikuchi: Remember, look, bag, and be careful…

Seta: No breaking…

Kikuchi: That goes double for you.

Taruki: We don’t want anything taken that will desecrate our Mimi’s image!

Kikuchi: (under his breath) Too late for that…

(The problem is Nuriko has come with them to check them, not exactly the best thing having a superhuman strength bodyguard checking your every move…)

(Seto has since left, his job done. After good work from Seta, Seto has not revealed the contract print to the Tachikawas. Now, they are looking for anything of value…)

HIDDEN TEST: Find the visual clue in the house which could be a link.

(Kikuchi and Seta rather smartly split up (as Nuriko can’t keep an eye on both of them at the same time. Mimi’s room is Kikuchi whilst Seta checks the master bedroom.)

Seta: Ah, the photograph again…

(Seta quickly finds another photograph of Mimi’s family with Hotaru and her dad. He looks inside the drawers, as Felicity downstairs somehow knows about a man fiddling inside her drawers…)

Felicity: Better be careful there!

(Inside Mimi’s room, Kikuchi is looking through a pile of stuffed animals and other plush toys. He notices a nice photograph of Mimi and Hotaru, where Mimi is hugging the girl from behind. There is nothing else which can help him…until he looks up.)

Kikuchi: Hmm…what’s this, a newspaper article in a frame?

(A shot of the newspaper article close up reveals slightly more. It is of an Idol contest in New York where Mimi won the foreign affairs award as a singer. However, the major issue is who sponsored it…)

Kikuchi: …the show was sponsored by S ‘n’ G corporation…S ‘n’ G? What’s that? (thinks) There has to be something there…

(Kikuchi continues reading…and notices in the photograph there is someone which is vaguely familiar in the background. It isn’t anyone he recognises, but there is a similarity there with one of the suspects…)

Kikuchi: This could be more important than it looks. (Continues reading) Overseas talent was helped when Mimi Tachikawa, who sang in English, defeated the favourite for the competition ‘Athena’, a professional singer back in her homeland. Many speculated that the vote was fixed in favour of Mimi, considering her powerful connections, because Athena, full name Athena Psyica, was by far the overwhelming favourite with the fans, who records have gone gold even in America. (Stops) This Athena…my guess is she is a friend of someone here…

(Uh, oh. Nuriko is coming. Kikuchi takes a photo of it and jots some notes.)

Nuriko: Anything cap your interest?

Kikuchi: Aside from Mimi with Hotaru, nothing much.

Nuriko: Well…I don’t know if I should say this…

Kikuchi: Yes?

Nuriko: Well…the family hasn’t been very trustful of me for a while now. I went along for Miss Mimi’s sake…but it seems like I made the wrong decision. (sighs) I guess I wasn’t man or woman enough for her.

Kikuchi: Go on.

Nuriko: Anyway, the bracelet she took from Ah-Tsing…I felt really sorry for him so I asked her about it in the days until the murder. We got into a bit of a shouting match really. The night before the murder, I was drunk and confided everything…in Tifa Lockhart.

Kikuchi: Tifa?

Nuriko: Yeah…good girl. I just hope I didn’t give her any ideas in her head. She never told me where the bracelet was, and I assumed she kept it with her. But I’ve searched the whole house and it isn’t there. So…

Kikuchi: …the killer must have it?

Nuriko: Yes. We need to get it back to Tsing soon, or otherwise his wedding with Meirii can’t happen…the poor boy’s planned it for so long now it’d be heartbreaking to cancel now.

Kikuchi: Right. Thank you for that.

(As Kikuchi escapes, Seta does as well.)

Seta: Any luck?

Kikuchi: (shrugs) Eh, Not really. (Then flashes a nod which means ‘Hell yeah, I did.’) Come on, let’s go.

(After a parting glare from the distraught family…)

*   *   *   *

(…we cut back to Bulleta’s arrest.)

(They’ve read the Miranda rights to her, and the girls have got the two contracts in their possession now. The next thing then…is to talk to Michiru….but HQ comes first.)

*   *   *   *

HQ – 1.00pm

(A quick morning for the team for a change and Kano has already contacted the Chief to help with the arrest. They now need a warrant for Michiru now they have the evidence. However, despite the contracts, Bulleta is still not guilty as she claims she did not attack Mimi. The teams discuss the evidence to see if they can prove she is or isn’t…and the main focus is…)

Seta: …but how could she have gotten the screwdriver?

Kano: We know that the places Duo went to was Michiru’s, the dojo and of course, his own place, which should mean those places are a focus.

Anna: But now we know there is a link between Michiru and Bulleta…

Seta: Exactly. It would be an unlikely way for a training bounty hunter like Bulleta to kill someone…which puts her more the reason why she could have done it…

Misao: …but that means we’re back at square one.

Kikuchi: It’s obvious that Michiru has something to do with it, directly or indirectly we don’t know.

Bean: …This brings us all the way back to the issue of Hotaru, again.

Videl: Which means we still don’t have a clue…

(Group sigh)

*   *   *   * 

Somewhere in the HQ area, someone is afoot…

(A whizzing sound comes by and makes a thud on a tree. This sound happens two more times before it cuts off)

*   *   *   *

4.20pm

(It isn’t until 4.20 when one of the team members notices outside…)

Bean: (in the kitchen hassling Anna for a bit extra on his dinner) Hey…

Anna: What now?

Bean: No, something outside…

(Bean heads out and sees three bloodied arrows on the tree. They all have something tied to it. Not a good sign.)

Bean: (calls) HEY, SOMETHING’S OUT HERE! SETA, KIKUCHI, ANYONE, GET A COUPLE OF BAGS! WE JUST HAD A CERTAIN VISITOR!

(Bean’s bellow is enough to get some of the detectives out there, although only Kano has a bag. She and Kikuchi head out with the big man as they notice the arrows…and cringe.)

Kano: (face turning green) I think I’m going to be sick…

(Seta and Videl follow soon after, with Misao and then Anna bringing up the rear as she had to turn the heat off dinner. They all glance at the arrows and pretty much react accordingly.)

(Videl flies up and gingerly takes the arrows from the tree where Kano catches them in the bag. Kikuchi then notices the things attached to them, and realises what they are…)

Kikuchi: Heads up, guys. Looks like the killer’s game locations have been decided.

(Kikuchi is right. The three arrow messages have writing on it. The first has the trademark ‘COMING OUT TO PLAY?’ and the other two have the locations for the next killer’s game tomorrow, ‘FINAL MESSAGE FARM’ and ‘THE EXODIA MUSEUM’.)

Seta: Sounds like my kind of place to look.

Kikuchi: Well then, you won’t mind if we send you out to play the game then.

Seta: Ha, ha, bery funny.

(The team sort out everything and head to the evidence room and for the day is over with…for now.)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

(It’s the evening conference and after their quick talk today, they begin discussions with Michiru and her plans to kill Mimi…although hacker genius Kikuchi doesn’t feel the evidence is as concrete as it seems.)

Kikuchi: If Bulleta didn’t receive the contract by hand, it could have been a hacking job into Michiru’s account or something. After all, if Seto can do it, there is no reason why someone else won’t have the ability to do it either.

Bean: We’ve got the contract in evidence room, isn’t that proof enough?

Misao: Well…Bulleta as you said didn’t get the contract in person, so we don’t know for sure that Michiru sent it.

Videl: Which is why we need to talk to her ASAP…See, if we can find out who has access to her account, and see if anyone can plant any details inside her account…

(The team now move to another point, one that has been bamboozling them, the killer’s lair, as Anna brings in a theory that she and Misao went over in the van (SEE INSIDE HQ))

Anna: With the hangman’s rope, and the metal parts on the floor, if we presume that what happened was this Eimi getting hanged by we presume the killer…what does that mean about the message?

Videl: That Azile thing?

Kikuchi: I don’t get it.

Misao: Um…well, if Eimi was the one who did the message…

Videl: Maybe a serial number or a code?

Anna: Yes…but I feel that ‘AZILE’ isn’t the code.

Videl: Huh?

Anna: You see we only just realised on the way back from Bulleta’s. If she was hanging upside down to write what could have been her last message…

Misao: …then the message would have to be…

Kano: (realising) Upside down!

Misao/Anna: Bingo!

Seta: So…turning that around…that makes it 3-7-1-2-V. So it wasn’t a meaningless word after all.

Bean: Yeah, but now we do have a bunch of meaningless letters and numbers. 

(The team sweatdrops)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The team have made a lot of things today, and now the Chief elaborates on how the teams have done this day and gives his input. He greets the team.)

Sam: Good evening!

All: Evening chief!

Sam: Down to you 7 but a detective’s work is never done. Let’s see how you’ve got on today then. Team 1, which is Seta and Kikuchi. You had to travel to the Tachikawa’s today. What did you find there?

Seta: When we arrived…we bumped into Seto Kaiba, and he seemed ready to show the family something, but we stopped him. I took him aside whilst Kikuchi talked to the parents and bodyguard to let us in. Inside was what appeared to be a contract to Bulleta for the assassination of Mimi Tachikawa.

Sam: Who was it from?

Seta: Michiru Kai’oh.

Sam: That was very good. Big evidence and you managed to avoid the family getting wind of it. But we do know something else about that as it linked with Team 2’s inquiry, but we’ll get to that later. What did you think of that evidence Kikuchi?

Kikuchi: As a computer expert myself, I don’t believe it was that simple. That contract could have been planted into Michiru’s files by hackers and printed it off to make it look like she was the one who issued it. As my two beautiful female colleagues found out…

(Anna and Misao blush)

Kikuchi: …the contract was delivered not by hand, hence Michiru still is up in the area if she did send the contract or not.

Sam: Good theories, we’ll keep that in mind. When you managed to gain access to the house, what did you find?

Kikuchi: There was at first, not much other than plenty of evidence of Hotaru and Mimi’s friendship, but as you know, Kano relayed the information to you about the newspaper article involving Mimi Tachikawa winning an idol contest of sorts.  

(A shot of the newspaper article close up reveals slightly more. It is of a pop idol contest in New York where Mimi won the foreign affairs award as a singer. However, the major issue is who sponsored it…)

Kikuchi: It’s the corporation, ‘S ‘n’ G’ that is a focus. Also, the person here seems familiar…must be the eyes.

Sam: You are right. The person in the photo behind is Ryo Tanzaki, a worker/colleague of Andy Bogard as far as we know. His speciality is being a mole, and has worked also for Avalanche. His details of his past thought are unknown, so he is someone we need to somehow get contact with. As for ‘S ‘n’ G’…it stands for Sakizaki and Garcia, bringing suspect Yuri back into the limelight, an overseas company that she must have some input in, along with Garcia. 

Kikuchi: We need to try and get in touch with them.

Sam: Exactly. Now, in line with what was said early, Team 2, Anna and Misao, you went to Bulleta’s. First of all, you defused a situation like a real police officer so well done. Second of all, let’s see what you found, although some of it links with what Seta said already.

Anna: Yes. We found that the contract that Tifa was mumbling about was indeed a contract from Mimi who wanted Akiko out of the way…which we found unusual considering that Akiko isn’t exactly mayoral material.

Misao: With Kikuchi’s point about the contract that Michiru supposedly sent out, we can’t rule out the same thing if Mimi herself didn’t submit the contract herself.

Sam: Good point. Continue.

Anna: Anyway, Bulleta seemed to get increasingly agitated throughout the interview, especially when Seta called and gave us the information they got from Kaiba. 

Misao: We didn’t reveal in either instance where the information came from either.

Anna: Including the key. Bulleta said only Excel could have got it, but if the information is true with the contracts, then possibly if Bulleta is lying, and Michiru could have got the key from contact.

Sam: Yes. Things aren’t clear cut with Bulleta…oh, that reminds me…never take you on when you’re not in the mood Anna.

(Anna gets all embarrassed as Misao giggles.)

Sam: Because of her attempted attack of a DI and her alleged role in the assassination, Bulleta has been arrested and taken to jail. She will remain there until some conclusive proof shows that she wasn’t involved, unlike with Excel, this is very serious so we are not taking any chances, especially if Bulleta is the murderer of Excel, Mimi or both.

(The team nod)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 3, Bean and Videl…Seems like you missed out on all the fun!

Bean: (shrugs) Looks that way.

Sam: Your line of inquiry was to interview another slippery customer, Akito Hayama. What did you find?

Videl: To be honest, we didn’t get much out of Hayama. He seems very secretive and doesn’t like to talk. We confronted him on the lie that he saw Andy, but all he says was that he was tired and may have just imagined him. But before we could get anything else, Andy came barging in and took Hayama away and locked the door. He wasn’t happy with us to say the least.

Sam: Is that it?

Bean: Pretty much.

Sam: Could you have got more from him if Andy wasn’t there? Someone else where you wouldn’t have been disturbed?

(Bean and Videl are quiet.)

Sam: Basic rule of training. Separate suspects at all times. If Andy was near the area, what was to stop him from eavesdropping on your inquiry? As soon as you saw him, you should have stood up, took Hayama with you, and go somewhere else, outside the fields, in the van, to a local café, anywhere but there! You messed up and got pretty much nothing out of him!

(Bean and Videl have goofed up, big time. They got little out of Hayama, let a suspect overhear them and forgot basic training. Videl in particular seems upset.)

Sam: This is a lesson to never forget things. Whether difficult or easy, small or large, you must remember everything that goes on, and respond to it. You’ve had these sorts of inquiries before and you’ve done them before, so why forget now? It should be like riding a bike!

(A pause)

Sam: What do you have to say?

Videl: S-sorry Chief.

Bean: Yeah. We screwed up. Sorry.

Sam: Sorry doesn’t cut it, I’m afraid. We may have missed potential information here and let another suspect get wind of what was going on. All I hope is that you learn from your mistakes and don’t do it again, starting tomorrow. 

(Another pause)

Sam: Remember, this killer is still at large, and he or she is still in Macaba. We’ve seen how vicious this person is, so we need to catch him or her…fast. And you don’t want to be on the receiving end of the killer’s wrath when two of you play the killer’s game tomorrow. Keep that in mind.

(The Chief ends the conference and leaves. Videl and Bean sigh.)

Videl: Damn it…

(Although Videl and Bean aren’t flavour of the month with the Chief (or each other), the group have discovered a couple of breakthroughs…)

·        Learning that Michiru may have hired a contract to kill Mimi, this puts both her and Bulleta in deep suspicion, especially after Bulleta tried to attack investigators. Bulleta is now in prison, although she confirms the contract she refused to work because it involved her friend, Akiko.

·        Mimi won a shady contest where fixing was alleged. It was sponsored by the company which Yuri is involved with, bringing her back into the fray, as well as Andy as it was a friend, Ryo Tanzaki, who is part of Terry’s group in the USA, as well as Robert and Barrett possibly.

*   *   *   *

9.00am – DAY 2 (DAY 12 OF THE INVESTIGATION)

(Today is a special day for the town of Macaba. It’s the annual Founders’ Day festival when 74 years ago, the town was founded by Mimi’s descendant, Aaron Tachikawa…or so it’s said. On this day, Sam Lockhart has an interesting assignment for the teams.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Today marks a special day for Macaba, as the annual festival is happening tonight. Now, I’m sure many of the suspects will be there for tonight, so we’ll be doing two lines of inquiry, this morning’s and tonight’s. So, we are heading for a double whammy today. First of all: Michiru Kai’oh. Now we know what we know we ‘need to investigate her. We also need to know about Yuri Sakizaki, and what the deal is with the company’s involvement with Mimi and this Idol business. As insignificant as it seems, she is a prime suspect still for the murder. Finally, I want one team to go find out more of this finding on Macaba. As the founder was a Tachikawa, this brings today’s festival into a more interesting doubt. So, time for the three teams to do your stuff.

(Kano sorts them out. Seta and Kikuchi gets to go to Michiru’s place, Anna and Misao interview Yuri, whilst Bean and Videl have to go to the WB Library, and search for things involving the founding of Macaba, for today’s events. They have to be ready for future ideas though, as they will be heading out tonight for different inquiries during the festival itself.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 

10.14am – MICHIRU’S MANSION

(This is a tough test for the two guys Seta and Kikuchi to deal with. They have evidence that suggest that Michiru hired Bulleta to kill Mimi. BUT considering the way the evidence was collected, they know it’s not 100% authentic. So they have to somehow deal with the problem in hand.)

Seta: O.K, you ready?

Kikuchi: As ever as I will be.

Seta: Let’s go.

(As they approach the mansion, they can see two people sitting outside the mansion. A close up reveals it to be Michiru’s ‘daughter’ Hotaru, and Andy Bogard. The two seem quietly talking, but as soon as Andy sees the investigators, he stands up in an intimidating look. Neither Seta or Kikuchi however seem intimidated.)

Andy: Another couple of goons huh?

Hotaru: Andy-oniichan, please…

Kikuchi: We understand how you may feel about us Mr. Bogard, but we do need to talk to Michiru quite urgently, so please…

Andy: Leave Hotaru out of this! She’s got nothing to do with what happened!

Seta: Please sir, we are just…

Michiru: That’s enough Andy.

(Michiru has now entered the scene, with a violin in her hands, and an elegant purple dress flowing around her. Michiru’s is like a picturesque beauty as the wind flows through her hair as Kikuchi certainly seems captivated, Seta just smiles as he always does.)

Michiru: We all know that what happened could revolve around Hotaru, why bother denying it? And they are just doing their job, so we can’t begrudge them. They want to get to the end of it as much as we do.

Andy: But…but…

Michiru: (smiling) Gentlemen, if you don’t mind, I believe there are things we must discuss. 

Kikuchi: Yes, we totally agree.

(Michiru allows Seta and Kikuchi to enter the house. Andy is about to follow them, but Michiru stops him and shakes her head sternly. Andy is hesitant, but it is Hotaru’s gentle tugging of his arm which finally forces him to remain outside.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – 10.20am

SAKIZAKI MANSION/DOJO

(Meanwhile, at his place, Anna and Misao are about to have a similar problem…)

Yuri: (shouting) You know how suspicious it makes you look?

Hayama: ….Sorry.

Yuri: (sighs) That’s as close as an apology I’m getting out of you isn’t it?

Hayama: ….

Yuri: I knew it.

(Anna and Misao walk on this little talk, and Yuri spots them quickly and sighs.)

Yuri: Speak of the devil…at least it isn’t the two from yesterday. What now?

Misao: (bowing) Um, we apologise for what happened yesterday on behalf of our colleagues, but we now need to speak to you, Miss Sakizaki.

Yuri: Me?

Anna: Yes…it’s very important that we speak to you Miss Sakizaki.

Yuri: I guess…but what about?

Misao: We’ll talk…alone if you please…

Yuri: (sighs) Sure. Hayama, make like a tree and leaf…

(Hayama gives a cold glare (who to, we don’t know…but he does…of course, he cops a feel off Anna on the way out who is instantly scared…)

*   *   *   * 

10.30am – TEAM 3

WB LIBRARY

(Time for a learning experience as Bean, not particularly used to libraries (unless they happen to be in his way) and whilst Videl is more used to studying, this event is a bit packed of information.)

Bean: I’ve never used a computer in my life.

Videl: Then take the shelves. Ask the receptionist on everything you can about today’s event and the founding of Macaba, I’ll get typing.

Bean: Yes ma’am.

(Videl sighs as the big lug heads to charm/intimidate the receptionist, as she gets typing and seeing what there is to see on the Internet.)

Videl: Not like I’m used to computer either, but at least my hands aren’t big enough to crush boulders…

*   *   *   *

MICHIRU’S MANSION

(Michiru has invited the two men inside, as Andy has pretty much been barred from ringside so to speak. Inside still though is Haruka, and after Team 3’s disaster yesterday, Kikuchi and Seta are being extra careful on the interview.)

(Shot as Seta is watching around the corners as Kikuchi begins the interview.)

Michiru: You don’t need to do that. Haruka-san is outside fixing her wheels…or so to speak.

Kikuchi: I know…but things…we just are being extra careful that’s all Miss Kai’oh.

Michiru: Very well.

Kikuchi: Now….

(You know what’s next…)

HIDDEN TEST (1): Learn if Seto Kaiba’s info could be valid…WITHOUT revealing extent of information to Michiru.

Kikuchi: We have information recently about something which could, and I’m only stating this, could, link you back with the crime I’m afraid. And I said link, not commit.

Michiru: Oh…my. What do you mean?

Kikuchi: We believe he has a connection with a suspect who has been well documented by the press recently, Bulleta, but for some reason, your name was mentioned within this as well. Can we ask why?

(Michiru is quiet. She then suddenly smiles.)

Michiru: Yoshito-san, I don’t see what the problem is. My name is always going to be mentioned. After all, I have a link and I don’t see why I should be worried. I’m innocent and always will be.

Kikuchi: I certainly don’t doubt that Miss Kai’oh. However, we have to be exact in all of our inquiries, so I’m thankful for your time and effort.

Michiru: Not a problem.

Seta: Miss Kai’oh?

Michiru: Yes?

Seta: You have a laptop?

Michiru: (nods) Yes.

Seta: Would it be a problem if we took it from you? To see if there is information in there which can clear your name?

(Kikuchi looks and realises what Seta is trying to do and nods.)

Kikuchi: Yes. If we can find e-mail accounts of you on the day in question, we can clear you.

Michiru: (looking a bit wary) For that? 

Seta: We promise not to meddle in anything important.

Michiru: Well…some things in there are rather…confidential…

Kikuchi: Don’t worry miss. I’m a computer expert and refuse to let any of my friends and fellow detectives look at anything other than what we need. I’ll be the only one to look if you wish to make sure that no-one else knows if that is what you are worried about.

(Michiru hesitates…but then gives in.)

Michiru: O.K…I’ll let you do that…if you do me a favour today.

Kikuchi: A favour? What is it?

Michiru: Tonight, can you return it for me? I’m going to be at the festival tonight so can you meet me with the laptop back?

Seta: Of course.

Michiru: Well…actually…do you mind if you can ask…that…well…that girl, what’s her name? 

Kikuchi: Girl?

Michiru: She’s a detective, Hotaru likes her a lot.

Seta: Oh, Anna. I mean…Miss Reispegi.

Michiru: (nods) Is she still here?

Kikuchi: Yes, she’s currently working with Miss Amano.

Michiru: Right. Can you ask them to come and meet myself, Hotaru and Haruka at the takoyaki stands at 8 pm tonight? We will continue this conversation with them, because if Hotaru is with us, she needs to be comfortable. (Sighs) She’s really feeling it hard you know…

Seta: I understand Miss Kai’oh. I have an adopted daughter as well.

Michiru: (surprisingly interested) Really?

Seta: Yes. I’d love to talk, but we’d better head back to HQ. Thank you for your time.

Michiru: Not a problem. Glad to be of help.

Kikuchi: We’ll get the girls to bring it to you tonight at the festival, not a problem. 

Michiru: Thank you.

(The two detectives head out, with a prize, the laptop, as Andy gives them a glare as they depart.)

Andy: You better solve this soon…

*   *   *   *

SAKIZAKI MANSION

(Yuri has led the detectives to her room, where she has made sure prying eyes don’t see it. We can see that despite her elite status as a child martial and literary arts prodigy, she’s still a teenage girl at heart, although Misao instantly sees the Athena posters up, remembering the clue from the newspaper article, but keeps quiet for the moment.)

Anna: Miss Sakizaki, we are sorry to bother you, but we have information we need to get from you involving the…unpleasantness still lingering around the town.

Yuri: Fire away.

HIDDEN TEST (1) – Get information known and confirm it with Yuri. Notice the clue nearby.

Anna: We have now established a link between yourself and Andy along with another person, Tifa Lockhart, with recent goings on in America with the Tachikawas. Miss Sakizaki, we believe you are also a part of the business with Robert Garcia, ‘S ‘n’ G’, is that correct?

Yuri: (nodding) Yes…what of it?

Anna: Do the Tachikawa’s have anything to do with that or have had anything to do with that?

Yuri: (shrugs) I don’t know. Robert’s a close friend of mine and we speak often, but he handles things over there and I do that over here, I rarely hear anything that has happened to do with him other than by phone. The problem with Andy’s brother, I heard that from Mai, the girl I talked to…remember, the night before…you know what…

(They nod, but they also know that Yuri could be lying. She could have involvement with it, because the talent contest was based on the Asian collusion rather than the American, and the fact that Yuri seems to be a big Athena fan suggests she could be misleading the truth…so…)

Misao: You like Athena?

Yuri: (smiles) Oh yes, the ‘Psycho Soldier’ Athena-chan! She’s a kick-ass fighter, but she looks good and sings well too. She’s the total package…

(Yuri points at her album stock, about half of them are Athena albums. She chuckles.)

Yuri: Sorry, you might say I’m a bit of an Athena fangirl.

Anna: It’s O.K…so you said about talking to Robert and Mai? When was the last time you did that?

Yuri: Oh geez…I haven’t spoken to Mai ever since the day before the murder…and Robert…well, I talked to him about 2 days ago, and he commented about the Barrett situation, that the Tachikawas’ assaults on his home town Corel had increased because of what happened to Mimi, in case Tifa has something to do with it.

(As they do so, Misao looks at the desktop and interrupts the conversation…)

Misao: What’s on this disc here?

(Yuri ‘eeps’ as Misao points to a floppy disc with the label ‘CONVERSATIONS’ on it.)

Yuri: Ah…that’s a disc with some of the conversations I’ve had in the past few weeks. I keep a hold of all my business contacts that I get around Japan and from the USA, a few phone conversations are on there as well…

Misao: Do you mind if we take this? It could help clear you…

Yuri: Really? Well…I guess…but I want it back you know. (Snaps her fingers) Hey, are you going to the festival tonight?

Anna: Er…we might but…

Yuri: Great! I can talk to you there and you can give me the disk back then as long as you’ve finished with it!

Misao: That…should be O.K…

Yuri: I know! I’ll get you into the festival in a stand, you can look for evidence all you want there as two cute sales girls! 

(Misao and Anna sweatdrop…)

Yuri: I’ll sort it out don’t worry! I’m helping sponsor this thing after all now that Mimi…er…well…yanno…

(The two girls nod as Yuri goes into ‘Tomoyo’ mode as the two seem to have formed that bead of sweat permanently on the back of their heads.)

*   *   *   *

WB LIBRARY (TEAM 3)

(…but elsewhere, the other team may have found another reason why Michiru was a solid focus…)

Videl: Look at this.

Bean: Not until you look at this!

(The two have grabbed historical documents for Macaba, including families trees, suitable dates and a lot of help, but they are getting a number of different stories…the majority cover the fact that the towns founder, Acabam Tachikawa, had came and turned the land into a small forestry town before it’s continuing expansion…but both have come across two new ideas…)

Videl: In the web page, ‘SECRETS AND LIES OF MACABA’, the big fact is that the fact that the founder of Macaba was in fact someone named Hatoko Kobakoh, but the land was invaded by the Tachikawa founder, and forced the woman who was using it as a woodland protection area out.

Bean: So?

Videl: So? It concludes to say that ‘current mayoral candidate…’ guess it hasn’t been updated in a while, Michiru Kai’oh is said to be the last living blood relative of this young lady, who died after being poisoned. Suspicion of the poisoning is uncertain even to this day…

Bean: …but we can tell can’t we who they suspect?

Videl: And you?

Bean: Check this out.

(Bean opens a page in the book The Hidden Secrets and Myths of Macaba, going even further back in time. It looks on a being known as ‘THE BLOOD MAN’, a man whose face was scarred and most of it looking like pulp and blood, as the first mystery inhabitant of Macaba. He was seen to have been killed by the ‘heroic’ Acabam Tachikawa, who decided to make the land his own and work his life in the world and his ideas. But the big story is…)

Bean: …the Blood Man was said to have been the father of a young woman who was part of the tribe which Tachikawa brought along, named Izumi Hirazi. Izumi, learning of the death of who could have been claimed as the truth founder of Macaba, turned on Tachikawa and nearly killed him. 

Videl: You don’t think a repeat killing was in order?

Bean: Well, is there anyone who is a descendant or a link to this Izumi Hirazi?

Videl: I don’t know…*cracks knuckles*…but I’m going to find out.

(Bean goes to the receptionist and sees if she knows, whilst Videl goes into surf mode. She goes into surf engine and types in Izumi Hirazi. She eventually finds a useful family tree page.)

Videl: Well, these are all rumours…that doesn’t help…besides, if we’ve got two different stories, three if the Tachikawa one holds water, then I don’t know why…huh?

(A link onto Izumi Hirazi goes through into current bloodline. But when it comes to the nearest years…it’s mysteriously blank.)

(…and then the computer crashes.)

Videl: What the?

Receptionist: Hey, what happened?

Videl: Damn! Someone obviously didn’t want us to see that…

Bean: Maybe…so both stories are true.

Videl: Huh?

Bean: Maybe they BOTH link with Michiru. *sighs* Dammit…

Videl: Why?

Bean: She was the one person I didn’t want to be the killer…but she’s suddenly gone way up on the killer’s meter.

(The team are a bit more clued in onto the historical events on Macaba, and with the information collected by Teams 1 and 2 it’s time to head back to HQ for a study session.)

*   *   *   *

3.00pm

(On the computer, the lead investigator Kano is analyzing what they have as Anna watches and Kikuchi uses the laptop they got.)

Kano: With what Videl and Bean said, I do think that this killer probably has a link to what crashed in the library, but it seems too easy to fit in as Michiru.

Kikuchi: Maybe that’s what the killer wants to think I’ll always been a bit suspicious about her to be honest.

(Kikuchi goes into Michiru’s account and begins to search like an expert for the contract info that Seto Kaiba gave to them.)

Kikuchi: Like finding a needle in a haystack…

(As Kikuchi does this, Kano searches the disc that Anna and Misao found. She then gets to a particular interesting bit…especially as Misao then joins the girls, and remembers something from an earlier inquiry…)

Kano: So we have here, dated 29th July…

Anna: The day before the murder…

Kano: (nods) And she mentioned here that she had an internet chat with Mai Shiranui right? At…4.00am?

Anna: Her time perhaps?

Misao: But…she was in America right?

Kano: Yes…

(They gasp)

Kano: …time differences!

Misao: Seta said that Yuri claimed she was a late worker…but wouldn’t the time differences between Japan and America…

Anna: Solar Mean Time would be…about 14 hrs.

Kano: Solar?

Anna: Sorry, our version of time…but it’s pretty similar I think here. 

Kano: So in actual fact, Mai was working around 2.00-2.30pm…Interesting. If Mai was a ‘late worker’ then Yuri could have talked to her roughly an hour before the murder.

(The girls have found something interesting then…did Yuri lie to them? Meanwhile, Kikuchi is also striking gold…)

Kikuchi: Hey, look at this.

(Shot as Seta and Videl head over to the boy genius as he’s opened a file towards Michiru’s e-mail accounts. There ISN’T a file referring to the dreaded contract…but something else has caught Kikuchi and Seta’s interest.)

Kikuchi: O.K…what’s this about?

(The e-mail Kikuchi is referring to has been sent by Guile, and it reads as follows.)

‘Michiru…things have really gone to pot ever since that day. I don’t know what has happened but with all this crap involving the feuding families…no offence…I needed to get away from it all, especially with those investigators around. 

Speaking of which, Akiko seems to be on more edge than ever. Not surprising, but she’s pumped up the security…a lot. Arisa and Kyoko are still keeping in touch, but it’s become less and less, I think these investigators are really making things impossible…

Anyway, the night of the fake festival, I’ll be at the graveyard. Meet me there if possible. If not, no matter…I’ve got something to do there anyway.

Best wishes,

Colonel William F. Guile, USAF

P.S: Your secret is safe with me.’

*   *   *   *

Kikuchi: Wonder what that last line is on about?

Kano: Maybe he knows…

Videl: Whatever. We need to intercept him.

Anna: But aren’t we supposed to meet Michiru to return the laptop? (Embarrassed) BTW, thanks for nominating us…

Seta: What can I say? Hotaru kinda is impossible to say no to…

(The teams have made a couple of breakthroughs, as Yuri and Michiru come into more suspicion. They will see them both tonight at the festival…but there is more to come.)

*   *   *   *

5.30PM

(With the festival starting at 6.00pm, the Chief has called an emergency conference based on the information the teams gathered today.)

Sam: Good afternoon everyone.

All: Afternoon Chief.

Sam: Right. Big game’s coming up…The festival is tonight, but it seems that we’ve got a few more things to get through as well. From the computer information we’ve got, Michiru is apparently going to meet Guile at the graveyard, but we are also going to see her tonight to return the computer…but we got the information we needed. It’s interesting that Seto Kaiba got the contract apparently from Michiru…but now it’s missing. Did she wipe it? Did someone somehow hack into her system and put the contract there? If that’s the case, how did Bulleta get a copy? These are questions we need to know. So!

Sam: Team 1, Seta and Kikuchi. You are going to keep watch in the graveyard area. Guile didn’t mention a time but we need you two to remain there, and keep contact with Teams 2 and 3, who I will get to in a minute. If you can get Guile on his own, confront him. He has been avoiding us and we need to know why. What you found may be a reason for so.

(Team 1 will go to the graveyard to confront Guile (and possibly Michiru))

Sam: Now Team 2. You have been invited by Yuri Sakizaki and Michiru Kai’oh to the festival. Your task is to remain undercover whilst being in the stand that Yuri has set out for you. Make sure no-one notices you are doing your job so they’ll get suspicious, but you still need to relate to both teams when things happen. Be careful.

(Team 2 will be incognito at the festival, making sure no-one catches wind of what they are doing.)

Sam: Team 3…you will be also staking out the festival, but undercover in a different way. You, like Team 1, will be hiding out at the festival. There is a lake nearby where the fireworks are used, but there are plenty of hiding places, including a tree house where you can watch what goes on up there. Keep your eye on anything coming around, but don’t get caught.

(Team 3 will be surveillance watching. Look for suspicion, and avoid getting caught.)

Sam: This will be very tricky, so we are making sure all three teams are going to get suited up. So we’ve got some helpers out for you…

*   *   *   *

(Teams 1 and 3 are both fitted by Taro once again, with wire connections and walkie-talkies with radio communication with all three teams. Taro of course, tries to chat up Videl…and he realises he’s failed after he peels himself off the wall…)

Taro: Geez…you guys are rough…I like it!!

(Videl’s glare however is pretty much enough to paralyse Taro for the moment.)

Kikuchi: Right, we have to whisper everything. 

Seta: It’s not good weather either.

Kikuchi: Yeah, gonna be a wet for a few hours.

Bean: Something tells me I won’t be able to fit the tree house…

(However Team 2 have a different type of fitting…)

Misao: (off screen) Kawaii…!!

Anna: (off screen) I’ve never worn one of these before…but it feels nice…

????: (different female voice) Well, you two look very beautiful in them. I hope it makes with your appeal.

Misao/Anna: It does. Thank you very much.

(Out come the three girls. The unknown girl is Aoi Sakuraba (Ai Yori Aoshi), kimono expert and part of the prestigious Sakuraba family business.)

(And Misao and Anna are sampling some of her merchandise…much to their embarrassment. Both of them are wearing pink kimonos with a flowery design.)

Anna: It’s nice Sakuraba-san…but it’s….

Aoi: (nods) In male company. I understand.

(Too late, as Kikuchi, Bean and Seta have caught a glance…and Taro as well…)

Seta: Very sophisticated ladies.

Kikuchi: Well, very beautiful as well.

Bean: Misao is so cute like that…and Anna looks like a regal princess.

Anna: Oh, geez…(blushes)

Taro: Well now…

(Videl grabs him by the scruff of the neck)

Videl: All right, show’s over…time to exeunt, stage left…

(Right, now we’ve done the extreme beating stuff…let’s move on to the actually line of inquiry.)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

(Teams 2 and 3 (in separate vans) sort out their communications. (In Team’s 2 case both are hidden in the kimono’s sleeves. Fortunately Kikuchi hooked them rather than Taro…^_^) Whilst Misao and Anna will be working in a stand when they arrive, Team 3 will park in the lake area where Bean will we working from inside the van and Videl will be in the tree house keeping an eye on things.)

(Team 2 will make the deliveries, meeting both Yuri and Michiru. In the meantime, Team 1 head off to the graveyard and await a possible meeting between Guile and Michiru.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2

(No sooner have Anna and Misao escaped the entrance, Yuri is there and spotted them like a guiding missile.)

Yuri: Ah, you made it, just in time! Come on, I sorted out a stand for you…

(Yuri eyes them more closely.)

Yuri: Wow, you did bring my stuff back…I guess the rumours of the investigators are false in some way…and you dressed the part as well…cute!

(Yuri herself has a nice formal kimono in purple herself, as she leads the two rather embarrassed detectives into the main gulf of the festival.)

Anna: So…what will we be doing?

Yuri: Can you make takoyaki?

(Anna nods)

Yuri: Perfect.

(They head to an empty stand, where coincidently, Michiru, Haruka and Hotaru are all waiting. Also there are Hayama and Andy. The two boys are in yukatas, Hayama in a grey one, Andy in a brown one. The three girls, Haruka is in a white kimono with a lily design, Michiru looks extravagant in a shimmering water-blue one, whilst Hotaru is simply adorable in her white flower one. Hotaru’s eyes light up on seeing Anna.)

Hotaru: Miss Reispegi!!!

Anna: (bows) Good to see you again Miss Tomoe.

Haruka: So are you two off duty?

Misao: (nods) We’re just here to see the sights and sounds, although Miss Sakizaki kinda pulled us into to helping a bit…

(Hotaru notices Misao, the first time the two have met.)

Hotaru: Um…hello there…

Misao: (shy) Uh…hi.

Michiru: Aw…how sweet.

Misao: I’m Misao Amano.

Hotaru: Hotaru Tomoe…nice to meet you!

(Hotaru and Misao shake hands and begin to talk, although both are quite shy. Anna talks to the more adults members…)

Andy: You are here just for fun aren’t you? See…girl investigators are much less trouble than men!

Anna: (blushes) Er…right…

(Anna hands Michiru her computer back.)

Michiru: Was it any help to you?

Anna: Oh I’m not here to talk about that now, let’s just see what this is about…

Yuri: Come on then girls, let me get you into the swing of things! Oh, and watch out for Hayama…

Anna: (shudders) I know…

(Shot of Hayama in cheetah guise (two spotted ears and a tail have sprouted somehow on him) as meanwhile…)

(TEAM 3)

(As the girls get prepped up, Bean and Videl head to an isolated area. Bean remains in the van, and gets his communications ready with all three teams. Videl meanwhile, sneaks off. Using her DBZ abilities, she zooms to the tree house area and super jumps/flies into the tree house.)

Videl: Bean, you got me?

Bean: Sadly yes, but I can hear you as well.

Videl: (sighs) No time for this crap now…

Bean: Keep it down remember?

Videl: Oh shoot…

(Fortunately, no-one is in the area. Videl gets two more pieces of equipment she’s got, a telescope and some binoculars. The higher she gets the better she sees. Radio communications with Team 2 are the key here, as whilst she has some view of the festival, she can’t see who is who, and needs their help.)

TEAM 2 HT: Keep people informed without getting caught.

TEAM 3 HT: Hear communications and watch people that come around.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 - GRAVEYARD

(Meanwhile, a nice windy day with a spot of rain is just NOT what Kikuchi and Seta wanted.)

Seta: A church, a graveyard…and bad weather. Not a good combination.

Kikuchi: Let’s just find somewhere to hide, break out a flask, and pretend to get comfy until we hear of anything that happens.

Seta: Right.

(The two take refuge under an old tree. The darkness helps cover their bodies, as they try to keep warm.)

TEAM 1 HT: Patience is a virtue. Keep communications are clear and know what is happening.

*   *   *   * 

(Although it’s a team effort, they still have to individually complete their tasks. Some might find it more so than others…)

Bean: Geez…I’m too big for even this van…

Videl: Keep quiet! I can hear you from here!

Bean: Yeah, yeah…I can hear you.

(Videl sighs as she looks on from a distance. She tries to spot where Anna and Misao are, but can’t get a good lock on them yet. At the takoyaki stand, it seems Hotaru has taken the place as a third seller as Michiru seems to have let the girl hang with her new friend Misao Amano. However, they’ve still got what to do, and with Hotaru being there, it makes things more difficult…maybe exactly what Michiru was planning.)

Anna: Can you count that for me Hotaru-chan?

Hotaru: That’s…yep, that’s 150 yen sir.

Man: Thank you! 

Hotaru: And another sale…

Misao: Is there a reason why we’re so popular here?

Anna: I’d rather not get into that…

(Anna and Misao are kinda stuck at the moment, so it needs a spur of the moment plan…)

Anna: Excuse me, gotta go to the bathroom…

(I never said it had to be a smart plan…)

(As Anna goes behind the room, she walks up and quickly scans the area. She notices that Andy and Hayama are on their own, moving around suspiciously.)

Anna: Interesting. (whispers)…hear me?

Videl: 10-4. What’s going on?

Anna: Andy and Hayama have separated from Yuri and seem to be splitting up. We are trying to be careful though as Hotaru is with us…I think Michiru is being very careful…

Videl: Smart girl. Keep us informed.

Anna: Roger.

(Anna gets away from it, but has to return to the stand as to avoid suspicion.)

*   *   *   *

TAKIYOKI STAND/GRAVEYARD

Hotaru: I better find ‘mom’, she won’t want me playing games all day…mind if I leave Misao-chan?

Misao: (nods) Nice to meet you!

Hotaru: See you again?

Misao: Mmmm!

(Hotaru waves goodbye. Haruka appears out of nowhere, and nods and takes Hotaru’s hand. The two wave together and Misao waves back. Misao smiles and serves another customer. As she finishes, Misao bends down and informs Kikuchi and Seta something…)

*   *   *   *

Seta: …so Michiru wasn’t with them?

Misao: She could be on her way…

Kikuchi: O.K, be careful over there Misao.

Misao: H-hai…

(The communication cuts off as Kikuchi and Seta resume their waiting. What’s worse…it begins to rain.)

Seta: Ah…this isn’t so bad.

Kikuchi: Try saying that in half an hour and we begin to sneeze…

(Seta and Kikuchi…boy it’s going to be a long night…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3

(Meanwhile, Videl is trying to keep a lookout, but it’s hard when you’re trying to avoid being seen as well. And worse…someone is coming her way…Hayama.)

Videl: Hmmm?

(Hayama is heading towards the lake, and doesn’t notice Videl in the tree house or the van being suspicious…he takes a quick look around…and throws something into the lake. He then heads back, as Videl looks confused.)

Videl: So he and Andy separated…Yosha!

(Videl leaves her post and realises she gotta dive in. She sighs and slides in, trying to avoid much splash. But there is one problem…she left the walkie-talkie in her pocket. And it’s NOT waterproof.)

Bean: What the hell is she doing? (On w/t) Videl!

(No response other than static…)

Bean: Are you sure this isn’t the Mole?

*   *   *   *

Anna: …so why are you like that Amawa-san?

(Meanwhile, Anna and Misao have caught up with another old suspect, Hibiki Amawa. Except…it’s not the male version they’ve seen up till now. He’s got his hair long (usually tied) and it’s spray dyed green. He’s wearing a flowered kimono like the one he wore to his forced omai (don’t ask) and seems to fit into the role as a woman quite well…although Anna is a bit freaked…although we’ll ignore any references to the OVA of Battle Athletes…^_^)

Hibiki: (female voice: voice changer on his throat) It’s kind of my double-life that I’m forced to exist. Also, with people knowing of my arrest, it kinda gets incognito for me. 

Misao: Well, here you go Mr…I mean Miss…I mean…

Hibiki: (chuckles) Just Hibiki will do for me young lady. Now, I’m going to sit by the lake for a while…I need to be alone…

(Alarm bells ring in the brains of the two girls…)

Anna: R-right…O.K.

(Hibiki bids them farewell. As soon as he’s out of earshot and a good surveillance search, Anna quickly informs Team 3…)

Anna: Videl? Bean? Either of you there…

Bean: I’m here…but something wrong with Videl’s com…

Anna: Videl’s com?

Bean: Never mind, what’s wrong?

Anna: Amawa is heading over there, Hibiki Amawa, and he’s dressed as a woman. See if you can talk to him…er…her…whatever!

Bean: As a woman you say? Hold on…what’s he/she like?

Anna: Long green hair, hair down, purple kimono with red butterflies, pink flowers and pale blue dots on it. 

Bean: But I can’t get out of here remember?

Anna: Oh…

Bean: Damn Videl…oh she’s getting out…

Anna: Huh?

Bean: She went into the lake. That kid Hayama came around and dumped something and then trailed off like a bat outta hell…

Anna: O.K, thank you.

(They cut as Misao gives the thumbs up. No-one was around. Just as well…)

(…but…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – GRAVEYARD

Kikuchi: He’s here…

(Seta and Kikuchi see that Guile has arrived, but stops at a particular grave. And Kikuchi knows for a fact it isn’t Mimi’s.)

Kikuchi: What’s he doing?

Seta: Shall we wait?

Kikuchi: If Michiru comes here, it would be bad. Let’s wait for a bit more and if he’s starts to leave, we’ll come out.

Seta: Right.

(They observe Guile, who puts a set of dog tags on the grave. He begins to speak to the grave, but it’s so quiet, the team don’t seem to understand what he’s trying to say.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 3

(Videl is dripping wet but back in the tree house. She has recovered what Hayama has dumped…and it appears to be shredded pieces of paper inside a water tight bag.)

Videl: That will take a while to dry…huh?

(She finally realises what she has done with the walkie-talkie.)

Videl: Damn…but I think I did what I was supposed to do.

(Bean is trying to make signals to Videl, as leaving his post seems to be a way of thinking he’ll fail if he does so. Videl notices the slight banging…but takes it the wrong way.)

Videl: (seething) Shut up you idiot, someone will notice!

(As she groans, Hibiki heads up to the lake and posts his butt on the bottom of the tree. Videl sees ‘her’ but is a bit confused.)

Videl: Who is that? No-one to the case…

TEAM 2

Anna: I don’t see anyone around here…

Misao: Do you want to make another search?

Anna: I’d better not…we aren’t detective here remember?

Misao: O.K…

TEAM 3

Videl: I can’t step out and let her know I’m here. Don’t know who she is, but…

(Hibiki stretches and sighs…)

Hibiki: I needed to get away from all that…

Suddenly…someone fast and white shoots across from the bushes on the opposite side…

(Something hits Hibiki in the face and he clutches widely.)

Videl: What the…

(Bean is the first to see it and gasps…)

Bean: Shit!

(The transmission is heard by Anna (and Misao…who is obviously not as well heard in the art of Bean-glish, but Anna responds.)

Anna: Bean, what the…

Bean: Hibiki…he’s been…oh god….

(Shot of Hibiki Amawa as an arrow is protruding out of his head. He seems to be in shock, as he feels above, and clutches the arrow, wondering how it got there.)

(And then drops dead.)

Videl: NOOOOOOO! 

Bean: (gets out of the van) Dammit!

Videl: Bean, what the hell?

Bean: That was Hibiki Amawa you idiot! He’s dead…dead!

Videl: Why didn’t you warn me that’s who it was?

Bean: Because I couldn’t get out, I wasn’t allowed remember!

Videl: I think this was a situation which could have afforded it!

Bean: I didn’t know he was going to be shot…besides you were the one who broke the walkie-talkie!

Videl: Why you…

Anna: THIS IS NO TIME FOR BICKERING! DON’T YOU REALISE THE KILLER IS STILL OUT THERE?

Misao: (a bit nervous but still able to hold a sentence) GET OUT OF THERE AND CALL HQ!

Bean: Damn, they’re right. Forget about this, Videl. Let’s just clear up…shit, we’re gonna fail.

TEAM 1

Kikuchi: I see. Thank you. (Shuts off communication) Hibiki Amawa has just been killed. Someone shot an arrow through his skull whilst he was disguised.

Seta: Nuts…

Anna: Wait…Michiru has just emerged…I saw her coming out of a goldfish stand…she isn’t going to go there now…

Seta: Can you see any blood?

Anna: No…not from here…

Seta: Keep us informed. Guile!

(Guile looks up and sees the two figures. He doesn’t recognise either of them completely as they head towards him.)

Guile: Who are you?

Kikuchi: We are of the investigative team, DI Kikuchi is me, and that is DI Noriyasu.

Guile: Oh you guys. I guess you caught up with me eventually. I guess I need to do some explaining…

Seta: As long as you can help us…

Guile: I should be able to. 

*   *   *   *

(TEAM 3 have managed to finally get things under control, and all the suspects there have made it, realising the death of Hibiki Amawa. None of them seem suspicious and Videl sees that none of them have any blood or anything…but then again, if it was from a crossbow, then it may not have needed to.)

(Anna and Misao have still remained anonymous, as they simply watch the ambulance over and put the now deceased body of Hibiki Amawa’s inside the ambulance.)

Andy: Dammit!

(Michiru remains quiet as Hotaru looks stone-faced…)

Hotaru: If he…died…then he didn’t kill Mimi…someone…else…

(Hotaru burrows her head inside Michiru’s embrace. Haruka comes over and makes a glare at Videl and Bean, who look angry and disappointed at the same time. Meanwhile…)

*   *   *   *

Guile: As you may know, the day of the murder, I had logged out, making me look suspicious, earlier. But I had a reason.

(Guile shows the dog tags on the floor)

Guile: These are custom made, sterling silver. They are in memory of my buddy Charlie.

Seta: Charlie?

Guile: An old comrade from the good old days, but…he died rather badly…I did have my revenge but…

Kikuchi: I see.

Guile: I knew that my rubbing off then list would have made you suspicious, and I guess I panicked when I saw you. I was also trying to get slack off Akiko…

Seta: Why her?

Guile: We have a common bond. We both are estrangled from our families…my daughter Amy…her son Ryonusuke…and the way Mimi was working with things, I actually got quite close with her and her friends…except for that Bulleta…

Kikuchi: Understandable.

Guile: Anyway, I left for America for a few days to finish things up here to try and clear our names, and then Michiru gave me a call. She used to be a contender for mayor you know…you do know she was forced out because of the scandal involving Hotaru?

Seta: Is that right?

Guile: Oh yes…the way the adoption came through was legal, no questions, but the Tachikawas forged notes upon their work to make it seems like she had corruptly got custody of Hotaru. Her father is very wealthy you know…

Seta: Is that how Michiru lives in that ma…

Guile: (shakes his head) No, Michiru earned her money. The wealth from Tomoe would have gone straight to Hotaru’s well being, that is a fact. But the bad press and scandal she got made her force to retire from the race to be mayor.

Kikuchi: Thank you.

Guile: And to prove my point…(Fishes something out)…here’s a receipt for the dog tags I made. You can see that it comes at the day of the murder, the time I’m not sure, but you can rectify that with the company if you wish.

(The receipt given by Guile to the two investigators is from ‘Welders and Belders’ somewhere slightly outside Macaba. On the receipt at 1.04pm – 30th July – Purchase – Special Welded Dog Tags – Cost: $130. The two nod and shake hands with the American.)

Kikuchi: Thank you, you’ve been very helpful.

(Guile nods. He leaves as Kikuchi makes a call to Kano…and two other teams are coming back on a bit of disarray…)

*   *   *   *

8.30pm

Kano: So basically…it kinda screwed up then?

Anna: Well…

(Shot of Bean, not exactly happy sitting on the lounge couch)

Bean: What? It was her fault! She dived into the water with the damn com in her pocket!

Videl: Well I got a clue didn’t I?

Bean: Pieces of shredded paper left by a kid…oh great.

Videl: Oh for Christ sake…

Kano: SHUT UP!

(Kano stands up, maintaining authority.)

Kano: Look…whatever happened there, what’s done is done, you can be sorry, angry or whatever, but we can’t change it. Now…I called that place that Kikuchi and Seta got, and they’ve confirmed the payment for the tags, meaning Guile is now cleared.

(All nod)

Kano: Next, unfortunately because of the tragic events, Hibiki Amawa is now cleared as a suspect as well.

(Nod again)

Kano: This leaves…

(Kano points to the whiteboard, leaving the suspect names, Michiru Kai’oh, Akito Hayama, Andy Bogard, Yuri Sakizaki, Lau Mao-Tsing, Tifa Lockhart, Akiko Natsume and Bulleta. These are the remaining suspects in the case.)

Kano: So now, we need to stop bickering and begin thinking of what’s going on…

Misao: We can’t all be like this now, not when the case is slowly coming together. Come on guys…

(Videl sighs)

Videl: Just for the sake of it…

Bean: Yeah.

(The team begin to sift through everything during this emergency evening conference, a tiring night for the team, which is only about to get worse…)

*   *   *   *

10.00pm – CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters the ‘arena’ and boy is he pissed…)

Sam: What you doing out there? 

(Silence)

Sam: WHAT YOU DOING? HIBIKI AMAWA IS DEAD! You could have stopped it, but mistakes were made, errors were shown, and because of it, a suspect and witness has been killed…what do you have to say for yourselves?

(Nothing much, as they are pretty quiet…)

Sam: Well that tells it all really doesn’t it? Up until this point, you had done really well, but a mistake which costs a person a life is not something we can take lightly. (grunts angrily) We’d better continue though. Despite everything, you all had separate inquiries, and I will now pass or fail your efforts.

(The Chief will now pass or fail the teams on their lines of inquiries over the past two days…)

Sam: Team 1. Kikuchi and Seta. On Day 1 of the inquiry, you visited the Tachikawa family, where you also saw two former suspects there. You managed to get some key information involving Michiru, and the possibility that she had a contract to Bulleta to kill Mimi. More on this later…You also managed to find out a key clue involving a company involving Yuri Sakizaki abroad, which involving foul play perhaps in Mimi winning a national singing contest. That was good work. On Day 2, thanks to information from a computer that you got from Michiru, you were able to find information about a supposed meeting between Guile and her. Let’s see what you found.

*   *   *   *

Seta: Is that right?

Guile: Oh yes…the way the adoption came through was legal, no questions, but the Tachikawas forged notes upon their work to make it seems like she had corruptly inherited Tomoe. Her father is very wealthy you know…

Seta: Is that how Michiru lives in that ma…

Guile: (shakes his head) No, Michiru earned her money. The wealth from Tomoe would have gone straight to Hotaru’s well being, that is a fact. But the bad press and scandal she got made her force to retire from the race to be mayor.

Kikuchi: Thank you.

Guile: And to prove my point…(fishes something out)…here’s a receipt for the dog tags I made. You can see that it comes at the day of the murder, the time I’m not sure, but you can rectify that with the company if you wish.

*   *   *   *

Sam: You managed to not only find more motive possibilities for Michiru, but you also found out Guile’s alibi, and managed to clear him. Well done.

(Guile is now cleared.)

Sam: Well done. You kept yourself hidden…you were calm, collective and behaved like detectives should. So Kikuchi and Seta, I’m passing you on your line of inquiry.

(TEAM 1 – Seta/Kikuchi – PASSED – Immune from group vote)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 2, Anna and Misao. On Day 1, you went to Bulleta’s shop, where you had a rather difficult time talking to her. Let’s take a look at what you managed to find out.

*   *   *   *

Anna: …but we need to ask about it. It concerns a contract a day or so before the murder of Mimi. Did someone put a contract on Akiko?

(Bulleta, once the calm and calculated killer, is now a nervous wreck…)

Bulleta: H-how did you know about this?! How? Tell me! Who ratted me out? Sing like the canaries you are!

Misao: Miss Bulleta? Please calm down.

Bulleta: It’s not…well…it’s could be false…and I could say all I want…but…you literally got a hand on the door there Miss Misao.

Misao: Huh? (Looks at her hand, and on a piece of paper she’s holding. She pulls it out.)

Bulleta: That’s the contract.

(Misao and Anna look through it. The writing is distinct, but the signature at the bottom is of an anonymous nature. But…)

Bulleta: Turn the page…

(The two girls turn it…and at the bottom was what was remaining of a trace of writing. Anna deciphers the signature…)

Anna: Mi…mi…

Bulleta: The fact is that the Tachikawas, specifically Mimi, wanted Akiko out of the way, I presume because of a mayoral candidate…

*   *   *   *

Sam: You used the information you knew without giving who you got that info from, not once, but twice, when you showed the key to her, plus you wouldn’t let her have it back. This led to a sticky situation when Seta and Kikuchi called you about the information they got from Seto Kaiba. Bulleta is a dangerous person, but you remembered what to do from training school…although whether that was based on that or your own experience Anna I don’t want to know…

(Anna sweatdrops)

Sam: …but you did well there. Bulleta is still in jail on the charges of suspected murder and attempted assault of a DI. Next, on Day 2, you first visited Yuri Sakizaki, and established the possible link between her and the evidence collected by Seta and Kikuchi. You then went undercover working at the festival, and not once, did anyone even question that you were working just for fun, rather than for investigative purposes. You were not spotted when you needed to communicate, even when Michiru let Hotaru stay with you. You spotted things, like when suspects were on the move which you did transmit to others. Whilst the end did not justify the means, it was unfortunate what happened. But everything you did, you did correct, so Anna and Misao, I am passing you on your line of inquiry.

(TEAM 2 – Anna/Misao – PASSED – Immune from group vote)

Sam: Team 3…(sighs)…what can I say? First of all, on day 1, you went to interview Akito Hayama. Shall we take a look on what happened?

Hayama: ….I was tired. 

Videl: You were tired?

Hayama: I guess I didn’t see him then. 

Bean: Well then…you claim you were here at 1.00pm. Is there any way we can get evidence from you?

Hayama: …..

(However, Andy comes rushing in.)

Andy: Hold it! You’re not suggesting that Hayama did it, are you? For Kami’s sake, he’s just a kid! Lay off!

Videl: Well, Misao’s a kid and she’s a detective. Kids can do plenty of things in their life. We aren’t suggesting that anyway Mr. Bogard, just covering our bases.

Hayama: …I don’t mind Andy.

Andy: That’s beside the point…everyone is on paranoia with these guys around, we can’t let them get advantage of us. Considering what’s happening with Hotaru?

Bean: Hotaru?

(Hayama shows interest for the first time…)

Hayama: The firefly of the earth…

Bean: Huh?

Hayama: That’s what her name translates to. 

*   *   *   *

Sam: You didn’t notice when Andy came in, you should have separated suspects, took Hayama away, plus Yuri was somewhere there, she could have heard everything as well…you had to be careful and you weren’t. On Day 2, you went to the library and here, you managed to get information concerning the festival, and the fact that the Tachikawas may not be the rightful founders. One book suggests that Michiru’s ancestry could be, whilst the other at the moment is unknown. Even on the computer…I think someone is deliberately trying to block us out. But Bean…Videl…

(They both look on)

Sam: …you were careless. Videl, whilst you found the shredded letter dumped by Hayama, you were careless in destroying the com device in the water. Bean received the transmission from Team 2…whether you could have left or not was irrelevant, if it’s important, you should do what you think is right. If the device wasn’t responded, you could have gone out yourself, and make sure no-one notices. It’s a risk, I’ll admit, but in times like this, a risk is definitely needed. Either way, it cost you…dearly. I’m afraid I have no choice. I’m failing you on your lines of inquiry and just the two of you will be up for the group vote.

TEAM 3 – Bean/Videl – FAILED – Are eligible for the group vote.

Sam: It’s been a mixed bag in these few days of the inquiry. I hope we don’t get any more of these ones.

(The Chief leaves to prepare for the group vote. Only Bean and Videl can be voted for…)

*   *   *   *

SETA

Sam: Seta, who will you vote for tonight and why?

Seta: Tonight, I will vote for Bean tonight. Although he’s a pal, and Videl may have most of the blame of the last inquiry, Bean is probably one of, if not the weakest detective of the team overall.

MISAO

Misao: I will vote for Videl tonight. I’m afraid in a case like this, a spur of the moment mistake can cost you, and I think it cost Videl tonight.

BEAN

Bean: It’s not like I have much of a choice, but Videl it is.

VIDEL

Videl: Pretty obvious isn’t it?

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: I will vote for Bean tonight. He’s all muscles but no detective skills I’m afraid. He should be happy he’s got this far.

ANNA

Anna: This is tough for me…but I’ll vote for…

*   *   *   *

(Sam comes down as all the detectives await the result.)

Sam: I have the results of the group vote here. The first person to play the killer’s game…

(Pause)

Sam: …will be…

(Shot of Videl and Bean)

Sam: …Bean.

Anna: I’m afraid that I’ve tried to protect him long enough. I know Misao may hate me if I do this, but I’ll vote for Bean Bandit.

VOTE

BEAN (4) – Seta, Kikuchi, Videl, Anna

VIDEL (2) – Misao, Bean

(Bean is about to face his second killer’s game in a row. He’s pretty neutral in it.)

Sam: The second person to play the killer’s game will be chosen by the lead investigator.

(Kano bounces up to the front, and announces her decision to her adoring fans…)

Kano: Last time, the lead investigator made his vote based on the fact that only one team failed. I’m afraid I’m going to have to follow that philosophy considering what happened during that fail. So, I’m sorry, but Videl, you will be playing the killer’s game.

(Videl sighs, kind of half-expecting it.)

(The Chief hands over the dreaded envelopes, where the two locations for the Killer’s Game, ‘FINAL MESSAGE FARM’ and the ‘EXODIA MUSEUM’ are put on. The Chief doesn’t know where the clue or killer is.)

Sam: Bean. You choose first.

(Bean picks and opens his envelope.)

Bean: ‘Final Message Farm.’

Videl: ‘Exodia Museum.’

Sam: Good luck. I really think you are going to need it.

*   *   *   *

Bean: Here I go again…this time though I hope to be back…

Misao: Don’t take it so hard on yourself or Videl…

Bean: Bah. Still…would be kinda ironic if the other cop went whilst I survived. Heh, does this get rid of the ‘good guys win’ in the end mentality?

Misao: Well…you’re a good guy.

Bean: Kid…I’m not good. (Smiles and ruffles her hair) But I’m not bad either. Heck, when I’m good, I’m good. When I’m bad…I’m better.

*   *   *   *

Videl: Either way, it was going to happen.

Seta: I’m sorry.

Videl: No, it’s O.K, the way I acted was stupid…and I don’t blame Kano one bit. It just feels that either I’m going to be here or gone…(sigh)…and it generally will be my fault if I’m gone.

Anna: Videl, please…

Videl: (smiles) Anna, remember that job offer is still on…maybe as a daughter now if I don’t come back.

(Seta and Anna sweatdrop)

Videl: Seriously, been a blast, hope I’m back.

(Videl shakes hands with the two of them.)

*   *   *   *

Kikuchi: Either way, we eliminate another one of the three remaining to get our perfect triad.

Kano: And then it’s the one two finish. (Sighs) Still didn’t like doing it though.

Kikuchi: You had a reason, and you took advantage of it, simple as that.

Kano: Still feels bad…

Kikuchi: It will keep feeling bad, you know that. We’ve got to get past that barrier before we eliminate others we care about.

Kano: (nods) I know…(sighs)…I sure as hell know…

*   *   *   *

(The two victims for the KG exit to respect, if not promises. This will be Videl’s 1st KG whilst Bean will be going out for the second time. They are driven to their two locations separately. One will find an important clue, the other…the killer.)

FINAL MESSAGE FARM – 12.00PM

(BEAN)

(Shot as the massive Bean enters into a barnyard, where cows moo and sheep baa. It’s not exactly a good first impression on the city boy…)

Bean: Great. A minute in and it’s already doing my head in.

(The darkness makes their eyes light up and Bean continues on.)

Bean: Just go away before I make you into steak tartar for 25…

*   *   *   *

12.01PM

(VIDEL)

(Shot as Videl heads up a path towards a large museum…)

Videl: Here’s when the bats strike…

(On cue, they do as Videl sweatdrops…)

Videl: I was only kidding…

*   *   *   *

BEAN

Bean: O.K…let’s see what there is…

(His search via the arrows leads to a lift…)

Bean: So far, this is easy.

(The lift then shuts…and stalls.)

Bean: Me and my big mouth…

(The lift begins to circle and take Bean down to the depths of hell…or the lower floor…)

*   *   *   *

VIDEL

(Inside the museum, Videl is shown a number of the ‘exhibits’…

Videl: Nice…

(A plethora of Egyptian mummies and body parts have been skewered before Videl as she enters a central room…)

Videl: Remind me never to go to museums again…

(A number of Egyptian coffins then start to open and shut, spooking the girl.)

Videl: Screw this…I want to get out…

*   *   *   *

(Dramatic music…check. Infrared cams…check. Killer advancing on one of them at 6 o’clock…checkmate.)

(Bean has finally exited the elevator, and headed off in a new direction. He entered a locked barn door…)

Bean: The killer is waiting…

(The door slams behind him, making him jump.)

Bean: Geez…

(Videl meanwhile, has found the trail…this time of bloodied bandages.)

Videl: Looks like I’m getting closer…

(Simultaneous shot of the two, Bean heading towards a hollow crate, Videl into an open sarcophagus.) 

(And then…)

Bean: ARRRGHHHH!

Videl: GAAAAHHHHH!

*   *   *   *

(The 5 at base, Anna, Seta, Misao, Kikuchi and Kano all await those double doors to open as the lights dim.)

(The door opens and…)

Bean: Told ya nothing can kill me.

(Bean becomes the first person to survive more than one killer’s game. The reaction is one of applause from unison, but Bean still gets a hug from Misao and scoops the girl up into the air.)

Bean: Wasn’t too bad tonight…still need a drink though. 

Seta: You O.K?

Bean: (smiles) Couldn’t be better old man. I need to make my bed and sleep in it right?

(Bean has survived his second KG, the 6th KG of the series. Videl Satan proves that DBZ characters aren’t invincible and is the next victim. Who will be unlucky 7? Find out next time.)

*   *   *   *

Go to INSIDE HQ for the following;

Yamazaki’s elimination may have hit Kano further than she let’s on…in the midst of an alliance, Kikuchi shows his softer side. Bean and Misao know the tables aren’t on their side, but will Bean hope that Anna can be swayed be enough? Bean and Videl’s mistakes rip through the team and some are unable to take sides. Are they more outcasts in this team than originally thought? And one room is now completely empty. Makes for interesting thoughts… 

Next week on THE MURDER GAME;

Disaster! When an anonymous message appears at HQ, it leads one of the investigators into a trap! Can he or she get out of it? More suspicion drives on as Tifa is revealed to have escaped the hospital before Hibiki’s attack. And Bulleta is getting paranoid since two people that were sent to jail have been killed…is it fact or fiction? The detectives have to save one of their own…but do different personalities clash when doing something different? And the kidnapped detective has his or her own battle…will he/she break? Finally, the new LI has to make a tough decision when it affects the possibility of breaking the alliance. Will he/she take that option or ruin a friendship? 

AUTHOR’S NOTES (you know you love these)

Videl: I can see the backlash already.

Seriously, I am not a fan of DBZ in the slightest, but Videl is great to write. She’s a lot of fun, and one of the few characters I enjoy because we know she’s not nigh-on invincible, which means she could be insecure compared to Gohan and Goten. However, her skills fitted in nicely, both personally and professionally. Shame she went…chalk another one for the alliance.

Alliances: Speaking of which, don’t worry, it’s never that simple. Things change next episode during the kidnap angle. Get ready for a backlash and a half…

Hibiki: FYI, he was wearing the kimono where he goes to an arranged marriage in episode 7 of I My Me! Strawberry Eggs! Don’t ask me how…then again, if you want to be spoiled rotten by this short but pleasant series, contact me at the usual e-mail address. It’s my second favourite 13 ep series…except for Lain. (And put that on hold until I finish King of Bandit Jing…)

Anna/Bulleta: Bulleta is from the games Darkstalkers 3 and Capcom vs. SNK 2. She is kick-ass in CvSNK2 and probably my best character because of her excellent weapon combos (she has a horizontal flamethrower attack now…deadly.)…I would like to see how she does against someone from Battle Athletes, and that ‘fight’ was something of a short summary. Anna dominated because they were in close quarters, if they were out on a field…might have been more interesting. *evil laugh*

Anyway, now for another message…

I will be at Ayacon on Halloween night, and I’ll hopefully be able to write a ‘report’ for those who wish to know how I enjoyed my first anime convention. I just hope I don’t get drunk and if I’m in costume…’nuff said.

Also, a poll for MG is below, so check it out and send me your results ASAP.

Until next time…ja!!

MURDER GAME: EPISODE 7

O.K, it’s been an extra week, but hey, you can forgive me for gallivanting down Northampton for a rare British con, ne?

You can’t? Nuts…

Anyway, we are past the half way stage. Another one will fall to the killer today, but who? Let’s find out.

NOTE: This episode is a bit more…how should I put this…nasty. O.K, so there have been brutal deaths already and I can qualify it as nasty. However, when I mean nasty, I mean, ‘one of the detectives gets kidnapped and is almost berated’ nasty. And considering who it is, it’s a definite ‘hurls bricks at the author’ situation. So I’m warning people in advance, and will put signs up when you get to that section. 

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on the Murder Game…

(7 detectives looking anxious)

Chromus: 7 were about to become 6, and tensions rose when Bean and Videl became a team under Kano’s ideology, and whilst it was tense, it seemed at least workable, until…disaster…

Bean: Hibiki…he’s been…oh god….

(Shot of Hibiki Amawa as an arrow is producing out of his head. He seems to be in shock, as he feels above, and clutches the arrow, wondering how it got there.)

(And then drops dead.)

Videl: NOOOOOOO! 

Chromus: This lead to the perfect excuse for the core alliance to eliminate either Bean or Videl, and with both of them playing the killer’s game, it stands to 4 vs. 2 now…or is it 2 on 2 on 2? But anyway.

(The door opens and…)

Bean: Told ya nothing can kill me.

(Bean returned. Videl didn’t.)

(6 remain.)

*   *   *   *

REMAINING DETECTIVES

ANNA RESPIGI – BAV

BEAN BANDIT – RIDING BEAN

KANO MIYAZAWA – KARE KANO

KIKUCHI YOSHITO – G.T.O

MISAO AMANO – PRETTY SAMMY

SETA NORIYASU – LOVE HINA

*   *   *  *

9.00am

(Shot of the Chief walking down the path to the briefing room, where half of the detectives now remain. Chief Sam Lockhart has been hired especially for this role as Chief Detective for the Macaba Case from the infamous Quad-R. The Chief’s smarts and integrity have been a bonus for the team, although at times it may seem like a curse…like after Hibiki Amawa’s death yesterday.)

(After yesterday’s events, Guile was also cleared, leaving only a number of suspects left. But why would they kill Mimi?)

Michiru Kai’oh: A regal lady living in a mansion which seemed to have descended from the founders of Macaba. Recent evidence suggests that the Kai’oh may have been the founders of Macaba, not the Tachikawas. A historical motive…or personal, as a lot of the evidence seems to figure around the adopted daughter of Michiru and her ‘partner’ Haruka…Hotaru Tomoe. Recently, a contract was found by hacking (Seto Kaiba) showing that Michiru may have hired Bulleta to kill Mimi…if not, did she cover her tracks and kill her herself?

Akito Hayama: The youngest remain suspect, Hayama lives at the dojo where suspects Andy and Yuri also live. Hayama is a boy of few words, but backs what little he says with karate skill. Hayama may have been sent by one of the other two maybe to do the dirty work? And he did see the whereabouts of Excel and Mimi…plus what was the shredded letter he dumped into the lake yesterday?

Andy Bogard: This fighter of the Sakizaki place is a bit hot tempered. Revenge is his most likely motive, with the attack of his brother top of his list, supposedly hired by the Tachikawa’s, Terry was attacked. Also, Andy is very close with Hotaru Tomoe, and personal feelings for the young lady may have led to protection considering the rumours between Mimi and Hotaru…plus he was also a mayoral candidate at the very beginning of this thing…but was attacked suspiciously by someone (possibly Mimi’s goons to silence him on Terry?)

Yuri Sakizaki: A prestigious young prodigy, Yuri’s business contacts with Robert Garcia link with a newspaper article about Mimi winning a world idol competition over her personal idol Athena. May seem petty, but keep in mind her links with Andy (Terry’s attack), Michiru (A good friend of Hotaru’s), and her own martial arts skills and it may not seem as silly…

Lau Mao-Tsing: The young chef was being blackmailed by Mimi Tachikawa for commenting on a nonexistent affair to his future fiancé Meirii. The bracelet that was used as a bargaining chip still hasn’t been found and wasn’t on her body at the time of death. Lau and fellow suspect Tifa seem to be working together, but recently Tifa has been having problems…

Tifa Lockheart: This beautiful bouncer doesn’t seem to have a direct motive to kill Mimi…but linking with other people…Ah-Tsing in particular…and possibly. Then we learned about a friend, Barrett Wallace, and his own dealings with both Terry Bogard and back at his home town of Corel, and Tifa’s passion for revenge could be the case. She was drunk recently and was hospitalized…but she was reported to have come out roughly before Hibiki’s death…

Bunnie Rabbot: The cyber bunny from Mobius is a vicious fighter with her cybernetic parts. Working with Duo, she is the obvious contender to get the murder weapon (the screwdriver) which was used on Mimi. Bunnie’s motive doesn’t seem established though…she is the overprotective type, and considering she has been working with Tifa and Ah-Tsing, vengeance for her friends is her thing.

Akiko Natsume: The business woman of Mishima HQ, this woman knows what she wants and how to get it. Vicious in the business world, and a mayoral candidate to boot, Akiko is protective of her life, business and personal. This is especially close with her link to Bulleta, a bounty hunter and good friend of hers. With Bulleta having a contract to kill Akiko from Mimi (which she refused), was that the trigger (if she learnt about it) for Akiko to kill Mimi herself?

Bulleta: This crazed gunwoman from the dark world is currently in jail for attempting to attack some detectives. A bounty hunter by trade, according to Seto Kaiba, a contract was sent to her to kill Mimi, supposedly from Michiru. Bulleta is easily accessible to the weapons inside the shop which were used to kill Excel and owns the key to open the back door. Currently accused of kill Mimi, she’s now in jail, waiting…

*   *   *   *

(The Chief arrives. The 6 remaining detectives now sit like this, Misao and Bean at the front, Kano and Kikuchi in the middle, and Anna and Seta at the back. The Chief greets them.)

Sam: Good morning!

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: I hope we’ve all had time to think about what happened last night, because we need to get back on track. Suspects are cleared, and some have been cleared by the killer. We don’t want that happening. Last night, Videl was caught by the killer, whilst Bean, for the 2nd time, survived the killer’s game. In her last will and testament, Videl gave who she wished to be the Lead Investigator, let’s take a look.

(The Chief presses a switch as a TV screen above them flashes and Videl’s last words utter.)

Videl: Should I not return, I will nominate Anna Reispegi to become the next Lead Investigator. She has a good mind, a likeable personality and the person I feel is best suited for the role.

Chief: Anna?

(Anna is an interesting choice of LI. Currently the person with the most passes, she is a big threat, and any chance of her exiting this episode has been put on hold, for the LI is immune from the group vote. Anna can now also nominate anyone of her choosing to play the killer’s game, but when 3 are in an alliance and one is a close friend, could this be problematic?)

(As Anna takes her seat, the Chief continues.)

Chief: Last night, Bean survived the killer’s game, and returned with a vital killer clue. Let’s take a look at what we have here.

(The Chief is holding two IDs, one appears to be a college ID whilst another appears to be a driving licence. The dates have been removed on both of them aside from the years. On the college ID, it says 1989. On the drivers licence, it says 1985.)

Chief: Two ID’s, with the years 1985 and 1989…Important? Any ideas?

Kikuchi: If we look at date of births in the suspects, we could find when the remaining suspects were born, and if any match the years of course, but we can’t discount they could be fake identification cards as well.

Chief: Good point. Nothing ever seems to be that easy in a murder inquiry. Let’s move on, time for your lines of inquiries for the day. Our first subject is Tifa Lockheart.

(Tifa has been in the hospital since falling through a warehouse a few days ago. But recently, the Chief got some news…)

Chief: I got off the phone to the hospital last night, and they said that Tifa checked out at approximately at 6pm. Now, how important is that?

Anna: With Hibiki’s death…I guess it would mean that given the time it would take, she could have killed Hibiki.

Chief: Exactly. Anyway, I gave a phone call to Madoka Ayukawa of 8th Heaven, and she says that Tifa hasn’t returned there. So Tifa is missing…again. At least, that’s what we thought. 

(The Chief shows the team some traffic photographs, and we can clearly see that a girl is heading from the direction of the festival…and towards what appears to be Akiko’s place.)

Chief: So…Tifa was coming from the festival…and to Akiko Natsume’s place! Interesting…why is that?

Seta: It was Tifa who first learned about the contract that Akiko had been put on for. So there may be more to this than first meets the eye.

Chief: Good thinking Seta. Our first line of inquiry is to go to Akiko’s HQ and interview her. Find Tifa as well…but be careful. We do know that the lair came from her mansion and her security has been beefed up. You need to be careful with this one. Anna, choose a team of 3 please. And also…find out about the robot, Eimi. See if it’s still missing…and if you can find it.

(Anna chooses Seta, Kano and Kikuchi as Team 1. They will go to Akiko’s mansion and interview Akiko, learning about the relationship between her and Tifa. Also learn about the missing robot.)

Chief: This means Team 2 will be Misao and Bean. I want you to go and talk to Ah-Tsing. Madoka informed me that ever since what happened to Tifa, he’s gone into a slump and business have been…slow. Therefore, Madoka for the time being has closed down 8th Heaven. Be careful. Tsing has been drinking heavily from what I hear, and could be hard to deal with. I want you to learn about his relationship with Tifa, and see if you can learn anything else, about his bracelet, his alibi, anything. With things slowly wrapping up, we need to tie up all loose ends.

(Bean and Misao nod as they become Team 2. They will interview Ah-Tsing, and try to find out what they can without being un-nerved by what appears to be a drunken stupor he is in.)

Chief: Remember…

(The group smile.)

Chief: …suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – KANO/KIKUCHI/SETA – Go to Akiko Natsume’s HQ and learn if Tifa Lockheart is there. Learn as much as you can but being wary.

TEAM 2 – MISAO/BEAN – Visit the closed 8th Heaven and interview Ah-Tsing. Caution: he is likely to be intoxicated.

(The choice of teams is shrewd, as the two remaining alliances collide together for a bit of business.)

Seta: Is this good or bad?

Kikuchi: Depends I guess. At least we know that we can work together.

Kano: You worried?

Kikuchi: Not really. If they fail, we have to vote for Misao…I don’t see Anna doing so without an injection into her immune system…

(Kano sweatdrops)

Kikuchi: It will be O.K.

Seta: I really hoped you were joking there…

(Elsewhere, Misao and Bean resolve not to fail in their inquiry…)

Bean: We’re under the hammer kid, so we’d better not get smashed under it. And this is going to sound weird, but I’m going to follow your lead.

Misao: Huh?

Bean: You’re better at this than me, so I’ll just follow what you do. So come on leader!

(Misao wonders out loud)

Misao: Leader? (Shrugs) I guess…

*   *   *   *

10.15am

8TH HEAVEN

(The journey to 8th Heaven is an uneventful one for Bean and Misao, as the youngest contestant and the biggest contestant escape the van, as the ‘CLOSED’ sign flashes on 8th Heaven. There is also a sign saying ‘INQUIRES GO TO THE BACK DOOR’.)

Bean: I think that’s a written invitation.

Misao: (nods) Let’s go.

(Bean and Misao head to the back way, where as they go through they can hear Tsing’s voice…and it’s not one of confidence…)

Ah-Tsing: (distant and slurry) Let me go, you heathen wench! You have no right to be holding me back as so!

Madoka: Tsing! I don’t care if you are drunk, you don’t talk like that to me!

(Misao and Bean rush (well, not quite – Misao is a not very athletic 10 year old and Bean is a near 7 foot behemoth but work with me here) to the back entrance where they saw Madoka pinning Ah-Tsing in an arm lock. AUTHOR’S NOTE: Madoka is a tough ex-street girl with I believe some karate background.))

Tsing: By the gods, I will not let this get by me!  Now some more wine…ITTTTAAA!

(Madoka has decided that the best way to a man’s brain…is pain.)

Bean: Looks like a cross-arm lock, but you need to loosen off the double twist…

(Madoka turns slightly to see Mr. Bean Bandit and little Miss Misao Amano in their glory, watching his impromptu wrestling match. Well…Bean is watching, Misao is pretending to look at something interesting on the floor…)

Madoka: Oh…sorry…but Tsing had to be subdued. He’s been getting worse since Tifa’s little spill…And we still don’t know where she is.

Bean: How about we make some coffee, sober this guy up and we can talk…

Madoka: I guess…

(Madoka gets off him, immediately Tsing tries to rush for the bar, but with one arm Bean restrains the Chinese chef.)

Bean: Sorry kid, but we need to talk to you.

Tsing: LET ME GO!

Madoka: Come on hon; let’s get Mr. Tsing up and about.

Misao: (nods) Hai!

(Let’s see if they can sort this one out without breaking the rule book…)

*   *   *   *

10.40am

(Speaking of rules, Seta, Kikuchi and Kano begin their work at the mansion and workplace of Akiko Natsume…but before they go in, they spot a new guest…)

Young Boy: Huh? A van is here? Mom doesn’t usually have visitors unless they are in big black cars or something like that?

(Another person comes…and when I say person, what I really mean is robotic cat-girl.)

Catgirl: Mmm…maybe it’s a television crew?

Boy: Could be? (looks across and ‘waaahs’) Nuku-Nuku? You’re here?

(The girl, Nuku-Nuku, nods her head at the boy…10 year old Ryonusuke, Akiko’s estranged son.)

Nuku-Nuku: Well, Papa-san didn’t want you lying around here with Mama-san, just in case…what were his words? Oh yes…in case ‘she bewitches his young mind with evil stories about his father.’ That’s it!

(Ryonusuke sweatdrops as the three stooges…I mean detectives…decide to make themselves useful and introduce themselves.)

Seta: Is this a bad time?

Nuku-Nuku: Oh no! Guests are welcome when Nuku-Nuku is around!

Kikuchi: (trying hard not to sweatdrop) I’m sure. We are of the detective squad…

Nuku-Nuku: Oh, I saw a couple of them the other day when Nuku won that tournament thing. Wasn’t much fun really after the 3rd one screams when punching my arm…wonder why that is…?

Ryonusuke: (sweatdrops) In any case, what are you doing here? Is my mom in trouble?

Kano: Not exactly sweetheart, do you mind if we come in?

(Kano’s face is in front of Ryonusuke’s, who blushes badly and steps back, puts his hand behind and laughs.)

Ryonusuke: Well…I guess Mom won’t mind!

(The guys smile as they are allowed, Nuku sniffing Seta’s pockets and Ryo hand in hand with Kano as the good with kids motif continues…don’t worry, it will soon end…trust me.)

*   *   *   *

8TH HEAVEN

(Madoka is trying to get Tsing to drink something which isn’t wine, not good for someone who isn’t used to drinking coffee. Bean is being surprisingly patient (perhaps literally following Misao’s lead) at the table as Madoka begins explaining.)

Madoka: We were supposed to go to the festival last night, but he was too depressed…so he began drinking again. It seemed O.K at first, especially with so few customers and since most of the people was at the festival. But by the time it was coming and we were preparing for a stand, there was no chance. (Sighs) If only Tifa-san was here…

(From this information, Misao realises something.)

HIDDEN TEST: Realise potential alibi for Tsing.

Misao: Miss…was he here the whole night?

Madoka: Oh yes, I had to pretty much subdue the poor guy for most of the night. About 7 ‘til 9 I believe before he finally passed out and I had to drag his carcass upstairs…

Tsing: (drowsy) This “coffee”…are you sure it’s not poisoned…?

Madoka: (stern eyes) I’ll pretend I didn’t hear that.

(Madoka’s glare is enough to sober Tsing up temporarily…scary woman…^_^)

Bean: Mr. Tsing, were you here last night?

Tsing: Well yes sir…at least as much as I can remember…

Bean: Let me rephrase that. Did you ever at any point go to the festival?

Madoka: Why are you asking this?

Tsing: It’s O.K Miss Madoka…no, I remember pulling myself off the floor though…

Bean: (sweatdrops) Close enough.

Misao: Mr. Tsing…I’m not sure if you are aware of this, but something happened last night which could help you being cleared of the murder investigation. 

Tsing: (bawls) Oh, Tifa…where are you?!

Madoka: Here we go again…

(Before Misao and Bean can try and get another question without Tsing turning into jelly, a cute face knocks on the window…it’s Ling Xiayou, the girl Bean (along with Yamazaki) saw at the martial arts tournament.)

Madoka: Ling-chan?

Ling: Madoka-san…gomen nasai, is Tsing-san O.K?

Madoka: Just a minute!

(Madoka lets the girl in, decked in her traditional red robes, as Tsing looks up at the pretty 16 year old girl…)

Tsing: Meirii! (Tries to hug her)

(SMASH!)

Tsing: (dazed with a wok on his head) Sorry…it’s you isn’t it Ling…hey, I think that did the trick…

Madoka: A dozen kicks didn’t work…and one punch from a fellow countrywoman…*sigh* I’m in the wrong line of work and the wrong country…

Ling: No-one glomps me without permission first! (notices Misao and Bean) Oh, you have company Madoka-san?

Madoka: (nods) Hai. This is Mr. Bean Bandit, and Miss Misao Amano, these two are of the recent investigative team.

Ling: (nods) Yeah, I recognise the big guy…but the so-cute girl is a mystery…someone that young a detective? Wow!

(Misao is as always embarrassed at the attention, but recovers long enough to ask Ling a few questions.)

Misao: Ling Xiayou-san is it?

Ling: (nods) Mmmmm!

Misao: Have you known Tsing-san for a while?

Ling: Oh yes, he was helping out with the amusement park I run along with Miss Lockheart and Miss Rabbot.

Misao: Really?

Bean: Dare I ask…did he help out with you recently?

Ling: Well…he had that business with Mimi so I didn’t ask him…but he did a couple of weeks ago, he came…but he wasn’t with Bunnie-san or Tifa-san…weird.

Misao: Was this…(check notes)…the 30th July?

Ling: Hmmm. (thinks)…it could be…but I can’t remember…

Misao: Please miss…it’s important…can you lead us to the park and see if there is a way we can check?

Ling: I guess…he checks in at the gate don’t you Tsing?

(Tsing is back into his state of near collapse as the quartet sweatdrop)

Ling: Never mind…I’ll take you there.

(As Misao and Bean look to make a small breakthrough and could clear a suspect, Team 1 are about to get another breakthrough and maybe clear another suspect…but not who you may think…)

*   *   *   *

AKIKO’S HQ

(Shot as the three detectives are still trying to get into the mansion, but security has been upped since their last visit and it seems even with Ryonusuke in tow, the detectives aren’t going to have an easy time…)

Arisa: Lady Akiko is way too busy at the moment!

Kyoko: So if you please, like, move away before we have to…

(Ryonusuke and Nuku pout in unison, as the three detectives wonder what they have to do. It’s when an unlikely person helps them out…)

Kikuchi: I’m afraid we are not going to turn around because we need to talk to Akiko, and the longer you hold us here, the more suspicious you make her look.

Arisa: (facefaults) I…never thought of that…but lady Akiko would never do anything like that, no siree…

????: Sugar, no need to be like that…

(Along with Duo, suspect Bunnie Rabbot has appeared on the doors of the HQ on a scooter. After she hops off (get it? Bunny? Hops? BWHHHAAAA…oh never mind…), she approaches the detectives.

Bunnie: Looks like Akiko-hon is not exactly being welcome…especially if what I think is happening there is true…

Kyoko: What do you mean?

Bunnie: Well…(notices Nuku)…hey there sugar, how ya been?

(Nuku glomps the robo-rabbit as a way of answers as Ryonusuke sweatdrops…)

Bunnie: (strained) I…take that….as a good then…

Nuku: Nuku-Nuku is very good Bunnie-san!

Bunnie: Heh…right…

(Duo gets off as Kano smiles (and Kikuchi groans, Seta just his normal self) as Duo explains the rush.)

Duo: Bunnie here had a check-up here for her arm, the parts actually come from Mishima, I’m just the fitter. So, here we are…but I have to wonder if this was a bad time…

Seta: Well, I guess you could say that…

(Time for the hidden test…)

HIDDEN TEST: Listen well and create a possible alibi.

Bunnie: You know why can’t I come in then?

Arisa: I’m terribly sorry Miss Rabbot, but we can’t do a thing without Lady Akiko’s permission, and besides, you’ve managed to be O.K for the last couple of weeks…

Bunnie: I know, but I still need to be double checked…

Arisa: Why? You think our service is unreliable?

Bunnie: Well…

Arisa: DAMN YOU! ALL YOU ROBOT GIRLS ARE NOTHING BUT TROUBLE! WE STILL HAVEN’T FOUND EIMI AND WE…

Kano: Excuse me?

Arisa: WHAT IS IT FOOLISH MORTAL?

Kano: (sweatdrops) Um…I was wondering if I can ask you about when you had your parts checked last time Bunnie…

(Suddenly, Bunnie stalls. She seems nervous.)

Bunnie: Er…um…

Kano: Please, if it is when I think it is…

Kikuchi: Are you trying to protect your friends? If so, please…we need everyone’s help, and if it means helping you out as well, then…

Bunnie: Well…I dunno when it was I’m afraid…

Seta: Surely if the parts came from here then…

Duo: Oh, so that’s where you went! You went here to get the parts…stupid me!

Seta: Yes?

Duo: (sighs with relief) I was really worried. In my back of my mind, I was worried that Bunnie…well…you know…

Bunnie: (a bit hurt) Even you thought that sugar? (Realises what she said and clamps her mouth)

Duo: That’s your alibi though Bunnie! 

Kikuchi: But if it’s true, why have you been lying to us?

(Bunnie kinda kicks the floor in embarrassment…but talks.)

Bunnie: I dunno. Maybe with all the evidence like those weapons and being involved with Tsing-honey may have made me look suspicious, maybe I was trying to on purpose…to protect them.

Duo: Bunnie…

Bunnie: But I guess…I can’t run from facts.

(A bit of silence before Kano puts a hand on her non-metallic shoulder.)

Kano: It’s O.K.

Kikuchi: So do Mishima keep records of the deals…

Arisa: Of course! We’re not some two bit company like…

Kikuchi: Right, right, let’s not get into company slang. We now have a reason to enter your headquarters, to check on Bunnie’s alibi, so if you don’t mind…

(The flunkies and guards are stone silent…but Kikuchi is right. If the truth is told, then Bunnie could be cleared. The detectives, Nuku, Ryonusuke, Bunnie and Duo enter through the front door, as now not only do they have the chance to clear Bunnie, but also a chance to see if Tifa is there…)

*   *   *   *

(Meanwhile, back at HQ, Anna is working on a task that was found the other night during the grisly scene of Hibiki feeling for an arrow in his skull before collapsing into his death.)

(During that, Videl found what appeared to be a shredded letter inside a waterproof bag and was dumped in the lake by Akito Hayama. Whilst the detectives are out on their work, Anna is busy trying to make heads or tails of the damn thing.)

(Back to Team 2…)

*   *   *   *

AMUSEMENT PARK

(At the amusement park, Ling Xiayou has brought an important fact to the detectives that Tsing may have been with her at the time of the murder…but also the fact that Tifa, who in the video footage of 8th Heaven at the time before the murder also went with him. And as Ling has pointed out, Tsing was ALONE at the time when she visited him…So what about Miss Lockheart?)

(Back to the case…)

Misao: If what you say is true, then where was Miss Lockheart?

Tsing: Little one, I’m afraid I can’t remember for life of me where she could have gone. She left me I believe on the road and I headed to the amusement park…though I can barely remember it…

Ling: Geez…you’ve left me a bit of work haven’t you? (Calls on a phone) Hey, have you got the details of the worker check-in logs from the 30th July? Like between 1.00pm onwards would be nice or just before?

(A voice confirms it as Ling along with Misao, Bean, Tsing and Madoka lead to the booking office and a log book of details of certain workers coming in is sequestered. Bean looks through the key day…30th July 2003.)

Bean: Come on…let’s hit jackpot!

(After a few minutes…Bean smiles.)

Bean: Tsing my man, you are officially a cleared man. And it took you how many bottles of wine to do that…who says alcohol is bad for you?

(As all of them sweatdrop, we look at the notebook.)

(On the 30th July, 2003 – at 12.55pm – Ah Tsing clocked in to work, with the job duty ‘Catering Set-Up’ by it. He clocked out at 1.30pm. As they read this, Madoka then picks up on something else…)

Madoka: That’s odd. 

Bean: What is?

Madoka: Well…I just remembered that Tsing did come back…about 1.40pm, 20 minutes before getting back to work, but Tifa took a bit longer…about 1.50pm I believe.

(Madoka looks on the floor…)

Madoka: This is looking bad isn’t it?

Bean: No madam, it isn’t. We have done all we can to help Tsing, but we can’t be good detectives if we can’t do the same for Tifa now can we?

Madoka: (nods and smiles) Thank you.

Ah-Tsing: Young lady, I’d like to thank you ever so much for helping me out…but…(sighs)…it still doesn’t mean my bracelet has returned.

Misao: We can only assume that the killer has it…

(Suddenly, Misao has a brainwave…)

Misao: …but did Tifa-san…

(Tsing thinks the same thing and realises…)

Tsing: No…Tifa wouldn’t have it. If she doesn’t have it…

(Misao gets all thoughtful…unfortunately Bean makes a smart move on his own.)

Bean: (whispers to Misao) If she did take the bracelet and killed Mimi, she could have hidden it.

(Misao looks forlorn.)

Misao: Still…

Ah-Tsing: I guess…we’d better go. I’m sorry to put the two of you under all this, and I’m sorry about the problems I’ve given you in the past. I hope you can forgive me.

Misao: (smiles) There is nothing to forgive…just doing our job.

Bean: That’s right. Now come on Misao, let’s go back.

(The two are about to head to their van…but problem X is about to rear it’s ugly head.)

(As the group head back to the van, the team are greeted…or not so greeted…by a stubborn visitor.)

Bean: Andy.

(Andy Bogard has made his way. Out of all the suspects, he is probably been the most vocal about the detectives…and not in a good way either. He is waiting on a motorcycle as he looks on at Bean in particular.)

Andy: So you guys are just searching out anything and everything right?

Ah-Tsing: Sir, I don’t think you should…

Andy: Quiet Tsing. I came with a message. Leave Hotaru alone. She has nothing to do with all this crap. The girl has suffered long enough. And whoever this killer is has been tormenting her with everything as well, so listen well and good. I will make sure you will pay if you do anything more to that poor girl…

Ah-Tsing: (seriously annoyed) You have no right to threaten the investigators, Andy! They do not deserve your scorn for their work!

Bean: (chiming in) What makes you think…

Andy: Any time…

Misao: Stop it!

(Misao gets between them before Bean could cause an automatic fail. Andy’s eyes soften for a moment at Misao, but looks back up.)

Andy: For the sake of an innocent child, even if she is a detective, I will back off. But be forewarned. I will not, repeat, not, take any answer other than staying away from the firefly, you got that? The founders of Macaba would be rolling in the grave if…

Misao: Hold on! What did you say?

Andy: (looking on) About what?

Misao: The descendants? Do you know something…?

(Andy is silent for a moment, and smirks.)

Andy: I have no idea what you are talking about. (He revs up his motorbike and prepares to head off, but Misao isn’t giving up…)

Misao: Please Mr. Bogard…it may be more important than you know.

Bean: Listen, I don’t like your attitude, but for the sake of her and for your little girl…listen to her and talk to us.

(Andy’s motorbike flares up…and then lessens before Andy steps off.)

Andy: I will tell you one thing. And write this down as I’m not saying this twice.

(Misao quickly gets her notebook and pen out.)

Andy: The angel of war. 

It signifies the one death.

So says the Blood man.

(Misao seems to have got it.)

Andy: I know not what it means, but I tell you what I thought. At the Macaba festival last night, at one point, the music stopped…and I heard those words coming through the com. The next thing I heard…that pervert cross-dresser was dead.

Misao: Did only you hear it?

Andy: I doubt it. It flared through the entire place. I was alone though. (stares at Bean) No, I didn’t kill him before you ask.

Bean: O.K.

Andy: And with that, I’d better head off. (revs up bike) I did you a favour, now keep mine.

(Andy goes into the sunset as Bean looks on.)

Bean: He’s kidding. He probably made that up.

Misao: Maybe…maybe not. Let me make a phone call…

(Misao goes on her cell as she calls Anna, and asks if she can look into the Festival’s sound system, and see if anything was hacked in. After the phone call, Misao goes into the van to head off.)

Bean: What now?

Misao: How about the library? If it is a haiku, it could come from a book. It could be a clue.

Bean: Once again, the intelligence of the little kid embarrasses the lack of in the big man.

Misao: (giggles) Thank you.

Bean: (smiles and ruffles her hair) No problem.

*   *   *   * 

AKIKO’S HQ

Kyoko: There you go…happy?

Kano: Very, thank you.

(At the desk, the company records show on computer that Bunnie Rabbot had an appointment at 1.00pm and that it was confirmed for parts inside her metal hook. She left at 1.19pm via log out. That’s all the team needed.)

(With Bunnie cleared, the team now has to focus on their original line of inquiry, finding Tifa and talking to Akiko. After what has just happened, whatever anger from the girls seems to have dwindled (maybe Duo’s presence may have been an affect, or the fact that a very strong android girl is pretty much on the detectives side as well as their boss’ son.)

Kyoko: Lady Akiko is so going to kill us…

Arisa: Quiet…you don’t want anything to happen…we still need to find Eimi…

(Suddenly, a bellow emerges from Akiko’s office)

Akiko: WHHHAAAATTTTTT?!!!!!

(The team are a bit unsure whether to knock…so settle for the old fashioned tactic (which Seta is a master of)…eavesdropping…)

Akiko: You are joking right?

(A bit of silence as Kikuchi deduces that Akiko is on the phone to someone. It’s a bit of a pause before she speaks again…)

Akiko: You think I wouldn’t tell you if I knew the answer? Whoever rented that android has wrecked it and it’s now…there?! Trust me, if I knew who it was, I would fit the bill myself to whomever the arrogant basta…

(Kano quickly covers Ryonusuke’s ears as Akiko goes into a myriad of expletives. Even Nuku covers her cat ears.)

Akiko: …very well. We need to get to get there, and see if we can at least piece her together. Maybe those detectives can help us…

(That seems to be a cue. Kikuchi knocks on the door.)

Akiko: Just a minute…yes?

Arisa: Forgive us Lady Akiko, but three of those detectives are here now…

Akiko: Oh…I guess it’s O.K. It was a pain of you guys to make me go to a hotel for a couple of nights after that creepy lair that was found, but hey, come on in.

(The team enter, and are met with another face…)

Kano: Miss Lockheart.

(Shot of Tifa, looking forlorn, sleep ridden and a bit dirty. She bows to them but doesn’t say a word.)

Akiko: I think I need to apologise first, and explain something that has just happened. My android creation Eimi has been found…well…shall I put this…missing a few parts…

Nuku: Can’t Mama-san make her better?

Akiko: I’ll find out soon Nuku-dear. Anyway, we need your help…but I have a feeling I need to explain what Tifa is doing here.

Kikuchi: That would be a good help.

Akiko: Here we go.

*FLASHBACK* - yesterday night.

Akiko: O.K…you’re outside, but it better be important.

(The time is 9.00pm. Akiko is outside her office, complete unaware (or is she) of the murder of Hibiki Amawa. She steps outside with two bodyguards as a dirty and dishevelled Tifa Lockheart waits outside.)

Akiko: My god…Are you O.K?

Tifa: Yes…but I have to talk to you.

Akiko (VO): Tifa came into my office and explained to me what she had heard the day before the murder. She was on her way to the weapons shop to have her gauntlets fixed, when she heard the words ‘I can’t believe that Tachikawa bitch wants me to kill Akiko-sama…’ She peered in and saw her ripping up a few pieces of paper and panting angrily. She was unhappy to say the least. Tifa then returned back.

Akiko: So why didn’t you tell me this before? If Bulleta…I don’t…I can’t…

Tifa: Because with all the problems coming with this crime, I didn’t want to get myself dirty. You know I work as one as well.

(The team gasp as Akiko continues.)

Akiko: Yes…you’re a bounty hunter. You work at 8th Heaven yes, but with the problems with your friend Barrett, you need to support Corel as much as yourself.

Tifa: I didn’t want it getting out. Security is tight and with those detectives still around, if they knew…

Kikuchi: (interrupting) If that is true, why are you telling us now?

Akiko: Because Tifa doesn’t want a guilty conscience. The best way she can tell you that she didn’t kill Mimi is to admit her profession. 

Tifa: (slowly) You know…what happened to Bulleta…as soon as they found out Mimi was dead, her profession made her number one suspect. The same would have happened to me…I don’t care what would have happened to me, but Tsing…Bunnie…I didn’t want them involved. My life has been good to me and people are nice to me. I haven’t had a life since my days of Avalanche…I cherish them.

Kano: Can you give us a true alibi now Tifa?

(Tifa is quiet, but shakes her head.)

Tifa: I can’t remember much that day, that much is true. I do know I left with Tsing to the amusement park…but after that, I can’t remember at all. I wasn’t drunk, I didn’t do drugs and nobody attacked me. I just…can’t remember.

(Something is fishy here. Tifa is very hesitant for information.)

Akiko: Before you ask, my alibi is the same. I went to Akkie’s out of town. You may need to do the rest yourselves.

Kikuchi: I guess so…

Seta: Did anything happen on the way to Akkie’s?

Akiko: No. But I can give you the path I went if that helps…

(Akiko gets a map from somewhere and begins her writing. Along with this info, Akiko now asks the detectives to help her and her crew to recover Eimi from Western Lake. The team agrees, and Tifa joins them. The crowd is getting large as the team head off for another part of the inquiry.)

*   *   *   *

WB LIBRARY

(Bean and Misao are making good time, but finding a haiku in a library is as bad as finding a piece of hay in a large stack of needles. However, there is always the internet as Misao, surfing like a pro, using the search engine, and begins typing the words of the haiku Andy gave them.)

Misao: Could it be Andy did it and used that as a way to admit his guilt?

Bean: He’d be completely stupid if that was the case…

(Bean’s failed attempt at looking through the poetry/haiku section leads to looking over Misao’s shoulder (and he has to bend down as low as possible still), as the young girl gets the first page with the words of the haiku, and 7 of the 10 pages at least have a reference to ‘Legends and Myths’.)

Misao: Legends and Myths?

Bean: Interesting. Click the first one Misao.

(Misao does, and gets onto a homepage involving tales, poems and haikus that have been supposedly written by legendary authors. The haiku, as Andy mentioned, was under the title ‘The Angel of War’. After a quick search, they manage to find a few copies of the haiku…actually 4 haikus in a poem style. However, the notes at the end are what catch the two detective’s eyes.)

Bean: What is that?

‘Haiku Notes: This haiku is one taken from a book supposedly written by a young lady named Izumi Hirazi. This young lady was the daughter of the man who supposedly founded the town of Macaba, a small town with several legends to it, including the finding of it not being found by the Tachikawas. This poem is taken from a list of ‘revenge’ haikus Miss Hirazi wrote, called ‘NOT ON MY OWN.’ The last name is a reference to the ‘blood man’, the name given to the person suspected of finding Macaba, and the father of Miss Hirazi.

Misao: Let’s print out this.

Bean: Right. 

(As they do, let’s look at the full ‘poem.’)

Revenge, bittersweet.

The death of a Trojan horse

Makes my blood boil high.

So to get it back

The days are counting till then

Days, months, many years.

As I arm myself

The eyes strike, the spear flying

Strike between the eyes.

The angel of war. 

It signifies the one death.

So says the Blood man.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 

(The team head to western lake, where police tape has cordoned off. This was the scene where Videl and Bean watched Hibiki Amawa die without any real effort in trying to save him…)

Akiko: O.K…let’s see if this is right…

(The detectives don’t need to do anything…just watch as Akiko’s men get ready to lift the waterlogged android…actually, scratch that, Nuku’s here.)

Nuku: Eimi!

(The android in her swimmer gear (O.K, just her flipper device, I’ve done too much fanservice already…^_^) dives into the water to see if she can recover the android. Meanwhile, the team have thought of a couple of ideas.)

Seta: …so if Eimi was the one with the message at the lair, that means the killer probably hired her out.

Kano: Have to be someone tough to destroy her though?

Kikuchi: You mean…like a scout which uses water abilities, a couple of martial artists and a bounty hunter with an army in her picnic basket?

Kano: (sweatdrops) That works. But what about Hayama? 

Kikuchi: Well…if he dumped the letter there, he knew where this place was…so…

Seta: Exactly.

(As they ponder the remaining suspects, Nuku pops back up, and looking a bit worse for wear…)

Akiko: Nuku-dear? Is she there?

Nuku: Yes…but…

Akiko: But?

Nuku: (smiles brightly) Which bit of her would you like me to get out first?

(Akiko facefaults…)

Akiko: SHE’S IN PIECES?

Nuku: Um…problem?

(Akiko is forced to get some of her goons, Bunnie also helps with her waterproof limbs (and poor Arisa and Kyoko are forced to don the scuba gear…don’t you feel sorry for the flunkies?) join Nuku in the water…as they begin a rather arduous job of dragging the parts of Eimi out of the water. Seta offers to help, but Akiko lets the detectives watch. Tifa, on the side, is looking on in horror, and gulps.)

(And speaking of arduous jobs…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – 1.56pm

(Team 2 have headed back to HQ after their inquiries and some good thinking. However, Anna isn’t at her post.)

Misao: Anna?

(A small groan is the only thing they hear. The two head off to the evidence room…)

(…and see a near collapsed Battle Athlete, sleeping slowly.)

Bean: I guess even they get tired…

Misao: (smiles) Anna…

(Misao gently lifts Anna’s arms off the table…and sees…)

Misao: Huh?

Bean: What’s this?

(It seems Anna has managed to fix the shredded later by herself using lots of clear tape, glue and patience. Bean smiles and shakes her awake.)

Anna: (slurry) Huh…what?

Bean: We’re back.

Anna: (yawns) Oh…hi there…you guys O.K?

Bean: We should ask the same. You did this by yourself?

Anna: Well…I was bored…

Misao: (smiles) Oh well…

(Misao begins reading as Bean explains what they found. Back at the lake, Team 1 begins to put all the pieces together…literally.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 

2.50pm

(After a few rounds of drinks, and a lot of waterproof clothing, the team seem to have managed to get what looks like to be a totally wrecked android. Her parts are all removed, various parts have been destroyed or crushed, and the android just looks all blackened.)

Kano: I believe I speak for all of us when I say…gross.

(The two guys nod as Ryonusuke has buried himself in his mother’s arms. Nuku wails out for her ‘friend’ (who in reality keeps trying to kill poor Nuku…and wreck half the city at the same time) as they realise whoever did this did a number on her.)

Akiko: Looks like this was a full rundown destruction. Dammit…if only I knew who it was who bought her?

Kikuchi: Why did you accept an anonymous bid then…

Akiko: (sweatdrops) Well…it was for a lot of money…

Seta: What’s that?

(For the first time, they see that there is something in the mouth of the android. It appears to be a bit wet, but not destroyed (maybe Eimi closed her mouth). Whatever it is, Seta gingerly takes it…but he can’t make heads or tails of it.)

Kano: We need to dry it.

Kikuchi: Be careful with it.

(They do, as they put the piece of paper gingerly in a plastic bag. Akiko surveys the scene as Kano and Kikuchi put a crime scene wire across the lake for the second time in two nights.)

Akiko: This is becoming a hazardous town to live in.

Tifa: You said it.

Akiko: You coming back?

Tifa: I guess…I can’t go back to 8th Heaven with everything I’ve done to them. It’s…my way I guess.

(The team seem to have got what they needed, and agree that after they’ve helped clean the mess, they will be heading back as well.)

The two teams have done/found the following;

-          Team 1 located that Tifa Lockheart resided recently with Akiko, and learned of her also being a bounty hunter. She indeed learnt of the contract for Bulleta from Mimi. Did this give Tifa a reason for eliminating Mimi perhaps?

-          Team 1 have cleared Bunnie Rabbot after realising she checked her details at Akiko’s HQ on the day of the murder. Company records show that she was there at 1.00pm to 1.19pm, long enough to be cleared.

-          Team 1 find Eimi, near destroyed, in the lake where Hayama dumped the shredded letter. Inside her mouth, the team find a piece of paper, currently unrecognisable but not destroyed. They learn of an anonymous bid for Eimi before the murder for a LOT of money.

-          Team 2 clear Lau Mao-Tsing when Ling Xiayou confirms that he was helping her during the time in question on the day of the murder at her amusement park, but also admits that Tifa separated from them when they left the Kissaten, and Madoka says that Tifa came back later than Ah-Tsing.

-          Andy Bogard tells Team 2 a haiku which seems to be some significance. Team 2 rushed to the library where they find the haiku…

-          …And on a page which seems designed to tell of myths and legends, including ones from Macaba. The haiku is a set of four in a poem taken allegedly from the daughter of the ‘blood man’ (said in the final line as well), Izumi Hirazi, titled ‘Not on my own.’ Is the haiku/poem significant to the case?

*   *   *   *

HQ – 4.00pm

(It’s been a tiring day for all the investigators, and coming back to the HQ was a nice welcome, especially with Anna making some roe and spaghetti prepared for them. However, some of them are also looking through the fixed shredded later.)

Seta: Give you credit for doing this…although it’s ripped a few times.

Anna: Well…er…I messed up a few times, it took me a while to figure out what was where…

Kano: That’s O.K. So it says…

SHREDDED LATER SAYS THE FOLLOWING:

‘The follow is a statement towards the department of Souichi Tomoe.’

‘We believe we have found the long lost file of where Hotaru Tomoe, your daughter, was brought under the curse of ‘SCRAPPED.’ The powers inside of her are deemed to have destroyed the world in a past life. This theory may seem so ridiculous to anyone, but knowing what we know…especially considering Miss Kai’oh, another one of these powers…we recommend not sending her to the adoption of Michiru Kai’oh and Haruka Ten’ou.’

‘With this mind, we feel that we now must force the issue with what we know from your tutelage and working with Tachikawa, to put Hotaru Tomoe into our care without delay. Although we do know there is a lost file somewhere of Hotaru coming from an adoption agency, and we believe if Hotaru was born with someone else living in Macaba, the picture was never found, so this cannot be seen as proof for her to live anywhere else.’

‘So therefore, we feel that you should give custody to the Tachikawas whilst you are in the hospital. I leave you well.’

Sincerely,

Taruki Tachikawa.

*   *   *   *

Seta: It’s like…a lawsuit…

Kano: More like a threat. But what’s this about proof about who Hotaru could be with? Birth?

Anna: I have no idea…

(The team are now as confused as ever, as a hard day is slowly coming to an end…)

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

EVENING CONFERENCE

(The remaining 6 detectives now discuss everything as it seems they went through a lot this day and then some.)

Anna: So in a nutshell, we have two people cleared…

Bean: (nods) Ah-Tsing…

Kikuchi: …and Bunnie.

Kano: Geez…and I suspected both of them as well.

(With the game now past the half-way point, some team members obviously have ideas of who killed Mimi, and some ‘power plays’ if you will, maybe to psyche out the other members…)

Seta: Well, that’s two down, and 7 to go. We spoke to two of those remaining 7 in Akiko and Tifa.

Bean: We got to speak to Andy as well. That’s 3 of them, and we don’t know what Hayama is doing.

Misao: Plus…Bulleta is in jail, we need to speak with her.

Anna: Leaving Michiru, who we feel may have sent out a contract…

Kikuchi: …and Yuri, who has connections with the overseas world and what is going on there.

Kano: It does seem there could be more than one possible motive couldn’t there be?

(The team nod in agreement as they go into the information of the day)

Bean: I have no idea if Andy is the type to go into this poetry stuff, but what he said did have a link to that lady that Videl and I found in the information we had to search for.

Kikuchi: Izumi Hirazi.

Bean: Right, the poem could have been from her, and it seemed to suggest that revenge is in order…

Kano: Maybe the ghost of her killed Mimi and the others?

(Silence is coupled with a few sweatdrops.

Kano: It’s just a hypothesis.

Seta: There is probably a clue there though. Anyone ever played “Where In The World Is Carmen Sandiego?”

(More silence…)

Seta: (sighs) I am getting old aren’t I?

(…And in other news, Kikuchi explains the findings at Akiko’s.)

Kikuchi: So we now know that Tifa is staying with Akiko’s, to avoid Ah-Tsing and Madoka, maybe to not get involved with them if she indeed, did commit the deed…or deeds I guess.

Kano: As for the paper, well, it should be dried out enough by now for us to have a look at it.

Anna: Good call.

(The team go and do so…and 2 hrs later, are about to show their findings to the Chief…)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters the room…but he’s carrying something with him…something in a bag…and red. Yuck.)

Sam: Good evening.

All: Evening chief.

Sam: I hear that today has been a busy day for you out there. So, let’s see what we’ve found out. First of all, Team 1, which is Kano, Kikuchi and Seta, today, your line of inquiry was to go to Akiko’s mansion and interview Akiko, learning about the relationship between her and Tifa., and also learn about the missing robot. Did you do all that?

Seta: I believe so…and more by the looks of things.

Sam: What did you find out?

Seta: We found out that Tifa was indeed actually hiding away in that house after leaving the hospital, and learned of the plot to kill Akiko whilst heading over to Bulleta’s place to check up on her gauntlets, which she overheard I assume.

Kikuchi: Also, Tifa once again, doesn’t give us a clear alibi but Akiko reputes her claims of heading out of town to her restaurant Akkie’s. If there is a way to find records of travelling perhaps…

Sam: Perhaps so, this may be something you’ll have to come back to. What else did you find? Kano?

Kano: The robot girl, Eimi, who we suspected was destroyed at the lair, was found in very badly damaged condition, in the lake where the shredded letter was found. On her whereabouts, we found a wet but not damaged piece of paper in her mouth, and we managed to dry it out long enough to get some sense of it.

Sam: Can you read what you found?

Kano: Certainly.

(Kano reads the message…which is in fact an advertisement.)

‘14TH AUGUST: Auction at City Hall…All welcome, local and far away items all of nostalgia value available. Own a piece of the past.’

Kano: Basically, an auction is going to be held in 2 days time I believe.

Sam: Right. So why would the robot have this message? A clue to the killer, maybe? Will the killer be there at the auction or is there something at the auction of some value which has a link to the killer? And what else did you find?

Kikuchi: Yes…I was about to say that we have also cleared Bunnie Rabbot who came to the place to check her parts, and we managed to realise she could have been doing the same on the day of the murder if she joined Tifa and Tsing as they separated, and indeed, she did, and it was during the day and time the murder happened, so therefore…

Sam: Well done. Bunnie is cleared.

(Bunnie’s light vanishes of the original 16 suspects. A bit of silence as they digest this information…)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 2 with Bean and Misao…Your line of inquiry was to interview Ah-Tsing, despite his deteriorating state. However, you found more than you bargained.

Bean: We did indeed sir. After getting some information from Tsing, we got a meeting from a friend of his, Ling Xiayou, and after a bit of cajoling, we managed to find out that Tsing went to the amusement park which she owns, and was helping out with fixing places up during the time of the murder, with them also saying that Tifa wasn’t him, so it looks like the three did separate…putting Tifa in the frame, but clearing Tsing as evidence proves he was there.

Misao: The logbook.

Bean: Correct, my esteemed partner!

(A few giggle)

Misao: (embarrassed) Anyway…after we confirmed Tsing’s alibi, we bumped into Andy Bogard, who was a bit upset with us…but did give us something which we interrupted as a clue, a haiku, which ended with the words ‘blood man’ which we referred to as a clue to the founding of Macaba.

Bean: We then headed to the library, and after a lot of searching, we found that the verse came from a poem/haiku written by Izumi Hirazi, the girl supposedly the daughter of the Blood Man, possibly the true founder of Macaba. 

Sam: It looks like clue if you can call it that came from Andy’s mouth, it could be a link with him…and others of course.

(They nod as Sam has one more order of business.)

Sam: Before we finish for today, I have some unfortunate news. Back at base, someone delivered this and left without a trace. It’s not very nice.

(Inside the bag is not a nice thing. It is Videl’s Saiya-girl outfit, covered in blood. None of the girls really wanted to see that and Kikuchi looks on in disgust. Seta and Bean seem O.K, but it’s not pleasant for anyone’s eyes.)

Sam: Inside the bag is indeed Videl’s outfit, which the killer obvious felt he or she needed to dispose of. Attached with it as well…is you-know-what.

(The ‘you-know-what’ is in fact, the dreaded 2 killer game locations, this time ‘OLD CASTLE’ AND ‘BUILDING SITE’ are the two locations. One of these holds the all-important killer clue. The other…just killer.)

Sam: The killer is obviously now showing visual aids of what will happen to you if you get it wrong. With this case losing suspects…down to 7 now…we are getting ever closer to the killer, so make me proud, and make sure you aren’t the next to fall to the killer. I bid you a goodnight.

(Sam leaves as the group of 5 detectives who can be chosen for the killer’s game are still nervous. The Chief is right, the case is slowly wrapping up, so can they hold their nerve?)

(Tomorrow will prove if they can…)

*   *   *   * 

3.00am

(It’s 3 in the morning, and the remaining 6 contestants are in their beds (with one room empty, Kikuchi excuses himself and sleeps in that one, leaving all 3 men sleeping on their own whilst the three girls remain in the same room) sleeping the night off…but their sleep is about to be interrupted.)

(Outside, a figure on a motorcycle is watching outside the HQ. In their hand is a brick…)

*WHOOOSSSHHH*

*SMASH*

(The sound of breaking glass outside gets the attention of Kikuchi, who steps out.)

Kikuchi: What the…

(Shot as Anna and Seta also are slowly getting downstairs…)

Anna: (sleepily) We heard it too…

Seta: Let’s be careful…

(It isn’t long as the disturbance manages to get the two girls and even the heavy sleeper Bean is managed to be awoke. Kikuchi leads the 6 downstairs, armed with a flashlight, to look for the shattered glass.)

Kano: There!

(Kano sees the broken window as the shattered glass is annoying for 6 tired investigators, even worse when Seta sees the brick…with a message.)

Seta: Guys…

(Bean gets a bag as they put the brick inside it, being careful not to do anything to the message. Anna begins to clear up the mess whilst the others try to figure out what to do with the window.)

(With no other option in mind, they are forced to call the Chief on this disturbance. Despite the early hours of the morning, a detective’s job is never done.)

*   *   *   *

3.30am

(A couple of cars arrive, as the whole Quad-R crew (Tom Greenville, Jim Slica and the Chief Sam Lockheart arrive with a few Officer Jennies to read the situation. After securing the area, the Chief speaks to his battle weary troops (and trying to ignore Tom’s Pikachu nightcap…))

Sam: What happened here?

Seta: I presume that someone threw a brick at the window and took off. 

Sam: A brick?

Kikuchi: It had a message attached to it. One which was seen as a…threat shall we say?

Sam: Take me to it.

(The two do so as Sam goes to the bag and inspects the message. He nods.)

Sam: Very well. We’ll sort this out in the morning. After the boys and girls have finished with sorting this out, get back to sleep and at tomorrow’s morning conference, we’ll talk this out.

(The team there nod, as some have already drifted back to sleep (O.K, Misao, who’s draped on Anna’s back) anyway. The team decide to try and get back to bed and just wait on everyone sorting everything out…)

*   *   *   *

9.00AM – MORNING CONFERENCE (DAY 14)

(The 2nd day of this series of inquiries has already been a hectic one in the early hours and a tired remaining 6 detectives have managed to drag themselves up for their latest inquiry. The Chief, Sam Lockheart, seems alert and ready at least. This inquiry is going to need a bit of a poll though first…)

Sam: Good morning.

All: (drowsy) Morning Chief…

Sam: Not quite what we expected was it? In the early hours of the wee morning, you got a message from someone via the old brick through the window routine. Now, what did this message say?

(Sam retrieves the message in the bag and reads aloud what it says.)

Sam: ‘Send your weakest detective to me at 10:00 hrs. Make sure he or she is alone. I will be waiting at the Petrified Forest. Be there otherwise I won’t be happy…and trust me, you won’t like that.’

(The group look in a combination of surprise, interest and fear.)

Sam: Well…what could this be?

Kikuchi: Someone is invited us for a rendezvous by the looks of things, or to be more specific, one of us, namely our weakest detective.

Sam: Yes. Now I have no idea if this is genuine or a hoax; and I have no clue as to who could have sent the message. Could it be the killer or someone connected to the killer? I don’t know, but we are emphasizing extreme caution. Whoever wrote this meant come alone, so that is what we are going to do. But first…

(The Chief comes round and hands the 5 detectives, (he doesn’t hand one to the LI) a piece of paper.)

Sam: On this piece of paper, I want you to mark out of 4, 4 being highest and 1 being lowest, your fellow detectives, except for the lead investigator. Whoever scores the lowest from the combined totals will have to do this task.

(The members are now a bit interested, but Sam hands them each a pen and they are forced to do so. Bean, Kano, Kikuchi, Misao and Seta are literally going to send someone to the wolves.)

*   *   *   *

(It doesn’t take long for the 5 to do the task. Sam comes around and collects them. He works out the scores for each person and nods.)

Sam: The person to do this task as, nominated by the team, will be…

(Dramatic pause)

Sam: …Misao.

(Misao’s eyes widen and you can see the fright and shock. The members seem nonchalant, though Bean looks a bit guilty.)

SCORES

Bean: 8 (1 from Kano, 2 from Kikuchi, 3 from Misao, 2 from Seta)

Kano: 12 (1 from Bean, 4 from Kikuchi, 4 from Misao, 3 from Seta)

Kikuchi: 15 (3 from Bean, 4 from Kano, 2 from Misao, 4 from Seta)

Misao: 6 (2 from Bean, 2 from Kano, 1 from Kikuchi, 1 from Seta)

Seta: 11 (4 from Bean, 3 from Kano, 3 from Kikuchi, 1 from Misao)

Sam: Misao, if you please, would you get ready and we’ll get you secure.

(Misao is obviously nervous/scared, but does her best to hide it. Needless to say, it’s not a very convincing performance, especially as she is forced to leave her harisen here as well. The girls offer kind words but it does at least feel a blow to her small ego that she is seen as the weakest…unless it was strategy of course…)

*   *   *   *

(Misao heads out to the van with a wave as the members feel a little guilty, but hope that it is nothing bad.)

Sam: With Misao gone, there are no lines of inquiry until we hear from her. So I suggest if you can, to relax.

(The team nod, though their heart isn’t in it…)

*   *   *   *

10.00AM – PETRIFIED FOREST

(Misao has arrived at the outskirts of the forest, as the van waits outside hoping for the best as Misao rather nervously leaves the van, with the mysterious message.)

Misao: L-Let’s see…

(Misao trudges around, nervously, looking for someone…)

Misao: H-hello?

(The place looks deserted. Misao hears a crow cawing and jumps…)

Misao: Kyaahhh! (breathes deeply) It’s O.K…O.K…

(Misao continues to search, but the forest looks empty. She looks up in case whoever it is maybe in the trees.)

Misao: Maybe it was a false alarm…

(You just know something is going to happen when someone says it…)

(In a flash, someone like with the speed of light appears behind Misao, who turns around to scream, but too late. The person has his or her hand around her mouth and gets hit with a small chop to the side of her neck. Misao falls unconscious immediately.)

(The person looks down at the girl.)

????: Poor kid…I’m sorry I have to do this but…I got orders.

(The person picks up Misao and takes off throughout the forest…not sure where to though…)

*   *   *   *

10.45am

(An hour and forty-five minutes later and still no word, especially when the van driver calls to say that Misao hasn’t returned yet, making the team very nervous.)

11.00am

(At 11 exactly, another phone call comes in. Anna takes it.)

Anna: Hello? Lead Investigator Anna Reispegi here?

(A voice is breathing but we can’t tell who it is…until…)

Hayama: The girl got took.

(Anna shrieks, getting the attention of the team, but she continues.)

Anna: Who is this? That’s Akito Hayama right?

(More silence before Hayama speaks again.)

Hayama: Meet me at the forest as soon as possible.

(Soon, it goes dead. Anna immediately calls the Chief.)

*   *   *   *

11.15am

(The Chief is all business)

Chief: Right! This is serious! Misao Amano has been kidnapped. We don’t know who by or how, but Akito Hayama called us from a payphone near the area, an hour after Misao was supposed to meet whoever sent the message. Did Hayama send it? We need to ask him, but our number one priority is getting Misao back. So the 4 of you, I want you to work together in looking for Misao and getting her back safely.

(The team are in agreement, especially Bean, who looks pissed.)

Chief: I want you to use any means necessary, fingerprints, tracking devices, whatever. Take what you want. We have a fellow detective whose life may be in danger and we need to find out where she is immediately. Be careful, we are dealing with a kidnapper, so we have to be extremely careful in dealing with the situations. Anna, Lead Investigator, you will be given a com device to allow you to offer advice and hear what is going on. I suggest you guys begin your strategy as Hayama is at the area, and he should be the first person you speak to.

(The team nod, as some are gung-ho, some are angry, and some are concerned. This is slowly becoming more than a game now…)

*   *   *   *

11.40am

(All four members of the team have huddled in the same van, which is quite stuffy considering the amount of equipment they’ve had to use. Anyway, they arrive at the Petrified Forest, where they can see Hayama already waiting for them, sitting on a stump, looking at a photograph.)

(Bean is the first one off (and the van lifts itself slightly) as the other three head out after.)

Hayama: You’re late.

Bean: Listen kid, we got here as soon as we could, what more could you have asked for?

Hayama: Better detectives.

(As Bean is wondering where to just smile politely or smack him, Kikuchi takes control.)

Kikuchi: Sorry about this Mr. Hayama, but we need to ask you what you saw that made it necessary to call us.

(Hayama, as usual, is stone faced…but relents and talks…well, for him it’s talking.)

Hayama: I was jogging. I saw the girl. She was knocked out. I stopped and called you.

Bean: You knew our number?

(Hayama is silent. Kano now joins them and notices the photograph.)

Kano: Hey, that’s…

(Hayama swishes the picture away, but too late, Kano has seen it.)

Kano: That’s of Hotaru isn’t it?

(Hayama turns, his hair covering his eyes, but he begins kicking a tree. The team sweatdrops, as Seta finally gets out of the van.)

Seta: Mr. Hayama, if you please…did you see what happened after that?

(Hayama shakes his head…but points in a direction.)

Hayama: The person went that way.

(The three guys head in that direction…whilst Kano picks up on what she saw, and perhaps a more important part than they thought…)

Kano: So, why do you hold a picture of Hotaru?

(Hayama refuses to budge, but Kano, a master of a) analysing peoples faces and b) a master of anything involved with the word ‘romance’, puts two and two together.)

Kano: You like her huh?

(Hayama gives her the ‘spooky glare of death’. No affect on Kano though, she sees it all the time with her sister. ^_^)

Kano: You’re not going to budge huh?

(It seems that way…until…)

Hayama: Mimi did it you know.

Kano: Huh?

Hayama: Brought it on herself…didn’t let me see her. All the others…they didn’t understand.

(Hayama walks off.)

Hayama: I never realised…how a girl could love another girl…

Kano: J-J-Jutto matte! (Hold on!)

(Hayama turns and goes up to Kano who stares intently.)

(Suddenly, Hayama leans forward AND KISSES KANO! The sandy haired girl is shocked but Hayama pulls away quickly. He sprouts cheetah ears and pretty much runs like one outta sight.)

Kano: (spitting) Why that little…huh?

(On the floor, Hayama has ‘dropped’ something. It’s the photo. Kano picks it up…and on the back, sees something.)

Kano: Geez…

(On the back is a signature from Hotaru to Andy, Hayama and Yuri, it says ‘I am sorry I couldn’t be with you. But I have to help her. I’m the one who can. I don’t care what Mimi feels…but I still have to help you. Yuri-oniichan, Andy-oniisan…Akito-kun…gomen.’)

Kano: Whoa…is that what he meant by same feelings? Mimi and…(smiles)…I think a motive just got greater for Mr. Hayama, Miss Sakizaki and Mr. Bogard.

(Kano takes the photograph and puts it in a bag, and now heads over where the three guys are. As she leaves, Hayama watches her retreating figure to the area…)

Hayama: I’m beginning not to care whether they find out or not now…

*   *   *   *

(At the end of the road, the team are back together, and Kano shares the clue with them, but the boys have found something else.)

Bean: Fresh tracks, not too long ago, and from a motorcycle.

Kikuchi: Leave it to a master of the road to see this.

Bean: Hey, I may suck at everything else, but I know my vehicles and how they are used on the road.

Kikuchi: We believe so. So if they are fresh, does that mean whoever took Misao was on a motorcycle?

Seta: Most likely, now which of our suspects have a motorcycle?

Kano: Not necessarily suspects, maybe…well, we know Andy has one, maybe that’s why Hayama knew of…

(Suddenly, they get a phone call from Anna.)

Kano: What’s up girlfriend?

Anna: Not the time! Come back and see what just came for me on the computer!

Kano: If it’s an e-mail…

Anna: It isn’t, and you need to see it, it concerns Misao…trust me!

Kano: Right, right…we’ll be back in two shakes of a digi-tail…

(Kano hangs up)

Kano: That was Anna. Something up back at HQ and we need to get back.

Kikuchi: That’s O.K. I think we’ve got everything. Heading back?

Bean: Sure.

(The team do so, hoping they’ve got evidence enough to slowly pinpoint Misao’s kidnapper…)

*   *   *   *

(…and it turns nasty as Anna indeed shows what she found.)

(It’s a video file, of Misao on a chair, her arms tied behind her. She’s still unconscious. A disguised voice fills the file with dread.)

????: THIS PRETTY LITTLE GIRL IS NOW IN OUR POSSESSION. I SUGGEST YOU DO AS I TELL YOU. THE INVESTIGATION…STOP IT AND LEAVE TOWN. NOTHING ELSE WILL COME IN BETWEEN EVERYTHING YOU HAVE ALREADY DONE. IF YOU DON’T GO THROUGH WITH THIS, I CAN’T GUARANTEE THIS GIRL’S SAFETY.

(The files ends as the team are visibly a bit concerned.)

Kano: What do we do now?

Bean: They never said they would return Misao right? That means whatever they say is worth diddly squat.

Kikuchi: He’s got a point. If only we could pinpoint where that was…

Anna: Maybe we can. 

Seta: How so?

Anna: Kikuchi…

(Suddenly, Kikuchi realises Anna’s idea. He nods as he gets a set. Our two computer experts are about to do a little enhancing…)

Anna: I’ll take sound…

Kikuchi: I’ll get visual.

Kano: (snaps her fingers) I get it! Sound and visual enhancement! If we can get some kind of clue of what’s in that file maybe we can get a clue of where Misao is being held.

Anna: Right. I would have tried sooner…but…well…Kikuchi is better at this than me so…

Kikuchi: Very well Anna.

(Kikuchi does his thing as Anna follows his need. They begin to enhance the visuals as Kikuchi goes upside down, back to front, pixilation, anything to see if there is a clue. Anna’s sound enhancement however gets a good clue.)

(During the message, another faint sound is heard in the background…chimes.)

Seta: Chimes?

Bean: Like of a traditional Japanese house? That doesn’t help much…

Seta: No, listen more carefully.

(They do so, and Kano is the first to realise what they are.)

Kano: That’s the sound of a grandfather clock.

Bean: Damn, you sure?

Kikuchi: She’s right. Now where is there a grandfather clock?

(The team begins to think.)

Seta: I believe that Akiko’s does.

Kano: So does Michiru’s.

Bean: And Yuri’s place.

Kikuchi: That doesn’t help much. But maybe this will…

(A picture of Misao on the chair doesn’t help much, but in the lower corner of the picture, there is something hidden. Kikuchi zooms in that area, and gets a poor picture of what it is…looks like two items. Again…he tries every angle, and sees what they are….)

Kikuchi: Looks like…

Anna: Art supplies?

Kano: That’s weird. Art supp…whoa, wait!

(On top of them is the big clue, and even Bean gets it.)

Bean: A violin?

*   *   *   *

(In case you haven’t worked out where Misao is being held, let’s cut to a live feed of Misao waking up, still tied down.)

Misao: H…huh? Wh-what?

????: Ah, you’re awake little one.

Misao: Huh? Who…what…where?

(Misao’s eyes full open, and in front of her is a very elegant and beautiful woman in a plain purple dress. It is of course, Michiru Kai’oh.)

Misao: (groans) Ittaa…

Michiru: Gomen, I did ask Haruka to not use too much force…

Haruka: Hey, how was I supposed to expect that she was the one coming? I had the chloroform for the big guy and the little one comes instead…

(Haruka Ten’ou, Michiru’s partner in crime, seems to have come back from kidnapping Misao, after using her own motorcycle to get there.)

Haruka: I can’t believe I agreed to this plan.

Michiru: I’m sorry Haruka-san, but we need this to end. And with Hibiki dying…we can’t let any more suspicion come to poor Hotaru. She’s has too much happen to her already.

Misao: M-Michiru-san…w-why?

Michiru: (bowing) I’m sorry we had to do this, but we felt it was the best way to try and get you and your friends to stop digging in. Already too much has happened here, and it all seems to let her here.

Haruka: (sighs) Why are you telling her this? 

Michiru: Does it make any difference? We know there are some good people on that team. They won’t let one of theirs be in danger…

(Misao understandably is now a little nervous…)

Misao: D-danger?

Haruka: Well…that depends on what actions your friends take…

*   *   *   *

(Said friends are now getting organised with help from the Chief. After calling to confirm they know where Hotaru is, the Chief now will personally send them out into battle to recover Misao.)

Sam: This mission requires utmost care. This is a hostage situation, and I expect you 4 to treat it like one. A life could be in danger, and we don’t want that to be happening.

All: Right.

Sam: Anna, you will accompany your team and working from the van. The rest of you, you’ll be negotiating and trying to rescue Misao without harm. Their demands are for us to drop the investigation. Why? Learn that first before trying to do anything stupid. Any questions?

(Silence)

Sam: My boys will be on stand-by. We have orders to arrest Michiru Kai’oh and Haruka Ten’ou on the suspicion of kidnapping. Be careful out there, and DON’T do anything reckless.

(The team nod, realising the dangerous situation that Misao could be in.)

Sam: Off you go.

(The team including Anna head off to the Ka’ioh mansion, as the Chief gets ready to follow up, should the team mess up. Little do they know is that this is all a test, and if they mess it up, they ALL fail…except for Misao. She, believe it or not, has a test as well.)

*   *   *   *

KAI’OH MANSION – HOSTAGE SITUATION: 12.05PM

(Misao is still very uncomfortable, but at least Michiru is feeding her. Notice the fact that Hotaru isn’t anywhere. Misao decides to point out that fact…wise move?)

Misao: Um…

Michiru: Yes?

Misao: Where’s Hotaru-chan?

Michiru: (smiles) We couldn’t let her see this…especially when we saw it was you who came to our message, she got attached to you the other day, so she’s at the amusement park. 

(Misao of course, doesn’t know the information Hayama gave the team so can’t ask about the whole Hayama/Hotaru thing, but she can ask about Mimi/Hotaru…)

Misao: It’s not fair…why did you do this?

Michiru: (sighs) Believe me, if there was another way, we’d take it, but we needed to make an example. The Ka’ioh family has been linked with this town for generations, more so than the Tachikawas. And with everything linking poor Hotaru with them, we wanted it to stop. (firm) Now.

Misao: Is it something to do with the founding?

*NOTE – THIS NEXT SCENE MAY BE A BIT NERVEWRACKING TO ANY OF THOSE WHO DON’T ENCOURAGE SHOUJO-AI OR SOMEONE HITTING A YOUNG GIRL. ALL THE FOLLOWING SCENES IN BOLD YOU MAY IGNORE IF YOU DON’T WANT TO READ IT, AS NOTHING IS TOLD WITHIN THESE LINES WHICH WILL LINK TO THE CASE…HONEST.

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED. CONTINUE.*

(Haruka enters and is not happy with the young girl)

Haruka: Don’t you ever mention that to Michiru…ever. We said not for the investigators to mess with us again, this means you as well…

(Without warning, and to the surprise of Michiru, Haruka slaps Misao on the cheek. Outside, they are unaware that Hotaru has actually returned and was looking through the window, and is shocked. She doesn’t interfere, but instead seems to go round the back.)

Michiru: (shocked) Haruka-san! That was uncalled for!

Haruka: I’m sorry, but there was no other way to get her to shut up. These investigators have been too busy sniffing around here for way too long, it’s time we shut them up.

Michiru: But…she’s just a child!

Haruka: She’s an investigator now, look. (plucks off her ID) Therefore, she’s as bad as any of them. I don’t care how much Hotaru likes some of them, they are all enemies in my opinion.

(Michiru is unsure whether to do anything. Misao’s lip is bleeding slightly and she is sniffling. The bruise on her neck from the chop Haruka gave her earlier is also turning a blue colour. Michiru goes closer to her.)

Michiru: Poor dear…

(Michiru slowly fondles Misao’s arm and one of her legs, as now, Haruka’s eyes widen.)

Michiru: I always felt…in times like this…to get them to break…bring on their fears…

(Michiru leans over and kisses Misao on the mouth, even with the blood. Misao’s eyes widen and she seems to scream, but it’s muffled by the kiss. It pretty much deepens as Misao can’t move and Michiru doesn’t seems stopping any time soon. Fortunately, Hotaru isn’t here to witness this.)

(Michiru finally let go as Misao is shivering and spooked. Michiru leans over to kiss the bruise on her neck as Haruka looks on.)

Haruka: I see. Instead of physical torture for the little one, mental.

(It certainly appears to be working as Michiru stands up and cups Misao’s chin.)

Michiru: Now then, are you going to tell us everything you know about what you learnt about Hotaru…or are you going to make us mess with your pretty little face some more?

(A close up of Michiru’s face sees a tear going down her right eye, though neither Haruka or Misao seem to notice. Misao seems to be on breaking point.)

Haruka: I suggest you do as she wishes. We can get more deadly if we need to be.

(Misao is caught in two minds. Her eyes closed, whimpering, close to breaking. But suddenly…a voice in her head seems to stop her. They seem to be of people who have always supported her. Hiroto, Kenji, Rumiya, Kano, Anna…Sasami. Their voices are in her head and she can’t get them out…)

Michiru: Folding? Wise choice.

Misao: (most blooding curdling scream since Minato from Nadesico witnessed the death of her boyfriend) NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!

Haruka: She snapped.

Misao: NOOOOOOOOO! No…..I won’t.

Haruka: Huh, I won’t?

Misao: No…I won’t. I won’t given in…I’ve been tortured worse when I was Pixy Misa. I lived without my father for most of my life. It took me 10 years to get my first real friend. I have people here…people there…people who count on me…so I WON’T GIVE UP!

(Both Michiru and Haruka seem shocked. They are stunned into silence by the young girl for a few moments as Haruka looks down.)

Haruka: I’ll give you credit chibi-chan. You are tougher than you look. But as I said, we can give worse. And we won’t stop until you…

Hotaru: STOP IT!!!!!!

(I guess I’ll return from here now…)

(Hotaru has re-entered the house possibly from a back entrance as Haruka and Michiru are caught in two minds as their ‘daughter’ emerges from out of nowhere.)

Michiru: Hotaru? What are you…?

Hotaru: Never mind! What are you doing to Miss Amano here?

(The two aren’t sure whether they can answer that question. Hotaru looks visibly shaken. Misao is in a passed out state in the chair.)

Hotaru: Momma-Michiru! Papa-Haruka! What have you done? (She’s near crying)

(Again, the two adults are unsure whether to answer. Haruka finally breaks the silence.)

Haruka: It was only for you Hotaru. We needed to stop them…

Hotaru: AND YOU DID THIS FOR MY SAKE? THAT’S WRONG! TO PROTECT ME? TO KEEP AWAY THINGS? I DON’T CARE ABOUT THAT…BUT WHY DID YOU DO THIS? WHY? WHY?!

(Hotaru leaves the room crying, as Michiru and Haruka are unsure what to do now.)

Michiru: I’ll talk to her.

Haruka: What about me?

Michiru: Put the detective in the back room. We’ve still got detectives to bargain with. We can still get them out of here.

Haruka: Right. Now she’s probably traumatised too…

(Michiru walks off as Haruka unties Misao and carries her down to another room. Meanwhile…)

*   *   *   *

Bean: If they’ve harmed a hair on her head…

Kikuchi: Easy big man. Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.

RESCUE MISSION: 12.45AM

(The team, all 5 detectives, are heading out. Kano, Kikuchi, Seta and Bean will be heading out to try and get an operation to save Misao. Anna meanwhile will be their eyes and ears for anything that happens.)

Kano: So, do we try and sneak in and rescue her?

Kikuchi: Too risky. Unlike when the girls did Akiko’s place, there wasn’t a life at stake. I don’t think the Chief was kidding about that.

Bean: What happened to the game part?

Seta: Thrown out the window. This is officially serious now.

(As they park themselves out of sight, the four on patrol head to Michiru’s mansion, armed with themselves, some binoculars, a megaphone, and some camouflage equipment. Their plan seems to be Bean, Kano and Kikuchi to try and talk some sense, whilst Seta tries to sneak as far as possible to see if he can see Misao.)

Bean: Dammit.

Kikuchi: Calm down. We’ll get her back.

Kano: What if worse comes to worse and we have to forfeit the investigation? 

Kikuchi: The Chief knows what he’s doing. He’ll bring in backup to arrest them. Remember, our job is to save Misao.

Bean: Right. Seta, you ready?

Seta: (in camouflage gear) It’s like slithering around the sands of Egypt again.

Kikuchi: Yeah….right. Just make sure they don’t spot you.

(Back inside…it seems Hotaru has been locked in her room as we can hear attempting openings from upstairs and Michiru and Haruka back in the main room, talking.)

Michiru: So what do we do now?

Haruka: Stick with our original plan. Make sure they know she’s in trouble, and won’t be released until our demands are met. 

Michiru: Right. (sighs) I can’t believe it came down to this.

Haruka: (puts an arm round her) Believe it, Michiru. Believe it.

(The two of them now have their transforming pens out.)

Michiru: Let’s do it. Let’s stop this once and for all.

Haruka: For Hotaru…whether she likes it or not.

(The two nod.)

*   *   *   *

Bean: Why did we have to park far away from the place? Is Anna’s communication even going to reach?

Kikuchi: It’s to make sure they don’t get a head start on seeing us. We need to be careful…

Bean: Yes, yes, you’ve said that a dozen times.

Kano: I don’t think we should be fighting now.

Kikuchi: Kano’s right. (on the walkie-talkie) Seta, you in position?

Seta: (muffled) Yes…I’m slowly advancing, I’m in position, do you want me to continue or wait?

Kikuchi: Keep going, we’ll be the main distraction…

????: WORLD SHAKING!

(Before the team can react, a huge burst of energy comes from the ground and fires to the side of the three detectives, who have gone open-mouthed…)

Bean: What the…

????: DEEP SUBMERGE!

(Another high concentration of energy, this time of water, fires to the other side of the 3. Aside from Seta, who is used to seeing strange sights, the other three are pretty much in shock.)

(A voice from a megaphone greets them. It is Haruka, in her Sailor Uranus guise, and Michiru in her Sailor Neptune one. Although in the show, it’s supposed to be secret, we’ll ignore that and realise the fact that we have intelligent people on her team that know who…)

Bean: Who the heck are they?

(Kikuchi and Kano facefault, Seta sweatdrops and Anna buries her head in her lap back at the van.)

Kikuchi: It’s Michiru and Haruka, and it seems they are showing a few new tricks to us.

Kano: (megaphone) What are you two doing?

Haruka: (megaphone) Sorry, but it was just to get your attention. It shows what we can do to you…and to Misao if you aren’t careful. 

Michiru: (megaphone) Trust us…we don’t want that option….

Bean: You dirtbags!

Kikuchi: Idiot…don’t antagonise them!

(Haruka and Michiru seem to let that one go.)

Michiru: (megaphone) We’ll allow that, because it’s obvious that you care about her. If I had a daughter that cute, I would as well.

Haruka: (megaphone) And as long as you do what we say, the few adjustments we gave her will remain as it is.

(That seems to crack Bean…and before Kano and Kikuchi could stop him…)

Bean: You bitches! I thought you were a woman of class Michiru, but for what you did…

Haruka: WORLD SHAKING!

(The energy is at a moderate force as it’s coming towards Bean. Bean doesn’t move, he stands his guard as the powerful youma destroying energy hits him full force…)

(…and he bursts from it.)

Haruka: What the…

Bean: Heh heh…(a bit singed and obviously hurt, but he’s not showing it.)…takes more than that to take down the Road Buster.

Haruka: SHUT UP! If you don’t want your little girl to feel the same thing, then I suggest…

Kikuchi: You idiot, you’ve pissed them off long enough!!!

(Bean can’t be restrained, but what he is doing is given Michiru and Haruka something to focus on, whilst Seta moves on. Whilst he’s doing this…Misao is antagonizing back in the house.)

*   *   *   *

Misao: (to herself) I feel…bad. Yet…I feel I made my point…it was bad. Real bad…but good to me. Why?

(Misao thinks)

Misao: Because I beat my fears. I didn’t give in. 

(Misao’s thoughts are interrupted by a welcome visitor…)

Misao: Huh?

(Shot of a very pretty teenage girl in a Sailor fuku, and is carrying what appears to be a spear like scythe in her hands. The girl smiles.)

Misao: W-who are you?

????: Don’t you recognise me Misao? It’s me…Hotaru…Sailor Saturn.

Misao: H-Hotaru-chan?

Hotaru: Yes, but don’t spill it. Anyway, I was locked in my room but they obviously didn’t realise I can still use my powers. I transformed and smashed the door with my scythe, though I’d better be careful with my powers. Anyway…

(A quick cut with it and Misao’s ropes are gone. Hotaru/Saturn helps the girl up as Misao looks thankful, but also dead to the world.)

Misao: Thank you.

Hotaru: It’s O.K…I don’t care why they were doing it…but it was wrong. Now, we need to get you out.

(They are walking, but Misao then notices something shining on her wrist. Even in her state, she is still a detective. The shine gives it away but Misao asks.)

Misao: What’s that?

Hotaru: Oh? (indicates what looks like half a necklace) It’s a present…from Hayama-kun.

Misao: Hayama?

Hotaru: Yes. Despite everything…we couldn’t see each other because of my parents and the Tachikawa’s…and Mimi. So…

(She indicates the necklace…and Misao instantly recognises it.)

Misao: What does that say?

Hotaru: It’s says ‘…OF THE FENCE.’ I have no idea what happened to the first half of the necklace, but I don’t care. (holds it) It’s special to me.

Misao: (remembering what Hayama did to her (and not realising what he did to Kano) He hasn’t…um…

Hotaru: Oh no…not me. (chuckles) I think he knows what would happen if he did.

Misao: O.K…(groans)…owww…

Hotaru: Let’s get you out of there.

(Misao and Hotaru/Saturn escape the backroom, with the aid of Hotaru’s scythe. Is there a clue there that we didn’t notice?)

*   *   *   *

(As the girls escape, Bean and company don’t know that Misao has been rescued, and negotiations have turned violent as Bean took a full frontal ‘World Shaking’. Bean is O.K, but is taking a rest as Kano prays that Haruka doesn’t try that on her. Needless to say, Kano and Kikuchi aren’t quite as tough as the Road Buster.)

Kano: Please…we’re sorry, but we don’t want any more injured…

Haruka: Well, you know our terms…

(Michiru stays quiet as Haruka does the talking. Meanwhile, Seta is still trying to camouflage himself, but he’s getting nowhere. Suddenly, he spots someone half-dragging Misao out.)

Seta: (on walkie-talkie) Anna…you there?

(Unfortunately, Michiru hears him.)

Michiru: Whose there?

(Michiru powers up a ‘Deep Submerge’ but Seta somersaults backwards before Michiru can fire it. The girl looks disappointed.)

Michiru: Seta…I didn’t expect you. An adoptive parent to another…

Seta: Well, mine doesn’t quite fall in the same category as yours…

(A quick ‘Papa no baka’ back at the Hinata Inn, Anna sees no choice.)

Anna: O.K…Chief come in…we need back-up…

(Anna’s call is all that’s needed. Sam, along with Jim and Tom (wearing an Arbok plushie for Jessie’s cameo in the fic) head off, along with a plethora of Jennies, people from Dou-lai’s (Chun-Li’s father’s) Hong Kong Police Department and various other no-names to get their moment in glory.)

(Seta’s call to Anna seemed to be a bit late…but Hotaru is not letting Misao out of her sight…)

Hotaru: Come on girl…we need to get you hidden.

Misao: Hey, what the…

(Misao is gently lifted into the Senshi of Destruction’s arms, as the frail Hotaru Tomoe has been replaced by this powerful and elegant firefly. Misao even blushes at the close attention.)

Hotaru: I’ll put you over here…don’t you move…

(Hotaru places Misao near a ditch, where the girl lies there in wait, cold and nervous…)

Hotaru: I’d better go. They’ll suspect me…but I don’t think I care now.

(Misao nods…)

Misao: Hotaru-chan…

(The Senshi turns as Misao smiles for the first time during this ordeal…)

Misao: Thank you.

(Hotaru nods and vanishes back into the house. Seta knows that Misao is safe, but now he’s been spotted, has to come to the words. However, Michiru and Haruka don’t know that Anna is back at the van out of sight, and has called in reinforcements…O.K, I wouldn’t call Tom Greenville reinforcement, but work with me here people…)

Haruka: You’ve seen what you can do, and I don’t see anyone with too many powers out there so I suggest you cave in now.

Kano: Listen please…all we want is Misao safe.

Michiru: And you know what we want for that…

Seta: Hold it Kano.

(Seta walks towards the two K’s, as Bean stands up again.)

Seta: Maybe we should talk to them first. What is it that is so bad that we need to get away from the investigation? Is it just something about Hotaru?

Michiru: What are you talking about?

Seta: Oh nothing, just making casual conversation. Is there any other reason, or are you that upset about Hotaru? We know about some of the things of her past…and her powers. The ability to heal in particular…

(Haruka steps back)

Seta: Now, poor Hotaru obviously didn’t accept this as it made her look like an outcast. But why? It’s just a lovely power that could be used…or is that the reason why you are being too protective? You don’t want her…

Michiru: (upset) That’s enough! I don’t want her to fall in the hands of those Tachikawa bastards!

(Even Haruka is surprised by Michiru’s tone of voice, as tears come from IMO the most beautiful girl of Sailor Moon.)

Michiru: They wanted control…the adoption was the stop…if it wasn’t for Setsuna…and then…Mimi and Hotaru…the rumours…if Mimi was a true friend to Hotaru, she would have protected her, not worried about her own pathetic self…why…why I…

(Suddenly, blazing sirens come to the team as a dozen or so cop cars surround the area. Haruka and Michiru step back.)

Haruka: We won’t be forced to attack you…don’t make us…cop cars won’t beat us…

(Fortunately, Chromus has got an enforcer of his own with them, our neighbourhood friendly goddess Skuld.)

Skuld: All right, put the fukus down…

(Notices the slight nosebleed from Kikuchi…and rightfully bashes him with a mallet…)

Skuld: …sorry, wrong choice of words. Anyway, surrender yourselves. You may be strong, but even against a 2nd class Goddess in training, you won’t beat me.

(Haruka and Michiru look ready to retaliate, but they know she’s right. Dou-lai jumps out of his car as Sam, Tom and Jin flank him.)

Dou-lai: All right, who is responsible for this…

(Michiru is about to speak, but is stopped…by Haruka.)

Haruka: I am.

(A brief silence before Haruka speaks again.)

Haruka: This was all my doing. I lured the young girl here. I kidnapped her…heck, I hurt her at one point.

Bean: You brawny bitch!!!

(Bean has to be restrained by all his fellow detectives before he could inflict some bodily harm on Haruka, but Sailor Uranus continues speaking.)

Haruka: I accept all that can be placed on me…but Michiru was not involved with this.

Kikuchi: Somehow I doubt that.

Haruka: I was the one who kidnapped her…I’m the only one that can drive a motorcycle remember?

(The team realise that Haruka has got them. Unless they get a statement from Misao of Michiru doing bodily arm or physically aiding the kidnapping, Haruka is the only one going to jail.)

Haruka: I will go quietly.

(Sam goes over and begins to read her rights. Dou-lai then has a word with Michiru.)

Dou-lai: Whether what Haruka says is true or not, you are now under constant supervision. And Hotaru, your daughter, is going to a welfare state for a few days whilst we talk to her about everything. I suggest you use this time to prepare yourself for the worst…because once we find the girl, you could be in real trouble.

(The team prepare to charge the house, but they are stopped by Seta.)

Seta: No need.

Kano/Kikuchi/Bean and half the police: Huh?

Seta: Misao, it’s O.K! You can come out now, it’s over.

(The team are wondering what the heck Seta is on about…but their questions are answered when a slightly bloody, bruised, tired and dirty Misao emerges creeping from the ditch. Seta smiles as Misao go up to him, and he scoops the girl in a hug as she cries into Seta’s chest. The others join Misao as they remark on Misao’s ‘escape.’)

Kano: How the heck did you do it?

Kikuchi: It seems you’re tougher than we expected Misao-chan.

Bean: That’s my little girl.

(The team are wrapped up when Misao asks an odd request.)

Misao: Minna-san…have any of you got my harisen?

(They give her an odd look.)

Kano: You going to change into Misa?

(Misao shakes her head.)

Misao: No…I promise.

(Misao is given the harisen by Kano.)

Misao: Seta…can you carry me over to Michiru?

(Another odd request, but Seta grants it. The police officers at first seem to not want to do this, but on Misao’s insistence (and cuteness) they relent. Michiru is confused…)

(…until Misao raises the harisen to strike her! Michiru’s eyes widen and some of the team are shocked…but Misao stops inches from her nose, tears from her eyes.)

Misao: For the sake…of your wonderful adopted daughter…I will not get angry…but Michiru-san, what you did was despicable. Yes, it was mostly Haruka, and no, you didn’t physically hurt me…but mark my words, if I see you again…hell will pay when Pixy Misa comes…not Misao Amano.

(Misao hops from Seta’s arms and back to the group shocked…including Sam.)

(It’s been a long day. Haruka is placed in handcuffs, as she returns to her normal self, her sabre and transforming pen removed. Michiru, the same is done to her. Some 24 hr guards are going to be watching her, whilst some are ready to enter…to escort Hotaru to have a long chat with her for a couple of days…)

(As for the team…)

*   *   *   *

3.00pm

Seta: I’ve wanted her to go for a while…this was the reason why. But I never expected her to be so full of…spirit.

(Shot as Misao is sleeping on the bed, Kano stroking her hair gently…the team are back at HQ. It has been a deadly day for one Misao Amano, but a disaster for pretty much everyone else.)

Kano: She’s so peaceful…are you sure that just wasn’t Misa in Misao form or something? That…was troublesome.

Kikuchi: I don’t know, but I’m glad Anna didn’t see that though. God knows what she would have thought.

(Downstairs however, Bean is giving Anna the 411)

Bean: She said she was saved by Hotaru, but pretty much passed out after chewing out Michiru. I tell you…I’m fortunate I didn’t lamp her or her partner…I really liked her as well…shows that you can’t judge by appearances.

Anna: Well…(softly)…it’s over.

Bean: You can say that again. 

Anna: I would check on her…but everyone’s done that already. (sighs) I think I’m glad I wasn’t part of that one.

Bean: Trust me…this time you got the good end of the deal.

(Anna nods, as she begins thinking. The conference isn’t until 5 hrs away…it may take that time for Misao to recover.)

*   *   *   *   

6.30pm

(It’s been a cluster of moves today as a tired team have to wonder how they’ve done. The rescue operation seemed to be a bit of a debacle so the teams are unsure of how they scored, especially Bean, who was teamed with Misao.)

Bean: So…what’s going to happen?

Kikuchi: I have no idea. With the Chief witnessing what we did at the rescue operation, whether he will be judging us on that is understandable, but will he?

Kano: There has to be more to this…

(Outside, Seta is taking the cold air, looking at his wedding ring.)

Seta: (to himself) The game is more than game now Haruka. Can you guide me to victory or is it all in vain?

(He looks back in the house where an empty Lead Investigator chair greets him.)

Seta: If what I feel may happen tonight, it could be the beginning of the end. 

(Seta walks off, as we ponder what he meant…As he does this, the team in the kitchen leave…only to be greeted.)

Kano: You’re O.K?

(Shot of Misao, being almost dragged down the stairs from her room by Anna. The smaller girl is obviously still a bit tired, as she shakes her head of whatever cobwebs she may have in her mind.)

Misao: I think so…but when I close my eyes…I can revisit the image…and it will haunt me…

Bean: What did they do to you?

Misao: A bit of…torture…

(The team gasps.)

Bean: Those bi…

Seta: Bean! 

(Bean looks pissed, but manages to curb his temper. Misao continues.)

Misao: They were trying to get me to give up the investigation for all of us…but…I didn’t.

Kano: You didn’t fold?

(A small smile comes on her face)

Misao: No, I didn’t.

Kikuchi: Good on you.

(As Misao gets helped into the rec room, Anna observes the team with her watchful eyes, as Seta notices her look. He sighs, and smiles.)

Seta: (to himself) I think today…the game will change.

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

EVENING CONFERENCE

(Despite their insistence, Misao joins the team for the final conference before tonight’s killer’s game. They discuss everything that has gone on here in the last few days, trying to make links with all the remaining suspects.)

Anna: So, Hibiki’s death…that ties in one again with Hotaru, which puts pretty much all but a few suspects in the frame.

Seta: Let’s see…we have Michiru…Yuri…Andy…and now Hayama with links with them, which probably makes these four the most likely suspects. 

Kikuchi: But that means we need a motive then for Akiko, Bulleta and Tifa.

Seta: That goes back to the old bounty hunter bit. If Tifa is one as well, the contract that Michiru supposedly made may have been for Tifa not Bulleta. Maybe Akiko wanted to protect Bulleta, and she hacked into the system with her own contract to frame Michiru, knowing she had a reason to kill Mimi.

Kano: That’s a good point. And with Tifa we still have the whole Corel thing. And Andy and Yuri have the whole aboard thing with their connections too.

Bean: And we still need to know if there is any significance with this founding stuff…and what the heck if that poem is the real deal, or it’s just a red herring…

Misao: (quiet) Well…I guess you can say it’s wide open at this stage.

(7 suspects remain.)

*   *   *   *

10.00pm

CHIEF’S FINAL CONFERENCE

(The Chief comes in after a hard days work for the Quad-R, as he had to supervise the arrest of Haruka Ten’ou. Tonight, however, business must go on. Two more people will play the ‘Killer’s Game.’ One will return with a killer clue, the other…the killer.)

Sam: Good evening.

All: Chief…

Sam: Before we begin, I have to inform you that Haruka Ten’ou has been sent to jail now and may serve trial in the next coming days for admitted trials of kidnapping and violence. If as suspected, she admits being guilty, the court will sentence her. As for Michiru, she will be under constant surveillance, although with her wealth, expect her to at least attempt a bail. Hotaru is under our care at the local welfare office, and we’ll be talking to her as soon as possible.

(The team nod.)

Sam: Now, as for your line of inquiries. It kind of changed once the whole Michiru business was under way, but…let’s talk about what happened on Day 1 for both teams, starting with Team 1.

(Seta, Kano and Kikuchi in the front row nod.)

Sam: You visited Akiko’s place, to discover if the whereabouts of Tifa Lockheart was true. You seemed to have found out a few other things as well. First of all…you cleared Bunnie Rabbot.

(A flashback of the records at Mishima of Bunnie’s maintenance on the day and time of the murder shows her being cleared of the crime.)

Sam: And then you also found Tifa’s whereabouts and established a link between Tifa and Akiko…learning how she learned of the contract on Akiko, and also learning she herself, was being hired as a bounty hunter, to help back her friend Barrett Wallace.

(The team nods)

Sam: Finally, you went over to the site of where Hibiki died, and found that the robot, Eimi, had been dumped there, pretty much destroyed. In it, you found a note. It said information about an auction which will occur tomorrow. Is this important? We’ll find out during tomorrow’s inquiries as you will be doing that.

(The team nods)

Sam: Team 2, Misao and Bean. You also had a busy first day as well. You went over to the temporarily closed 8th Heaven, where you encountered a drunken Ah-Tsing. However, despite this, and with a little help from other people, you managed to get information from him, and after a friend Ling came, you managed to clear Ah-Tsing from the crime as the records showed he was in the amusement park helping his friend.

(A flashback of the log records where Tsing did come in at the designated time and is therefore cleared of the murder. Of course, they also know that Tifa didn’t join him…)

Sam: After that, you bumped into Andy Bogard, and he gave you a very cryptic clue. The haiku he gave you was part of a large one, and using your initiative, you headed to the WB Library, and located the whole poem. That was good work. Whether it’s important…we do know it was written by the daughter of the ‘Blood Man’ someone who is suspected as the true finder of Macaba. We need to see who the descendant is, if anyone is, of this town.

(Sam stays silent…but comes back with a vengeance…)

Sam: But today…you guys blew it. You botched an operation which could have left one of your own in danger or worse. (angry) Bean, what were you doing? Rule one of hostage situations – NEVER ANTAGONISE THE KIDNAPPER! And you were just waiting for Haruka to attack you? Seta…you messed up as well…and Kano, I expected better from you as the top interviewer of the whole show…

(The team look embarrassed…)

Sam: …so I have no choice. I am failing you all.

(The 4 look solemn…but they suddenly realise that he’s only said 4 people…)

Sam: But…Misao…

(The young girl looks up.)

Sam: Your bravery is commended. You didn’t submit to the kidnapper’s tactics, and you managed to escape with a bit of help and luck. Plus…did you find anything out there?

Misao: (nods) Hotaru…had the other half of the necklace…like the one at the killer clue.

(A few of the team turn to her, not knowing this.)

Misao: It said ‘…of the fence.’

Sam: Right. If we put the necklace together, we have the words ‘ON THE OTHER SIDE…OF THE FENCE.’ Despite your senses, you managed to keep alert and still remain a detective at the darkest hours. So Misao Amano, it is with great pleasure that I pass you on your own lines of inquiry.

Misao – PASSED 

(Misao is now the only one immune from the killer’s vote. The plan that Kikuchi had, is now literally gone out.)

Sam: We also had a shredded letter to deal with, didn’t we Lead Investigator? And considering everything that has happened concerned Hayama, it seems DTA…Don’t Trust Anyone…is a motto we should all deal with. It all seems to link to Hotaru…but other little things are still in our heads. So, I suggest you realise this, as one of you won’t be coming back to think about it anymore. It’s time for the group vote.

(The team nod. Only Misao and the LI Anna cannot be voted for. The other 4 are all fair game…)

*   *   *   *

Sam: Bean…who will you choose to play the killer’s game…and why?

Bean: I will choose Kano. I believe as much as I was to blame, she, who usually has the leadership skills, really let us down.

KANO

Kano: I will vote for Bean Bandit. He is once again showed us that he is the weakest detective and will continue to be as long as he is here.

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: A no-brainer. With Misao, my main choice safe, I will vote for Bean Bandit, the next weakest in line. With the case slowly closing, we need our strongest team.

MISAO

Misao: I will vote for…Seta-san. I guess I…feel…intimidated by the way he constantly pushes for me to go…especially after what I went through…

SETA

Seta: I’ll vote for Bean. Today’s debacle showed us that he really isn’t suited for this environment, and he’s survived two killer games anyway, he should be used to it.

*   *   *   *

(The Chief comes to the front as the team recover into their seats.)

Sam: I have the results of the vote. The first person to play the killer’s game…will be….

(No BS this time, let’s get straight to it.)

Sam: Bean.

(Bean smirks, not at all surprised.)

VOTES:

BEAN (3): Kano, Kikuchi, Seta

Kano (1): Bean 

Seta (1) : Misao

Sam: The second vote will be at the hands of the Lead Investigator.

(Anna makes her way to the front, in what will be probably the toughest decision in the game. 3 of the 4 are part of a core alliance. But the other one is her closest friend in the game and just worked her heart out in a tough situation. What will Anna do?)

(Shot of Anna looking at the team, she sighs sadly and looks ahead.)

Anna: How can I justify my choice?

(She takes a look at the remaining 4 looking on unsure of who she will choose.)

Anna: It was a case of personal feelings vs. stability. I looked on and saw that everyone here, myself included, is playing tactically. And whilst I don’t approve of some of the ways that I’ve played as well as others, I know that to win, it’s a necessity. So today, I’m going to vote tactically, and vote for in my opinion, the strongest detective here, and that’s Kikuchi.

(Kikuchi’s eyes widen slightly…but he doesn’t seem as surprised as you might expect. Seta isn’t surprised at all. Kano however, looks shocked…and even a little angry.)

(Sam comes round with the two envelopes. They each have a killer location, ‘THE OLD CASTLE’ and ‘THE BUILDING SITE.’ The Chief doesn’t know where the killer will be hiding.)

Sam: Kikuchi, you first.

(The genius picks first and opens.)

Kikuchi: ‘THE OLD CASTLE.’

Sam: Kikuchi, the old castle.

Bean: ‘THE BUILDING SITE.’

Sam: Good luck. I think…you are going to need it.

*   *   *   *

10.45pm

Kano: I can’t believe it.

Kikuchi: (smiles) I can.

Kano: Why are you so calm? 

Kikuchi: Maybe I expected it. She’s smart and craftier than I think we gave her for. And we were going to do the same thing.

Kano: Yeah…but still…maybe I just never expected it off her…(pouts)…then again, I never really expected her to vote for Misao…

Kikuchi: Don’t worry. I’ll be back, and then all bets are off.

Kano: And if not?

Kikuchi: Then you are raising hell for both of us.

(Kikuchi then leans forward and plants a kiss on Kano’s cheek. The youngest Miyazawa blushes.)

Kikuchi: Just in case.

Kano: (nervous) Erm…h-hai.

(Outside however, the other two of the alliance seem to have slowly put their plan in motion.)

Seta: I thought you did it very tactfully.

Anna: (sighs) I had to say something to justify it. Now they are going to hate me…

Seta: Well…this could be the games turning point. We’ll have to see what happens.

(Elsewhere, Bean is going for the 3rd consecutive time to play the killer’s game, but with Misao safe, he’s fairly happy.)

Bean: Hey, play me every time, I don’t care. I think you deserved to stay here Misao.

Misao: Thank you.

Bean: You O.K?

Misao: Yeah. In my mind, I will remember what happened and be afraid, but also know I conquered my fears and did my team proud.

Bean: You know as well they would have voted you off and hoped Anna would have gone for me. Now, I want you to really sc…erm…mess them about if I don’t come back…

Misao: I’m not sure I understand.

Bean: (smiles) Well…

*   *   *   *

11.30pm

(It’s a subdued nature as Bean and Kikuchi head out to play the killer’s game. Kikuchi does get handshakes from his team members, and after a moment’s pause, he and Anna do hug (as Kano looks on, unsure of her feelings for both Kikuchi and Anna now this has happened).)

(Bean is his cocky self and just shrugs it off with the ‘they can’t kill me line’. He and Misao hugs, then high fives with Seta and Anna before heading out. Kikuchi will be castle gallivanting, whilst Bean will be working at the building site. One of them will return with a vital clue. The other…will encounter the killer and be removed from the game.)

*   *   *   *

12.00pm

KIKUCHI – OLD CASTLE

 (Armed with his infra-red lights, a bag and his belongings, Kikuchi heads out to the old castle, hoping to come back with a clue.)

Kikuchi: So far, so good. Why do I get the feelings I’ve signed my own death wish though?

(Cue the loud noises. Specifically gun and cannon shots coming from the rafters, as Kikuchi groans.)

Kikuchi: Loud aren’t they?

(The Holy Forest Academy genius continues on.)

*   *   *   *

12.01pm

BEAN – BUILDING SITE

(Bean, pretty much a veteran at these games now, is always prepared for the worst.)

Bean: O.K, let’s see what you’ve got for me today Mr. or Ms. Killer?

(He walks along, following the arrows on the ground, and a few creaks and squeaks make their way to Bean’s ears.)

Bean: Timber…or something like that.

(A metal crate smashes down near him.)

Bean: I was only kidding…

*   *   *   *

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: The castle isn’t doing me any favours. Anyway, I’m the composed one of the school…can’t let them seeing me be scared now.

(A wall come crashing and falling through of the castle.)

Kikuchi: Gah! (breathes out) Geez…

*   *   *   *

BEAN

Bean: I can hear them…

(Machines start to rev up, as a few fireworks blast off, deafening the massive man…)

Bean: What the hell was that?

*   *   *   *

(Time for everyone’s favourite. The dramatic music, the green light, the rushing to one of the locations…the killer is on the prowl…)

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: This is not good….

(He turns a corner and gulps. A guillotine with a head in a basket awaits him.)

Kikuchi: Not good at all.

BEAN

Bean: The machines are really pissing me off…

(Bean enters a building, where a lot of things seem to await him. Lots of building materials and bricks randomly falling off…)

Bean: Dammit, leave me be!

KIKUCHI

(Entering a room)

Kikuchi: Is that it?

(Spots a clue)

BEAN

Bean: I’ve done it again…

(Spot a clue…cue the double shot)

BANG

Kikuchi: YAAAAHHHHH!

Bean: What the…OH CRAPPPP…

(Silence)

*   *   *   *

12.35pm

(The victorious van comes back to greet the 4 people. The double doors open…)

(…and it’s…)

Kikuchi: (breathing hard) I can safely say this about the killer’s game…damn.

(Kano is the first to greet the genius, with a hug as the other three seem indifferent. Seta comes with a drink, Anna with a smile and Misao joining them. Whatever problems/differences there may be are for the time being forgotten.)

Kikuchi: I don’t want you guys to play this if you can, because it’s hell. Pure hell.

Seta: I believe you.

(Kikuchi has returned from the killer’s game. Bean Bandit hasn’t.)

(5 remain.)

*   *   *   *

Turn over to Inside HQ now to see the following;

-          Plans to eliminate Misao have to revolve around Seta trying to convince Anna with her vote if anything happens. But when she escapes the kidnapping, how hopeless is it?

-          Kano’s trust for Anna has lessened and it reflects after Kikuchi returns from the killer’s game. Is this it for the alliance or will it officially split into two?

-          And what did Kikuchi bring back from the killer’s game? Stay tuned.

AND NEXT TIME ON THE KILLER’S GAME

-          The auction reveals an item that the team have been searching for since the start of the game. And when they witness who is there, will they try and bid for it themselves to make sure it doesn’t get into the wrong hands?

-          Bulleta is in fear for her life after learning of Excel and Hibiki’s times in here. When a jail bust results in a severe injury, can the team escape this?

-          And finally, when the Sakizaki trio confront Michiru, all hell breaks loose. More skeletons emerge from the closet when they learn about Yuri’s past.

-          All this and more on the Murder Game.

*   *   *   *

So how was it? R & R please!

My longest chapter yet. And you’d think with less people it would mean less work. No such luck. Still, at least it means I’m back in my groove.

In regards to the torture scene: Forgive me, but in all consideration, it’s a lot tamer compared to what my original plans were. But I hope it gives people more ideas as to who the killer is.

Speaking of which, down to 7 suspects, and now it seems they all have a motive now. All the characters now have a reason, and have been brought in. Can the detectives work it out? Who will win the 100 grand?

And keep those quizzes coming! Remember, a set of DVDs can be yours if you come top overall or on the final quiz. Two chances to win, so keep ‘em coming!

Until next time, suspect everyone and trust no-one! Off you go!

hAh

MURDER GAME: EPISODE 8

Murder Game: an addiction so bad it could kill you. 

And with that health warning out of the way, let’s get down to the bulk of things. 

In the real life quiz, we should have 9 people remaining. Hopefully by the time we get to the penultimate chapter, we should have 3 left. It’s getting more bloody both here and there, and it nice to see people thinking who will win and why.

Also interesting is who killed Mimi and co now is wide open. It should be even more so this episode as 2 more suspects are cleared, leaving you with 5. One of these two is also a popular pick as the killer (as was Ah-Tsing) last time so methinks it’s time for another shuffle of the deck…

5 suspects and 4 detectives will remain after this episode. Let’s see who gets the chop this time…

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on The Murder Game…

(A shot of the 6 remaining detectives, all looking nervous…)

Chromus: Past the half-way amount in detectives and nearly two thirds of the way through the inquiries, the detectives are slowly beginning to crack. The cliché, suspect everyone and trust no-one is becoming more apparently as they get closer to the final 3.

Akiko: Yes…you’re a bounty hunter. You work at 8th heaven yes, but with the problems with your friend Barrett, you need to support Corel as much as yourself.

Tifa: I didn’t want it getting out. Security is tight and with those detectives still around, if they knew…

Chromus: Tifa was revealed to be a bounty hunter, to help out her old friend Barrett. Unlike Bulleta however, she was trading more in secret, did Akiko hire her instead of Bulleta perhaps to deal with Mimi after learning of the alleged threat? They weren’t the only ones whose motives became a little clearer…

(On the back is a signature from Hotaru to Andy, Hayama and Yuri, it says ‘I am sorry I couldn’t be with you. But I have to help her. I’m the one who can. I don’t care what Mimi feels…but I still have to help you. Yuri-neechan, Andy-niichan…Akito-kun…gomen.’)

Chromus: Akito Hayama made his move as he ‘revealed’ to Kano that he may have been romantically involved with young Hotaru. And it got worse when Haruka kidnapped Misao, the weakest detective according to her peers, and was tortured physically and mentally. However, she survived and had the last laugh as Kikuchi’s plan to eliminate her wasn’t going to happen.

Anna: It was a case of personal feelings vs. stability. I looked on and saw that everyone here, myself included, is playing tactically. And whilst I don’t approve of some of the ways that I’ve played as well as others, I know that to win, it’s a necessity. So today, I’m going to vote tactically, and vote for in my opinion, the strongest detective here, and that’s Kikuchi.

Chromus: It got worse when he was chosen by fellow alliance member Anna to play the killer’s game along with Bean Bandit, playing for the third time. But then the impossible happened…

Kikuchi: (breathing hard) I can safely say this about the killer’s game…damn.

Chromus: Someone had finally killed the Road Buster. Now where does it lead the team? Anna’s betrayal in the alliance makes paranoia slowly become into their heads, K ‘n’ K still don’t know Seta’s involvement with Anna, and what about Misao, the wildcard still being a thorn in their sides?

7 SUSPECTS, 5 DETECTIVES.

*   *   *   *

DETECTIVES IN THE GAME

Anna Reispegi (Battle Athletes Victory)

Kano Miyazawa (Kare Kano)

Kikuchi Yoshito (G.T.O)

Misao Amano (Pretty Sammy)

Seta Noriyasu (Love Hina)

SUSPECTS REMAINING

Akiko Natsume (Nuku-Nuku)

Akito Hayama (Kodocha)

Andy Bogard (Fatal Fury)

Bulleta (Darkstalkers)

Michiru Kai’oh (Sailor Moon)

Tifa Lockheart (FF7)

Yuri Sakizaki (King of Fighters)

*   *   *   *

9.00am – DAY 15 OF INVESTIGATION

(Last night was a weird one. Kano left the ‘sweethearts’ trio room and slept (not literally) with Kikuchi in his room last night. Kano seems to feel betrayed, though she also knows she was going to do the same thing sooner or later. So she’s in a confused mood as she looks at both Anna and Kikuchi.)

(Kikuchi seems fine after surviving the killer’s game but knows what’s at stake. He also knows how dangerous his teammates are. With only Kano to trust, what lays ahead him? And does he know that Seta is playing him as well?)

(Seta is only one of two smiling as they wait for Sam. He seems to be slowly playing the game as well as can be and has gone after people, originally orchestrating the ‘Misao elimination’ as the first person to see what a threat she is. So far, no good, but Seta is only one of two people (the other being Kano) to not play a killer’s game.)

(Anna is in a mixed mood. Having to choose between her alliance and her friend seems to have knocked the wind of the tennis champ. Anna is the most successful detective, only failing 1 inquiry in the whole game, but is also seen now probably not only as the biggest threat, but as a traitor as well. She has to be careful.)

(Misao…amazingly…has a bright smile on her face. Weird, considering the problems she suffered last night. Then again, you should know why she’s smiling…)

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters the fray. He has led the detectives over two weeks of inquiries, some good, some bad, and some downright ugly. But he has kept his thoughts through the game (most of them clean) with the detectives, his advice being invaluable. Now, the nitty-gritty begins.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Today marks over two weeks of inquiry for you, and congratulations for making it this far. Remember, you are playing to catch a killer who has a £100,000 bounty on his or her head. You are also playing against each other, so remember that. Everyone here is as much as to be suspected as anyone out there, right?

(The team nod, some slower than others.)

Sam: First order of business. Last night, Kikuchi played the killer’s game and survived. Bean was not so fortunate. Here, we shall listen to Bean’s last will and testament and see the selection for the Lead Investigator.

(Yes, this one is a no-brainer, but we’ll look anyway. Bean’s face appears for the last time in the game on the big TV screen above them.)

Bean: Did they get me? Damn. If you see this, they did, and if you see this Misao, that means you’re still there, so you are about to become the LI. Why? Because I said so, that’s why! I nominate Misao Amano to be the next Lead Investigator. So, raise hell kid. I’ll see ya on the flip side.

Sam: Misao?

(Misao, the youngest detective, now has the enviable position of being in the LI chair. She is immune from elimination from the killer’s game, making the plan to take her out now impossible. Worse, now that Misao is immune, that means one of the four people who made the alliance will now be eliminated. But which one?)

Sam: We shall now return to last night’s killer game, where Kikuchi returned with a killer clue.

(Sam holds up a clipped pendant, and when it opens, we can clearly see a picture of two babies, smiling in the picture. It’s hard to tell whether the babies are both male, female or one and the other.)

Sam: What does this tell you?

Seta: It’s a small photograph of two babies. 

Sam: Brilliant Watson. I’ll rephrase that. How is this linked to the killer? Any ideas?

Kikuchi: I reckon that this could be a picture of the killer and someone else they are friends or related to. It could also be a picture of two people related to the killer someone at their age. Maybe we need to find out if the remaining suspects have baby cousins…

Sam: That could be anybody. But you are right. The killer may be in this photo, but who else with is a mystery? But if that true, that could mean if we find out one, we could find out the other. Why?

Anna: If they are related by blood or age, we can compare them on the records to the ages/bloodline of the remaining suspects.

Sam: Exactly. If we find out who one or both of these are, we have a good chance of learning who the killer is. Of course, the killer could be leading us on, but these clues aren’t called killer clues. He wants you to play the game…as evidenced by this message.

(Sam presses a button on an audio recording. The distinctive disguised voice of the killer pops up.)

KILLER: Heh heh. I’m enjoying playing this game. Gives me knew challenges. That big lug last night…it took me a friggin’ wrecking ball to take him out, and that Super Girl…well, even the strongest of people can get taken out if they suffocate inside a sarcophagus…hey, we all need air right? This is the last thing one of you will be getting in a couple of days!

(A pause and we can hear in the background the sound of someone typing…the killer?)

KILLER: I’ve decided I’ve had enough fun in the town. That’s right…no more deaths of suspects, I’ve had my fun. Besides, you seem to be getting closer to finding me…I’d rather focus my attentions on you now. Who will it be? A cute girl, a smart boy, a sexy little athlete, a bookworm or the archaeologist…I can’t wait to find out.

(The transmission ends as the teams almost gives a shudder in unison.)

Sam: What do you think?

Kano: That we should run away?

Sam: Seriously.

Kano: We heard some typing in the background…maybe on a computer or a typewriter? 

Sam: Good hearing. Who has access to either or both?

Anna: We know Yuri has one, which gives her, Andy and Hayama easy access.

Kikuchi: Michiru has one as well, and I presume Akiko too considering her business.

Seta: And if she’s been staying there, that means Tifa does as well.

Anna: Could this clear Bulleta?

Sam: Possibly. If she’s in jail, then she could not have made this transmission. But we don’t know if she could have killed Mimi and/or Excel, because she was jailed when Hibiki was killed. Maybe two killers, perhaps?

(More shudders)

Sam: Speaking of which, that will be Team 1’s line of inquiry. Misao, pick Team 1?

(Misao decides not to antagonise any problems and plays safe by making Anna and Seta Team 1.)

Sam: Your line of inquiry will be to go to the jail, and I want you to separately interview two certain people. Guess who?

Seta: Bulleta and Haruka.

(Misao shudders visibly every time Haruka’s name is mentioned.)

Sam: Yes.  You two will be interviewing them. Haruka is supposedly going to be bailed out by Michiru, but her crime is massive, and we need to keep a massive watch on her. I want you to talk to her and ask about why she did what she did yesterday. Be careful not to antagonise her though after yesterday, I don’t think you’re flavour of the month with her.

Seta: That’s for sure.

Sam: With Bulleta, as she was jailed during the killing of Hibiki, she is not guilty of that…but we need to know for sure that she isn’t connected with the other killings. We need to find her true alibi to truly clear her, as she could have easily killed both Mimi and Excel, and she has motives for both as well.

(Anna and Seta nod as Team 2, a relieved Kano and Kikuchi, awaits their assignment.)

Sam: Now Team 2. We are going to follow up on the past a bit, as in Macaba’s past. We have learnt things from the library, but it seems someone keeps trying to stop you from digging too far. So we are enlisting a bit of help. You are going to go to Seto Kaiba’s, where I have enlisted a warrant for the two of you to be allowed to his entire network system. Fortunately, Mokuba, his younger brother, will be watching over you with Kaiba, so you won’t have to deal with his attitude.

(Kano in particular breathes easy.)

Sam: I want you to look for content that the killer was trying were trying to block, but be careful. Even with Kaiba’s supervision and skill, he can be hacked, as you were aware early on in the game. Also, Kaiba has a strict discipline on things and we’ve only got an hour of his free time to use. Use it well and find what you can. Find profiles of the suspects, as recently killer clues may allude to their pasts. And also, look up Izumi Hirazi and try to get past the family tree bug that was blocked. Kaiba and Mokuba WILL assist you, so don’t panic.

Kikuchi: It’s O.K. I could give them a run for their money.

Sam: Hmmm…interesting. Anyway, later at 5, the auction that we got from Eimi is on. I also want you two to go to that. I want you to see if you can get any items that maybe of some use to the inquiry. Chromus’ has allowed you the use of his pockets so you can bid to what you can. Use the clues from past inquiries to see if you can link an item with the case. However…as you guys are now enemy number one in some circles, being in a place like that may draw real suspicion, so later, you guys will be learning the art of disguise.

(Kano and Kikuchi look intrigued, if not confused, at this.)

Sam: So remember…suspect everyone. (smiles) Trust no-one. Off you go.

*   *   *   *

Kano: So Misao is LI…that means…

Kikuchi: Yeah, it could be troubling. We need to talk to Seta away from Anna.

Kano: (looks on the floor) Yeah.

(Elsewhere…)

Seta: Don’t worry. Everything will be O.K.

Anna: Really? I still feel…

Seta: In the end, you were playing the game, smartly I might add. They have no complaints, as they probably were planning the same with us. Just you implemented it earlier than they did. Besides, anyone can see them playing together, and it didn’t work for you.

Anna: Yeah…that’s what probably makes it worse.

9.50am

(The two teams leave, as Misao, realising she’s alone for the first time in the whole game, realises how quiet it is.)

Misao: I miss home…but I’ll be staying here at least a couple more days.

(Misao looks forlorn before giving a small smile.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – ANNA/SETA

(Sub-alliance 1 begins to talk their strategy at the game.)

Seta: You know, it could have been avoided if you…

Anna: I know. But I couldn’t after what she went through.

Seta: I know that, just trying to pretend to be Kikuchi.

Anna: (smiles) No, doesn’t work with you.

Seta: Ratbags.

Anna: (chuckles) Thank you for cheering me up.

Seta: (smiles) Not a problem. Now, we need to talk about a) what we’re going to say and b) who to vote for.

Anna: Pray that they fail and we don’t for a start.

Seta: Good thinking Batgirl. Do you want to take Haruka?

Anna: No…she keeps giving me a weird look. (shudders) But I did take down Bulleta, I don’t think she’ll be pleased to see me…

Seta: I managed to get along with Haruka and Michiru before yesterday, I’ll take Haruka if you want…then again, they didn’t see you with us yesterday…

Anna: (sighs) I guess that’s best. I’ll take Haruka, you take Bulleta, k?

Seta: K.

(Elsewhere, in the second van, Kano and Kikuchi, the original K ‘n’ K alliance continues to discuss what they need to do, in almost a replica on the other conversation.)

Kano: We need for somehow, them to fail.

Kikuchi: Yes…of course, we could both pass as well. Then none of us will be eliminated.

Kano: Yeah…not sure if that’s a good or bad thing with the amount of mistrust in the game.

Kikuchi: You don’t trust me?

Kano: You’re the exception.

Kikuchi: (smiles) That’s good.

Kano: So, what we have to do is pass. We need to get the information about this Hirazi girl, and then we need to hope that Anna fails… (sighs)…I can’t believe I’m saying this about the same girl of a week ago…

Kikuchi: You were going to do it anyway. This just makes it…convenient.

Kano: I guess.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – 10.30AM – MACABA JAIL

(Anna and Seta go to the jail, not exactly a place of good fortune for people found in there. Both Excel and Hibiki, who had been imprisoned here, were later killed. However, with Hibiki’s death, they could potentially clear Bulleta…if there aren’t more than one killer about.)

(Anna and Seta get clearance to talk to Bulleta (and Haruka). Anna will take Haruka whilst Seta will take Bulleta. The two are in separate jails, and although there are other inmates there, they seem…subdued.)

Anna: (whispering) Haruka and Bulleta must have scared them…

Seta: (whispering) Why am I not surprised?

(The team separate as Anna emerges towards Haruka’s cell. Sailor Uranus doesn’t have her pen obviously, but in prison dregs she’s still an intimidating figure. Spotting Anna, Haruka’s look doesn’t change, not one of pleasure or disgust. She simply speaks.)

Haruka: It’s you.

Anna: Yes…it’s me.

Haruka: Y’know…I don’t feel like talking to anyone, let alone a detective now. But…I guess you would like an explanation.

Anna: That would be nice.

Haruka: (sighs) Only because it’s you.

Anna: Trust me…the feeling is mutual after what you did yesterday…

Haruka: I know…I’ve got some explaining to do…and I know you could hold me in a fight, as can that other guy, so I promise no funny stuff.

Anna: Thank you.

(In the other cell, Bulleta is surprisingly quiet. In fact, she looks down right terrified. Not because of Seta, but because of…)

Bulleta: (to herself) Is it a curse? A wretched curse? That those come out will come out dead rather than alive? Is that how Excel felt? Was it my fault? Why? Why does it…

Seta: Miss Hood? (NOTE: Her real name is Baby Bonnie Hood.)

(Bulleta screams)

Seta: Calm down, I’m not going to hurt you.

Bulleta: (shivering) I’m s-s-sorry…

(It seems after somehow removing all her weapons from her, Bulleta is no longer the bounty hunter extraordinaire. In fact, she looks just like a young blonde girl, no more than 10 or 11. And she looks absolutely terrified.)  

Seta: (a bit surprised of this act but shrugs it off) Miss Hood, if you don’t mind, we need to speak to you.

Bulleta: Don’t let them take me out! They’ll kill me! I know it!

Seta: Please calm down…we need to find out if we can clear you first…

Bulleta: I didn’t do it! Someone else did…and it’s me they’ll go after next!

(Looks like this might take a while…let’s check out how the other team are doing…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – 10.50AM – KAIBA CORP – MACABA BRANCH

(It’s mid-morning, and Kano and Kikuchi head off for an hours use of Kaiba’s computers to try and track down what is known about the daughter of the Blood Man, Izumi Hirazi. They go through everything they’ve got.)

Kano: O.K, see if we can link with this book ‘Not on My Own’ as well, and with Michiru also part of this…

Kikuchi: But if the founder was this Blood Man, would it make Michiru’s story false of her ancestry?

Kano: Maybe both happened and the Tachikawa ancestor destroyed them both?

Kikuchi: Possibly.

(Kano and Kikuchi head out where Mokuba is waiting.)

Mokuba: I’ve been waiting for you two. We’d best hurry up, because Seto doesn’t like being waited on.

Kikuchi: We promise that we will be as quick as possible.

Mokuba: Let’s hope you keep to that.

(Mokuba, Kano and Kikuchi head inside where after passing security checks, they head up to the main floor where the computer equipment is.)

Mokuba: Here we are!

(Normally, this room would be full of other technicians, but today, only Seto Kaiba is there, typing on his computer. He turns once to the detectives.)

Kaiba: I suggest you need my help for this, since amateurs aren’t going to cut this deal.

Kikuchi: I’d reckon I’d give you a run for your money.

Kaiba: (small smirk) Really? Interesting. Well, in that case, you’ve got 1 hour.

Kano: Thank you for your help here.

Kaiba: Trust me, I’m not doing this for you. I just want this mess to be over with. The bad rap that I was even being linked with this case has got on my nerves. If it means working with you guys to finish it, then fine. You’re not going to do it without my help.

(Both Kano and Kikuchi don’t react to Kaiba’s barbs. Instead, Kikuchi sits in the seat normally reserved for Mokuba as he and Kaiba do a Tenchi Muyo eye spark before finally sitting down to work. Kano will be giving them the information to work with, as the two guys will try and stop anyone blocking or crashing into the system like in the libraries computers. Mokuba will be emergency back-up.)

Kaiba: Let’s go in.

*   *   *   * 

MACABA JAIL (TEAM 1)

(At the jail, Haruka and Bulleta have been caught and trapped by two investigators…who are trying to get good luck in their interviews. For Anna, it seems to be going better than it is for Seta…)

Anna: …so it’s all for their sake?

Haruka: You probably won’t understand, but I left the world of motor racing because I fell in love…with Michiru. 

Anna: Trust me, I understand better than you know.

Haruka: Huh?

Anna: Never mind. Anyway, whilst if you were protecting Michiru and Hotaru, why go to such an extreme?

(A moment of silence before Haruka answers…)

Haruka: It was the only way I felt I could be a help to them. The pressures of all the rumours between Hotaru and Mimi, as well as between Hotaru and Hibiki…

Anna: I don’t think that’s an issue now.

Haruka: Well, you see…when Hotaru was adopted by us, it turned out she originally came from an adoption agency, being born by Souichi’s mother. However, the father Souichi didn’t know of the birth of his daughter until afterwards. That was how he got the child originally…but with the Tachikawas trying to get their influence, maybe to experiment on Hotaru…

Anna: EXPERIMENT?

Haruka: What did you expect? We’re all…special. Hotaru has lived a bad enough life as it is…I didn’t want Michiru to be involved with it anymore. Especially with the way Hayama has been acting…

Anna: Hayama?

HIDDEN TEST: Get the two pieces of evidence – one from each person.

Haruka: Well…he’s been acting more…protective if you will. It seems like a wild animal ready to strike, but it’s like we’re protecting her from him…even though Hotaru cares for him…

Anna: (interrupting) Is it because it reminded you of what the relationship between Hotaru and Mimi was like?

(Haruka is silent…then whispers.)

Haruka: I don’t want to betray Michiru…but…I guess so. Things have been going missing from our house, and I suspect that it’s Hayama who had been stealing them, like the adoption threat that we got from the Tachikawas.

(Big news. Hayama may have stole the shredded letter to Michiru and later dumped it into the lake, the same lake where Eimi was found and Hibiki was killed. Was he genuinely then in love with Hotaru or was he being Mr. Snoopy?)

Anna: What is your relationship with the people that live in the dojo then?

(Haruka again has to think for a bit, before answering.)

Haruka: It’s weird. We don’t trust Hayama, yet we trust Yuri and Andy. Yuri’s barely a teenager yet she is so mature and headstrong, and Andy has been like Hotaru’s bodyguard ever since the whole mess with the Tachikawa’s and Hibiki.

Anna: If you said a mess with Hibiki, do you think it was him who took the photos?

Haruka: I would like to believe that, as he I thought, was the only person who could known about Hotaru and Mimi…(thinks)…

Anna: …but you think you may be wrong? 

Haruka: I never suspected…but I guess that if Hayama was…no…it couldn’t be…

(As Haruka is busy second-guessing, poor Seta is having trouble first-guessing…)

Seta: So you think the killer was after you then?

Bulleta: It’s true! All they care about is that they think I’m the killer…and I’m here! Once I’m cleared…what happens? The killer will get me, I know it! I need my weapons, but that bastard took a ton of them, I’ve still got the damn marks on from where I wrote them in the day I got them…

(Now this could be an opening to something…but Seta surprisingly doesn’t heed it and just continues to try and calm Bulleta down.)

Seta: Well, what can you tell us? Do you have any ideas who the killer could be then?

Bulleta: Isn’t that your job? Besides, you probably think it’s me and you’re trying to get the chance to find a way…

Seta: We’re not like that and we won’t force you to do anything.

Bulleta: Really? Tell that girl who took me down my leg’s STILL in agony…

(A few cells away, Anna sneezes…)

Seta: Well, what can you tell me about the weapons then that were stolen, and who could have stolen them?

Bulleta: I told you! Excel had a key, and whoever had a chance to take them, Tifa and Michiru perhaps…I don’t know! As for the weapons…well…the bow gun had special silver tipped arrows to take on the…unknown.

Seta: Unknown?

Bulleta: Listen, take a trip to my neighbourhood and you’ll learn what the ‘unknown’ is. Trust me, you don’t want to know. 

Seta: O.K.

Bulleta: The only other thing taken was a bullet proof vest…which is weird, you would have thought a killer would have needed more weapons than that…and a bow gun rather than the handguns and rifles I had?

(Seta is thinking. Maybe the killer didn’t need too many weapons…)

Seta: O.K…do you want me to leave you alone?

Bulleta: NOOOO! Stay here, the killer may be after me…

(After prying himself from Bulleta’s grip, Seta leaves and rendezvous’ with Anna as they prepare to leave the jail.)

Seta: What did you find?

Anna: That Haruka is overprotective…and that she thinks Hayama may have been more devious than we first thought…

Seta: Really?

(As Anna explains her findings, Seta is wondering if he should/could have found more out, let’s check in with Double K…)

*   *   *   *

KAIBA CORP – TEAM 2

(Kaiba and Kikuchi (another K ‘n’ K…^_^) hit the buttons as Kano goes to the main problem, the site where they found the family tree. They’ve already saved some highly classified files on the remaining Macaba suspects and now going for broke.)

Kaiba: Izumi Hirazi huh? Is this the site?

Kano: I think so.

(It is the same site where Videl and Bean first found the information on the founding of Macaba. However, when they last checked it…)

Videl: What the?

Receptionist: Hey, what happened?

Videl: Damn! Someone obviously doesn’t want us to know that…

(…it crashed.)

(Kaiba go through the engine and find a tree of the Hirazi’s. As soon as they hit into it, however…it crashes.)

Kikuchi: It’s obvious whoever did this doesn’t want us to know anything on it.

Kaiba: Reboot.

(Once again, they get back to the page, but this time, Kaiba has got a little surprise.)

Kaiba: Mokuba, enter parasite bomb and let’s get cracking on the password.

Kikuchi: You can do the bomb…I’LL do the password.

Kaiba: Are you sure you amateurs can do this?

Kikuchi: Trust me. I’m NOT an amateur at this.

Kaiba: Very well…but you’d better not mess up my system.

Mokuba: Seto!!

(Kaiba eventually relents and begins to send a virus which has detonative qualities to freeze. During this time, Kikuchi can hack into the mainframe and get the password to get to the family tree.)

Kikuchi: GOT IT!

Kano: What was the password?

Kikuchi: Why?

Kano: Might be a clue, you never know.

Kikuchi: (scratches his head) Well…it was…LIGHTOFTHESOUL.

Kaiba: What garbage is that?

Kikuchi: Beats me. Anyway, you done?

Kaiba: I was done ages ago. It gets boring hearing detectives squabble. Anyway…let’s see if this proves to be any use.

(As Kano writes down the password, Kikuchi gets the tree on as he looks at Izumi Hirazi, and below is a link to her father…a.k.a. the Blood Man.)

Kikuchi: So, the blood man has a name.

Kano: (leaning over Mokuba and making him blush) Hiroshi Fukutomi…and the mother was Maya Hirazi.

Kikuchi: Write those down. We may need to learn about them…

Kaiba: No menial stuff. That’s what the library is for. Just do your job here.

Kano: Right, Mr. Sourpuss.

(Kaiba scowls…and even worse when a snicker escapes Mokuba’s lips. Kaiba gives a small ‘traitor’ look to his younger brother. However, the team are now following the top, to see if there are any ‘current’ living people. However…when they come to the top…)

Kano: Huh?

Kikuchi: Yeah…

(There is a set of two question marks, one in red (signifying male) and one in blue (signifying female). A note underneath says: Unknown.)

Kano: Weird.

Kikuchi: Yeah.

(Suddenly, an alarm reaches in.)

Mokuba: Seto!

Kaiba: Damn…someone’s trying to hack into here…

(Kaiba goes into overdrive to stop the little rat from trying to get in. He is unable to track who it is, but stops him or her from going too far into the system…but the webpage with the family tree literally disintegrates.)

Kaiba: Hope you got the info you needed…

(The page is then replaced with a frightening sight…)

Kano: What the…ARRRRGGGHHHH!

(It’s pictures of the Killer’s handiwork. The deaths of Mimi, Excel and Hibiki, followed by the horror of the faces of Junpei, Inez, Leon, Asuka, Yamazaki, Videl and Bean playing the killer’s game. A digitised laugh escapes the system before it too vanishes.)

 Kaiba: Damn.

Kano: No more killer contact this time either.

Kikuchi: Is that it?

Mokuba: We’d better not do anything else. Even to our master computer, any major hack has to be careful. It’s best if we rest everything now.

Kaiba: That was a waste of time. You better have hoped you got enough info.

Kikuchi: We should. To the library?

Kano: Yeah.

*   *   *   *

(Team 1 are on their way back to HQ, but halfway up the road, they receive a phone call from Misao.)

Anna: Hello?

Misao: Sorry to interrupt. Have you finished?

Anna: Yes, what’s the problem?

Misao: I’ve just got a call from the Chief. On the outer road, Akiko Natsume got caught speeding and causing an affray. The Chief wants you guys to go check it out.

Anna: O.K, where exactly?

(As Misao relays directions to them, Team 2 head towards the Library, to search out things on the father of Izumi Hirazi, and also to look on each suspects personal files, which Mokuba had saved to a disc for them before they searched the family tree.)

*   *   *   * 

WB LIBRARY – TEAM 2

Kano: Slip the disc in, whilst I’ll have a look at info on the father…

Kikuchi: (salutes her) No problem my lady.

(Kano sits in the chair as they get the search engine working. Meanwhile, Kikuchi has uploaded files of each person. Here’s a quick look of the vital statistics, see if you can get any clues from them…)

AKIKO NATSUME

Age: 32

Marital Status: Married, currently separated from husband Kusaku (36). Has one son, Ryonusuke. (10)

Occupation: Madam President of Mishima Conglomerate, husband former worker and master android mechanics expert. Worth to be other 10 billion yen in Japan alone, and has contacts in the restaurant, wine, fashion and beautician worlds as well as her main business in electronics.

Kano: Seems normal…ish. (Excel voice) Next button please!

ANDY BOGARD

Age: 24

Marital Status: Engaged to fiancé Mai Kusanagi (20). Elder brother Terry Bogard. (26)

Occupation: Martial artist. Has worked in various odd jobs but seems to focus in a clique along with his brother, Mai and friend Joe Higashi. Recently has been involved in creating a youth hostel scheme similar to elder brother Terry in America whilst he concentrates on Japan.

Kano: An imitation of what happening in America perhaps? Next…

BULLETA (BABY BONNIE HOOD)

Age: ???? 

Marital Status - ????

Occupation: Bounty hunter, Triad warrior of the Dark World, Hunter of Demons – she is all of these and more, this human turned dark warrior is second only to Donavan in her realm. Recently returning to Earth, she now applies her trade in the town of Macaba, hoping it won’t be as dangerous.

Kano: Well…her family unknown…that bears thought…

Kikuchi: If she went to a dark world, her family could easily be descended from ‘unknown parents’. Doesn’t explain the unknown man though…

Kano: Well, if there were two unknown spots in the tree, then there are probably siblings out there.

Kikuchi: Does that rule out Andy then?

Kano: Remember, this tree may not be the killer’s tree.

Kikuchi: We should keep that in mind.

AKITO HAYAMA

Age: 11

Marital Status – Son of father Inada (36), with older sister Natsumi. (15)

Kano: Ah ha…slight pay dirt here…

Occupation: Martial artist: Junior World Karate Champion, he underwent surgery on his right hand after a near fatal stabbing, but became known as the ‘one armed miracle’ during his rehabilitation. Since then, has travelled the world as a young karate champ and was rumoured to have been dating international star Sana Kurata.

Kano: (chortling) Well, well…who is the little playboy Hayama? We have a pair of siblings…and maybe another motive. Maybe Mimi had info on this and didn’t want his romantic interludes with Hotaru to be known…but he silenced her for the…

Kikuchi: O.K, miss romantic you got a lead. Get on with it!

Kano: (tutting) Picky, picky, picky…

MICHIRU KA’IOH

Age: 18

Marital Status: ‘Unofficially’ married to Haruka Ten’ou (18), adopted daughter, Hotaru Tomoe. (14)

Occupation: Musician. Travels the world with partner Haruka for their piano and violin duets. A master artist as well, her paintings have sold all across the world.

Kano: Hmm…no mention of family…

TIFA LOCKHEART

Age: 20

Marital Status: Single – only child. Father died at young age, was adopted by her martial arts teacher, Zangan. (45)

Occupation: Martial Artist/Bounty Hunter – A trained bouncer as well, she is known as a warrior for her, as her combination of beauty, brains and brawn usually catch people out. One of the top fighters back in her world, currently part of warrior group ‘Avalanche.’

Kano: So…Tifa is part of a warrior group….

YURI SAKIZAKI

Age: 14

Marital Status: Adopted as young, was separated from her brother Ryo Sakizaki…

Kano: What?!

Kikuchi: What do you mean what?

Kano: This is big.

…at a young age, brother rumoured to be dead.

Occupation: Warrior prodigy, who has created her own dojo business in Japan for her Sakizaki style of martial arts. She has also applied her skills to the business trade in the ‘S ‘n’ G’ market with fellow partner Robert Garcia.

Kano: This family tree could be Yuri’s…

Kikuchi: Why?

Kano: Well, it’s a sibling relationship, it’s unknown, and we don’t know where her brother is. What is going on?

Kikuchi: About the same amount as the knowledge of the blood man…

Kano: Huh?

Kikuchi: Take a look at this.

(Kano leans over at what Kikuchi is looking at, and sees a page which has a lot of words on it, almost like an essay.)

Kikuchi: I went through a number of pages, but this one certainly seemed the most interesting.

The passage reads:

‘Generations to generations, my blood have been spilled upon the land that was thrust upon them. And yet, we have never been held as heroes, because the light has been stopped upon our grasp. But…that’s fine. Because redemption is at hand for all those. So upon the grave of my father, the founder of the arts…

Kano: ‘Founder of the arts?’ What does that mean?

…Hiroshi Fukutomi…let the light shine upon the souls of the damned, as the god in our name will cast. My future will decide this if I can’t, as the blood spilled by the Tachikawa name will be their own, thus says Izumi Hirazi, descendant of the blood man.’

Kano: Geez…that’s deep.

Kikuchi: It’s not shallow that’s for sure.

Kano: So what we do now?

Kikuchi: Let’s establish that whoever our killer may have descended from this family, to get revenge on a generation of Tachikawas. But…if that’s true, then how come this sage wasn’t ended so much earlier? After all, if a bloodline was killed, then how could Mimi have been born?

Kano: You think it could be a red herring?

Kikuchi: (shakes his head) No, someone wouldn’t have got through so much trouble for a red herring.

Kano: Are you sure?

Kikuchi: I suppose…if they were that good. It’s our job to decide what is fact and fiction.

Kano: Well…Yuri and Hayama are the only people the tree could connect with, unless the question marks resemble two other people connected with the killer…

Kikuchi: It’s a family tree…it doesn’t mean the family is blood based. It could be Haruka and Hotaru. And what about Tifa’s ‘family’, Avalanche?

Kano: Geez…you’re making this harder for me. Can we get out of here?

Kikuchi: (sighs) Sure. I’ve had enough.

(The two have got confused but got some information. Meanwhile, bombed down the road, Anna and Seta are about to get a bit of fortune…)

*   *   *   *

MOTORWAY – TEAM 1

Generic Cop: I would have thrown the book at her, but I got orders to wait for you. 

Akiko: I was late, so sue me! I needed to get to work, now how am I going to explain this to my grandfather?

Seta: Don’t worry Miss Natsume, we’ll help you when we can.

Cop: What’s there to tell? She’s got a ticket…another one…

Anna: Another one?

Cop: Yes, and she still hasn’t paid for it!

Akiko: I will, it’s just things got so hectic after what happened, and I was a bit pre-occupied…in fact, these guys didn’t help matters…

(Suddenly, Seta and Anna discuss something…and realise something.)

Seta: Excuse me Miss Natsume?

Akiko: What is it?

Seta: Your alibi was going to Akkie’s, your restaurant right?

Akiko: Yes, so?

Anna: Were you speeding when you got there?

Akiko: EEP! Um…will you arrest me if I tell you?

Anna: It depends…though it could help you.

(Akiko does the Sakura shake of the head…you know the really cute one, usually when Yukito is around…)

Akiko: Gah…I’ll get it out alright…

(Akiko gets her speeding ticket out, her first one…which Seta snatches out of her hand.)

Akiko: Hey!

Seta: Just checking… (smiles) That’s fine. Anna?

(Anna gets a close up photo of the ticket, as the cop and Akiko are confused…)

Anna: OK, that’ll do!

Seta: Thank you, you have been most helpful. But you must pay them…

Cop: Yeah, a woman with your amount of dough shouldn’t struggle with paying for tickets!

(As Akiko and the cop argue, here’s what they got.)

(30th July – Akiko Natsume – Speeding at 100m.p.h at 1.04pm down Macaba Highway. Fine: 50000 yen)

Seta: Let’s check the speeding cameras just to make sure.

Anna: Yeah, she could have forged it.

(They make it to the local police station, where they ask for speed camera down the lanes between the times of 1.00pm and 1.30om on the 30th July. They struggle, but they find the footage. They ask to watch it and then do.)

(At 1.01pm, they see a car zooming past a camera, which looks like a Cadillac. Moments later, another car (a police car) gets by. A few minutes later, slow figures move out and although it’s a bit fuzzy, the Nabiki haircut is a giveaway, and Anna and Seta high-five as they clear another suspect.)

Akiko Natsume – CLEARED. 6 LEFT.

*   *   *   *

3.00pm – AFTERNOON CONFERENCE

(It’s been a busy morning for the investigators, but it seems they’ve got through the worst of it. Team 2 will have to travel to an auction at City Hall at 5, meaning that they would miss the conference, so instead, they have it in the afternoon whilst everyone is here, and they can discuss what they found in the morning’s work.)

(If tensions are showing, they are trying to not let them show.)

Kikuchi: If we can take what we found on the family tree on board, we could rule out a number of suspects…of course, if the killer is a master hacker, then he or she could eliminate the facts that would link them to the crime.

Kano: Of course, the killer may want us to help, but I’d say Yuri needs looking at. Only Bulleta and Hayama I think could have a link, unless the two people don’t refer to brother or sister…but that would be stupid if it was a family tree.

Seta: Well, the killer already made a bug to make it crash when you looked it up…it may be that it is a clue and it needed major defending to make sure the killer wasn’t exposed.

Kikuchi: So the killer could be on of those two?

Anna: It could be Michiru for all we know. How many of us have confused Haruka as a man?

(They realise something they didn’t think of – that it might not be siblings, but…)

Kikuchi: A married couple? Damn…didn’t think of that. (realises what he said) Sorry Misao.

Misao: It’s O.K. I got used to it after being around Mr. Bandit.

(Sweatdrops ahoy!)

Kano: Which could mean Michiru…it WOULD have meant Akiko but…

Seta: Yeah, we cleared her. A speeding ticket actually coming in handy to clear someone. Who would have thought it?

Anna: And that’s not counting Haruka’s talk on Hayama…

(But before they get into business, they get a surprise visitor…The Chief.)

Chief: Hello there. Sorry to interrupt you hard at work Misao, but I’ve had to come over and get one of the teams to go through an ‘autopsy’ of such towards Eimi. As Kano and Kikuchi, you’re doing the auction, if I could borrow Seta and Misao for the time being, and we can head to Duo’s workshop.

Kano: (teasing) Can I go?

Kikuchi: Kano…

(A small laugh from the group but Anna and Seta stand up and get their skates on, as they are about to take a look at the very damaged body of the prototype android Eimi, which was allegedly destroyed by the killer. The detectives are going to have to find some things which will link even more to the killer…)

*   *   *   *

3.45PM – DUO’S SCRAPYARD

(At the scrapyard, Bunnie and Duo are there, but also there is suspect Tifa Lockheart. She seems to have an interest in this, much to the team’s surprise.)

Duo: Good timing! We need you here because we think you need to know what happened.

Anna: (calm) Go ahead.

(As fangirls wonder why Anna HASN’T gone ga-ga for Duo (yes, raise speculation as indicated), Tifa approaches them as Bunnie, a friend of hers, seems hesitant to let Tifa speak on it.)

Tifa: My friend was a mechanic, maybe I can at least see what damage has been done.

Seta: Really?

(Neither Seta or Anna are well advised on the field or robotic reengineering but they are willing to listen.)

(A look at the android reveals they haven’t put her back together, but at least all the oil and ‘robot blood’ is gone now as Duo begins explaining.)

Duo: The damage done to Eimi was spectacular when you consider what make she is, she is very powerful. Why Akiko hired her out is beyond me…

Bunnie: Keep going sugar.

Duo: You see, to disable her, the killer has to hit a specific point in her body. It seems she was created to be as human as possible. Her make is lighter than Nuku’s, so dents are easier to make. It’s still no easy feet to do this damage even if you’re a high ranking martial artist.

Anna: So how did whoever did this do this amount of damage?

Duo: Circuit destruction. Whoever did it used it almost in the same way someone would use pressure points on a human body. However, to do this they needed to paralyse the circuits. So whoever purchased her for whatever reason intended to destroy her, and knew the methods how.

Anna: So…the killer has to know the human body.

Duo: Most likely. Whoever did this knew how to damage it. Now, as far as I know, other than Akiko, there isn’t anyone who would know this, but I guess she could have told anyone she knew how to do it…

(Seta tries not to look at Tifa whilst he says this, but then Tifa herself adds her own input.)

Tifa: Whoever did it knew what he or she was doing. The ways she was smashed all were from a joint area. I don’t think in a battle a human could beat Eimi, but when paralysed, the attacker smashed the weaker joint areas. 

Seta: But how was she paralysed?

Tifa: Probably from an energy blast. A powerful water blast or chi energy could work too.

Anna: (whispering to herself – remembering when she chased Tifa a while back) Or from Materia…

(Tifa doesn’t notice that and Duo continues speaking.)

Duo: She’s right. As soon as she was unable to move, whoever attacked it knew what to do. Still, that person had to be pretty strong to do THIS to one of Akiko’s products. Unless of course they had some weapons to use…she’s made of stern stuff.

(Tifa looks nonchalant, but turns to leave. Seta however doesn’t let her.)

Seta: Tifa, can you wait for a moment?

Tifa: Sorry…I shouldn’t really be here. I’ve got to head off to the auction soon.

Seta: Auction?

Tifa: Yes…and don’t follow me. Don’t need you guys messing with this of all things.

(Seta decides to let Tifa go, but as Anna is wrapping up with the crew, Seta immediately gets on the phone and rings HQ)

Seta: Misao?

Misao: Yes?

Seta: Tell Kano and Kikuchi that Tifa is going to the auction. Also, make sure their disguises are well done. She doesn’t want us there…meaning something is going on there…

Misao: Right.

*   *   *   *

HQ

(At base, Kano and Kikuchi are busy getting into disguise. The disguises have been sent out from a number of anime characters, as they have to make sure they don’t know what they are looked from.)

(The key piece of equipment is the voice changers, a clip on the throat, which allows them to sound different. The two have picked matching business attire, but to make them look a bit different, they have hair attachments so that Kano’s sandy boyish hair now has flowing Tsubasa like locks, whilst Kikuchi has gone for the blond Murai look.)

Kikuchi: How come we got no help for this?

(Chromus: Because I don’t want to use the usual suspects in this fic (Tomoyo, Duplica) because putting those two in the same sentence as the words ‘MURDER GAME’ is almost as wrong as what I did to Misao last chapter…)

*BOOM*

(Sorry, that was the latest letter bomb I received. Continuing the story…)

Kano: Bet my folks and family back home would be surprised…

Kikuchi: Well, at least you look more like a girl now…

Kano: (evil smile) So, you’ve fallen for a boyish girl then…maybe people should be more wary of you Kikuchi-kun…

Kikuchi: I didn’t…what I meant was…oh, forget it. 

(Kano giggles as Kikuchi holds his head in shame, shaking his head.)

Kikuchi: I am so going to be made fun of when I get home…

*   *   *   *

5.00pm – CITY HALL

(Team 1 is now back at HQ, but Team 2 has other things to do. Their key mission (and test) is to not give themselves anyway. In other words, not as detectives, they must try and make sure they keep as bidders.)

(What they must also know is of any items that could be relevant. Why would Eimi hold a piece of paper linking to the auction. Is the killer going to be here? Is there something here the killer wants? And how will the team know?)

(Kano and Kikuchi enter the auction and place themselves near the back. A lot of generic power and anime characters are there, and former suspects such as the recently arrested but paid up speeding ticket person Akiko and Kaiba are there, but Kano quickly spots Tifa…and that’s not all.)

Kikuchi: (whispering) Yeah, I see them.

(Andy Bogard and Akito Hayama are there as well. This could be interesting…)

(The auctioneer, who remarkably looks like Shinji from Ayacon (the auctioneer at Aya…^_^) not Shinji Ikari, pounds the gavel and beings to start it.)

Auctioneer: Lot 403 – a G-string belonging to Minako Aino. Last used in another murder fic by Chromus.

(Cue the bidding from the perverted people in the audience…Kikuchi doesn’t bid before you ask. He has been granted the use of the CGC – the Chromus Gold Card – one of the perks of Goddess Space, but he better use it wisely…)

Auctioneer: Live size statue of Chii from Chobits!

(As Chromus pays for this…I mean…er…damn…)

Auctioneer: Lot 5938…

(Kano and Kikuchi keep an eye out, but none of their suspects make a bid for anything. They bide their time, but as the auction dwindles, they don’t make much headway…until a familiar number comes up.)

Auctioneer: Now we come to our MYSTERY item….lot 3712V.

(Flashback)

Anna: You see we only just realised on the way back from Bulleta’s. If she was hanging upside down to write what could have been her last message…

Misao: …then the message would have to be…

Kano: (realising) Upside down.

Misao/Anna: Bingo!

Seta: So…turning that around…that makes it 3-7-1-2-V. So it wasn’t a meaningless word after all.

Bean: No, just a meaningless bunch of numbers and a letter.

(End flashback)

(This was the number that they worked out after Eimi was hung at the killer’s lair found between Michiru’s and Akiko’s. Eimi left this as a message as well as the auction…meaning that as long as Kano and Kikuchi remember this…)

Kano: Mystery? 

Kikuchi: I guess the girl were right. Eimi wrote that upside down.

Kano: Will this do?

Kikuchi: Not yet…let’s see what happens before we bid.

(Back to the auctioneer…)

Auctioneer: This item we cannot reveal as it was sent by an anonymous person, who wishes to remain nameless for the time being, but we can reveal it is an ancient artefact sent by the past, and it is worth a lot. It is quite extravagant for this auction, so we are quite thankful. Before anyone asks, this item is genuine, and the person who sent it is quite respectable, so don’t worry.

(Kano and Kikuchi right this down as they try and narrow the people down. With Bulleta, Yuri and Michiru not here, and the other three remaining suspects here, this is going to be interesting what they deduce. For now…)

Auctioneer: May I start the bidding at £5,000.

(Neither K ‘n’ K are ready to bid, waiting to see what happens. However, no-one else is unsure whether to bid on a mystery item until…)

Hayama: 6 thousand.

Andy: You idiot!

(Hayama remains silent)

Auctioneer: 6 thousand from the young gentleman. Any others?

Kano: (disguised voice) 7,500.

Auctioneer: 7,500 from the young lady.

(Hayama turns to see the young lady and glares. Kano sweatdrops…but then Kikuchi makes a mistake. He takes a picture just as Hayama turns…and Andy is on like a shot.)

Andy: Hey, I recognise that item…damn it! Those are…

Hayama: I think I see.

Tifa: (turns) Dammit!

(Tifa runs out of there like a shot…but fortunately she stops as Kikuchi blocks her.)

Kikuchi: Stop please.

Tifa: I told you guys not to come here.

Kikuchi: All the more reason for us to do so. Besides, we’re here to bid.

Tifa: Likely story with that camera around.

Andy: Yeah, get them out of there…

Hayama: No.

(Andy and Tifa turn in surprise, heck so does Kano.)

Hayama: I want that item. Let them bet against me.

Andy: Baka! You haven’t got that kind of money.

(Akito stares at Andy, who can’t even come close to intimidation when it comes to Hayama’s stare. Finally, Andy relents, though he’s got his own glare at Kikuchi and Kano.)

Auctioneer: Ahem…now that is out of the way, can we please resume the bidding?

(The next few minutes mean that Hayama and Kano are in a two way bidding war, with Andy glaring. Suddenly at £12,000…)

Tifa: £15,000.

(…Tifa makes her move.)

Auctioneer: And a new bidder! £15,000 to the beautiful lady here…

Kano: Well she is beautiful but…oh never mind!

(Kano, Hayama and Tifa now get into a cluster of bids…but in the end, money is no option for Kano with the card at her dispense. The bidding stops at £35,000.)

Auctioneer: Sold, to the young lady who made a spectacle of herself!

Kano: That was my partner.

Auctioneer: Sorry…

*   *   *   *

(After the auction, the people who won their items come over to send their details. However, Andy has a word with Kikuchi…)

Andy: I heard about what happened to Michiru…mark my words, you guys are a real pain in the backside. With my brother hurt, Hotaru in social services and you after something here, I really wish I could pound the snot out of you…

(Andy looks like he is going to…but doesn’t. He leaves as Tifa looks on.)

Kikuchi: (to himself) How did he know that?

(Kano gives her details and the ‘item’ will be sent to her at HQ by tomorrow morning. Kano and Kikuchi sigh.)

Kikuchi: Did I screw up?

Kano: What do you mean?

Kikuchi: Well…they knew we were here. But then again…I found that Andy somehow knew about Hotaru now she’s with social services. Only the police should know that.

Kano: Interesting…

Kikuchi: Anyway, do you know what we’ve got…

Kano: (smiles) That, my dear, is a secret.

Kikuchi: You don’t know do you?

Kano: Did you have to ruin the classic Slayers moment?

Kikuchi: Geez…at least with Yoshikawa you know you’ve got Otaku material…you just put in classic moments…

Kano: And what’s wrong with that?

Kikuchi: Come on, let’s go home.

*   *   *   *

7.30pm

(It’s 7.30, and a late luncheon brings the team on speaking terms at least. Kano and Kikuchi discuss what they found at the auction as Seta asks for second helpings, and Anna and Misao do the dishes.)

Kikuchi: So, we’ll find out what we got from that 3712V bid tomorrow morning.

Kano: Yeah, no fuss, no problem.

(They seem to avoid talking to the mistake they’ve made…in case it could make the other team believe they have failed…THE LAST THING THEY WANT. They need to eliminate Anna…but they still don’t know about Seta. Misao meanwhile has the safety of not going tomorrow night to play the killer’s game.)

Anna: Sounds like you had an eventful day then.

Kikuchi: You could say that again…but don’t.

Seta: Awwww…there went my chance for a gag…

(It seems there is an edge in here…though no-one wants to admit it…or maybe they are genuinely trying to get along. Every moment that passes, another person will get closer to being eliminated.)

(That fear…begins tomorrow.)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, begins his work as the Chief. Let’s see how his two teams did today…)

Sam: Good evening.

All: Evening chief.

Sam: Right now, let’s take a look at what you did today. Team 1, Anna and Seta. Your line of inquiry was to talk to Haruka and Bulleta. Now, did you find out anything important from the?

Anna: With Haruka…I found out that she seemed to be a bit overprotective towards Hotaru, in concern with Hayama, as she suspects that he might be using this as a way to try and learn more about them and the house, as he never seemed to like the way Hotaru and Mimi were together…then again, neither did Haruka. The big thing found out though was that the adoption letter may have been stolen from Michiru by Hayama, who then could have shredded it and dumped it.

Sam: Interesting. If Haruka is telling the truth, then if Hayama has been stealing from the house, we need to know why. Is, like seemingly everyone else, overprotective of this special girl?

Anna: Yes. Haruka seemed to be worried that the Tachikawas might ‘experiment’ with Hotaru, something that I think we’re willing to assume they don’t want.

Sam: That’s an assumption and a half. Seta, what about you? Did you find out anything relevant towards Bulleta?

Seta: All we seemed to find out with Bulleta was the fact that she was suspicious of only the crossbow being stolen along with the bullet-proof vest, maybe because the killer is experienced with these weapons or didn’t need anything else. The killer may have good accuracy and seriously know what he or she is doing.

Sam: Did you ask about what happened when Hibiki was killed? Bulleta was jailed before then so she couldn’t have done it. Did you ask her about her alibis for the other murders?

(Seta is quiet. He realises he didn’t, and it was asked of him at the start of the inquiry. Seta sighs.)

Seta: No sir.

Sam: Right…I didn’t think so. I did specifically ask that when talking with Bulleta, as she was jailed during the killing of Hibiki, she is not guilty of that…but we need to know for sure that she isn’t connected with the other killings. We need to find her true alibi to truly clear her, as she could have easily killed both Mimi and Excel, and she has motives for both as well. And you didn’t. Seta…I’m afraid that was lapse.

(In the background, Kano and Kikuchi smile slightly. If Seta did mess up, that means more likely that Team 1 failed.)

Sam: Fortunately, it’s good that I sent some of my boys in.

(When a necessary bit of evidence that hasn’t been collected is available, Sam can send his boys in. Tom Greenville and Jim Slica are now playing ‘good cop, bad cop’ with Bulleta.)

Tom: ….look, just because you’re safe from one doesn’t mean you’re not involved with the others!

Bulleta: BUT I DIDN’T DO IT!

Jim: Tom…calm down. Listen Miss Hood, all we want to know is to say if you weren’t there at the killing of Hibiki, and we know that, we do think the killer is one person. So, it could be possible that you are cleared. But we need to make sure of that…so…

Bulleta: B-But if I get out…I’LL BE KILLED! They’ve done it before…

Jim: But they won’t do it now, so…

Tom: Listen to him! He’s trying to help you…

Bulleta: Look…the number…a combo to the safe…find it…

(Bulleta collapses, the video feed is lost)

Sam: What does that tell you?

Seta: I guess…it means that the answers to Bulleta’s alibi may be in a safe, from her own shop possibly? 

Sam: Possibly. But we need to find the combination number. You need to find that out, which you’ll do tomorrow. You also got a call from me which the LI led you to a motorway, where Akiko was speeding. What did you find there?

Seta: Yes, we found out that she had an unpaid speeding ticket on the day of the murder, the 30th July at 1.04pm. We later confirmed it with cameras at a local police station, and yes, despite breaking the law, she is cleared. Weird, how I said that.

Sam: Well done. Got something right today. Akiko Natsume is cleared from the murder inquiry.

(A press of a button and Akiko Natsume’s picture descends into grey. 6 people now remain as suspects. Andy, Bulleta, Hayama, Michiru, Tifa and Yuri.)

Sam: Nearly there, you also looked at the damage done to the body of Eimi. What did you find there?

Anna: The main thing I think we gathered was that Tifa Lockheart, a suspect who was there, seemed to have surprisingly knowledge on how she was damaged, possibly using an energy blast to stop them or a powerful water blast to paralyse it’s electrical circuit.

Sam: We’ll assume that whoever did the damage was strong enough to nail the vital parts of a human body, as the android was very human like.

Anna: Unfortunately, that pretty means all our remaining suspects.

Sam: Yes…unfortunate, but at least it’s another lead to go on. Let’s move on. Team 2, Kano and Kikuchi. Today, you, with the help of the Kaibas, went into the mainframe of the Macaba files and looked up various things, the profiles of the suspects and also of the family tree which crashed. What did you find out?

Kikuchi: O.K, this is a bit long. The family tree we found obviously had a bug in it designed to make sure no-one saw it. After Seto and myself managed to get past it, we saw the tree and found out the name of the father of Izumi, Hiroshi Fukutomi, a.k.a. the Blood Man, and as we looked, the final stages of the family tree had a set of two question marks, one in red, signifying a male and one in blue, signifying a female. A note underneath says: Unknown. In other words, we are confused what the latest two people represent. Brother and sister, husband and wife, adopted siblings, we’ve considered all this possibilities.

Sam: You headed over to the library after that right? What did you find out there.

Kikuchi: We look at the profiles of the remaining suspects, and were suspicious in particular of Yuri, whose family seems to be in an unknown category with a brother who she hasn’t seen and rumoured to be dead, whilst Yuri was also adopted. As for other things, this passage was very interesting when speaking about the father of Izumi…

‘Generations to generations, my blood have been spilled upon the land that was thrust upon them. And yet, we have never been held as heroes, because the light has been stopped upon our grasp. But…that’s fine. Because redemption is at hand for all those. So upon the grave of my father, the founder of the arts…Hiroshi Fuyutomi…let the light shine upon the souls of the damned, as the god in our name will cast. My future will decide this if I can’t, as the blood spilled by the Tachikawa name will be their own, thus says Izumi Hirazi, descendant of the blood man.’

Kikuchi: I feel there are clues in all these passages, from the haikus, the texts, the clippings…we just need to look through them more.

Sam: So what are your suspicions?

Kano: We need to find out who these two people in the question mark are. If they are a related pair, that would put them on top of the list. Yuri and Hayama have an opposite sex sibling, but we wondered if it’s a mix up clue involving Michiru and Haruka, who has been considered a man.

Sam: Large thinking eh Kano?

Kano: (smiles) I guess. We don’t know much on Bulleta, but Tifa has close family in her group, Avalanche, whilst Andy has a brother, but is also engaged. Akiko we would have suspected…but that’s not longer an issue. I guess it could still be anything, but if we can get the final step, we can make it.

Sam: I hope so. Now, the auction you went to…

Kikuchi: Well…that didn’t go so well.

Sam: Yes. I heard. The fact that you do…well, actually, I should say you Kikuchi, was found out by suspects, so this means that any activity that they could have made was muted. You were found out, and they now know that you were searching for something there. Kano, you did save face slightly though, and you managed to get the item, which we’ll find out tomorrow morning what it is.

(They nod. Now Seta and Anna breathe a sigh of relief. Misao keeps a watchful eye on both teams.)

Seta: It’s been a tough day on everyone here. I suggest you think long and hard before performing tomorrow. The killer is getting your scent as much as you are getting his or hers. The last thing you want is to be caught on the trail and be butchered. 

(Sam leaves, as that not too pleasant thought is left in the heads of the four detectives, none of them feeling they are safe from the group vote. Seta and Kikuchi in particular are quite disappointed with themselves.)

*   *   *   *  

DAY  16 (DAY 2 OF THIS LINE OF INQUIRY)

(It’s been over two weeks since the start of the game, and whether you can say there have been friendships through it, there is also plenty of distrust. Let’s see how it works as the morning briefing gets underway.)

9.00am

(The Chief walks in. All 5 members looks increasingly tired as the case has worn on.)

Chief: Good Morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Chief: Today, we have a few things we need to get through. Akiko was cleared last night, making our lines of inquiry down to just 6. These 6 people we need to focus on, not just to see how they are linked with the murder, but also if we can clear them. Team 1, your focus is on Bulleta. We want you to see if what she said about the safe last night could be a clue. See if we can clear Bulleta or if she if she is linked with the two crimes she COULD have been part of.

(Anna and Seta nod as they take down their line of inquiry.)

Chief: Team 2, we need to follow up on the evidence of the family tree, and from the profiles you got. And considering that three suspects live in the same place, the Dojo seems your best bet. You will visit the Dojo and interview all three members if you can. Ask about their family, and see with what you know, if any of them lie. BUT BE CAREFUL. We know Andy doesn’t have a fond view of you guys, so it might be difficult to get them to talk to you. 

(He takes a look at both teams)

Chief: Remember, one of these people could be the killer. Be careful out there.

(Again they nod)

Chief: Before you go however, I have something here which may be of interest to you. The item that Kano won at the auction last night.

(The Chief gets a plastic bag…and the team gasp at the item.)

Chief: This is the bracelet that you’ve been searching for since Day 1. This is Ah-Tsing’s bracelet.

(The bracelet, is green ruby all the way through, and even has bright gems shining round…so it was sent to the auction…by the killer? The anonymous person…)

Chief: We have gone through it DNA and blood and hairs. There is two sets of fingerprints however. One belonging to Tsing…and the other belonging…to Tifa Lockheart.

(The detectives take a darting look, remembering that Tsing said that he was sure that Tifa didn’t have it when she looked through her belongings. Maybe because she had sent it to the auction…but did she touch it before the murder or when Mimi took it? That is the question…)

Chief: We have clues, we have evidence. We just need to link them together. Which ones are useless and which ones link to the killer? That’s your job with these last few days of the case coming to a close. So go out there and do me proud.

(The teams get ready to leave, as they take in everything they can.)

·        Bulleta mentioned a safe, and a number to it. Is it in her shop? What does it access?

·        Akiko Natsume has been cleared, leaving just 6 suspects.

·        The damage done to Eimi may have been the cause of powerful energy or elements attacking the android’s nerve system. The physical damage was done via knowledge of pressure points, possibly from martial arts strikes.

·        The father of Izumi Hirazi, the ‘Blood Man’ his real name is Hiroshi Fukutomi. He is known as ‘the master of the arts’. The family tree has two missing names from it, the current two of a male/female partnership, marriage, siblings, etc…

·        The auction revealed the number 3712V found at the killer’s lair referred to the lot number of an item at the auction. This was later revealed to be Tsing’s bracelet – sent by someone ‘anonymous’. The killer…

*   *   *   *

10.00am 

(Things are getting hairy, and it seems it’s getting more nerve wracking for the investigators, knowing the numbers are dwindling. Let’s take a look and see what they all think who the killer is…)

Anna: I’m…struggling. With all the latest evidence, I’m getting lost. I’ve discounted three of the 6, Andy, Bulleta and Hayama. I was going with Michiru, but the evidence of the tree signifies Yuri and the bracelet signifies Tifa. It’s tough…

Kano: I think the killer is either Yuri or Hayama. Hayama has only just come into it but he does seem like the strong silent type. Yuri on the other hand I have suspected since early, she seems like the type to be nice, but then nasty. The problem is even with recent evidence, Kikuchi doesn’t think it is either of them…boys…Gah..

Kikuchi: I believe the killer is Michiru Kai’oh. It seems like she is ready for an onslaught on anyone. We saw her, she has the power to eliminate a force stronger than her with concentrated water, damaging Eimi. The only other person I can see strong enough to do that is Andy, and he hasn’t been completely cut off the radar either.

Misao: I’m hoping I’m wrong when I’m saying it’s Michiru…but after what happened to me, I can see that there is more to her than meets the eye. The images…I hope I am wrong, because I feel Hotaru doesn’t need this.

Seta: I think the killer could be anyone to be honest! I don’t really have a clue…but evidence throughout the game seems to link whoever is the killer with Hotaru. That leaves 4 out of 6 people, not including Tifa and Bulleta. Out of those 4, Michiru has the biggest motive, but Andy and Hayama also have reasonable motives of revenge and love respectively. It’s tough.

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – 10.45AM (BULLETA’S SHOP)

(The shop has been cut off from the public since Bulleta’s arrest and been labelled a crime scene when she tried to attack Anna. However, despite the line, there is a present that awaits the two investigators as they leave the van…)

Anna: What…

Seta: Looks like we’ve got some love letters.

Anna: Seta-san!

(The two head, as there are two envelopes. One red, one black. Both of them have been positioned in the door with bloodied roses, one red and (yes) one black.)

Anna: Nice.

Seta: Not quite the romantic gift we wanted, but let’s have a look…

(Inside the envelopes are two more locations for the KILLER GAME, this time being led to ‘HOT SPRINGS HOTEL’ or ‘THE AMUSEMENT PARK.’ Anna and Seta pocket them, and hope they won’t get there, thought Seta has an amusing joke on it.)

Seta: Considering how much I’ve ‘hated’ Misao, what are the odds that I’m going out there tonight?

Anna: (smiles) 1 to 1?

Seta: (sweatdrops) Thanks for that.

(The two now have to get inside. Remembering last time, they go through the back way. Fortunately, Anna still has the key, and they get in the back…)

(…and are greeting with…a mess. And not a pleasant one.)

Anna: (scared) W-what the…

Seta: Get back Anna.

(The weapons shop could now be more like a butchers shop. A lot of the bladed weapons are now stuck in between what looks like animal parts (at least…HOPE it’s animal parts. Blood everywhere, and a machine gunned message on the wall, ‘COMING OUT TO PLAY?’ Anna clings onto Seta, as they hope no-one is actually in here.)

(This test is obviously to intimidate them. They still have a line of inquiry to get through, but it’s not on their minds as the stench of rotting flesh and blood is not a good combination when trying to find a clue.)

Seta: It wasn’t like this obviously when you arrested Bulleta right?

Anna: N-no. Trust me on t-that…

Seta: Calm down Anna. Let’s see if we can find anything…

Anna: We’ll have to search this place for a combination number and a safe? (jumps away after a drip of a pipe above her splats…and the colour of the drip shows that the killer has been doing a few ‘repairs’ of his/her own.)

Seta: We have to. Though the killer may have taken the combo code…or destroyed it.

Anna: Let’s just try and get through this…(shudders)…emphasis on try…

(Scattered papers, weapons everywhere, blood and dead meat are not a good idea for a search, but the two haven’t got a choice. If it means clearing Bulleta or finding a vital clue, they have to roll their sleeves up…whether they like it or not…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – 11.00AM

(Kano and Kikuchi…for them, the good news is that at least the dojo isn’t a bloody mess. The bad news…)

Kano: There’s no-one in is there?

Kikuchi: Nuts…what can we do?

(They decide to wait to see if anyone comes…and someone does, though not who they are expecting.)

Kano: Hmmm…is that…Link?

(Yep, the elf warrior is heading there, still in his trademark gear, and Master Sword at the ready, but on spotting the investigators, he smiles. He seemed on edge before seeing them.)

Link: Hello there, didn’t know you guys were still around?

Kikuchi: Believe me, it’s not like we want to be. But we’ve still got a job to do.

Link: That killer still around?

Kano: Unfortunately. We are closing in on him or her, but we need just a few more days.

Link: Well…I’d love to help, but have you seen Andy?

Kano: We’d like to know if he’s here as well, we needed to talk to him. But no-one appears to be in, and it’s locked.

Link: Locked? Hang on a sec…

(Link gets a key from his belt. It’s like one of the keys from the game, The Master Key, which allows him to open the big doors. However, it seems it works like a police master key in the real world, allowing him to go through any door.)

Kano: Excuse me, are you sure you should be doing this?

Link: I know, it’s breaking and entering. But there is something going on with him. Before this whole mess started, he was working part time as a blacksmith with me, and helping training our fighting styles to be more varied. But after the murder, he simply hasn’t come in the last two weeks, and I need to talk to him.

Kikuchi: We shouldn’t let you do this…hey wait…has anyone else ever used the Master Key before?

Link: (shakes his head) I know what you’re thinking, but no. I’ve had this key with me and I’ve never lent it to anyone, so don’t worry.

(The team nod, though another possible lead is gone. Kano decides to have a look through the window.)

Kano: Nothing of note here…HUH?

Kikuchi: What?

(Kano has discovered something. Outside the wall of a window, there appears to be a trail of gravel marks which are faint, but still there. They stop and start every now and then…Kano thinks.)

Kano: That’s weird. I don’t think any birds would come down at that velocity.

Kikuchi: Maybe someone climbed up…or down from there?

Kano: Maybe…(thinks)…anyway, we need to find them. We can’t let you come in here that way as it would be breaking the law Mr. Link.

Link: I guess…though I do have a licence for it.

Kano/Kikuchi: Huh?

Link: (embarrassed) Oh sorry. I’m kinda of the town’s official bodyguard, I’m like their policeman. Andy worked with me briefly with it as well. I’ve got a licence allowing me to do whatever.

(He shows it, and they look at it…then get a thought.)

Kikuchi: Does Andy have one?

Link: Oh no…

Kikuchi: Nuts. But it gives us another link…forgive the pun…maybe an alibi to Andy if he was patrolling. 

Kano: He said though he was heading to the Tachikawa’s, had a row then headed back to the hospital…we need to see if anyone could spot him…

Kikuchi: Anyway, as you have a licence, Mr. Link, you may proceed.

(O.K, so they wasted 10 minutes of their life there, but they head in with their own and Link’s approval.)

Link: Well…looks like no-one is here…

Kano: It isn’t alarmed or anything…

Kikuchi: Don’t worry. Now let’s see if we can find out where they’ve gone…

(As they do, let’s head off back to Bulleta’s bloodbath, and see if Anna and Seta can find something in that mess…or at least avoid having to throw up.)

*   *   *   *  

BLOODIED SHOP – TEAM 1

(As disgusting as it is, the two are managing to rummage through the debris, papers…and less than nice items to try. The team has smartly put on their white protective equipment to avoid being put with blood on them, or get themselves caught in any hairs or possible DNA evidence.)

(Anna begins dusting for prints whilst Seta searches. It isn’t long before he finds something which he feels could be a link to the safe.)

Seta: Anna?

Anna: Y-yes?

Seta: Look at this.

(On the top of a fallen bookshelf, hidden at the back, is something which a hole has come through. It looks like an envelope with a knife through it…but it has something on it….)

Seta: There’s a number on it…but the hole is through it. 

(It’s a number yes, it says 6…then a hole through it from the knife…and then a 9 at the end.)

Seta: I doubt that’s the password…but if we find the safe…

Anna: I’ll check the back room…

Seta: You just want to get out of here don’t you?

(Anna nods with a visible shudder in her step)

 (Seta nods as Anna goes into a dark room, where a light is available. Inside the room is only a candle, a newspaper and the safe. The safe is the key thing, but Anna has a look at the newspaper as well…and is surprised when she looks at it.)

Anna: The date…this is when the murder happened…

(The date of the newspaper is indeed 30th July, and it’s the morning newspaper. Anna isn’t sure what it means, until she opens it.)

Anna: What’s this?

(On the centre page, is a message written in black ink (no, not blood)…probably written by Bulleta, saying the following…)

‘I HOPE EXCEL AND TIFA KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING. THIS ISN’T EASY, ESPECIALLY FOR EXCEL. I FEEL TIFA COULD HANDLE IT…BUT I CAN’T. AFTER WHAT HAPPENED WITH AKIKO, I CAN’T DO IT ANYMORE. I JUST HOPE THEY DON’T MAKE A MISTAKE…IT’S WEIRD. I COULD EASILY TAKE HER OUT FOR THE SAKE OF PETTY REVENGE, BUT I WON’T. BUT SOMETHING TELL ME I’LL BE SEEING SOMETHING IN TOMORROW’S NEWSPAPER…’

Anna: O.K…

(Anna has read what appears to be a note from someone (Bulleta?) explaining that this person didn’t commit the murder, but maybe someone else did. (Tifa?) After reading it, she takes the newspaper and puts in the bag. Now for the safe.)

Anna: Seta-san?

(Seta comes in after fighting his way through a mess. Anna mentions the paper and now the safe.)

Anna: It’s a four figure lock. 

Seta: So the first number is 6 and the last one is 9.

Anna: I guess we just need to be patient.

Seta: Well…let’s get cracking.

*   *   *   *

DOJO/MANSION

(Kikuchi, Kano and Link are inside of the mansion and trying to find out where they have gone. Finally, Kano spots the clue.)

Kano: Hey, there’s an answering machine here…and it looks like they’ve got a message.

(A message has been left on the answering machine. Kikuchi protects his hand and presses the button to play it. The voice that comes from is familiar…)

Hotaru: Hayama…please don’t do it. I know what you are going to do. Leave Michiru-mama alone! Andy…Yuri…don’t, please! Not for me…

(The message stops.)

Kikuchi: From the welfare centre?

Kano: Yes…but that means…

Both: Dammit!

Link: We’d better get to Michiru’s before anything stupid happens.

(The three escape the house, lock the door, and head over to Michiru’s, where someone was supposed to have been watching her…)

*   *   *   *

BULLETA’S

(It takes them a bit of time, but the combination finally is worked out, 6749, as the safe opens, and the two hope they don’t find a bomb.)

(What they get is something else…)

Anna: Beautiful!

Seta: Who would have thought Bulleta would have something like this…

(In the safe, are two beautiful crystal sculptures. One of a puppy, one of a butterfly. They are quite unique works.)

Anna: Well…Bulleta said her alibi was being with a puppy and a butterfly…

Seta: …and I don’t think she was lying.

(Inside still on the butterfly is the receipt. Bulleta purchased this items for £220 combined on the 30th July, 1.06pm from Glacier World.)

Seta: This pretty much clears her.

Anna: Wow. So in her weird way, she was telling the truth.

Seta: Let’s just make sure by going to that place, O.K?

Anna: Yeah.

*   *   *   *

MICHIRU’S MANSION

(Link has joined the two detectives on their way to Michiru’s place. When they get there, they are surprised to see the guard who was watching Michiru, down on the floor, unconscious…but not dead.)

Kano: Damn…what do we do?

Link: What else? Try and stop them…

Kikuchi: First, let’s see if we can find out what they are doing there. By the sounds of Hotaru’s voice, it was like she expected them to try something.

Kano: Good point…let’s rock and roll!

(The three take the path outside the mansion, where for the moment they look inside the window…where a crack has appeared and they can hear the conversation…)

INSIDE MANSION

(As we can barely hear them from outside, let’s have a look at the conversation inside between four of the suspects. One of these could be the killer, a 4 in 6 (possibly 5 if Anna and Seta are right) chance.)

Michiru: What are you doing here?

Yuri: (sarcastic) What? You can’t be happy to see us? After all, we’ve been with you thick and thin…

Michiru: But…with everything happened…

Andy: Don’t get me wrong Michiru. Protecting Hotaru was one thing, and heck, anyone who gets one better on those detectives would have been a saint in my eyes…but I think you picked on the wrong one…

Yuri: Hotaru isn’t exactly going to see eye to eye you know, and with the crap that has happened with Tifa…

Michiru: Hold on! I don’t think any of you guys have a right to say that! Andy, you seem to be holding out of them for a different reason! 

Andy: You know as well as I do that bitch sent a goon of hers to attack me…was it you? They seemed to know my moves pretty well…

Michiru: Like I’d do that!

Andy: Besides, with it happening in unison with my brother in America, hell yeah I’d like to break her in half, but not my style killing kids…

Michiru: Maybe so, especially after you’ve taken care of Hotaru…but what about you Yuri? What’s your reasoning?

Yuri: Me?

Michiru: Don’t play innocent. A martial arts master of your own style and a corporate strangle hold at age 14? You could have easily made enemies of the Tachikawas…

Yuri: Oh, you can’t honestly believe I’d do anything that stupid! Besides, unlike you Michiru, at least I don’t kidnap little girls and sexually harass them…

Michiru: THAT WAS HARUKA’S IDEA! AND HOW THE HELL DID YOU KNOW THAT ANYWAY…

Hayama: News travels fast.

(Michiru has almost seemingly forgot that Hayama was there, being so quiet.)

Michiru: I suppose Akito Hayama. And I don’t think anyone would suspect you, an 11 year old kid. But…

Hayama: …….

Michiru: Whether you loved her or not, you know it’s not destined.

Yuri: Why can’t it be?

Michiru: I think you of all people should know that. You came from the same life Hotaru did, no wonder the two of you had a kinship…

Yuri: So I was adopted…

(At this point, Link knocks on the door…loudly. Michiru and the others turn as someone calls.)

Link: It’s me Link! Can I come in?

Michiru: Link, what are you doing here?

Link: It seems we’ve had a bit of a disturbance here, and I guess I’d better stop it…

Michiru: It’s just a talk…

Kikuchi: I’m afraid it might be in all of our interest if we manage to get to stopping anything that might result in more bloodshed.

Andy: Oh crap, not a couple of goons…

Kano: I’m going to let that one go Andy…now let us in!

Andy: For Christ sake, leave us…

Hayama: The key.

Michiru: Sure.

Andy: HAYAMA…

Akito: (shrugs) Got nothing to hide. I’m letting them in.

(Before Andy can try and counter, Hayama takes the key that Michiru gives him and opens the front door. Link, Kikuchi and Kano enter, with Link not yet reaching for his master sword, but not looking like a happy elf either.)

Link: I think we’d better stop this.

Kano: We should really have a talk with you guys, but I have a feeling we need to stop this.

Kikuchi: But which one of you assaulted the officer outside?

(Yuri, Hayama and Andy all remain quiet.)

Link: O.K, they are all equally guilty. Therefore…

Andy: It was me, but she told me to do it and Hayama did the distraction…

Yuri: You know, there is such a thing as refusing…

Andy: Gah…remind me to tell Mai what a power freak you’re becoming…

Link: Fine. Andy Bogard, we are arresting you on charges of assault…

Michiru: No it’s fine. I’ll pay for what they did, and for his bail. I’m also paying for Haruka’s as well.

(The team (and Andy) are stunned.)

Michiru: It’s the least I can do…but I want Hotaru back…

Kano: (sighs) We’ll see what we can do.

Link: We need to get you to the station anyway and take your statement, as well as the guards…

(The team head out as Andy, Hayama, Yuri and Michiru head to the station…)

*   *   *   *

JAIL

(…and literally bump into familiar faces.)

Kano: You guys?

Seta: What did you expect? Macbeth?

(Anna and Seta are also at the jail…for a similar reason.)

Kikuchi: So what are you doing here?

(Seta holds up the receipt that he got from the shop, Glacier World, whilst Anna holds the one she got from the safe.)

Kano: Don’t get it.

Anna: Bulleta?

(The gunslinger girl (pun in affect referring to a recent kick ass anime) emerges rather subdued and nervous. The 4 suspects looking at her are confused.)

Michiru: What’s she doing here?

Seta: We can’t say, but let’s just say this…she’s going home.

Anna: (whispering to K ‘n’ K) We have cleared Bulleta.

(Kano and Kikuchi nod, though they look a little surprised.)

BULLETA CLEARED…5 SUSPECTS REMAIN (Hayama, Michiru, Andy, Yuri and the only one not here, Tifa.)

Kano: Well…we stopped a little mini-brawl here, and we’re just going to get a statement from Andy, and then Michiru is going to spend a little money…

Kikuchi: Should we tell Misao that Haruka will be released?

Kano: It’s a bit of a cop out really, poor girl…but if it links with the case…

Link: You called?

(Kano sweatdrops.)

(The team watch as Haruka is released. Haruka and Michiru smile as Andy grumbles as they go through the process of getting him out of trouble. Yuri and Hayama are keeping an eye on everyone…)

Michiru: Now, we need to get Hotaru back.

Hayama: No.

(They all turn to Hayama)

Michiru: Why not?

Hayama: She doesn’t deserve to be with you after what you did…

Haruka: Little punk. She’s in our care…

(Hayama turns and for a brief moment, smiles.)

Hayama: You have no idea do you…

(Then Hayama leaves, as Yuri looks on in confusion. She and Andy then leave as the detectives wonder what the heck that was about…)

(It’s been a tiring day for the teams, but let’s see what they found out today.)

Bulleta’s Shop: It has been ransacked by the killer, and left a few ‘presents’. However, in all the mess, Team 1 found a clue to the combination number and then managed to figure it out after finding the safe. Inside was a prized possession of Bulleta’s, two glass figurines of a puppy and a butterfly, and also the receipt, purchased on the time of the murder. Bulleta is cleared. Yuri’s/Michiru’s: After being helped by Link, Team 2 learned that Yuri, Andy and Hayama, three remaining suspects, were being talked with by another suspect, Michiru, at her place. It almost looked like it could turn violent, though Link and company intervened. After this, Andy confessed to assaulting a guard, but Michiru surprisingly went up to bail him immediately and also Haruka…some hefty money being paid out then. 

*   *   *   *

6.00pm – HQ

(6 o’clock, and the teams have reconvened back at headquarters. And they go through everything they found today…)

Anna: …it looked like a scene out of the killer’s game…

Kikuchi: I’m not sure who got the better deal then…

Seta: We got the evidence though as we showed you. It’s weird. In her own strange way, through this thing, Bulleta was telling the truth…

Kano: It’s always the least likely ones.

(Misao enters the room from her spot as LI, slightly worried after hearing that Haruka has been released…)

Anna: It will be O.K. They won’t do anything now, they aren’t that stupid…

Misao: I…I know…

(A bit later, Seta is carolled with Kikuchi and Kano whilst Anna and Misao have a talk in the kitchen. It’s time to see if Seta is truly with Anna or is genuinely with the K ‘n’ K alliance…)

Kano: (sigh) O.K…it’s going to be tough…actually at one point I thought it was impossible…

Seta: You want me to vote with you right?

Kano: Yes…we have to vote out Anna. She’s too strong, too well liked by Misao so there is more chance of Asaba batting for the other team than there is of her voting off Anna, so this is our only real chance.

Seta: That, and it’s revenge for last time.

Kikuchi: (smiles) I suppose you could say that.

Seta: Right then…

Kano: Thanks Seta.

(The two leave as Seta goes outside, as Seta sighs inwardly.)

Seta: I never did say I would, did I….?

(In the kitchen, Anna is worried about the vote…)

Anna: …what I did was tactics, but it’s happened before, if they vote for someone they like, like Inez and Asuka did, it always comes back to haunt them…

Misao: It will be O.K.

Anna: I hope so Misao…I never realised this game could be so mentally draining…

Misao: I think we’ve all figured that out by now…at least it’s coming to an end…

(Outside, Seta looks on through the kitchen window and smiles…)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm – EVENING CONFERENCE

(It’s been a tiring day, and this is the last thing the team wants, but they have to go through with as Misao goes with what has happened today, and the evidence they found.)

Seta: …if we presume the killer was trying to ransack the place and trying to hide the combination, it could be someone that knew how to come in. 

Kikuchi: But we’ve got the key.

Seta: Someone who knew how to pick locks…or maybe someone got a copy of the key.

Kano: Good thought Seta my man…

Misao: But from this, we were able to clear Bulleta.

Anna: That’s right. And as we went to release her, albeit she was reluctant to leave…

Seta: Yes. We hear she may be staying with Akiko’s now BTW…

Anna: …we bumped into you guys.

Kano: Yes. We had just stopped an argument between Michiru and Andy, Yuri and Hayama. Andy had knocked out the guy on patrol watching Michiru, and we convicted him of assault. Strangely, Michiru immediately asked how to bail him, as well as Haruka.

Kikuchi: We also learned that Hayama seems to know more than I think even he is letting on.

Kano: We’re thinking he stole things like the adoption letter from Michiru’s.

(The teams discuss their thoughts, but in the back of the minds, one of the four from the original core alliance is going home tonight. Who will it be? Anna, Kano, Kikuchi or Seta?)

*   *   *   *

10.00pm – CHIEF’S FINAL CONFERENCE

(It’s time to find out. The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters as he looks on at 5 nervous detectives.)

Sam: A good night to all.

All: Right Chief.

Sam: Unfortunately, it won’t be a good night for one of you, as tonight, two more will be playing the killer’s game. But we need to decide who will be doing that. Let’s start by passing or failing you on your line of inquiries.

(Both teams are expecting the worst.)

Sam: Team 1. Today, you had to have the task of searching Bulleta’s shop, not an enviable one I hear as someone decided to do a little redecorating. 

Seta: I suppose that’s one way of saying what happened.

Sam: Care to explain?

Seta: When we entered the place using the key we got, it was something out of Battle Royale. Blood everywhere and someone wanted to destroy or hide something. However, from all this, we managed to find something to clue us in with the safe.

Anna: We also found a newspaper cutting seeing that Bulleta was looking for something on the day of the murder and wrote a message in it, seemingly indicating Excel or Tifa maybe involved.

Sam: The connection between the three?

Anna: They are all bounty hunters.

Sam: Yes. Keep in mind as well that Bulleta and Tifa are now under the same roof, this could be troublesome…however, what did you find?

Seta: After we managed to get the combination to the safe, we found two crystal figurines which had the receipt on them, which coincided with the time of the murder. We confirmed it with the shop and yes, Bulleta was there.

Sam: Well done. Bulleta is cleared.

(Another press of the button, and Bulleta becomes the 11th out of 16 suspects to be cleared.)

Sam: You did well today…but Anna…Seta…you let yourselves down on Day 1. We needed to find out the clue in Bulleta’s, but you didn’t. My boys had to do so. I’m afraid your interviewing skills weren’t up to scratch…so Anna…Seta…I am failing you on your lines of inquiry.

TEAM 1 – Anna/Seta – FAILED – Eligible for the group vote

(Both Anna and Seta look disappointed.)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 2. Kano and Kikuchi. Today, you went to Yuri’s dojo/mansion and had a problem. You couldn’t get in and no-one was there. Fortunately, Link was there and explained his role in the town as officer and got the master key and used it for you to look to see if there was any hints of a clue. You managed to spot the answering machine having a machine and played it. You then located them being at Michiru’s, where you observed a conversation without getting caught. This led you to what?

Kikuchi: We learned that Michiru seems to know their motives quite well, and also that as Hayama put it, ‘news travels fast.’ Andy was also guilty of assaulting the officer on duty watching over Michiru. This led to the surprising move that Michiru was willing to bail him out as well as Haruka.

Sam: That would be a lot of money to spend. You went over there of course, and sorted the things out and oversaw the procedure along with Team 1. Well done. (pauses) But Kano…Kikuchi…

(gulp)

Sam: You messed up on Day 1. You were caught when three of the suspects could have been observed during the purchase of the bracelet. They wanted it, but why? We know Tifa’s fingerprints are on it…but is that concrete enough? Unfortunately, giving yourselves away wasn’t smart, and despite making up for it, they know you are onto them so Kano, Kikuchi…I am failing you on your line of inquiry…

TEAM 2 – Kano/Kikuchi – FAILED: Eligible for the group vote 

Sam: Before we move to the group vote…we have two things I want to show you. First of all, whilst you were on your lines of inquiries, I took the bracelet over to Ah-Tsing and asked him to make a clean identification of the item. I got his statement and here is what he said.

‘This is definitely the bracelet given to me by the emperor and used against me in the blackmail. However, one part of it is missing. A green ruby shaped in the form of a dragon and a phoenix together. This is the most valued jewel of the bracelet, and signifies bond between man and woman. Without it the bracelet would be useless…I hope it hasn’t been sold…please, I beg of you…find it.’

Sam: What does that tell you?

Kikuchi: It means whoever took the bracelet off Mimi…the killer…has still got one of the jewels.

Sam: Yes, the most valued jewel. Again, we may find our killer if we find the jewel. Secondly, there is one other person we managed to talk to…Hotaru Tomoe.

(The team nod.)

Sam: We talked to her at a child care agency and we asked her about Michiru’s alibi. Here’s what she said.

(Shot of the TV flashing and a picture of everyone’s favourite firefly appears.)

Hotaru: I remember Michiru-mama going to Haruka-papa and I, and nodding to Haruka-papa, gave me a kiss on the cheek and then went out at about…12.30pm…and she came back…1 hour later, yes…around 1.30pm.

Jim Slica: Do you know where she went?

Hotaru: (shakes her head) No…she seemed a bit…distracted when she came back…

Sam: What does that tell you?

Kano: It means Michiru doesn’t have an alibi, she was lying before.

Sam: Exactly. She’s one of 5 remaining people who could have killed Mimi. Along with Yuri, Hayama, Tifa and Andy. You’ve found a lot of information…but tonight, one of you must go. It’s time to decide who plays the killer’s game.

(The team (excluding Misao) will head upstairs to a private room, where one at a time they will vote for a fellow detective. All 4 of them are up for the vote, but who will get the cut this time?)

*   *   *   *

ANNA

Sam: Anna, who will you vote for to play the killer’s game and why?

Anna: I’ll stick with what I said two days ago, and realise that I am now playing the game. So I will once again vote who I feel is the stronger player, which is Kikuchi.

KANO

Sam: Kano, who will you vote for to play the killer’s game and why?

Kano: It’s hard now…very hard…but I’m going to go with someone who I was particularly close with until recently, and a combination of those feelings plus the fact she is a genuine threat makes me vote for Anna.

KIKUCHI

Sam: Kikuchi, who will vote for?

Kikuchi: With the came coming to an end, I will vote for who I think is my greatest challenger and that will be Anna Reispegi.

(With 2 votes for Anna, and 1 for Kikuchi, it’s down to the person that could make or break either her or the K ‘n’ K alliance, Seta.)

SETA

Sam: Seta…who will vote for to play the killer’s game tonight?

Seta: It’s a tough call, as I know I should play tactically. However, whilst I am doing this, I do it with regret. And so I vote for…

*   *   *   *

(Sam comes downstairs with the votes. All the detectives are looking anxious.)

Sam: I have the results of the group vote.

(Dramatic pause…)

Sam: It’s a tie.

(Kano and Kikuchi’s eyes light up and Seta can probably feel the stare buried in his back.)

Sam: We have 2 votes each for Anna and Kikuchi…

Seta: …Yoshito Kikuchi. He’s too smart and too dangerous for me to go against him if we both make it to the final.

Sam: …now normally, we would go to a revote. However, this is the first tie we’ve had…and with only 4 people, it’s pointless. So…Misao, you will be the first Lead Investigator to have to choose TWO people to play the killer’s game.

(Misao gasps. A tough decision. She has to send two people to play the killer’s game.)

Sam: Your first decision must be between Anna and Kikuchi. Pick now.

(Kano sighs sadly. The result shouldn’t be in much doubt…)

Misao: I will choose Kikuchi.

(No surprise there. Kikuchi smiles as Kano looks on at Seta, then at Anna, and then at Misao.)

Sam: Now Misao, choose between Anna, Kano and Seta.

(Misao stands up to make her choice.)

Misao: The game…has been horrifying for me, you know that. I’ve gone through a lot of things during this time which in the past, would have destroyed me. But belief from my friend back home, and my friends here, got me through. 

(Misao pauses)

Misao: Early in the game, someone wanted me to go for my own benefit, thinking I couldn’t handle it. I’m still here, and I think I’ve prove I can handle it. So, because of this, and that I never forgot, I will ask Seta Noriyasu to play the killer’s game.

(Seta looks up, chuckles and says.)

Seta: Heh…payback.

(Misao smiles as well as she takes her seat. Neither man seems upset at the choice. The two girls however are a bit more solemn…)

(The Chief now hands over two envelopes. One in red, one in black. Seta picks first.)

Chief: Seta, please reveal to us where you are going.

Seta: ‘THE AMUSEMENT PARK’

Kikuchi: ‘HOT SPRINGS HOTEL’.

(Seta chuckles.)

Sam: Good luck. At this stage of the game, you really are going to need it.

(They nod, as they prepare for the killer’s game. But there may need to be a few questions first…)

*   *   *   *

Kikuchi: Let me ask first…why?

Seta: Why? Well…maybe I saw things differently.

Kikuchi: I guess.

Seta: If you ask, I never betrayed you. I never said I’d be with you during the vote, remember?

Kikuchi: (smiles) You’re right. Remind me to check the words of the detectives if I come back.

Seta: Hey, I’m in the same boat. I told you those little girls would be trouble.

Kikuchi: (sighs) Let me guess…you’ve been with Anna all this time in an alliance like ours.

Seta: Pretty much.

Kikuchi: Never saw it coming. Oh well…do unto others before they do unto you. (Holds his hand out) May the best man win.

Seta: (shakes his head) Of course.

*   *   *   *

Anna: (sighs) That was close…but…

Misao: It was my choice…I saved you.

Anna: I know…I should have expected it.

Misao: It will be O.K.

(In the library, on her own, Kano reads a bit, trying to keep her mind off things. Ironically, she is now officially the only person not to play a killer’s game.)

Kikuchi: Kano?

Kano: Please…no…

(Kikuchi goes over, and like last time, gives her a small kiss on the forehead. Kano looks up and wipes a few tears.)

Kikuchi: It’s just a game. We all played strategy. We were no better, they were just quicker off the mark than we are. And now, I have to hope I come back.

Kano: Please do…

Kikuchi: (nods) Sure…

ELSEWHERE

Anna: Please come back…

Seta: It’s fine. I don’t die so easy.

Anna: Yes…we’ve noticed.

(Seta puts his hands out to shake. Anna turns it into a full hug as Seta does the worried grin.)

Seta: If the killer doesn’t get me…Haruka surely will…

*   *   *   *

(The escape to the van is a pleasant one. Seta and Misao make a little peace with a hug as Kikuchi also hugs the youngest girl. The two now head to separate vans, one heading for a hotel, the other heading for an amusement park. Only one of them will come back…)

*   *   *   *

(Check out Inside HQ for a heart-to-heart between the three girls. Meanwhile, two guys are about to await either a second chance…or an elimination.)

12.00pm – KIKUCHI (HOT SPRINGS HOTEL)

Kikuchi: Time to play the killer’s game again…let’s see what we have in store for us today…

(He opens a pair of sliding doors leading into the hotel…and a flock of bats fly out as Kikuchi covers his eyes.)

Kikuchi: Not…a great start.

*   *   *   *

12.00pm – SETA (AMUSEMENT PARK)

Seta: Always thought the springs would be the death of me…lucky I got the park huh? So this is a killer game huh…

(Seta enters the amusement park, as Halloween music begins to play and a few rides begin to move.)

Seta: Been a while since I went on a ride…but I have a feeling there is no time for that…

*   *   *   *

KIKUCHI

(The genius heads into one room where appears to be a lobby and a mini-bar, and it’s not a pleasant site.)

Kikuchi: Not nice.

(Shot of various weapons on the bar, swords, kendo, samurai blades, and armour as well. Lots of bottles being smashed across, and a stench which is a combination of alcohol and blood greets Kikuchi’s nose.)

Kikuchi: Is it me or is the killer becoming more extreme?

(A gunshot echoes throughout the hallways as Kikuchi ducks…)

Kikuchi: Nope…it’s not just me.

*   *   *   *

SETA

(A roundabout gives him the arrow sign to move along, and Seta is heading towards a Ferris wheel…)

Seta: So far, so good.

(Cue the electric sparks of the wheel fizzing and banging as Seta is forced to take a couple of step back…)

Seta: When will I learn to keep my big mouth shut?

*   *   *   *

KIKUCHI

Kikuchi: So, it’s upstairs then…

(Kikuchi heads upstairs, and gets a greeting from a few mecha-turtles on the floor as Kikuchi hops over them.)

Kikuchi: What the?

(They turn and give an evil gleam at him as Kikuchi hurriedly goes upstairs…)

*   *   *   *

SETA

Seta: What the…

(A trapdoor has opened on the floor, as Seta looks set to be heading down…)

Seta: (gulps) Note to self: Be nice to Misao if I get back…

*   *   *   *

(The familiar green light of the killer now echoes his or her way down one of the areas. Which one is unknown at the time being…)

KIKUCHI

(He is now outside an elevator, the arrow is pointing down.)

Kikuchi: O.K, here’s goes…

(He opens the lift…no-one is there.)

Kikuchi: I guess I’m descending into hell…

SETA

(Now in the electronics department where the rides and machines are repaired, the sparks fly as Seta avoids them as he wants to get out of there.)

Seta: This is more than a game…

(Dramatic music increases)

KIKUCHI

(Kikuchi’s stop is outside…you guessed it…a hot spring.)

Kikuchi: O.K, this is my stop. (heads inside)

SETA

Seta: Oh no…

(A clattering in the distance.)

Seta: …O.K, let’s make or break.

(A simultaneous shot of Kikuchi entering the hot springs and Seta heading to the source of the noise…and then…)

Kikuchi: *SPLASH* ARRRGHHHH!

Seta: RWWWWOOOOOAAAAHHHH!

(End transmission)

*   *   *   *

(The end has come for one of the detectives, as one van returns from the game. Inside the headquarters, the three girls are together, awaiting nervously the person who has returned.)

(The doors open as the lights dim…rather dramatically. And it’s…)

Anna: I don’t believe it.

Misao: Back to haunt me…

(Kano sighs)

(The doors reveal…Seta.)

Seta: There are many things I can handle in life, but that is certainly not one to be added to the list. Especially as I did see someone there…it was weird.

Anna: Someone was there?

Misao: There was in mine as well.

(Kano smiles, but it’s obvious she is disappointed. Seta Noriyasu has returned from the killer’s game. Yoshito Kikuchi hasn’t.)

4 REMAIN.

*   *   *   *

Check out Inside HQ now for;

·        The reaction to Kikuchi and Kano sleeping in the same room. Is it the silent treatment for Anna now?

·        Seta has pulled the wool over their eyes, but knows his past could haunt him…and his future if he survives.

·        After the guys leave, the girls have a heart to heart talk about everything. Will it be a cat fight, or will it all be bygones?

TUNE IN TWO WEEKS FOR THE PENULTIMATE STAGE OF THE CASE

4 detectives left, the rules slightly change, and not even for Kikuchi’s choice of LI is safe from the Killer’s Game now… People from Andy, Tifa and Yuri’s organisations talk to the investigators, and reveal some interesting facts, and clearing one of them. And a fire at Michiru’s clears one more suspect, and the killer’s motives going to the extreme as the detectives inch closer to finding their man or woman… 

*   *   *   *

I’m tired…

I wrote this during England’s victory against Australia in the Rugby so I was on adrenaline for the final bit. Got through 12 pages in an hour, not bad…

Anyway, we are down to just 4 detectives now. It’s getting closer, and my mind is working on MG2 for the future which will probably be even more chilling and bloody, but not for a long time yet.

And of course, it’s coming near to the end of the real game as well. Just in time for Christmas, ne?

Read, review and whatever, and hope you’ve survived this week. Until a fortnight, see ya!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MURDER GAME: EPISODE 9

And welcome to an edging closer murder mystery which may or may not have had you on the edge of your seat…

I think I’ve really liked the comments about how atmospheric the game is (i.e. it’s genuinely spooking a few people), and trust me, I’m planning on MUCH WORSE in MG2…*evil laugh*

Well, here’s the set up now for the remaining episodes (and reader’s game for those playing at home)

Episode 9 Quiz – 7 remaining – 5 remaining at the end (4 detectives remaining in this game, be 3 at the end of the chapter)

Episode 10 Quiz – 5 remaining – 3 remaining at the end of the game (different type of quiz)

(A week or two later, the 3 remaining contestants will get a second quiz, basically a ‘who is the killer’ essay kind of thing…)

Episode 11 – We reveal who the killer is.

Episode 12 – Epilogue.

Episode 13 – How the game was done – We reveal the stunts, the acting jobs, some of the problems the suspects encountered, and an interview with our ‘killer.’

(Also look out for deleted scenes in the interactive segments as well)

And with that, we give you the chapter which will find our final three detectives. Who will go today? Let’s find out…

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on the Murder Game…

(Down to 5 detectives, and the one easy target Misao now Lead Investigator, it makes for worrying times for the other 4)

Chromus VO: …the original alliance was split down the middle…

Seta: You want me to vote with you right?

Kano: Yes…we have to vote out Anna. She’s too strong, too well liked by Misao so there is more chance of Asaba batting for the other team than there is of her voting off Anna, so this is our only real chance.

Seta: That, and it’s revenge for last time.

Kikuchi: (smiles) I suppose you could say that.

Seta: Right then…

Kano: Thanks Seta.

(The two leave as Seta goes outside, as Seta sighs inwardly.)

Seta: I never did say I would, did I….?

Chromus VO: …at least, that was what was assumed. In this episode, two more were cleared and we are down to 5 suspects. More skeletons of the closet were revealed to the team, and fights look likely to break out…and the guys got to play the killer’s game.

(The doors reveal…Seta.)

Seta: There are many things I can handle in life, but that is certainly not one to be added to the list. Especially as I did see someone there…it was weird.

Chromus VO: Seta returned and Kano is without a partner. 

4 detectives remain. 5 suspects remain.

GAME ON…

*   *   *   *

DETECTIVES IN THE GAME

Anna Reispegi (Battle Athletes Victory)

Kano Miyazawa (Kare Kano)

Misao Amano (Pretty Sammy)

Seta Noriyasu (Love Hina)

SUSPECTS REMAINING

Akito Hayama (Kodocha)

Andy Bogard (Fatal Fury)

Michiru Kai’oh (Sailor Moon)

Tifa Lockheart (FF7)

Yuri Sakizaki (King of Fighters)

*   *   *   *

DAY 17 – 9.00am

(It’s a day to begin, and one that each of the remaining detectives know they have to take advantage of. With the detectives numbers lessening each day, the game is coming to an end, and each must now realise they are thinking for themselves, friendships or not.)

(Last night, Kano’s close friend and the only one to be with her since the start of the game, Yoshito Kikuchi, was eliminated by the killer, whilst the person that indirectly sent him out, Seta Noriyasu, survived the killer’s game after being nominated by the lead investigator, Misao Amano. But there is always a plus…)

(Sam Lockheart enters the fray, the Chief Detective of the Macaba murders. Guiding them over two weeks of inquiries, he has seen the best and worst of the game. Now, he must finish the job.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Last night, we lost another detective to the killer. Kikuchi didn’t come back, but Seta…you did last night, you came back with the killer clue. First of all, let’s honour Kikuchi’s last wishes after seeing who he chose to be the lead investigator, in his last well and testament.

(Like last time, this one is pretty much a no-brainer, as Kikuchi flashes on the screen.)

Kikuchi: Should I not return, I will nominate the only person I have trusted since Day 1, and that would be Kano Miyazawa. I hope and believe she will win the game.

Sam: Kano?

(Kano becomes the only person now to become the Lead Investigator twice (first time she was nominated by Yamazaki). However, her position is less enviable now as the Chief explains.)

Sam: With just four people left, the rules change slightly. The Lead Investigator will now go out on inquiries…AND they can be nominated for the killer’s game. However, they can still choose who they wish for to play the killer’s game themselves even if they are picked.

(Kano sighs, looks like any hopes on revenge will have to be delayed.)

Sam: Next, we’ll go onto the killer clue, retrieved by Seta when he played the killer’s game last night.

(The Chief gets the item Seta retrieved, a line of bed linen. Inside, there are various metal pieces and parts, and a piece of paper.)

Sam: What do we deduce from this?

Seta: My theory is that the bed linen was used to wrap Eimi in, hence the metal parts, when the killer did his or her damage to the android.

Sam: Possibly. What about the piece of paper?

Anna: It’s actually a notice of the 3712V item that was going to be at the auction, meaning the killer sent the bracelet to the auction, although we know that one of the jewels is still missing.

Sam: Exactly. The killer is deliberately now showing you what he or she has been doing. And we now only have 5 people left in the case, so the killer wants to be found. Remember, there is a £100,000 reward for one of you who manages to find the killer. It’s getting close to the end, so whatever feelings you have for each other, you are playing against each other as well.

(The team nod)

Sam: Now…let’s move on to today’s line of inquiries. We know that all 5 of our remaining suspects have less than subtle alibis at the moment. Michiru has lied to us about her, Andy and Hayama’s counteract, no-one can confirm Tifa’s and Yuri may have lied to us. Today and tomorrow, we’ve got to find out as much as we can about what they have been doing, looking at their motives for murder. Now…are there any people that we haven’t thought about who could shed some light on the situation?

(The team pause for a moment, before Misao nervously asks…)

Misao: Um…old friends? 

Sam: Like?

Misao: Mr. Wallace…um…Mr. Garcia? People like that…

Sam: Well done Misao. We have people waiting around offering a possible motive…or a helping hand to you. That is what Team 1 will be doing. You will be making a list of phone calls from here. No movement, you’ll be here and going on the video phones to all the people we’ve managed to collect information from. These include Barret Wallace, Robert Garcia, Setsuna Ka’ioh, Sana Kurata and a recovering Terry Bogard. You can get into the heads of our suspects from other people…

(The 4 remaining detectives nod)

Sam: Now, Kano, as the Lead Investigator, you have to remain here, so you’ll be doing this line of inquiry. Choose who you wish to work with.

(A tough choice for Kano, as whilst she may have buried a few hatchets, she isn’t sure who to trust…but she makes a decision.)

Kano: I’ll work with Anna Chief.

(An interesting choice. Anna was the first person who voted off Kikuchi 4 days ago, and relations between the two girls were slightly strained. However, Anna is also the person with the best pass rate throughout the series, making it a rather shrewd choice of teammate for the Miyazawa…not only that, but Seta and Misao, who at times have not seen eye to eye, now must be forced to work together.)

Sam: Very well. Team 1 will be Anna and Kano. Your job is to interview this five people, all have a link with one or more of the suspects remaining. You will be doing this either by regular phone or video-phone, so get prepared. Ask key questions…heck…there may be an alibi floating around there, as whilst you are getting closer to the killer, there are still 4 innocent people there which you need to clear.

(The two girls nod.)

Sam: This leaves Team 2, Misao and Seta. I want you to take this killer clue and have it analysed by DNA experts. There may be a clue to who it belongs to or anything else which may lead us to the killer. Blood, hair, whatever. After that, I want you to go to Akiko Natsume’s, where apparently Bulleta and Tifa now reside. Get what you know about Eimi and her purchase, but be careful. If Tifa is around, we don’t want her knowing information. She is a suspect remember.

(The two nod)

Sam: Remember, suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Of you go.

*   *   *   *

Kano: (slyly) Have fun Seta!

(Seta, doesn’t rise to the bait, but smiles nonetheless. Misao seems a little bit unsure, she was the one of course that sent out Seta last night to play the killer’s game…)

Misao: Um….

Anna: It’ll be alright Misao. You’ve passed before remember?

Misao: (nods) Sure.

(Seta and Misao leave, ready to check out the latest killer clue at a certain laboratory…the Tachikawa Corp’s. Meanwhile, Kano and Anna stay to get ready to rack up some major phone bills, although Anna is a bit unsure of her relationship with Kano despite their talk…and vice versa.)

Kano: It’s a game…I may not be 100% home free thanks to these rules, but I intend to make sure I do, so Anna…if you want to make sure as well, let’s pass.

Anna: (unsure) Er…right…

*   *   *   *

9.30am

TACHIKAWA MANSION

(The Tachikawa mansion  is where Misao and Seta will head to first, there, they will get an escort from Nuriko and Link, who have been awaiting them. They will then head to the laboratory, a few miles south of Macaba. This is where genetic father of Hotaru, Soichi Tomoe, worked before his fateful accident.)

(Inside the van, neither Seta or Misao are willing to talk to each other. Tensions are high and the thoughts on winning the game are among their heads. Mistrust and deceit have been part of both of their game, and they are not giving each other way…)

(…but Nuriko at least makes them talk, the chatterbox…)

Nuriko: It’s been so nerve wracking…so you two survived huh?

Seta: That’s right Miss…er…I mean Mister Nuriko…

Nuriko: (chortles) Oh please, just call me Nuriko, and for the record, I don’t mind the ‘miss’ part.

Seta: (sweatdrops) I see.

Link: It’s O.K. I got confused a lot of the time and it’s not like we are stupid enough to cross each other’s paths. I’ve got a powerful sword and he’s got muscle enough to crush mountains…

Nuriko: Exactly. Who else is alive?

Misao: Miss Respighi and Miss Miyazawa.

Nuriko: Ah…I remember Respighi and Miyazawa. Respighi got me through those bad first few days and Miyazawa a nice chatter girl. (serious) But will you guys be O.K? Even I haven’t been in these labs I don’t know what to do…

Seta: It’s O.K. Our Chief has given us an official warrant because we’ve found something. We need it analyzed.

Link: Yes, that’s why we’re here. We need to protect you guys…

Misao: Thank you.

Nuriko: You’re welcome sweetheart.

(The van heads to the Tachikawa labs, whilst back at HQ, Anna and Kano have to deal with 5 different people knowing about the respective suspects…)

*   *   *   *

Kano: O.K…who should we tackle first?

Anna: Terry may be a problem…it’s what…9.45am now, how many hours is that in America?

Kano: About…5…6? 

Anna: We should do him last, maybe wait a while in case.

(The team’s hidden test is rather simple. Of the 5 people who link to the 5 remaining suspects, ONE of them has an alibi for one of the 5.)

Hidden test: Find out which person can be cleared from the murder inquiry.

Kano: O.K, who first?

Anna: Let’s go with….Barret.

Kano: O.K.

(Kano asks to be patched through to Mayor Barrett Wallace of North Corel. It’s on video phone, and the famed original leader of Avalanche gravelled face appears. Despite his gun arm, he’s wearing a dapple suit in what appears to be an office setting, as befits a mayor.)

Kano: Mr…Wallace?

Barrett: Ah…is this Macaba? 

Kano: Yes Mr. Wallace. I’m sorry to interrupt you, but we need to talk to you about recent events that have occurred in this town.

Barrett: Ah yes. I know what you mean. Teef has talked to me plenty of times about all the crap that has been going on, but I’ve had everything up to my ear as well. Those Tachikawa bastards may have had it coming, they threatened to torch Corel down…and trust me…my friends especially Teef and Cloud don’t want to see fire again after what happened at Nibelheim…

Anna: What happened?

Barrett: A fire…burnt the town to the ground. I guess wanting the same thing to not happen to Corel…*sighs*…I did something I normally don’t do. I abandoned my teammates. Mr. Bogard and Mr. Garcia.

Anna: Blackmail?

Barrett: In a way…but no sooner had that happened was that Teef gave me a call that ‘Things may calm down.’

(Sensing a possible alibi, Kano goes in for the kill.)

Kano: When was this?

Barrett: Ah…well…I believe it was the day when all of that happened there…

Anna: A specific time?

Barrett: Geez aren’t we impatient…er…it was about 3.15pm I think…usually when her shift ends at her bar…

(No luck. Tifa could still have committed the murder, but as you can see, Anna has written down the notes about the fire as well.)

Kano: Has Tifa spoken to you since then?

Barrett: She was rather drunk when she called last…about a week ago…I guess it was because she heard about them going after my adopted daughter, Marlene…

(Kano thinks this could be a link, with the ‘adoption’ theory on Hotaru, and adds it down. Barrett doesn’t see any of this.)

Barrett: …and then she was hurt. Madoka told me all this, and she’s been living away. Last time she called was yesterday, and she was in a whispered voice saying ‘It’s O.K. It will be over soon.’ I asked her what the hell she was on about, but she put the phone down. 

Kano: I see. (She nods to Anna) O.K, thank you for your time Mr. Wallace. We’ll let you continue your work now.

Barrett: Very well.

(They shut the phone down as they fail to clear Tifa, but get a bit of information which could or could not be useful. Onto the next victim…)

*   *   *   *

10.15pm – TACHIKAWA LABS

(We’ll get back to the phone calls later, but right now we are seeing as Nuriko, Link, Misao and Seta get out of the van heading towards the front door. Two guards at first try to stop them, but seeing Nuriko and Link they hesitate, and then get a message on their coms and lets the detectives and the two warriors enter.)

Nuriko: This gives me the creeps…Taruki is here somewhere as well…

Seta: Well, we need to head to the DNA labs on the 5th floor…

(They locate the elevators, but suspiciously, all but one of the three (the middle one) are out of order. They have no choice and take it.)

Nuriko: That was weird huh?

Seta: A bit…too weird.

(Cue problems. The elevator stops as the four look confused. Link presses the emergency button but nothing happens. Suddenly, a digitised voice comes out…)

??????: *evil laugh* So, you’ve followed my lead huh? Oh well…that genius wasn’t too difficult to take down. He’s a fighter right…no match for me. Just like Eimi, a bit difficult, but if you knew how to beat her…piece of cake. Now, I’ve got one more game to play with you tomorrow night, and then we’ll see if one of that remains alive finds me. Good luck with your last chance saloon…I’ll be waiting for one of you…

(The sound ends and Misao is shaking in fear. Nuriko kneels down to give her a hug as Seta and Link look trying to get a way out. In the end, Nuriko stands up as Link puts his master sword between the doors. Using that as a bridge, Nuriko pulls apart the doors…)

Nuriko: Looks like we’re taking the stairs…

(They got stuck on the 2nd floor…so the team head up the stairs to the 4th floor.)

*   *   *   *

Seta: So…what’s the analysis…

(The team have managed to get into the lab and find the DNA research area. The linen is getting an analysis from experts, as they need to get as much information as they can.)

(One of the lab technicians turns to Seta.)

Lab Tech 1: From what we can deduce, is that the linen used may have actually been used to wrap the robot body as you deduced, but it’s weird…

Seta: Why?

Lab Tech 1: Well…you see, if that was the case, considering the mass of an android and the strength needed to do so, there would have been more tears and creases. No matter if the person who did that could carry the android, there would have been tears and what not. 

Seta: But what about the metal bits?

Lab Tech: Just scraps in reality, could have fallen. I think the robot actually wrapped herself in it…for what reason…I have no idea…

Seta: Interesting…

Misao: So, maybe it belonged to her?

Seta: She’s Akiko’s right? The only person who could…

??????: Hey, what are you guys doing here?

(Out comes Taruki Tachikawa, Mimi’s father. He doesn’t seem too pleased.)

Taruki: I heard that Link and Nuriko were bringing some VIP’s here, I didn’t think it would be you guys though…

Seta: Mr. Tachikawa, glad you approve of us.

Taruki: Very funny…

Misao: Mr. Tachikawa, we needed use of this area to help us on our inquiry…

Taruki: But nothing! I don’t want you guys here!

Seta: Why not?

Taruki: Never mind that, and besides, why do you need you use this area? Shouldn’t you guys have been done long time ago?

Seta: One, we are not allowed to say anything. And two, we are getting closer to finding out who killed your daughter, but again, not liable to say…

Taruki: Why?! I should know who killed my daughter…

Seta: I’m afraid we can’t say.

Taruki: If that’s the case, then I don’t want you guys here.

Misao: (smiling) And why is that?

Taruki: (sweats…) Er…no reason…just…

Seta: Oh, it’s O.K. We know anyway…

(Taruki looks shocked. Seta and Misao step calmly out.)

Seta: Come on Misao-chan. Downhill is always better than uphill…though tell Mr. Tachikawa that.

Misao: Hai!

(The two detectives leave, satisfied, as a nervous Mr. Tachikawa looks around before heading out. We see him look down as the two detectives leave, and a visible gulp in his Adam’s apple gives his feelings away…he’s nervous about something…but what?)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – HQ

(Back at HQ, the girls have managed to get two more phone calls done. One from Sana Kurata and one from Setsuna Ka’ioh. Here are the transcripts of what they said.)

(Neither Sana or Setsuna are reached by vid-phone and instead we just hear their voices…)

Anna: Is this Sana Kurata-san?

Sana: San! San! Someone called me San! Am I a warrior princess then of the ancient forest only to fall in love with a mysterious boy cursed upon to choose between nature and nurture?

Anna: (sweatdrops) This could take a while…

Kano: Miss Kurata, if you don’t mind, we need to ask you a few questions…

Sana: Sure, but I suck at quizzes so if you’re hiring me…

*   *   *   *

Sana: Oh, you where Peggy Hayama is?

Anna: Yes, pretty much. We need to ask you something…

Sana: Oh, what’s that pervert done now? Not like I care or anything but…

Kano: LISTEN! (calms down) We need to know if you know anything about him on the 30th July. He need to know if you talked to him at around 1pm. He says he stayed at his place at that time and left the house at 1.45…can…you…help…us?

Sana: No can do! Haven’t heard from Hayama in weeks, I’m on location at a remote island filming! And phone service is lousy, I only got to do this because of an emergency…what, Hayama kill someone?

Anna: Of course not, we just needed to know…

Sana: What’s he done? Que? Que?

Kano: (firmly) Goodbye Miss Kurata. (shuts the phone done as Sana says nonsense in Spanish (probably not Spanish, just Kurata-glish…)

Anna: Kano…

Kano: We weren’t going to get anything for her. Besides, I believe Hayama isn’t the time to talk to her, especially if he is after Hotaru.

(Anna is unsure whether to reprimand her, but doesn’t as they make the next call…Setsuna.)

*   *   *   *

Kano: Remember me?

Setsuna: Of course I remember you. The spirit of time dictactes the past, present and future. I knew I was destined to speak with you again.

Kano: (sweatdrops) Thanks…I think. 

Anna: Miss Ka’ioh? Can you tell us anything that could help us in making sure Michiru isn’t involved with anything…

(There is a bit of silence, as Setsuna finally speaks, it’s in a grave tone.)

Setsuna: This feels bad, but considering what has happened, I have no choice. I know everything that goes around Michiru, and I felt I need to say this.

Kano: What?

Setsuna: On the day that Michiru was going to go to Guile at the graveyard…I believe she told him to use that as an alibi to her for ‘whatever reason.’ That reason seemed to be Hibiki’s death. I’m really hoping it wasn’t for…

(Kano nods though no-one can see her.)

Setsuna: Anyway, with the relationship between Akiko and Guile, this led to the apparent attempt of assassination of Akiko by way of contract to Bulleta. I do know this was indeed sent by the Tachikawas, and as I learned, a contract acting on Mimi was also found to be under Michiru’s signature, correct?

Kano: That’s right.

Setsuna: Well…I believe this is wrong. I don’t believe Michiru made a contract. I have contacts who go through all her papers…though this one does seem a bit more extreme…but I sorted out all the adoption ones as you may or may not know.

Kano: We have suspected forgery.

Setsuna: The problem is…it would take someone with good skill to do that…

Kano: Setsuna, sorry to change the subject, but despite all this, can you give us a concrete alibi for Michiru? We now know that Hotaru has said that Michiru left the house at 12.30 past midday on the day of the murder and came back at 1.30pm.

(Setsuna is quiet)

Setsuna: No. That’s why I’m scared. I am really hoping it doesn’t come to her doing that…but…I will admit…I wouldn’t put it past her.

Kano: (to herself) That’s for sure…should have had Misao do this.

(After some final words, Setsuna hangs up and Kano and Anna are back at square one. Now they try Yuri’s partner, Robert Garcia…)

*   *   *   *

TACHIKAWA LAB

(Back at the laboratory, Misao and Seta, an odd pairing if there was one, get ready to head back to the van, only for another unexpected surprise to literally ride in…)

(A big limousine scoots in as Seta and Misao look on. Nuriko and Link, still there, also notice. Not long, Taruki Tachikawa finally catches up to the detectives.)

Taruki: Now look here…

(But he also stops and gulps nervously as out of the big limo, four people come out…and two of them are suspects.)

(Tifa Lockheart looks the same as she always does, not really looking the part of someone in a limousine. On the other hand, Yuri Sakizaki and recently cleared suspect Akiko Natsume seem to be fine. William Guile is the four member and he gets out more slowly, and eyes Nuriko.)

Guile: I guess we both went against them.

Nuriko: Hold on, I was just helping the detectives out, you are with…

Guile: It doesn’t matter. I’m here to protect Akiko. Tifa and Yuri can handle themselves. Now I suggest you, and you two there, watch the fireworks.

(Akiko and Yuri go ahead as Tifa trails behind them. Taruki steps back nervously…)

Taruki: What are you doing…here?

Akiko: (calm) I believe we have the warrant which allows us to do so. (smirks) Weird how getting a speed ticket can let you also use the police for more important needs…

Taruki: This is my land, I can thr…

Yuri: You can’t do a thing Mr. Tachikawa. You see, recent evidence can put you in jail if we learn that what happened in America was an act of sabotage towards Terry Bogard. But no…we’re here for something more…personal…

Akiko: That’s right. Whilst our companies combined together can and WILL crush yours in due time, I believe it’s your more personal crimes that need holding.

Taruki: Personal? You have a right you bitch! You’ve stomped over mudholes to get where you are, you’ve never played fair in your life!

Akiko: True on all accounts…except for one. When things involve my son…or more specifically…friends of my son.

(Yuri advances and despite being half a foot smaller than the adult man, it’s Taruki who is s*iting himself…)

Yuri: Let’s see…what was it again? Something about forging papers…maybe involving adoption…maybe involving experimentation…sabotage of a jet…these are all nasty crimes you see Mr. Tachikawa…especially when you involve a girl no nearer my age involved!!!

(Yuri lunges forward, Taruki is no where near Yuri’s speed and gets caught on the collar.)

Taruki: Guards!

(A few bodyguards come in as Nuriko and Link are unsure whether to stop Yuri or advance on the guards. A simple shake of the head from Guile stops them.)

Guile: It’s O.K.

(Tifa almost lazily raises a material from her hand and says something.)

Tifa: ‘All Wall.’

(A protection spell surrounded Tifa, Yuri and Akiko. It’s the first time that Misao and Seta have seen materia (only Anna of the remaining has seen it, with Kikuchi and Bean) and they immediately realise that with it, she could do anything…)

(Yuri’s hand glows as she prepares her ‘Kai Upper’ technique, a one handed ki blast which is much better than Dan Hibiki’s…but even Dan’s pitiful fireball can’t miss at THIS close range…)

Yuri: So you think you can hurt my friends here…you think you can hurt her friends here…*evil grin*…well, starting from today, I’ve got a little surprise for you.

(Yuri then gets out something…a contract! Taruki’s eyes flash with fear.)

Yuri: This contract is submitted to Tifa Lockheart, to…how shall I put this without getting myself in trouble with the investigators over there…oh I know! Remove a problem…that will do. 

(Taruki twists his way out, being stronger than Yuri, but Yuri still has the smirk on her face.)

Yuri: Now…I suggest you DON’T make her sign it. Like…make sure you leave the Ka’ioh’s out of anything, pull back your bid to destroy the youth hostels in America, otherwise, things may get uncomfortable.

(Yuri has just threatened Taruki. What the team should do now…)

HIDDEN TEST: Caution Yuri on eye witness on attempt to murder.

(Unfortunately, they seem more interested in what she is saying, and how it could relate to her as a suspect, and indeed Tifa as well.)

Misao: This could be bad…

Seta: I don’t know who to suspect more, Yuri for the threat or Tifa for the act…

Misao: What else can Tifa do with those?

Seta: Maybe we need to ask…or at least find out. 

Misao: (to Nuriko) What are those things called that Tifa-san uses?

Nuriko: Oh those…they’re material. They can cast various elements and powers…I’ve seen her use fire, ice, lightning, poison, as well as healing and recovery, protection as you have seen…

Seta: Interesting. (to himself) Lets her be able to damage lots of things and use them as weapons…

(They still haven’t cautioned Yuri. Yuri does let go, but as she turns, Taruki swings at her, and two of the bodyguards advance. Unfortunately, the wall is still in affect.)

Taruki: Shi…

(Tifa leans forward)

Tifa: I’m not going to get arrested here…I suggest you plan your next move and plan it fast…I don’t think you want to see me again…

(Tifa turns and heads back into the limo. Akiko, Yuri and Guile all join them. Misao and Seta look on, a bit amused and bemused about the spectacle that has just happened.)

Seta: Well…that was informative.

Misao: Not sure if I’d call it that…

(The team seem to have done for today, though they don’t know that they may have messed up. Back at HQ, Yuri’s accomplice Robert Garcia has had his talk…)

*   *   *   *

Robert: I think it would have been better if you got to talk to Mai about this? I don’t know.

(Kano and Anna are smart enough not to reveal the ‘conversation’ disc they got back in Episode 6 saying that Yuri may have lied to them when they first interviewed her. Instead, they keep pressing.)

Anna: We just need to make sure that we can finish this off, and your help is appreciative…

(Robert tense up…and looks at his watch…)

Robert: Guys…erm…this may be going against the partnership we have…but…

Anna: But?

Robert: I suggest talking to Terry  and ask about Ryo Tanzaki.

Kano: Oh, your mole?

(Robert seems genuinely surprised…)

Robert: You’re good, I’ll give you that.

Kano: Thanks.

Robvert: Anyway, I’d better go now. I don’t want anyone to know about anything I’ve said…so…

(Robert hangs up without a goodbye, as the two girls take his advice and immediately call Terry Bogard. It seems they both picked up on the fact that Robert was looking at his watch, and quickly call. The videophone in the hospital rings where Terry is being looked after…)

Terry: Hello?

Kano: Terry Bogard?

(Terry looks close and smiles at the two girls.)

Terry: Let me guess, the investigators?

Anna: Good call.

Terry: Instincts. Besides, it’s nice to wake up from a disaster and see two cute faces staring back at you.

(Both girls blush, but recover and begin their talk. Here’s their trick: They’ve got what Robert has told them…but they must also remember their inquiry…)

Anna: Terry, we need a few things to talk to you about. First of all, we need to ask about…someone you may know, Ryo Tanzaki?

(Terry freezes)

Terry: Ryo?

(A slight nod to the left and reveals a young Paul Pheonix look alike, in his early 20s looking at them. He’s got a beard though which makes him look much older…)

Terry: I guess they found you.

(The man, obviously Ryo, nods.)

Ryo: I’ll hazard a guess that Robert told you about me…he’s the only one who knew I was going to be here.

Anna: But we don’t know why…

Ryo: (smiles) To a cute face like that, I’ll tell everything, the one thing that only a few people know…

(Suddenly, Ryo rips off his beard, a fake one and his blueish eyes seem familiar…)

Ryo: Ryo Tanzaki is my code name. My real name…

(Dramatic pause)

Ryo: Ryo Sakizaki. I’m Yuri’s brother.

(Stunned silence…)

*   *   *   *

Ryo: I was separated from my parents when I was 5. My sister Yuri had been born when my mother died. My father couldn’t live with the fact that his daughter had killed the one person he had cared about, so he simply left my sister at an orphanage. I went with my dad, too young to understand what happened. It wasn’t until when I was 11 when he told me of my younger sister, but what I hadn’t told them was that I had said to the orphanage that she was an only child and made up some crap about not being able to look after her.

*FLASHBACK*

Ryo: I tried to learn what I could about my sister, but my family never named her…eventually, I found out through the orphanage that they gave her the name ‘Yuri’. Her family name was given as they know my father was a Sakizaki. It took me many years…but I finally found her recently…that is…I would have…if not for one small problem…

*   *   *   *

(Flashback to the Asian Idol contest found in the newspaper)

Ryo: (to two other judges) But that’s not fair!

(Shot of two goons either side of them, both with the insignia of the Tachikawa Corporation.)

Goon 1: I believe it’s best in all our interests that Mimi wins this, not the Garcia sponsored corporation that we believe you work for.

Ryo: I don’t see why I have to do that! Athena was brilliant, you all saw that!

Goon 2: And I suppose you being a part of that corporation won’t be considered suspicious…

Ryo: Oh, for Pete’s sake, that’s pathetic. You heard who the fans were cheering for her, and I’m not the only person who agrees.

(Shot of the scores of the three judges for the Asian area alone, which shows that the other two judges have also scored Athena higher than Mimi, one of the judges has put her 1st, the other 2nd…with Mimi 5th in that case.)

Ryo: So your goons can’t scare me…

Mimi: Oh really?

(The girl smirks round the corner.)

Ryo: …and you certainly don’t either.

(Ryo turns to leave…)

Mimi: But I suppose knowing about your sister may change your mind?

(Ryo freezes…)

Ryo: My…sister…

Mimi: Oh, this may surprise you, but she’s made a name for herself as a young prodigy in the business world. She grew up from the mean orphanages and taught herself everything, from business, to computers, to martial arts. But she doesn’t know she has an older brother…but you know you have a younger sister…Yuri?

Ryo: Shit…

Mimi: So…what will it be? Me winning the contest and you getting what you want to locate your sister…or…

*   *   *   *

Ryo: You know the rest. Mimi won the contest and then the bitch took off. I never even got to learn about my sister, even after talking to Athena. Now though…

Kano: Why haven’t you come here if you know this is where she resides?

Ryo: Because of what happened. We know Mimi is dead...and considering what I’ve just told you, me being there is like a recipe waiting for disaster.

Anna: Good point.

Ryo: Please ladies…just sort this out. Get my sister away from all this…please…

(Ryo makes a nod to Terry and then leaves.)

Kano: Terry wait…we need to talk to you as well. We need to know if you know anything about what happened to your brother on the 30th July…oh wait…sorry…

Terry: It’s O.K…I was shot and was still suffering so I haven’t a clue…although…

Anna: Although?

Terry: Well…he may have called me but I was here. He may have heard what had happened and tried to call me by my cell phone or something…hold on.

(Terry looks around, and gets his cell phone.)

Terry: Unfortunately, it looks like a lot of my calls were deleted…but maybe from the phone bill. If you want, and if it helps Andy out, I’ll give you the details.

(The two girls nod, realising they have a slightly chance of clearing Andy Bogard now.)

*   *   *   * 

(Whilst the girls are waiting for a fax, they suddenly receive an e-mail from one of the 5 suspects…)

Kano: The computer just blipped…

(Anna rushes over and clicks it. It’s from Akito Hayama of all people.)

Hayama: Go to Hibiki’s Island.

(What did you expect? It’s Hayama…anyway. That’s all there is, no attachments, no midi files, no kidnapped messages on a video (hey, I’m not doing the same thing twice), just 4 words…and for Hayama that’s probably a conversation). Now, what will the two girls do? Take it on board or not?)

Kano: Any trace of the e-mail?

Anna: Doubt it…but I guess it’s something. Maybe Hayama knows something…

Kano: What if he’s the killer?

Anna: Don’t think that. Shall we go?

Kano: (sighs) No real choice. Anything at this stage will be good for me.

(Kano and Anna get ready to get to the railway station area, where they will take the tricky trip to the island. They have to be careful, the tide is coming in…)

*   *   *   *

1.00pm – HQ

(Seta and Misao have returned to HQ, and are surprised that there is no-one waiting them. The girls have left them a message, and also a notice to keep an eye out for a fax. The girls explain that Andy Bogard may have called Terry on the time of the murder.)

(No need, whilst they were gone, Terry Bogard has forwarded the details of his cell phone info.)

Seta: So this is what they were up to…

(On Andy’s phone bill we have various days, but the one they are interested in is 30th July. They go down the list looking at 12.00pm to 1.30pm in particular.)

(They finally get a sniff of something at 1.10pm.)

1.10pm – PAY PHONE – 55 01468914

(Misao goes through her notes to the times they interviewed Andy and see if they can clear him. After all, it’s says ‘Pay Phone’…it could have been anyone, and they don’t know what Terry said…that is of course, if he’s telling the truth.)

Misao: Did they say something about Andy Bogard or something?

Seta: We know that he said after he left the hospital, he went over to the Tachikawa mansion, and he said he took the bus. 

Andy: (slowly) You guys are good, you know that? (sighs) I didn’t want to say anything, because I knew it would look suspicious. However, I guess you’ve got this far, I’ll tell you where I was. I did go back to my place but my injury was worse than I thought so I had to head back there to spend the night. At the time of question, I went out and tried to take a long trek to Mimi’s mansion, not knowing that she was at that island with that cross-dresser. 

Seta: So you were walking to Mimi’s?

Andy: Yes…but I did get there, but they wouldn’t let me in, and they informed me that she was coming home soon and that I could wait. I asked where she was, and they told me she was going to be at the railway station…but I didn’t go. I headed back then, taking the whole time before finally, I took the bus back as I was getting hurt.

Seta: When did you take the bus?

Andy: It was about…1.20pm I think.

Misao: We need to find the bus stops and any pay phone areas.

Seta: There must be a clue somewhere…

(The two head out, on the right track. Can they clear Andy Bogard?)

*   *   *   *

(On the rails, Anna and Kano are strangely silent. It seems nerves and tension are still among them as they over to the island.)

(They arrive there…1.30pm…where they can see Hibiki’s home, pretty much almost the same, although now there is a gravestone there, (which was put there by Hibiki’s landlady Ruru, the owner of the island.) with Mr. Hibiki Amawa, if you must know, on it. They also strangely notice a speed boat lying off shore…which is odd.)

(However, as they hop on the island, there is no sign of Hayama. Anna and Kano, suddenly get a little nervous…)

Anna: This is…not good…

Kano: Um…Anna?

Anna: Yeah?

Kano: Can you get off me please?

(We see that Anna has done the ‘clutch of fear’ and quickly releases, both girls red from embarrassment as they return to being professional.)

HIDDEN TEST: After finding what is here, secure scene as a crime scene.

Kano: (calling) Hayama?

Anna: Hayama?

(Still no-one. The girls decide to search around the house…and come across a bit of a surprise…)

Anna: What the…

(On the outskirts of the house, laid down, and hopefully sleeping…is Hotaru Tomoe. Both girls fear the worst…)

Kano: Hotaru-chan!

(Anna rushes first to the girl, but then, her eyes slowly open…)

Hotaru: (coughs) Wh-what…

Kano: (breathes a sigh of relief) Thank goodness…

Anna: What happened to you? Why are you here?

Hotaru: I…(looks around)…where am I?

Anna: You are somewhere even we didn’t expect…

Kano: This is the island that the deceased Mr. Amawa used to live…

(Hotaru blinks and looks around, and seems to finally recognise the surroundings.)

Hotaru: Yes…that’s right. This is the house that Hibiki-sensei taught both myself and Mimi during the whole mess…

Anna: Is it just me or are you the only person who seems to have actually liked Mimi…(thinks)…well, maybe Nuriko and Guile, but they were paid to I guess…

Hotaru: (shakes her head) Mimi was a nice person to me…well…to me…

Kano: I see.

Hotaru: It’s just…weird…

Anna: I think we need to take this slowly. First of all, what happened to you to make you get here, and then we’ll get to the past business…

Hotaru: I don’t know…

(Suddenly, Kano notices something…it’s a Dictaphone. Kano checks it and realises it can be played. She’s unsure whether to play it now or wait till we get back. She finally bags it, making sure to play it back to the team.)

Hotaru: All I remember, was someone coming from where I was just about to go home after I was cleared to return to Michiru-mama…even after that awful incident…but then suddenly someone jumped at me…and the next thing I knew was I was here.

Kano: Someone knocked you out then…but why transport you here?

(Anna has another look round, and finds something else…a bag of food and even some clothes.)

Anna: Looks like someone intended to make you stay here…for a few nights…though I am unsure why…

Kano: Well, we’d best head off before the tide comes in…

(Suddenly, an array of fireworks surrounds the island, and they are all coming from one area…the station. Anna hurries to go there as Kano stays with Hotaru…)

*   *   *   *

Anna: Oh kami…

(The station has been lit up and some thoughtful soul (no prizes guessing who) has decided to give a couple of photographs hanging outside the station, you guessed it, the next (and indeed final two) photographs to play the killer’s game. This time, ‘THE TACHIKAWA LABS’ and ‘MACABA STATE PLANATERIUM’ are the two locations.)

(Anna takes the evidence and heads back, where Hotaru now has begun convulsing…)

Anna: Hotaru-chan!

Kano: It’s O.K…I think…

(Hotaru is in one of her normal seizures. It seems the team need to head back. Kano goes on ahead as Anna, the stronger of the two, carries Hotaru, piggy back style to head to the station, as Anna explains the situation. They need to get her back to Michiru’s…or should they? Could Michiru have done this? Was it the killer who may have kidnapped Hotaru and got her over to the island? If so…how could the killer have done this without getting noticed?)

*   *   *   *

(Team 2 meanwhile have been tracking down bus stops in Macaba, and are looking for ones with pay phones nearby. The main problem is that there isn’t any clear away to checking the streets or seeing if there are any ways of finding Andy as fingerprints are non-existent because of the fact it’s been two weeks since the murder. But there is one way…if the team sees it…)

(Seta and Misao are on the street where it happened now…and there is a way of checking to see if Andy was there…but will they spot it?)

Seta: It’s like running around in circles. Where’s a clue when you need it?

Misao: There must be something…

(Seta sighs and turns…and comes face to face with himself…and a lightbulb goes in his head.)

Seta: Hey, it’s an electronic shop.

(Seta is opposite an electronic shop, and is watching his face on a television as a video camera filming people outside the shop. Suddenly, he notices that in the same shot, the pay phone is also visible as Misao ambles over…)

Misao: What?

Seta: Misao-dear…we may have our answer.

(The two head inside the shop…)

*   *   *   *

HQ – 2.30pm

Misao: So…we’re going to have to wait until tomorrow to get the tape from the 30th of July?

Seta: Yeah. It’s in their back stock, so that’s as good as we’re getting.

Misao: I hope this clears Andy…

(Seta just nods as the atmosphere isn’t really much of a talkative one…)

3.00pm

(A half an hour later, Kano and Anna return, with a few things and certainly a lot to talk about.)

Kano: …so not long after we got the information from Ryo and Terry, we got an e-mail from Akito Hayama, that just said ‘Come to Hibiki’s Island.’ That was it.

Seta: That was it?

Kano: Yes…so we went there as the fool investigators we are, and after a long trip, we found…of all things…Hotaru asleep there.

(Misao and Seta are a bit stunned, especially Misao.)

Misao: Was…sh-she…

Kano: No no! She was just sleeping…we woke her up. It seems someone abducted her from the centre she was at and somehow got her there without getting noticed. It was weird…

Seta: The killer presumingly?

Kano: I think the killer was there as they sent us the love messages as well. We also found this.

(Kano gets the Dictaphone out as the team look at it.)

Kano: This I believe has some sort of message on it…(calls)…Anna, we’re going to play it!

Anna: (from the kitchen) Right!

(The team surround the Dictaphone and we can now hear a familiar female voice…or two…)

CONVERSATION

Mimi: …dragging out the past isn’t something I wish to do.

Michiru: That is pretty low trying to do that, and trying to use our ‘special abilities’ to your advantage. I thought you cared for her…

Mimi: I do! That’s why I need her by my side…

Michiru: Oh really…so I guess you won’t mind if I tell the authorities about YOUR past…

Mimi: Wh-what do you mean?

Michiru: Oh, hit a smart spot have I? Well…in the past, my ancestor, Hatoko Kobakoh, was a rival of your ancestor Acabam Tachikawa. Now, there were rumors that she was the actual founder, not Acabam, of Macaba…but let’s say she died under mysterious circumstances.

Mimi: (laughs) What’s this got to do with anything?

Michiru: Well…I did a little more digging. It seems that she wasn’t the only person there. She had come with two other people to the then unnamed land…her half-sister and father. All three of them paid a threat to Macaba. However, they were taken out in two separate incidents…

Mimi: That still doesn’t…

Michiru: Have you heard of the legend of ‘The Blood Man?’ His name is still unknown, but I have a feeling, that he, along with his daughter and my ancestor, were the first people on this land…but Acabam came a little too late…and decided to change things. Literally…

Mimi: That’s crazy!

Michiru: Oh, but wait, there is more! It seems that the Tachikawas actually brought the two of them to Macaba, and that the daughter never realised of her half sister, my ancestor. But going through many tracking records, I discovered the link between Hatoko and the daughter, named Izumi. They were long lost half sisters…Hatoko however was left alone after being born as her birth caused her mother’s death and she was left all alone as a young baby. She was found though by her I suppose foster parents…and became part of a sheltered family. Growing up, she became a wanderer, feeling unhappy of what became of her life and what happened to it, and drifted along the paths, and lived in lands, both habited and inhabited. It was there she came across Macaba...and when the Tachikawa tribe came, she was ready to move, but she became close with Izumi, her long-lost half sister which she didn’t know.

Mimi: Why are you telling me all this?

Michiru: Because using this evidence, I can safely say we have a possibly fraud in our town’s history. . especially as the Blood Man, their father, was attacked and slayed by the ‘heroic’ Acabam Tachikawa, which drew Izumi to nearly kill him as Hatoko had been poisoned not long before that…a tragic town…which could be more tragic if I reported this to historians…so…

Mimi: …you want me to back off…

Michiru: Say nothing more and allow me to adopt Hotaru and I will say no more about it.

(There is silence…but an audible murmur comes out. The tape then ends.)

*   *   *   *

Seta: Wow.

Misao: So all the pieces start to link together.

Kano: Yes, a link between both supposed founders and the ringmaster that destroyed them all.

Anna: And you notice the links between them and the current situation?

Kano: (nods) Yes. The adoption angle seems similar to this as well. It seems if this is indeed a link to the killer, then it’s a possibility.

Seta: Does this not clear Michiru though?

Kano: Of course not…this would give her a real motive if Mimi went back on her promise or something…

(It’s been a day and a half for the team. What they have found this day…)

·        After interviewing 5 people connected with the 5 remaining suspects, the teams collectively found out that the one with a possible alibi was Andy Bogard. After locating around town, they found a pay phone outside an electronics shop which had a video camera watching everything from the inside. If Andy is on this tape on the 30th July, he could be cleared.

·        Taruki Tachikawa is in fear of both Yuri and Tifa by the things that seem to be occurring, such as a possible contract on his head. The killer clue showed that the linen cloth may not have been used to wrap a destroyed Eimi in, rather, Eimi herself may have wrapped herself in it…

·        An e-mail from Akito Hayama sent Team 1 to Hibiki’s Island, where they found an unconscious Hotaru Tomoe and a Dictaphone. Hotaru claims she was kidnapped from the youth centre she was at during questioning.

·        The Dictaphone recalls a conversation between Mimi and Michiru involving the adoption contract. However, Michiru reveals to Mimi some information on the past involving her ancestor and Mimi’s, plus the link between them and Izumi and the Blood Man. This includes that Izumi and Hatoko were half-sisters and that Hatoko was left alone after being born.

*   *   *   *

6.00pm

EVENING CONFERENCE

(Kano, the Lead Investigator, begins to piece all of the pieces together in today’s conference as the remaining four investigators are listening in to see if there is any information they want to know for themselves as well in helping each other…)

Kano: …even though he sent the message, there was no sign of him at the island. But he obviously knew something.

Seta: Did he kidnap her?

Kano: Possibly…he does seem to care for her…if no body else in this town…

Anna: Do you think the killer and the kidnapper are the same person though?

(Interesting question…)

Kano: Y’know…I’m not sure…but we don’t know that Akito was the only that kidnapped her. All we know is that he sent an e-mail, and he seems to know everything and anything that happens.

Misao: What can we link with the killer?

Kano: There are so many angles and leads. Let’s go through them all…

1)      Historical motive – Someone trying to get revenge of a wrong of the past involving Mimi’s ancestor. Possible murderer for this reason – Michiru (others?)

2)      Personal motive – Messing with family or friends or romance – Possible murderer(s) for this reason – Andy (Terry), Hayama (Hotaru), Michiru (Hotaru), Tifa (Barrett), Yuri (Hotaru, Ryo(?))

3)      Financial motive – To kill Mimi for a contract – Possible murder – Tifa (Michiru?)

Kano: It’s most likely a combination of things, but the one thing I’m sure is that Hotaru has got something to do with it…unless the killer is playing ring round the roses with our minds.

Seta: It could be. It may just be a way of getting us off the track and then setting us away from the real motive…

Kano: You think so?

Seta: Not necessarily…but it’s a thought.

Misao: It seems everything has a connection with Michiru though…

Anna: That’s true…

Kano: Michiru seems to have the biggest motive, and in most case, the most likely suspect committed the act…so why do I feel that it’s someone else?

(The team are unwilling to say to each other who they think committed the murder at this stage of the game…tactics are starting to play…)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm – CHIEF’S CONFERENCE

(The Chief, Sam Lockheart, enters with his usual grace and flair, as the four remaining detectives already seated, await.)

Sam: Good evening to you all.

All: Evening Chief.

Sam: It seem you guys were quite a bit busy today, looking for suspects, finding information, getting surprises. Let’s see what you guys did get up to. Team 1, Anna and the lead investigator Kano. You had the task of going through 5 friends/family members of the five remaining suspects, looking for information, but most importantly, seeing if any of them revealed a vital alibi. What did you find out?

Anna: We did find that out, amongst other things. Barrett Wallace for example, told us about the threats that the Tachikawas were out for him because of his link with Robert and Terry and what they were planning for Corel, once again, establishing a motive for Tifa Lockheart.

Sam: Good. What else?

Kano: We learned that Barrett has an adopted daughter, and with the theory of adoption seemingly increasing, we felt it could be a valid point, especially with the other evidence that was collected later.

Sam: Yes, good observation, we’ll get to that later. Anyone then give a possible alibi?

Anna: Yes, that would be Andy Bogard. Terry faxed us some phone details that he got when he was in hospital as he was attacked on the day before the murder if we recall, and we got a fax and found out that someone called him from a pay phone during the time of the murder.

Sam: Yes…this led to Team 2, who after being given information, you searched the town for pay phones using your maps, and what did you find?

Seta: Eventually we found a pay phone which was outside an electronics shop. In it, we noticed a video camera playing our faces and realised if Andy was at this one, it could clear him as the tape recording could have seen him.

Misao: We got into the shop and asked the person about the video camera and said it was a demo camera, but also watched for potential thieves and they had tapes from the last month still in. So we asked if we could borrow the one for the 30th July, and he said he’d have to dig for it and he’d send it tomorrow.

Sam: Yes, well, no need. I went over there just and collected it myself. Now, my boys and I have looked through the tape and we believe there is something you need to see…

(Sam presses a button and the screen appears. It’s a fuzzy video which seems to stop start, but the time is clearly on and the time is 1.05pm, the time of the murder. Then just off the round, we can see Andy Bogard walking up to it, clutching a stick as he’s walking badly, and seems a bit tired and bloody, as he was attacked the day before. He gets into the pay phone and rests for a bit. Sam fast forwards it a little and when we get to 1.10pm, Andy makes the phone call. We can’t hear him but we don’t need to.)

Sam: What does that tell you?

Seta: He couldn’t have committed the murder.

Kano: Andy has been cleared.

Sam: Right.

(Sam presses another button and suspect number 12 vanishes from the board. 4 SUSPECTS REMAIN.)

Sam: Very good. You’ve narrowed the killer down to one of 4 people now. Akito Hayama, Michiru Ka’ioh, Tifa Lockheart or Yuri Sakizaki.

(The team nods)

Sam: Let’s move on. Team 1, you weren’t done as you got a surprise soon after finding this information.

Kano: Yes…not long after, we got an e-mail from Akito Hayama, simply stating to come to Hibiki’s island. We did so on a hunch and were very surprised when we found Hotaru Tomoe unconscious on the island.

Sam: Yes. I had a police report not long after you had gone onto your inquiries that the youth centre had broke in at 10.30am this morning but it wasn’t established until later that Hotaru had been taken. No-one was killed during this including Hotaru. And nearly 3 hours later, you find her at Hibiki’s island. What does that tell you?

Kano: Whoever kidnapped Hotaru must have been able to get her, and then safely get to Hibiki’s island in quick time…perhaps by boat?

Sam: Well done Kano. The kidnapper must have escaped with Hotaru via boat. Now, I have reports at the bay where the sea links between Macaba and the island, and here’s what we found.

(A photograph of the scene is shown and we can see a motorcycle crashed by the water.)

Sam: This motorcycle belongs to Haruka Ten’oh. But before we can assume anything, Haruka had reported to us that her motorcycle had been stolen last night. 

Seta: Interesting.

Sam: As for the speedboat, what we understand was that it too, had been stolen from the boating club nearby…with the kidnapper knocking out all the people there as they had reported the boat when they recovered. Did you notice that?

Anna: We noticed the boat…

Kano: Oh.

Sam: I think you realise it now, but you missed a crime scene, and you had the evidence to prove it. You didn’t label it and didn’t report it when you put the pieces together. Spur of the moment mistake ladies.

(Kano and Anna realise they goofed. Whilst not disastrous, it’s still a basic mistake at the end of the game.)

(But Sam’s next words may at least console them slightly…)

Sam: But you weren’t the only ones to do so. Seta, Misao…your original line of inquiry was to take the linen cloth and do a DNA search on it. What did you find?

Seta: (slightly confused at what the Chief first said) Well…we found out there was no DNA evidence to it, but the cloth could have been wrapped by the android itself because there were no tears or any indications of a struggle for example.

Sam: That was good…but afterwards, Taruki confronted you. How did he appear?

Misao: Very nervous…

Sam: What happened afterwards?

Misao: He was confronted by Akiko, Tifa and Yuri, who made some threatening remarks to him.

Sam: What did Yuri and Tifa do?

Seta: They threatened him.

Sam: And what did they show him?

Misao: A contract I think…

Sam: So…you hear threatening remarks from two murder suspects, you have evidence that they could try and kill him, and what do you do?

(Now Seta and Misao realise their blunder…)

Seta: (slowly) Nothing.

Sam: Nothing…you just sat there like a couple of lemons. If a person is threatening to kill someone, what do you do?

Seta: Caution them.

Sam: Exactly. You didn’t caution either girl, which means they got off scot free, and you have to be extra careful on their activities.

(Both teams seem disappointed.)

Sam: A combination of good and bad ladies and gentleman. Still…tomorrow is a new day, and we only have 4 suspects left. So think about everything you’ve found out and be ready as the game is coming into it’s final stages.

(The teams regroup, both thinking failure. If that’s the case, who is in most danger, especially when you consider that the LI can now be voted for.)

(Decisions…decisions…)

*   *   *   *

DAY 18 – 9.00AM

(The game is coming to an end, just two more days left (though the detectives don’t know it). Tomorrow, they will have to decide who they think the killer is. And it will be the last time for one of these four today as well…but who?)

(Sam enters as the team are all looking tired and exhausted, the case is obviously coming to an end.)

Sam: Good morning.

All: Morning Chief.

Sam: Last night at the early hours of the morning, around 6am, we recovered the boat that whoever kidnapped Hotaru was using. But when we were going to get on it…well, maybe it’s best you saw it yourself…)

(Sam flicks a button as we see the white speedboat coming in via remote control towards the boathouse. However, in the middle of the ocean…and out of nowhere…)

*BAAAANNNNNGNGGGGG*

(The whole boat explodes. The people on the beach are stunned…but then the camera cuts off.)

Sam: Team 1…you should have looked at that boat whilst you had the chance. It’s now a scrapping piece of evidence.

(Kano and Anna nod, more disappointment put into them.)

Sam: So, it’s obvious whoever kidnapped Hotaru wanted to make sure that no trace of who it was available. Could this mean Hayama may not be the person who did it, after all, he was the one who sent the e-mail. 

(A bit of silence as they digest this information.)

Sam: Let’s move on. Today’s line of inquiries. Team 1, Kano and Anna. Even though it’s exploded, we need to see if there are any lifelines, so you will visit the boat club and explore the destroyed boat. Also look for any records maybe at the day of the murder, or records in general to see who may have had access to the boat, because we noticed that there was a key used to steal the boat, which may means someone did use the boat using their own key…

(Anna and Kano mark their line of inquiry)

Sam: Now, Team 2. Seta and Misao, your line of inquiry is to follow up on the only person who may know what is going on. Akito Hayama. He is currently at the amusement park along with Ah-Tsing and Meiri. I want you to talk to him, and also talk to Ah-Tsing about the still missing jewel. The bracelet is still a part of this investigation and if we are correct in assuming the killer has it, then we need all the information we can get.

(Misao and Seta nod)

Sam: After that, we have 4 suspects we need to look at. So when you get back, I suggest you use this time to begin figuring out who you think is the killer. It’s tough, but you need to gather the evidence you have, look through your notes and make your deduction. Keep these thoughts in mind. And remember…suspect everyone. Trust no-one. Off you go.

(Those words seem to connect with the Chief and they obviously see the game coming to an end. Everyone is a rival, but who is the best to eliminate?)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 

Kano: No pressure huh Chief?

Anna: Well…he’s got a point. Even if I’m going out tonight, I’ll still need the chance to go through my notes and find out everything I can…

Kano: You going to win?

Anna: (smiles) It would be nice to. I’m not really used to it.

Kano: (smiles) Make two of us. (cocky) But you haven’t got a chance against a Miyazawa!

Anna: (chuckles) You know…throughout the game, I think unconsciously, we’ve seen each other as rivals as much as friends…even with the strains…

Kano: (pauses) I guess you’re right…I think we’re stronger contestants mentally than Misao or Seta…

Anna: Seta?

Kano: (shrugs) He’s smart, but he’s a bit lapse.

Anna: Maybe…

Kano: Anyhow, let’s just pass this, come out and let the backstabbing begin. 

Anna: (smiles) Of course, wouldn’t have it any other way…

TEAM 2

(Seta and Misao meanwhile are a lot more open with their thoughts on who they think the killer is…)

Seta: Well, I’ve been split with two people, so I’m just waiting to see if one of the two is eliminated, and if he or she is, then I know who I’m going for.

Misao: I’m still unsure…there is so much evidence to keep track of and one thing suggests Michiru, but another suggests Tifa…it’s so confusing…

Seta: (smiles) Well, I know how smart you are, so I’m not going to reveal a thing.

Misao: And neither am I Seta-san.

(Misao seems all business…something that Seta always knew about her, and probably was the only one who realised what a threat she is. Now she’s got this far, will she prove it or will Seta get there…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1 – 10.15AM – BOAT CLUB

(On the outskirts of Macaba, a huge stretch of sea comes between Hibiki’s Island and this boat club, an exclusive one of Macaba. At this time, not too many are out but a few are overlooking the harbour.)

(As Kano and Anna head out (and Anna forcing to ignore a few wolf-whistles on the sailors part), they are met by the harbour master and boat club owner, Melody (Pokemon).)

Melody: Thank god you’re here…a bit of a crisis here!

Anna: So what happened?

Melody: Whoever did this knew their stuff…I suspect it to be Hayama, it was someone who was smooth at martial arts, but it was hard to tell who it was because of the disguise and the way they shuffled, it was like the size was impossible to tell…anyway. They took the boat when we recovered and we didn’t know where whoever it was, was going to so we waited. Of course, no use now.

Kano: Probably not to us. Do you mind if I come in and talk to you some more and Anna here has a look at the wreckage?

Melody: (shrugs) Don’t see why not? Tell the girl there she has permission to beat up anybody who flirts with her…

Kano: (smiles) Anna, did you hear that?

(Too late…one of them has already gone down…^_^)

Kano: (sweatdrops) I’ll take that as a yes…  

Anna: (Innocent) He just fainted via seawater…(A dark Anna glare at the other sailors)….right?

Sailors: Um…yes!

(Anna begins her search of the wreckage, whilst Kano does what she does best…talking.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – 11.00AM (AMUSEMENT PARK)

(It takes a little longer for Team 2 to head to the amusement park. Andy Bogard has told them he has gone there (and thanks them for the clearance). He has warned that Hayama has been getting more agitated with the case and warns they have to be careful. (Then again, against Seta and Misao/Misa, even Hayama would have to be wary…))

Misao: Wow!

Seta: Been to these places much Misao-chan?

Misao: (shakes her head) Not really…

Seta: Well…let’s see if we can find them first before any chance of having fun.

(The first problem presents itself, how are they going to find Hayama and company?)

HIDDEN TEST – Locate then. Be patient and find out what Hayama was doing with that e-mail.

Seta: Looks like we are searching long and wide…

Misao: Should we split up?

Seta: That wouldn’t be a bad idea…but we need to make sure we can contact each other. 

Misao: Let’s look at the queues first on the more popular rides, it’s only been open an hour so they could be waiting somewhere.

(Misao has got a point. Also, they need to notice the rides where photographs are taken on the way down, and see if they can see Hayama and co on there. Seta notices this as they pass a water slide ride. They also ask people if they have seen them, but their descriptions are vague.)

(It’s a case of look and hope…and be patient.)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 1

(Kano has managed to get inside and is talking to Melody. Here’s where the test comes in.)

HIDDEN TEST: Locate the item inside the house and on the boat which can be used as evidence.

Kano: So this boat house was located below the station where the trains come from? Which means…

Melody: Yeah. We practically could have heard Mimi’s train coming in, and trust me, if anyone heard her scream, we could have heard her.

Kano: Really…who of Macaba use the boats?

Melody: Well…it’s only Tifa and Akito who are actually members from what I know from who you told me about…

Kano: Thank you. On the day of the murder…were either of them here?

Melody: Aw geez…that’s a toughy, I can’t remember being here on that day…it was my day off I believe…but we do have a log book…let’s see.

(Melody goes over to the corner, and gets an old navy book. She looks through it.)

Melody: Hmmm…*scratches her head*…that’s odd.

Kano: What is?

Melody: This page…for the 30th July you said?

Kano: Yeah?

(Melody shows it…or rather, the lack of it, as it has been ripped from the pages, so to speak.)

Kano: Ah.

Melody: Looks like someone took it.

Kano: I see.

(They now know that Akito and Tifa are the only two people who are members, and thus could have used a key to get the boat. They are both martial artists as well, so it could be one of them kidnapping Hotaru, though that does not necessarily make them the killer. Neither of them have a concrete alibi, Hayama says he was at the mansion and Tifa says she was with Ah-Tsing…but then they separated as Tsing was at the amusement park working with Ling. So…)

(…meanwhile after scaring off any possible suitors, Anna has been carefully checking for fingerprints and evidence inside the charred boat. She eventually finds the item used to make it explode…)

Anna: What’s this?

(Anna has a dulled crystal, that has a small glimmer of energy. It is unrecognisable as anything, but it could be a material. It doesn’t look like a bomb, but it used a burst of energy to hit the vital circuits…in almost a similar way as Duo (and Tifa) said that Eimi was de-activated. Anna doesn’t know this, but she bags it anyway.)

(She looks in files and papers around the area. Nothing important. It looks like everything was destroyed…until Anna looks into the doorway. She looks up and sees a piece of wood slanted. She rips it off, and sees what appears to be something small…)

Anna: It’s all charred…

(Anna sees it and gasps.)

Anna: KANO!

(Kano hears Anna’s scream and rushes out as Anna comes out with the evidence…)

(…the jewel. A jewel of a phoenix/dragon merged together. The jewel from the bracelet which someone intended to destroy.)

Kano: Damn it…

Anna: It must me made of tough stuff if it escaped the explosion…

Kano: Is that why it was so valuable?

Anna: We should get this analysed…can we make a call to the labs?

Kano: Can’t hurt but to try.

(Kano and Anna wrap up and get ready to leave, hoping they’ve got the evidence they needed. Kano found out that the logbook entry for the day of the murder has been ripped and Anna has found the missing jewel. As they leave, they call Team 2…)

*   *   *   *

TEAM 2 – AMUSEMENT PARK

Seta: Thanks…good work guys. Bye. 

Misao: What did they say?

Seta: They’ve found the jewel of Ah-Tsing’s. But they want to know what it’s made of because it managed to survive an explosion, as whoever kidnapped Hotaru wanted it destroyed, maybe to finish off the evidence.

Misao: So it’s someone who didn’t know it’s worth then?

Seta: We’ll learn more hopefully when we meet up back with the girls. But we need to talk to Hayama more importantly.

(They haven’t had much luck in finding Hayama, despite going through queues. Misao offers to transform into Pixy Misa, but they know she could do more harm than good in this place. Suddenly, they get a brain storm.)

Misao: What about Ling Xiayou?

Seta: That’s right! She owns the park and she knows us…we can get her to help us find Hayama.

Misao: Couldn’t hurt…

Seta: Considering how much we’ve been running round in circles, it could be the only chance we need for help.

(The two head back to the entrance, and using their ID’s, ask if they can talk to Miss Ling Xiayou. After a small talk, they are granted to the inside of the park (where ironically where Seta found Yolei and the killer clue the other day) and head to the executive area, where Ling is waiting, looking over the park.)

(Actually, she meets them up ahead as the two climb up some stairs.)

Ling: Hey there!

Seta: Hello Miss Xiayou. Happy to see us?

Ling: (sighs) Yes…anything to get me out of a meeting.

(Seta and Misao sweatdrop)

Ling: So, you guys need my help?

Misao: Yes please. You see…

*   *   *   *

Ling: (over an intercom) Would Mr. Akito Hayama please report to the front desk please? We need to speak to him.

Seta: (chuckles) Why didn’t we think of this sooner?

(Of course, there is the small matter that Hayama MAY NOT come, so the team has just to wait and hope…)

(Fortunately, in about 5 minutes…Hayama, along with Ah-Tsing and a beautiful elegant looking Chinese girl (which they correctly assume is Meiri) arrived there, where Ling goes down to greet them and to send them to the investigators.)

Ling: (calling from downstairs) I’m sorry to interrupt your fun, but we needed to do this, as two people need to talk to you Mr. Hayama.

(Hayama replies with his usual comments (i.e. nothing) as Ling talks to her two native counterparts. Hayama notices the two investigators, and notices also Misao being very wary as she stands pretty much behind Seta…obviously she hasn’t forgot their last encounter…^_^)

Hayama: You guys.

Seta: Hello there Mr. Hayama. We need to ask you about something yesterday. (Seta whispers something to Misao and she nods, as she goes over to Ah-Tsing and Meiri, both talking with Ling, obviously in a way to separate them. Seta now has the task of trying to get something out of Hayama.)

Hayama: Yes?

Seta: Yesterday, our colleagues received an e-mail from you supposedly to simply come to the island where the late Hibiki Amawa resided. Why was that?

(Hayama as usual is pretty much stone-faced…but he does reply.)

Hayama: Because.

(I never said it was a straightforward reply…)

Seta: I see. I’m afraid we need a little more than that. We found something there which really put us through a loop, and we need to elaborate on this. It does seem you know more than appears, so please young sir.

(Hayama looks up at Seta’s eyes, and down to his feet.)

Hayama: A hunch, a feeling, of what is right. 

Seta: Really?

(Hayama nods)

Seta: Throughout this time, we know that you’ve been checking things around the murders. Can you tell us about why?

Hayama: (pauses) Maybe…it’s all for her sake.

Seta: Her sake? Hotaru?

(Hayama doesn’t say or move. Instead, he punches a nearby wall.)

Seta: Hayama…

Hayama: You guys…suck.

(With that Hayama sits down on the bench. Seta tries with another angle, this time with what Kano and Anna told them on the phone.)

Seta: You are a member of the boat club right? Is that where you were on the day of the murder? If so, why haven’t you told us?

(Hayama doesn’t respond. In fact, he seems to be asleep. Seta sighs at the most difficult suspect of the whole bunch. Meanwhile, Misao seems to have better luck with the Chinese trio, and asking about the jewel (now in their possession, though Tsing doesn’t know this))

Misao: …so it symbolises unity and strength?

Tsing: Yes, as a gift from the emperor it is of the highest quality back in my native homeland. (sadly) It was supposed to be the icing on the cake as a gift to Meiri here but…

Meiri: (softly) I told you, you couldn’t be accounted for the mess.

Misao: She’s right. You say the jewel is the most valuable part of the bracelet?

Tsing: Yes, in wealth and…(stops)

Misao: And…

Tsing: (curses in Mandarin…Misao actually understands it and looks ashamed) Well…this is a secret…

Misao: If it helps us in the case, we need to find out everything.

Tsing: Well…the emperor told me that the jewel was a final reminiscent of the past involved with ancient chi and Chinese magic…the black arts, something I always found foreign. And I never understood it, but it is unwise not to disagree with the emperor. But would anyone know about it?

Misao: (notes that down) Right, thank you.

(As she excuses herself, she gives Anna and Kano a call…)

*   *   *   *

(After a failed analysis of the jewel at the labs, Anna and Kano are on their way back to HQ when they get Misao’s call. Kano, as LI, is allowed to call the Chief and ask for his advice on this kind of understanding. He has in turn booked Team 2 (Seta/Misao) for an appointment with a master of black magic for later tonight.)

(Eventually, both teams come back with what they found out from their latest inquiries…)

*   *   *   *

3.30pm

(The four discuss what they found as Anna prepares the last meal they will have as a famous foursome.)

Seta: It seems that Hayama knows things, but doesn’t want to tell us. It’s either making him really suspicious, or putting him out because it’s a way to prove he’s innocent. 

Misao: He does seem kinda…I don’t know…backwards.

Anna: (preparing spaghetti) But you found out about what the jewel we found was about…

Kano: You taking it to that black magic occult person the Chief is sending to you later?

Misao: Yes…hope it’s not too scary.

Kano: Misao, you survived every known fear to man and woman playing this game…

Misao: Good point.

(The team enjoy a gentle laugh, knowing in the back of their minds, each and every one of them is plotting against each other…)

*   *   *   *

5.00pm

(It’s already dark by the time Team 2 head out to check out the expert at Black magic, a quaint little shop on the corner. The team are understandably nervous entering, but there are quite surprised by the attractive girl in the corner using tarot cards. However, it’s not Rei Hino before you ask…)

???????: Welcome.

Seta: Hello…you would be…Chikage right?

Chikage: (nodding) Yes, please sit.

(Chikage is from Sister Princess, a girl who speaks about as much as Akito Hayama (i.e. not much) and is one of the 12 girls who is rather…attached to her ‘Ani-kun’ (her way of saying big brother). However, her one interesting quality is her excellent skills in reading fortunes, predicting the future and anything in general of black magic. Let’s see if the team can find out more than they bargain for with the jewel.)

(Seta and Misao sit in two chairs and Chikage quickly looks at the jewel. She places the deck of tarot cards on top of it, and instructs both of them to close their eyes. Both are hesitant but do so. Chikage follows suit, and takes the cards, and in a flash, they burst into flame…both Seta and Misao opens their eyes to shock as Chikage gulps.)

Seta: What?

Chikage: There will be fire in the future…the one who touched this jewel…one that didn’t will save her…but she didn’t mean to…

Misao: Is this what you are seeing? Can you see the killer?

Chikage: The face…is of the feminine ilk…but I can’t see who it is…

(Both note this. If they believe Chikage, this could clear Hayama, but it’s not exactly the best to trust a clairvoyant’s opinion, no matter how skilled and accurate she may be.)

Chikage: The jewel…it’s been touched by one of power as well, to channel that power to her own…

Seta: So whoever had this jewel knew of the power inside it?

Chikage: The power I believe is a linkage. It allows man and woman to be linked together, but it’s power can be used in the black arts if they have someone who can draw it out.

(Suddenly Chikage falls slightly limp, Seta goes up to help her, but the goth girl shakes him off.)

Chikage: I’m fine. But I’m tired…I could do with a rest…that was a bit draining…

(Seta and Misao understand, and decide to leave. They feel that Chikage feels that whoever used this jewel recently was female…however, this is not conclusive proof. But what else she said becomes very disturbing…)

6.20pm

(Not a minute after the two come back, they notice Kano and Anna in their detective gear, heading out.)

Seta: Oy, what’s wrong you two?

Kano: Glad you’re here…there is a fire at Michiru’s!!!

Misao: A…fire?

Seta: That’s what…(realises the situation)…never mind. Shall we come?

Anna: (shakes her head) No…better hold the fort, tell us what you got when we get back…we’ll report on what’s happening ASAP.

(The two girls head off to the van as Seta looks on…)

Seta: But what happened there…is happening with you…

*   *   *   *

MICHIRU’S MANSION – 6.50pm

(The team get there in double quick time. Outside, firearm are already there, but there is no sign of Michiru, Haruka…or Hotaru.)

Kano: (to a fireman) Is there anyone that’s out?

Firearm: I’m sorry miss! The emergency troop is coming out…

(As soon as he says this, an Officer Jenny with Team Squirtle, Wartortle and Blastoise are heading on their way. Suddenly, Anna spots someone coughing out…)

Anna: Yuri!

(The young fighter nearly collapses in Anna’s arms, as she splutters…)

Anna: What happened…

Yuri: (coughs) I…don’t…know…I was going here to talk to…(coughs)…Michiru…and then…

Anna: it’s O.K…get some air…any sign of the three?

Yuri: (coughs) Three? (crying) Oh god…please be O.K…dammit…

Anna: It will be O.K.

(Also coming up the road, Andy and Hayama come up via car and don’t bother with locking, just get out of there.)

Andy: Yuri, what happened? We got your…oh sh…

Yuri: (coughs) Apparently…all three are in there…

(Hayama looks on at the fire…and then makes a run for it….into the house!)

Yuri: HAYAMA!

Firearm: HEY, GET BACK THERE!

Andy: Damn it boy!

(As they do this, Anna notices that Hayama ‘dropped’ something. She picks it up, making sure the others don’t see it and puts it in her pocket.

(From the house, we can’t see Hayama…but we can hear something…)

Sailor Neptune: DEEP SUBMERGE!

Sailor Uranus: WORLD SHAKING!

(A smash of earth covering and water blasting smashes a side of the mansion, smothering the fire…but both sailor senshi aren’t exactly in high spirits, as they are one senshi missing…Hotaru.)

Kano: You guys…

Haruka: (coughs) No…nothing this time…where’s…

Michiru: I’m…going back in there…

(No she isn’t as a fireman tries to restrain her, but Neptune breaks free. Kano tries to block her…)

Kano: Don’t go back in there!

Neptune: I have to…

Kano: Hayama’s already in there, we need to get him out…

Neptune: Hayama…then I’ll drag his carcass…

(Andy and Yuri meanwhile…)

Yuri: SHOOKEN!

Andy: BURNT RAVE!

(Their ki attacks smash a wall to try and smother parts of the fire, but they realise they can’t get too close…)

(Anna then notices something above them…)

Anna: Hey!

(Whatever it was jumped away. Anna is tempted to give chase…but doesn’t. Suddenly, she sees something else.)

Anna: Another one…is this the same one we found used as a detenonator…but this belonged to…

(Yes, in Anna’s hand is a full fledged materia…belonging to Tifa Lockheart.)

Anna: This case is now more confusing…

(Neptune fires Deep Submerge after Deep Submerge as Jenny’s turtle squad assemble and begin to hose down the burnt building. Yuri nearly passed out but Andy catches her as Kano tries to calm the situation…)

(…suddenly, from the dying flames, as the firemen rush in to see if they can save anyone…)

(…we can see Hayama carrying Hotaru over his shoulder. Hotaru looks passed out, and Hayama doesn’t look much better, black on his face, coughing and looking pale…)

Fireman: Get them oxygen!

(They get to the two youngster as Hayama gently puts Hotaru down and gasps for air. Yuri and Andy immediately go to his side, and Michiru and Haruka to Hotaru’s. Anna and Kano read the situation and ask them to get some air. Hotaru fortunately has a pulse, and she gets some oxygen from the firemen. Hayama is helped up by his two friends…)

Yuri: After all this…

Andy: …we don’t want to lose you.

(Hayama doesn’t seem to hear them. His gaze is focused on Hotaru…who coughs once before opening her eyes…)

Hotaru: Ha-ya-ma…kun…

(Akito looks on…and a trace of a smile can be seen.)

Akito: I’m glad.

(Hayama clutches one of Hotaru’s hands, just before an ambulance comes in. Both Hotaru and Hayama look the most damaged. Michiru looks at the burned remains of her home.)

Michiru: What has this all become…

(Haruka puts an arm around Michiru’s shoulders, as they observe the firemen go inside. Anna and Kano are also tempted to go in, but Anna decides against it when she informs Kano ‘we’ve got what we came for.’)

(We see them leave, and we see Hotaru and Hayama in the ambulance, both needing recovery.)

*   *   *   *

8.00pm

(Inside HQ has a better part of what happened after the girls came back, but they are in time for a small conference to explain what happened there…and to compare it with Seta and Misao’s story.)

Seta: Geez…so what that girl said could be true. Good job we took notes.

Misao: So…the killer IS a girl?

Anna: Yes, definitely.

Seta: Evidence?

Anna: Sure.

(Anna reveals what she picked up from Hayama. It’s the piece of paper that went missing from the boat house log book on the day of the murder. For some reason, Hayama has got it and has kept it for this long time. Why is this problematic? Because this piece of paper actually clears him. He has logged in from the hours of 12.45pm to 1.15pm. So why did Hayama hold this for so long when it was vital evidence needed to clear him as a suspect?)

Kano: So now we know why he knew about the murder so quickly. He could have heard the screams.

Seta: Michiru’s presence about knowing the murders so fast is unknown though.

Anna: The fire itself could have been set by any of the three girls though. We saw Yuri first, Michiru was inside it, and I caught Tifa fleeing the crime. I knew it was Tifa because of the materia she dropped.

Kano: Plus it could be the same thing that was used to detonate the device, though we’re unsure.

Seta: Tifa seems to be the one with the least skeletons in the closest, yet could be the most likely to do it.

Anna: I dunno…it could be any of them.

Misao: I agree.

Kano: It’s a three girl race now.

Seta: The fact that Chikage knew this…that girl scares me…she knew about the fire coming too…

(The four are quiet, realising they’ve only got a couple of hours left together…)

*   *   *   *

Seta: Well, it’s been a blast no matter what.

Anna: So, we going to vote for Kano?

Seta: Maybe…

Anna: (sternly) Maybe.

Seta: (smiles) Maybe I see you as the biggest threat Anna…

Anna: (smiles) Maybe I see you as the one Seta-san…

(The two glare…and then laugh.)

(Kano looks on from the rec room, and sighs.)

Kano: I just need to hope for a bit of luck, and that my hunch could be right…

Misao: What hunch?

(Kano looks at Misao…and sweatdrops…)

Kano: Nothing…

*   *   *   * 

10.00pm – CHIEF’S FINAL CONFERENCE

(The Chief enters for one of his final conferences. It is so close to the end of the game, the anticipation and nerves are obvious. The Chief looks over three nervous girls and one at least on the outside, calm Seta.)

Sam: I won’t bother you with any pleasantries as at this stage, it seems pointless. First order of business…Akito Hayama and Hotaru Tomoe were cleared to return to their homes respectively. Michiru and Haruka are staying at a local hotel but are prepared to go back to the house tomorrow. Hayama has returned to the dojo mansion.

(They nod)

Sam: Second order of business. We apparently have information that Anna and Kano found which clears Akito Hayama, is that right?

Anna: That is right. We had learnt that the log book had been ripped at the boathouse which we felt could have cleared either Tifa or Hayama. When Hayama went into the flames, he dropped a piece of paper, which turned out to be the missing page, and the log clears him at being at the boat club at the time of the murder.

Sam: Well done. Akito Hayama is cleared.

(Only three lights remain as Hayama is dimmed out. MICHIRU, TIFA OR YURI. One of these three killed Mimi and others.)

Sam: We now only have three suspects left. Tomorrow, 3 of you are going to finally find out who our killer is. Tonight, we play the last of the killer’s twisted games. One of you will be a final three member, one of you will leave the game courtesy of the killer.

(A few nod)

Sam: Now, I think you know what happened in these two days. Both teams messed up on Day 1. Anna and Kano, you missed the crime scene of the boat, before it exploded. And whilst you made up for it by finding the missing jewel and learning of it’s power, you still failed to get other things whilst the boat was workable, such as DNA and fingerprints. You did well with clearing the two suspects, but it was still a mistake and therefore you fail.

(TEAM 1 – Anna/Kano (despite being LI) – FAILED – Both are eligible for the killer vote.)

Sam: As for Team 2, you failed to caution Yuri and let her continue her threat on the Tachikawa, you know, the father of the original murder victim. Again, you made up for it by finding the tape which cleared Andy and learning about the jewel, but again, carelessness is not rewarding in murder mysteries. So Team 2, I’m failing you on your lines of inquiry.

(TEAM 2 – Misao/Seta – FAILED – Both are eligible for the killer vote.)

*   *   *   *

(Sam now awaits all four members. They can vote for each other, and for the first time, the Lead Investigator can also be up for the vote.)

Anna: I will vote for…Kano. I think she is realistically a massive threat and playing the game I’m afraid comes before friendship.

Sam: What do you think you’ve learned from playing this?

Anna: I realise that I’m more competitive than I thought, and at the moment, winning is on my mind…but I know whatever happens, I’m losing someone…or if I go…some people I will miss.

(Next is Kano. The LI is also allowed to vote for anyone for a change as well.)

Kano: I will vote for…Misao. She has someone got this far, and trust me, I don’t think it’s luck. The girl is smart, and she’s a threat. A massive threat.

(Sam asks the same question he asked Anna.)

Kano: I think it’s prepared me mentally for anything. The outside world, friendship and competition. It’s been an experience I will take to the grave…probably sooner than I think if my hunch is right…

(We can see Kano wiping a tear from her eyes…)

Kano: Sorry…

Sam: Quite alright Kano.

(Misao comes next.)

Misao: It’s a tough choice, but I’ll vote for Kano. I feel she’s more of a threat than Seta is, and I still don’t want to vote for Anna even at this stage.

(Again, Sam asks the question.)

 Misao: It shows that the underdog can get through…I know I can conquer fears, I can make friends, and I can see people liking me for who I am.

(Finally Seta…of course, Chris being annoying, we don’t hear his vote…but do hear his second answer.)

Seta: I learned simply what you’ve been teaching us Chief. (smiles) Suspect everyone and trust no-one.

Sam: (smiles) Very good. I believe one of those girls may agree with you as well.

Seta: (sighs) Maybe.

*   *   *   *

(The four detectives await the results of the vote as Sam comes down with the envelope.)

Sam: I have here the results of the tied vote.

(Anxious pause…)

Sam: It’s a tie.

(A wave of the four detectives, not sure who the tie is between, until Sam reveals all.)

Sam: It’s a tie between Misao….and the lead investigator Kano.

(Misao looks up and sighs. Kano breathes a sigh of relief. Anna looks at Seta who avoids her gaze.)

VOTE

KANO (2) Anna/Misao

MISAO (2) Kano/Seta

Sam: Kano, I assume you are not going to vote for you to play the killer’s game?

Kano: You assumed right.

Sam: So Misao is the group vote. Kano, you must now choose your second victim.

(Kano, LI for the second time, stands up and looks at Seta and Anna, one of them will be playing the killer’s game for a second time along with Misao.)

Kano: It’s been tough for all 4 of us to get here. We’ve survived problems, heartaches, fears and friendships, some of us have bleed, some of us have cried, but we got here by what’s in here (points to her head) and in here (points to her heart). All of us have made wrong decisions at one point, but we believed in them. Tonight, I will be making a decision that I thought at the beginning of the game was impossible. With the game this close, even I can see who is the strongest detective here. And ironically, the person I’m choosing started this thought thread. We made up after it, and…(cries slightly)…I’m sorry…but I have to choose Anna Reispegi to play the killer’s game.

(Anna doesn’t seem to be too surprised. Instead gets up and puts a hand on Kano’s shoulder.)

Anna: It’s O.K.

(Kano nods and sits down, still a little shifty. Anna also sits down as Seta breathes a sigh of relief. Sam gets the two envelopes, one going to the ‘TACHIKAWA LABS’, the other ‘MACABA STATE PLANATERIUM’.)

Sam: Girls…pick your future.

(Misao chooses first. After she does, Anna follows suit as Misao reveals her location for the last killer’s game.)

Misao: ‘Macaba State Planaterium.’

Anna: ‘Tachikawa Labs.’

Sam: Good luck. You are really going to need it.

(Anna and Misao nod and then shake each others hand.)

*   *   *   *

Kano: (sighs) So the sweethearts are going.

Seta: Sweethearts?

Kano: (blushes) What Kikuchi called us three.

Seta: Ah.

Kano: (slowly) Thank you Seta.

Seta: (smiles) No problem.

Kano: You saved me, I don’t know why but…

Seta: I’ve stated throughout that Misao is a threat. And now she’s going.

Kano: But…you had an alliance with Anna.

Seta: (sighs) I guess sacrifices had to be made…after all, I could have gone 2 days ago and the same thing would have happened.

Kano: You knew that Anna was a threat as well…

Seta: We all are Kano-chan…just some more so than most.

(In their room, Anna and Misao talk their last moments together…)

Anna: I guess…he betrayed us all.

Misao: He’s smart Seta-san. I’m not sure if he predicted that we’d go, but he knows what he’s doing.

Anna: I’ll say this…whoever comes back between us, it’s anything goes.

Misao: Anna…

Anna: Hmmm?

Misao: Can you lean over for a second?

Anna: What?

(She does, and Misao surprises the older girl with a peck on the cheek. Anna blushes and steps back…)

Misao: (smiling) A gift…for being with me all this time. It won’t happen until anymore…so let’s just make a promise.

Anna: M-Misao-chan…

Misao: Whoever comes back…wins the game.

(Anna looks at the younger girl…nods…and smiles. She holds her pinky out.)

Anna: Promise.

(The two do the pinky promise and hug.)

*   *   *   *

(At 11.30pm the two girls head out to their vans. Anna looks at Seta in an edgy way, but the two do hug. Misao simply looks at him, shakes his head, and bobs her tongue at him as Kano laughs. Kano and Misao hug as well as Anna and Kano’s separation is simply a shake of the hand, though both girls are on the crying stage.)

(They are both at their locations by midnight. They are wired with infra-red cameras and radio. They are also armed with a bag for the clue, and are all alone. Now, let’s begin the final killer’s game.)

*   *   *   *

12.00pm

ANNA – TACHIKAWA LABS

Anna: I haven’t been here…how is this going to scare me?

(She enters the front doors, following the arrows, where the hall is decorated with blood. Anna gags.)

Anna: Not…a good start…

(She continues towards the arrow path and sees the steps which lead to another door. She enters and is greeted with a shocking site. Cadavers spewed with chemicals, medical instruments, blood, eyes, hands…)

Anna: (screams) Kanzaki-san! Kris-san!

(Anna stops and regains her breath)

Anna: Calm down…let their spirits guide me…

(She continues…)

*   *   *   *

12.00pm

MISAO – PLANETARIUM

(Misao is looking nervous, but it seems her fears have been conquered throughout this game…which is good when playing a killer one.)

Misao: Not so bad so far.

(She’s in a main room where mobile rocket, planets and telescopes are moving. Doesn’t seem that scary…until the lights flash.)

Misao: KYYYAAAAGHHH!

(Shadows of beings, blood on the windows illuminate from the makeshift thunder flash as Misao sits down after falling from the fear.)

Misao: Please…

(She continues to another room…)

*   *   *   *

ANNA

Anna: The killer has been here.

(Anna is in a 2nd floor room now, where old pictures of past killer clues are being shown. The photos, the ID’s, the video, the necklace…)

Anna: Has the killer got two lairs?

(She heads west, where the next location is a lift. She gingerly opens it…but nothing is in. She heads in. The door shuts automatically and the lift button automatically gets ready to go to the top floor. Anna frantically presses the stop button, but it doesn’t work. She’s trapped.)

Anna: (banging on the door) Get me out of here!

*   *   *   *

MISAO

Misao: I hear something…

(A flashing circle of the solar system guides Misao to a nearby elevator. Misao is afraid, but opens it. Like Anna, nothing until she gets in…this time however, the elevator is heading to the BOTTOM floor, as Misao gets scared…)

Misao: Please…no…

*CRASSSSHHH*

Misao: YARRRGHHH!

(Fortunately it’s only a distortion sound in the elevator. It opens and Misao continues…)

*   *   *   *

(Cue the killer’s cam and the familiar music as a green light follows one of the girls in utter darkness. Neither girl realise yet that someone is following them…but one of them is being stalked by the killer…)

*   *   *   *

ANNA

(Anna finally escapes the elevator panting heavily. Suddenly, bursts of steam come through pipes above her. She coughs as she can’t see a thing. A voice calls…)

????: FOLLOW MY VOICE…

(Anna gingerly steps onwards as the voice gets louder. She turns into a corner as a corridor narrows out. At the end of the corridor, there are 5 doors. As she passes each one, it shuts and locks. Anna gulps.)

Anna: No…

(The voice gets louder as Anna looks at the end, and sees something. The clue…)

(…she heads there…)

*   *   *   *

MISAO

(Misao in the basement is led to a hallway, and lights continue to flicker on and off. Crashing noises scare the young girl as she continues on. As she heads to a final room, gas emits around her and she ducks.)

Misao: (cough) What…

(Ahead of her, a workbench with someone on it. She heads there…)

*   *   *   *

ANNA

Anna: What…

(passes the final door, and it remain’s ajar. Anna gulps. She reaches for the clue…)

(…a white flash ahead of her as a door opens…)

Anna: KYYYYYYYYAHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!

MISAO

Misao: Is this it?

(A shuffling catches her attention…)

Misao: What’s going…

(A black shadow flies…)

Misao: NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO! 

*   *   *   *

(Outside, Seta and Kano have a cup of tea in a big mug awaiting the winner. It even has a ‘I SURVIVED THE KILLER’S GAME’ message on it.)

Kano: Who’s coming with else to the final?

(The light dim down signifying the survivor as come back…)

(…the double doors open…)

(…and we hear crying.)

Kano: Who is it?

Seta: (smiles) Welcome back…

(Seta goes forward and the girl leans forward to hug him…)

(…Anna Reispegi.)

Anna: (crying) I’m sorry…I’ve been like this ever since I got the clue…

Kano: (smiling) Welcome back.

Anna: I know…I’m back…I survived…but I lost her. I lost my little girl.

Seta: We’re sorry.

Anna: (nods, still wiping tears) I know…it’s for the game, but still…I never realised how…attached I got.

Kano: Come here you silly goose…

(Kano and Anna get the hug that they didn’t do when she left. Seta grabs the rather large killer’s clue Anna has got. Anna Reispegi survived her second killer’s game. Misao Amano…didn’t.)

KILLER’S GAME VIEW

Anna: It was horrifying. I was going to those labs and everything had been trashed. There was blood, carcasses, crashing, everything, and at the end, someone was guiding me towards a voice. And suddenly, a girl appeared in front of me in a white flash!

????: Are you O.K?

Anna: You…you’re not…

????: No, I’m not. But I’ve been sent to help you get out. Here. (hands her the clue) Bag it and let’s help you out.

(Anna nods as she is helped by the girl and recovers as he hear an audible ‘baka’ from the girl as Anna escapes…)

3 SUSPECTS REMAIN.

(MICHIRU KA’IOH)

(TIFA LOCKHEART)

(YURI SAKIZAKI)

3 DETECTIVES REMAIN.

(ANNA REISPEGI)

(KANO MIYAZAWA)

(SETA NORIYASU)

WHO WILL WIN?

WHO IS THE KILLER?

FIND OUT…SOON ENOUGH.

*   *   *   *

Next time on the Murder Game;

It’s the final. Don’t miss your seats as we discover (nearly) whether it’s the athlete, the middle school student or the archaeologist who wins £100,000, and whether it is the prodigy, the bouncer or the musician who killed Mimi Tachikawa. 

That’s your lot…phew!

I will talk about each suspect and each detective in detail when all is revealed next month, this will include Misao. Let’s see who you think will win…

…and speaking of Misao, ALL YOU DOUBTERS LAUGH! I KILLED HER! THEY ALL THOUGHT I COULDN’T DO IT, THEY ALL THOUGHT I WAS MAD! WELL NOW VENGENCE IS MINE! *EVIL KILLER LAUGH*

(Gets lampooned with straight jackets…)

Anyway, a few more things of this chapter.

Inside HQ: There is no IHQ for this chapter. Mainly because I’m getting fed up of it and the game is taking much too long for me to focus on it. The game is the more popular of the two anyway, and mostly likely removes me from doing an Inside HQ for next season.

Chikage: A character from the anime ‘Sister Princess’ and it will get a more active role in MG2, not as a suspect or detective…but wait and see. It’s one of those animes that I didn’t like at first (it is fairly controversial in material – not hentai but…) but it gradually drew too me. It’s very cute. Chikage is spooky though. ^_^

I hope you have got all your notes ready to take the final quizzes. Someone could be winning three Kare Kano DVD’s in one contest or 3 DVD’s of their choice in the main one. With just one more main chapter left, you need to get those thinking heads on. 

And on that note, sayonara! 

MURDER GAME: EPISODE 10

Welcome to the final frontier…

You are just a small step away from finding out the truth…no wait, that’s next episode. This leads you up to an incredible suspense…^_^

Still, there is plenty for you to do this chapter…there are some final few clues to work out, some loose ends to unravel and we have to let the killer prepare HERSELF for the onslaught…

As you know the killer is a girl, the not-so gentler sex pulling the strings around the town. Let’s see if one of the three detectives can catch her…

…and with that, let’s continue…

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: Last time on The Murder Game…

(Shot of the four detectives looking on)

Chromus: Four detectives were left to ponder the riches of the game, and also the horrors…

(Sam flicks a button as we see the white speedboat coming in via remote control towards the boathouse. However, in the middle of the ocean…and out of nowhere…)

*BAAAANNNNNGNGGGGG*

(The whole boat explodes. The people on the beach are stunned…but then the camera cuts off.)

Chromus: And if exploding boats weren’t enough a problem…

(The young fighter nearly collapses in Anna’s arms, as she splutters…)

Anna: What happened…

Yuri: (coughs) I…don’t…know…I was going here to talk to…(coughs)…Michiru…and then…

Anna: it’s O.K…get some air…any sign of the three?

Yuri: (coughs) Three? (crying) Oh god…please be O.K…dammit…

Anna: It will be O.K.

(Also coming up the road, Andy and Hayama come up via car and don’t bother with locking, just get out of there.)

Andy: Yuri, what happened? We got your…oh sh…

Yuri: (coughs) Apparently…all three are in there…

(Hayama looks on at the fire…and then makes a run for it….into the house!)

Yuri: HAYAMA!

Firearm: HEY, GET BACK THERE!

Andy: Damn it boy!

Chromus: …a fire at Michiru’s mansion really set the fireworks running…and of course, a killer’s game to prepare. Misao and Anna were the nominees this time…and there was no luck or shining light for Misao-chan…

(Seta goes forward and the girl leans forward to hug him…)

(…Anna Reispegi.)

Anna: (crying) I’m sorry…I’ve been like this ever since I got the clue…

Kano: (smiling) Welcome back.

Anna: I know…I’m back…I survived…but I lost her. I lost my little girl.

Seta: We’re sorry.

(So it’s down to the final stage. We have three detectives. Who will win?)

Shots of Anna, Kano and Seta.

(And three suspects. Who did it?)

Shots of Michiru, Tifa and Yuri.

(COMING OUT TO PLAY?)

*   *   *   *

8.40am – DAY 19

(The three remaining detectives are already in the investigator’s room, waiting for Sam. It is their last day of the investigation, nearly two weeks of plotting, surviving, physical and mental endurance lead them to this stage. How they got there was irrelevant, they got there.)

(Anna Respighi – from Day 1 she was the teams golden girl. Passed the most inquiries and heck, she’s the teams cook, screw her investigative skills, as long as she’s the cook, she’s safe! However seriously, she played the game as much as anyone by trying to eliminate Kikuchi, and has survived two killer’s games so people did see her as a threat. Despite this, she’s got here.)

(Kano Miyazawa – the lovely bouncy genki girl next door. The youngest of the Miyazawa family has got a good brain on her but unlike her eldest sister she doesn’t use it to demand praise. A bit of a bookworm, but very friendly, she went under the radar throughout this game, as someone neither being too strong or too weak. Because of this, she is the only person who hasn’t played a killer’s game.)

(Seta Noriyasu – By hook or by crook, Seta has made it. A decent investigator but prone to lapse of concerntration, his main way of surviving was by sticking with Anna in an alliance and breaking up the K ‘n’ K alliance without them really knowing it (focused on Anna’s vote rather than Seta ‘betraying’ them.) Seta has only played one killer’s game though so has surprised with his radar status, and was the one who finally cast the vote to eliminate Misao last night.)

(Needless to say, the team are a bit tense and unsure whether to say anything…)

Kano: Did we realise we would have get so far?

Seta: Well…surprise or not, we’re here…

Anna: (breathes deeply, almost hyperventilating) I’m so nervous…

Kano: Well…we’re here, so let’s enjoy it guys, no matter what we did, or how we got here.

(A nod from Seta as Anna gives an affirmative…)

*   *   *   *

9.00am

(Sam Lockheart, the Chief Investigator, arrives on the scene. He has witnessed the detectives grow, solve, fail, work on the inquiries, and work and betray each other to try and win the game. Now, he has one last inquiry for them to do.)

Sam: (with a smile on his face) Good morning!

(Kano can’t resist chuckling)

All: Morning Chief!

Sam: Well, we’re at the final round, and you are the final three. Congratulations for making it this far.

(They all nod)

Sam: The game isn’t over yet. There are three suspects out there, and one of them killed Mimi Tachikawa, Excel Excel, Hibiki Amawa, and also eliminated 9 fellow detectives, including Misao Amano last night.

(Again, they nod.)

Sam: This final stage of the game, the rules change. There is no lead investigator. You are all playing against each other, and will do so.

(Sam picks up three envelopes, all the same colour.)

Sam: In here, I have taken the liberty to prepare individual line of inquiries for you. You will use the entire day as you see fit to do these line of inquiries, but you will be on your own. There are all linked with the case and with all 3 suspects, so despite you all getting different inquiries, you’ll be getting important information. 

(They nod a third time.)

Sam: Last night, Anna came back and retrieved a killer clue. 

(Sam shows the clue. Anna brought back a large cloth which had four photographs on them showing past killer locations. The four locations are ‘The Amusement Park’, ‘Ucchans’, ‘The Tachikawa Labs’ and ‘Final Message Farm’. On the back of the cloth is a message in blood saying ‘FIND ME’.)

Sam: The killer is challenging you to find her. There is a link here which should lead you to the killer, but what?

Seta: I think the killer is trying to trick us at this late stage. Those I believe are all surviving locations, where we couldn’t find the killer.

Kano: Maybe the four clues found there are the most important?

Seta: Maybe…that is for you to find out. I have taught you everything I know. It’s up to you to find this killer. Each of you, pick an envelope.

(Kano in the front row picks the first one. Anna is next and Seta last.)

Sam: As soon as you’ve opened your envelopes, you can prepare yourselves to head out to do your inquiries. The vans are ready, you can do whichever ones you feel like doing first. This is your own personal test. Good luck out there, and remember…suspect everyone…(smiles)…trust no-one…

(The three groan as Sam permits a chuckle. But they smile nonetheless…)

*   *   *   *

LINES OF INQUIRY

ANNA –

- Hayama and Hotaru are recovering in the hospital after last night’s fire. Interview them and see if you can judge what happened in the fire, plus see if Hotaru and Hayama have any more relevant information about themselves, Yuri or Michiru. - Go to the library and learn of the curse that Hotaru was put under according to the Tachikawas, known as ‘Scrapped.’ This may be more vital than you think. - Visit Akiko Natsume in her office at her HQ and learn about Tifa’s condition and how she has been acting ever since moving there after the drunken incident at the warehouse. 

KANO

- Haruka Tenoh has asked for an interview with you by the lake where Hibiki was killed. Ask about her stolen bike, see if you can learn more about Michiru and how Haruka is taking the situation. - Bulleta is waiting outside her shop, trying to take it back in. Learn about her relationship with Tifa, especially after they were together at Akiko’s mansion. Be warned: She still could be dangerous. - Andy and Link have allowed you use of the dojo area whilst the house is out of limits. Search it and see if you can find any clues linking Yuri with the case for definite. 

SETA

- Go to 8th Heaven and strip search Tifa’s room. Look for clues and evidence that can link her with the case. Question the origin of the contract that Michiru supposedly had up with the Kaiba’s. Visit the Tachikawa’s and learn of the recent developments with Mimi’s father getting threatened by Yuri and Tifa. 

*   *   *   *

(Shot of the three heading towards one of the three vans laid out for them.)

Seta: I just want to say good luck to you ladies, and hopefully, when we all get back, it will be to play the game and to prove the best among us.

Anna: Same here…

Kano: Ditto.

(The three head for their destinations.)

FROM NOW ON, I’LL FOCUS ON EACH INVESTIGATOR, AS THEY HEAD TO DO ONE THING. SO I’LL SWITCH REGULARLY BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS TO SEE WHAT THEY ARE DOING.

*   *   *   *

SETA

9.30AM – 8TH HEAVEN

(Seta is the first to arrive at a destination of his choice, as he decides to go to the 8th Heaven. Tifa vacated there after going to the hospital thanks to that drunken incident in the warehouse.)

(The 8th Heaven is closed as Seta waits outside. He knocks…and is confronted by a very angry Madoka Ayukawa.)

Madoka: Are you going to bother us again? I’ve had enough of you guys…Tifa’s gone, the town is still in disarray and you haven’t caught this killer?! I mean…

Seta: (calm) Miss Ayukawa, I’m afraid I know of your problems, but at this rate, I’m going to come at you straight. I have a warrant to search these premises, because we have reason to believe that Tifa could be the killer.

Madoka: (shocked) No way…

?? ?????: You aren’t serious?

(Seta peers his head around the corner as Ah Tsing sits down at the table. Meiri, his fiancé is also there, looking a bit distraught and miffed at the same time…)

Seta: I’m afraid Mr. Tsing… 

Meiri: I don’t know why you’re bothering with that hussy anyway…

Ah Tsing: Meiri please…

Meiri: Oh come on! She was after you, we know it, I know it, the whole world knows it!

Ah Tsing: That’s not true…Tifa and I were friends nothing more…

Meiri: (sarcastic) Oh sure…

Madoka: Can you two stop please? (to Seta) Look, I’m not sure where you base your accusation…

Seta: We still haven’t found an alibi for the time in question. We know you and Tifa left the premises here before the murder. You went to the amusement park Tsing…but Tifa didn’t. And it is easily within distance of the railway station where Mimi was killed. So if you don’t mind, I need to search the room.

Madoka: (sighs) I still don’t believe it.

Meiri: I would.

Ah Tsing: Meiri!

(Madoka leads Seta to Tifa’s room. Seta has been allowed to conduct matters which allow him to search the premises. Seta looks on various things such as her desk, nothing of interest, not even a computer. There is nothing in the way of material or anything used in the attack…but then he notices a crack in the wall…)

Seta: What’s this?

(Seta is trying to be careful, but in a situation like this, there is no need to be civil. He rips off the board in the corner, and immediately, a whole s-load of newspaper articles come out.)

Seta: (smiles) Pay dirt.

(He reads through them, and is a bit surprised. They are all from Tifa’s era and time world. But they are all marked with red splodges, and all involving a key word…)

Seta: Experimenation?

(Articles on some of Tifa’s old friends and enemies, include the use of Cetra cells on Ilfana, Aeris’ mother, Aeris Gainsborough, friend, sister, rival to Tifa. Red XIII or Nanaki is also mentioned, as is their biggest enemy, Sephiroth. Marks of the mad scientist Hojo are all mentioned in each of these articles, and Tifa seems to be marking ‘X’ on them.)

(And then we see a 5th article…an identical one about the acquisition of Soichi Tomoe as part of the Tachikawa’s. And we can see the words ‘NOT HERE’ in red posted over it.)

Seta: Whoa Tifa…I think they really hit a sore spot with you…

(We can see Madoka and Tsing looking round the corner…)

Madoka: (sadly) I guess we can’t hide anything. Tifa was obsessed with anyone who experimented on anything. She had some bad times with her childhood friend back home, and many people as you can see caused problems for her, thanks to the e word. She came her to escape that for the time being, but when the whole aspect of the Tachikawa’s and the Tomoe’s coming up…it really sat bad as Tifa used something called a ‘sense’ material on people, and on Hotaru, the power reading was insurmountable. She had a bad feeling about them…which was well founded. 

Ah-Tsing: Tifa came to us, and got along with me mainly because from where I came from, there was no such thing. Tifa and I (to Meiri) were just…friends. 

(Meiri humphs, a bit angry, but seems to calm down.)

Seta: Do you mind if I take these?

Madoka: I don’t see why not. If Tifa did this, then I have no reason to oppose you. Whether I feel she is right or not, I doubt that murder was the right answer.

Seta: Thank you all.

(Seta leaves the 8th Heaven with a lot of papers, as he has a good think.)

Seta: Tifa…are you the killer?

*   *   *   *

KANO – LAKE (10.20AM)

(Kano arrives at the lake where Haruka Ten’oh is waiting, feeling the wind across her hair. This biker has been proven dangerous, as demonstrated during the kidnapping of Misao, so Kano is being careful.)

Haruka: I know you are there.

(Kano is surprised, as she was treading carefully around Haruka, but the senshi of Uranus just beckons her over.)

Haruka: Don’t worry, I won’t bite…this time.

(Kano is still treading on thin ice, but she nervously goes to the biker chick. Haruka motions for her to sit down.)

Haruka: Please…

Kano: O.K.

(Kano does. After a moment’s silence…)

Kano: You O.K?

(Haruka shrugs)

Haruka: As much as I can be. After the fire, Michiru has sort of been in a daze whilst Hotaru has been in the hospital. I can’t believe Hayama saved her…I mean, Michiru could have transformed…

Kano: I know. Can you tell me how the fire started?

Haruka: Hmmm…I’m not sure. I was in the basement at the time, clearing up some stuff, and then I felt heat surrounding me. I went outside and realised there was a fire…someone had lit it from the outside, they had used some of my oily rags. I called for Michiru but there was no answer. I braved upstairs and realised I had to transform. I did so and then Michiru comes round the corner, sensing me. She transforms and we break it up. Then we see you guys with the Sakizaki lot…

Kano: What about Hotaru?

Haruka: It was stupid. She was in her room and she’d locked it. The heat made the door impossible to touch and kick it down, and she was too weak to open it. We were going back inside when we realised she wasn’t out, but Hayama got there before we did. Thankful he did I must say.

Kano: So what happened to Michiru?

Haruka: I don’t know. That’s the thing. Michiru delayed so much inside and didn’t even try to find Hotaru? She assumed she was out? That was so not like her…it was weird.

(Kano reads her list down and asks another question)

Kano: Your bike was stolen yesterday, which may have been how someone could have kidnapped Hotaru. How was it stolen?

Haruka: Like I know! I didn’t even really acknowledge it for a while, but as far as I know, a bit of know-how with the keys, and voila, got in. 

Kano: (scratches her head) O.K…

Haruka: It’s…coming to a standstill. 

(Kano decides to ask one last question…a risky one.)

Kano: Could Michiru have caused the fire?

(Haruka sternly turns to Kano.)

Haruka: No.

(Kano is undaunted…)

Kano: And the murders?

(Haruka’s eyes blaze, but Kano isn’t backing down. Finally, after a Hayama-esque silence…)

Haruka: No.

(With that, Haruka turns and walks away. Kano doesn’t attempt to follow her as she sighs.)

Kano: They are hiding something from me…but what?

*   *   *   *

ANNA – HOSPITAL (10.30AM)

(Anna is heading to the hospital, somewhere where Hotaru has been plenty of times before. However, instead of one of her seizures, she’s recovering from the fire. Anna confirms where Hotaru and Hayama are…sharing the same room…^_^)

Anna: *knocking on the door* Hello there?

(Not surprisingly, it’s Hotaru who answers.)

Hotaru: Come on in!

(Anna enters and gets a surprising (but pleasant) sight. Hayama, the lone wolf, is doing shadow bunnies to the light of the wall, to a gleeful Hotaru’s eyes. Anna can’t help but smile.)

Anna: Hello there.

(Hayama turns and sits down. Anna is wary of Hayama, but Hotaru waves her in.)

Hotaru: Respighi-san! (to Hayama) Now, you won’t do anything to her will you? I’ve asked you so you will right?

(Hayama nods as Anna looks confused…)

Hotaru: Oh, we won’t do anything to you now that I’ve asked. Sit down.

(Anna holds the urge to sweatdrop, but she does sit down by Hayama. After early indications show that he will behave himself, Anna finally gets down to business.)

 Anna: Sorry I have to disturb you guys, but I do need to talk to you about what happened last night…

Hotaru: I know. The fire right? All I know is that the heat of the fire melded my door in and I couldn’t touch it, let alone open it, and Hayama managed to break it down to get to me…I pretty much passed out and didn’t know what was going on until I was outside.

Anna: (nodding) Any chance you could tell where the fire was coming from?

Hotaru: (shakes her head) I don’t know. I didn’t even know it was going on until it was nearly too late.

Hayama: It was from the west side.

(Both girls turn to the suspect who has said the least in these inquiries. It seems now he’s going to open up a little.)

Hayama: I don’t think it was an accident. Someone intentionally set your house on fire Hotaru.

Hotaru: But…who…

(Hayama’s silence kind of makes it obvious who he’s thinking, and indeed who Anna is thinking of…the killer.)

Hotaru: Someone…was trying to kill me…

Hayama: I don’t think so. Maybe not you, but someone else…or maybe they set fire to their own house…

Hotaru: H-Hold on…are you suggesting…

Hayama: Well, she did orchestrate…

Hotaru: I don’t believe you! You are accusing my mama of burning our house! That’s…

Anna: Hold it you two!

(Anna doing what she does best, breaking lovers quarrels (see Kris and Akari…^_^). Anna however has a little hunch and decides to ask Hayama…)

Anna: Do you know anything more that’s going on Hayama? You’ve been checking all the victims of the killer and seem to be where we are searching.

(Shots of Hayama at Duo’s shop. Shot of Hayama at the auction. Shot of Hayama at the amusement park.)

Anna: So, is there a reason why you’ve been doing this?

(Hayama looks at Anna, a mini-staring contest begins (which Hayama wins) but he does speak.)

Hayama: Checking.

Anna: Checking?

Hayama: Checking what a dead body feels like. Because I didn’t want to become like them. 

Anna: (slowly) O.K…

Hayama: Life has been…awkward here. Hotaru…she was the only one who helped me…at least until Mimi came along…

Hotaru: Please Hayama…

Anna: But we know you didn’t do it! We found the boating page as your alibi last night!

Hayama: Maybe I was scared…of who it was…

(Hayama stands up and bows to the two ladies, before exiting. We can hear a few seconds later of nurses trying to stop him as he tries to ask for sushi, and fails miserably. Both girls laugh.)

Anna: All of a sudden, I realise he’s a good kid.

Hotaru: (nods) Hmmmm!

Anna: (thinks) But his landlord on the other hand…

*   *   *   *

SETA – 10.50AM (TACHIKAWA MANSION)

(The archaeologist decides to go to the Tachikawa’s instead of the Kaiba’s next.  2 days ago, the father, Taruki, was threatened by Yuri and Tifa, two suspects left on the board. Now, Seta needs to determine the reasoning why…is it a continuation of what happened with his daughter?)

Seta: They threatened him with a contract…I’ll be very surprised if he’s actually alive there…

(Seta approaches the door, but at the last second, he sees a flash of metal. He spots a shotgun aiming for him.)

Seta: Oh n…

(It’s Taruki. His hands are nervously on the gun…)

Taruki: D-d-don’t move…

Seta: Whoa, Mr. Tachikawa! It’s just me, I’m one of the investigators, Seta Noriyasu!

Taruki: Oh damn fine job you’re doing…my daughter is dead, the town in a panic and I’ve been threatened to be killed…

Felicity: Oh, is it one of those people again?

Taruki: I know…I can’t stand it…it’s making me nuts…GAAAAHHHH!

(A twisting sound of metal catches the elder off guard as behind him, bodyguard Nuriko crushing the end of the gun with his hand like a paper cup. Felicity shrieks.)

Felicity: Nuriko, what are you doing?

Nuriko: Just helping.

Felicity: How is this helping?

Nuriko: Did I say I was helping you? I’m helping him…

(Seta breathes a sigh of relief)

Nuriko: (giddy) …after all he’s such a hunk if you don’t mind the older man thing!

(Seta facefaults)

Nuriko: Seriously…Mr. Noriyasu, I’ll be down there. I think there are some things which you may need to hear…

Taruki: Traitor!

(There is a brief scuffle upstairs, but soon, someone is hurrying downstairs. Nuriko opens the door and Seta lets himself in.)

Seta: Thank you. But what about the Tachikawas?

Nuriko: (slyly) Oh, they are occupied.

(Shot of Taruki and Felicity tied in an iron bar…^_^)

(Nuriko meanwhile talks to Seta…)

Nuriko: They have done some bad things in the last few months, mainly to do with that poor girl Hotaru. They got into her father’s work, and pretty much trying to get custody of her for their needs. Hell, I’m not sure, but I even wonder if they forced Mimi into a friendship with her to ‘swing the favour’ if you will…

Seta: You think?

Nuriko: I know she did a lot of bad things, but Mimi was like a sister to me, we had some good times…I protected her as best as I could, and now she’s gone. I owed it to myself to at least protect her family…no matter what they did.

Seta: I see.

Nuriko: And with Tifa and Yuri both getting towards Taruki…he’s been getting so nervous. With Akiko’s backing, they have power which can stop the Tachikawa enterprise, and Taruki hasn’t gone to try and apologise yet. I’m fearful for his safety…

Seta: What about those two girls? Did they have particular grudges against Mimi and her family?

Nuriko: That’s the thing. They’ve only come around now. I can see why Andy would be angry, but Yuri? It makes no sense. And Tifa…well…she’s never liked the way they handle things in the labs, but that a motive for murder?

(Seta sits there thinking. Nuriko then offers a bit of evidence…)

Nuriko: Also, I have a feeling you should listen to this.

(Nuriko leads Seta to the main hallway where a phone and answering machine are waiting. Nuriko presses a button.)

Nuriko: I think this message is for you. But it scared them to death.

(The message begins to play, and the familiar distorted voice of the killer plays for them.)

?????: Awww…I didn’t mean to, but in the end, that poor little girl became a stain in my hands. And now I’ve had enough playing. I am planning to take someone out of the picture today, and I want you to join me. The detectives left will play a little game – how much do you know about me? The person who knows the most gets the ‘honour’ of finding me. Of course, doing so may be a risk…but you’ve taken enough already. I hope you enjoy playing this game. I know I will…’

(The message ends.)

Nuriko: I suggest you take this. Looks like the killer could be found out tonight.

Seta: I know…and I hope to find her.

Nuriko: Good luck.

Seta: Thank you.

*   *   *   *

KANO – 11.20am (BULLETA’S SHOP)

(Kano has decided to go to Bulleta’s shop, where the original gunslinger girl is obviously looking to see if she can do anything with the place…)

Kano: Miss Bulleta?

(Bulleta turns and sighs)

Bulleta: Oh it’s you. (looks her over) Well, I’ll let you go, you’re not a threat to me.

Kano: (sweatdrops) That’s not the point.

Bulleta: You’re still here? You haven’t figured out who did it yet?

Kano: Actually, I was hoping if you could help me with that…

Bulleta: (slips into innocent mode) Me? Widdle ole’ me?

Kano: (sighs) That’s not going to work.

Bulleta: (shrugs) Had to try.

Kano: Can we go inside?

Bulleta: Well…it’s still a ransack mess…

Kano: Is it as bad as it was…

Bulleta: No…for some reason I’ve got a knack for cleaning blood…

(Kano really tries not to think of that…)

*   *   *   *

Bulleta: …basically they may have entered using the key I gave Excel or just being a lock smith. Not too many people are stupid enough to try and rob my place after all, especially if they know I can come looking for them.

Kano: Yes, I can see that.

Bulleta: I’ve been living at Akiko-sama’s for a while, and decided to see if I can do something about my shop. It looks like I may have to return to the darkworld and see if I can earn some blood money. Here…it’s not working. Especially with Tifa here…

Kano: Tifa?

Bulleta: Yeah. People trust her more than me, and her skills are much more…less obvious than mine when it comes to the art of killing. I need weapons. She doesn’t. I’m a skilled markswoman and can use almost any firearm known to man, but she doesn’t need all that. She’s swift, clean and effective. (sighs) It’s been a bit tense in her house to be honest.

Kano: Anything you can tell me about Tifa?

Bulleta: Well…lately all she’s been doing when I’ve seen  her in that house is fondling that magic metal she always has, and reading through some letters or something…old love letters I don’t know?

Kano: Possibly?

Bulleta: She’s a bit scary when she wants to be, that’s for sure…

Kano: O.K, I think that will be fine.

Bulleta: Thank you.

*   *   *   *

ANNA – 11.30AM (AKIKO’S HQ)

(Anna has decided to go to Akiko’s HQ after her hospital visit. She there ready to tackle Tifa’s private quarters there. However, as she gets to the main entrance, she gets a slight problem…)

Kyoko: I’m sorry, but Lady Akiko has forbidden that anyone can go inside! It’s not like we’ve got anything to hide…

Anna: I’ve got a warrant which allows me to do so…

Arisa: But…Lady Akiko specifically said ‘Make sure those hot shots don’t get inside…nya?

(Both girls have just been picked up by the scruff of the neck by Nuku-Nuku, as either side of her are Ryonnusuke and Akiko)

Kyoko: HEY, WHAT ARE YOU DOING YOU ANDROID CAT GIRL?

Nuku-Nuku: Helping, what else?

Akiko: *sigh* Sometimes I wonder what gets in my head. I don’t need my reputation getting any worse…(to Anna)…I guess you want to know some things, about what I was doing with Tifa and Yuri yesterday.

Anna: Yes, that’s one of the things I need to ask…oh, thanks for your help.

Ryonnusuke: Anytime!

(As Kyoko and Arisa are dragged away kicking and screaming, Anna and Akiko have a quiet talk in her private office…)

*   *   *   *

Akiko: Tifa boarded herself in this morning and won’t come out for anything…food, water, anything. Bulleta even tried to…you know…use excessive force to get in, but the girl put some sort of spell to protect it. It’s like she didn’t need anything from us but wanted to hide something from us…

Anna: I see.

Akiko: Anyway, two days ago, Yuri gave me a call, asking about to merge the businesses together, and the selling point was that I would take control of the company…that naturally excited the businesswoman I am, but I had to fear there was a catch? Naturally, there was.

Anna: To get rid of Taruki?

Akiko: Almost. To rid the Tachikawas from the dynasty from this place. Like to get rid of them so they never existed…I didn’t understand but maybe grudges stem too deep.

(Anna is in thought for a while and writes something down.)

Anna: Is it possible at all to see Tifa?

Akiko: Unless she’s put that shield down, I doubt it. But we can try.

*   *   *   *

(Akiko and Anna head to Tifa’s room, but as they head to the door, they can hear the sound of a window being opened.)

Akiko: Hmmm?

(Anna approaches the door and the shield still seems to be in affect. However, it is dimming.)

Anna: Tifa-san?

(No response. Anna patiently waits for the shield to die down. When it does, they try opening the door…but it’s locked.)

Akiko: Aw nuts…where are those keys…

Anna: And me without a lock pick…(thinks for a moment and smiles evilly)…aw screw it!

(Anna kicks the door open, much to the surprise of Akiko)

Akiko: Not exactly the detective technique I expected you of all people to use but effective none the less.

(Anna returns to her sweet smile and they head inside. Anna looks in shock.)

Anna: Oh my god…

(The room has been totalled. Broken chairs, torn wallpaper, a broken computer, up turned drawers, the works. Tifa has made the room unrecognisable.)

Akiko: Geez…what has she done?

(Anna notices the open window and looks down, and sees Tifa running. Anna doesn’t take the risk of jumping out the window. Besides, Tifa put another shield there anyway just in case.)

Akiko: She’s been like this…erratic, destructive…like her life is on edge. It’s like she’s waiting for something to do and she’s a ticking time bomb ready to explode.

Anna: Has she been like since she’s been here?

Akiko: (shakes her head) No, it’s more of a gradual thing. (looks at Anna) I can see where this is leading, and to be honest, I have no idea if she would do such a thing. But…

Anna: But?

Akiko: Looking at this room, it reminds me of what Bulleta told me what happened to her shop. And considering they are both hunters…

Anna: (nods) I see.

(Anna makes her wait out. Are the three detectives confused by what is going on? Have they got the evidence to go with their choice of killer?)

*   *   *   *

SETA – 12.05pm (KAIBA MANSION)

(Whilst Seto Kaiba is none too pleased with being interrupted, the warrant is power over all, and he (and Mokuba) are forced to let Seta use their services again. What makes it worse is that they have to do the work as unlike Kikuchi, Seta isn’t exactly a computer mastermind.)

Kaiba: So we have to break in and learn about this contract, see if it was a genuine one created by that Ka’ioh girl, or a forgery?

Seta: Pretty much.

Kaiba: You do realise this isn’t the easiest thing in the world to do, and this is interrupting my time…

Seta: Please Seto. This could be important. We’re so close to ending all this trauma now.

Mokuba: Please big brother…

(As much as it annoys him, Seta’s one weakness, his little brother, comes into play. Seta sighs and relents.)

Seta: All right. Let’s see…

Kaiba: You’d better appreciate this.

(Using the disc they got, Kaiba inputs his mad hacking skills into play. He links the contract up and begins to analyse what they can see from it.)

Kaiba: Ha…just as I figured. 

Seta: What?

Kaiba: I figured this may take a while.

(Seta facefaults…)

Mokuba: Did…you just make a joke Seto?

(Seto brushes it off, but score one against the detectives…)

*   *   *   *

(Despite the joke, it does take Seto Kaiba a while to decipher the contract, and whether it is the genuine thing or not. However, he makes an observation.)

Kaiba: Well…the contract itself looks valid…but the signature…well…

Seta: The signature?

Kaiba: The contract could have been scanned easily from a previous one that someone may have owned, and the signature seems to have been scanned from a previous signature. It’s weird…it’s a composite, but it’s a genuine article at the same time. The only way I noticed this was a micro-invisible line on the top of the signature. 

(Seta thinks ahead)

Seta: This doesn’t necessarily clear Michiru though?

Kaiba: Of course not. She could still have sent this, but tried to fool you people into believe she was tricked. 

Seta: O.K. 

(Seto just ignores him as Mokuba leads him. Seta thinks out loud…)

Seta: So if it was forged, who could have got her signature? Both Yuri and Tifa could, especially with Tifa’s links as a bounty hunter…then again, Yuri was close to Hotaru…and of course, Michiru could still have done it…THAT DIDN’T HELP WHATSOEVER!

(Seta looks at his notes)

Seta: Best head back…

(He heads back to HQ, unaware that Tifa Lockheart was watching him from a tree. She shakes her head before turning to head somewhere (back home?))

*   *   *   *

KANO – 12.30am (DOJO)

(The Sakizaki mansion is pretty much an eerie sight by the time Kano gets there. As she exits the van, Andy Bogard pops his head round the corner…)

Andy: Ah, so you are here.

Kano: (slowly) Andy…

Andy: I was beginning to wonder when you’d show up. It’s getting close then…

Kano: Yes…and I’d appreciate your help in this matter.

Link: That won’t be a problem.

(The elf warrior emerges from the side as well, startling Kano)

Kano: What the…

Link: (sighs) We have a problem.

Andy: Yuri has locked herself in her room, not eating or speaking. After last night, it’s like her resolve has gone, so she hasn’t done a thing. So we need Link’s help to open this dojo. I’m not getting the key off her whilst she’s like this.

Kano: O.K….

Andy: Right.

(Link opens the dojo door as Kano has her search to do. Andy and Link wait outside.)

Andy: Miss Miyazawa right?

Kano: (calls) Yes.

Andy: I just want to say…I apologise for the trouble I’ve caused for you. My anger towards what happened to my brother and the fact that I couldn’t believe that Hotaru had anything to do with this…I guess seeing her and Hayama almost killed last night really hit it on me…

Kano: (smiles) That’s O.K. I’d probably be just like it if the situation was in my hands.

Andy: Thank you.

(From the mansion, we can see Yuri opening the window and looking at them…but doesn’t call. She shuts it and closes the curtains.)

*   *   *   *

(It doesn’t take long for Kano to find something…big.)

Kano: What’s this?

(Behind a yin-yang symbol of the dojo, there is a gap which Kano can get her hands round. However, she isn’t strong enough to remove it herself, so Link and Andy get their hands dirty and help remove it. What is on it…surprises the heck out of the girl, and of the two others as well.)

Kano: What the…

(It’s a huge piece of cardboard, but on them are photos. Photographs of one person in particular. Hotaru Tomoe.)

Andy: All pictures of Hotaru?

Kano: Geez…she’s onto stalker territory…but I don’t get it…

(She notices that most of the pictures are of Hotaru on her own, but some have been mysteriously torn as well. Kano deducts this quite well.)

Kano: Looks like some of these were ripped…possibly had someone on them other than Hotaru…and an educated guess suggests Mimi…

Andy: I…don’t understand this…

Kano: I don’t know either…but I have a suspicion. (looks at the time) I guess I’d better be heading back. Can I take this with me?

Andy: Yeah…get rid of it, this is creeping me a little as well. 

Kano: Thanks.

(Kano gets a good job done as she claims a clue linking Yuri with the crimes, but why the photos of Hotaru?)

*   *   *   *

ANNA – 12.35AM (WB LIBRARY)

(Anna doesn’t take much time at all on the computers of the library to discover her last objective, learning about the curse ‘SCRAPPED’ that was eluded in the Tachikawa’s threat to Michiru about the adoption.)

Anna: Let’s see then…

(On a word sheet, Anna has copied and pasted lots of relevant information. Here’s a taster…)

‘The curse ‘SCRAPPED’ delved from the middle ages where the legendary ‘Scrapped Princess’ Pacifica Cugill was known as the one who would bring destruction to the world when she turned 16. This curse never came out because she was killed one day before her 16th birthday according to the folk laws. However, some speculate that throughout the years, the ‘scrapped’ genes, which only appear once a generation, do live on when someone demonstrates unusual powers…’

Anna: Hotaru is 14…and she is known as the ‘Senshi of Destruction’. She was kidnapped and left on an island and then was nearly killed by someone in a fire. This is too much of a coincidence…but why would they want to kill Hotaru? Tifa, Michiru, Yuri? Did they know this…Michiru might but…

(Anna’s eyes widen as she thinks…)

Anna: I think I see…

(Anna heads out of the library, papers in hand and heading back to HQ…)

*   *   *   *

1.30PM

(All three detectives are back at headquarters, and looking through information. Whilst it may be better to keep it to themselves, at least they’ve not been spiteful on their way to hopefully win a hundred thousand pounds.)

Kano: Do you think the Tachikawas wanted Hotaru to…

Anna: Experiment or destroy? It’s scary to be honest…

(Seta comes in with a couple of hot chocolates)

Seta: There you go ladies.

Kano: Ah thank you.

Seta: Tifa’s information about her hatred towards experimentation brings things back in her court to be honest, but that’s from my findings.

Anna: Well…I can say that Michiru and Yuri could know about this curse, but Tifa couldn’t. She was there at the fire and she could have caused it with that magic of hers…

Kano: Haruka said that Michiru seems to be in a daze now. Understandable, but a daze of what? What happened to her home or how she may have nearly killed her own daughter?

Seta: All these clues, it doesn’t make the case any easier…

Kano: That I think is the point. We need to get everything we’ve got together and make a decision ASAP…

(As they do, they enjoy a quiet time…but elsewhere…)

*   *   *   *

2.00pm – OUTSIDE KA’IOH MANSION

(Shot of Michiru and Haruka outside the mansion.)

Michiru: Is Hotaru O.K?

Haruka: Yes…she’s with Hayama now. I’ll go get her in a sec.

Michiru: Right. They’ll be here you know…

Haruka: Yes.

Michiru: Meet at the usual place. I…have something to do first.

Haruka: Nothing stupid please Michiru…

(Michiru nods as Haruka clutches her hand…)

AKIKO’S HQ

Akiko: Tifa, you can’t keep barricading in here?

Bulleta: Please, we need you out there! Those detectives will probably jump on you the second…

Tifa: I know.

Akiko: Huh?

Tifa: Akiko-san, I want you to do something for me. I want you guys to clear the HQ.

Akiko: Huh? Why?

Tifa: Because I can’t be held responsible if they come and what I might do. 

Akiko: But…

Tifa: (slowly and threatening) Just do it. Don’t make me do worse…

(Akiko is in shock but nods)

Akiko: O.K…

(Akiko goes to round up her workers as Bulleta stays outside…)

Bulleta: What are you going to do?

(Tifa doesn’t say anything for a while…but then…)

Tifa: Something I should have done from the start…

SAKIZAKI MANSION

Yuri: I want you guys…to leave now. I don’t want to see you get hurt.

Andy: Yuri…you are not O.K, we can’t…

Yuri: Please…it’s going to come down anyway, might as well face the music. Get Hotaru out of there with Hayama…

(Andy looks on at the kneeling girl and nods. Hayama is outside as well. Andy leaves as Hayama looks at her for a long time, and then leaves.)

(Shot of Yuri as her face is a combo of being distraught and being determined…)

*   *   *   *

40 minutes later…

(Shot of someone in the familiar green lens heading towards somewhere, though we can’t tell where. A door is in the way, but whoever it is smashes it with a fist. This person enters and sees two people in the door. The person slinks away upstairs. A quick search indicates a door slightly ajar. This person enters it…)

(…the next thing we hear is a female voice scream. A shot of the person has been slung over this attacker’s shoulder and goes to the window. This person jumps off it, lands safely somehow and dumps her carriage in a small van. Then, she drives off….to…)

*   *   *   *

2.45pm

(The Chief comes in with an emergency call….)

Sam: Guys, I have some big news. Someone has been kidnapped…

Seta: Kidnapped? Felicity or Taruki?

Sam: No…that’s the weird thing. It’s Meiri.

Anna: Meiri?

Sam: Ah-Tsing and Madoka are quite distraught, and I think we need to head over there quickly…

*   *   *   *

(The team do so as Sam heads off with his Quad-R buddies with another thing to investigate. Anna, Kano and Seta are at 8th Heaven in no time, with Ah-Tsing in near hysterics…)

Madoka: How did we not even see the person?

Ah-Tsing: (sobbing) Meiri…

Seta: What happened?

Madoka: Upstairs. Now.

(The trio do so as they see the bedroom. However, only two things are noticeable. The big ‘PLAY ONE MORE TIME?’ message on the wall, and a recording message on a Dictaphone.)

??????: TIME TO PLAY THE GAME HUH? WELL…I’VE HAD ENOUGH. THERE ARE THREE CHOICES RIGHT? I AM ONE OF THREE. FIND ME…IF YOU DARE…AND IF YOU DON’T…I CAN’T GUARANTEE THE SAFETY OF THIS BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMAN. I SUGGEST YOU FIND HER SOON…AND FINISH THIS GAME. I HOPE YOU’VE ENJOYED PLAYING…I KNOW I HAVE…

(The message ends)

Seta: Crap.

Madoka: Meiri has been taken by this sicko…

Anna: Right…

(The team wrap up quickly, as this is obviously the final test of the killer. It isn’t long after they head back to HQ that Sam has the details on the final news…)

*   *   *   *

HQ: 3.15PM

Sam: I was at the lake after an anonymous tip-off led us there, and what we found was a van in the lake…but no body inside. We don’t know if Meiri is alive or not…so I guess it’s time to end this game once and for all.

(The three detectives are waiting to see what the Chief has planned for them…)

Sam: There are three people who could have killed Mimi Tachikawa. Before you make your choice, my boys have made some specially prepared videos for you, to help decide your choice. 

(The Chief presses the button. To those playing at home, here is your last chance to pick your choice of the killer as well.)

*   *   *   *

MICHIRU KA’IOH

Chromus (VO): Michiru is the wealthy tenant of the Ka’ioh mansion, descended from generations. On the first day of the crime, Michiru was among the first to call the investigators, somehow knowing about the attack. Confusing at first…but all she claimed was a rivalry between the two families (Ka’ioh/Tachikawa). However, it was later discovered she was ousted as a mayoral candidate, though she claimed she willingly left voluntarily…of course, this turned out to be a lie.

‘The follow is a statement towards the department of Soichi Tomoe.’

‘We believe we have found the long lost file of where Hotaru Tomoe, your daughter, was brought under the curse of ‘SCRAPPED.’ The powers inside of her are deemed to have destroyed the world in a past life. This theory may seem so ridiculous to anyone, but knowing what we know…especially considering Miss Ka’ioh, another one of these powers…we recommend not sending her to the adoption of Michiru Ka’ioh and Haruka Ten’oh.’

‘With this mind, we feel that we now must force the issue with what we know from your tutiolege and working with Tachikawa, to put Hotaru Tomoe into our care without delay. Although we do know there is a lost file somewhere of Hotaru coming from an adoption agency, and we believe if Hotaru was born with someone else living in Macaba, the picture was never found, so this cannot be seen as proof for her to live anywhere else.’

‘So therefore, we feel that you should give custody to the Tachikawas whilst yourself is in hospital. I leave you well.’

Sincerely,

Taruki Tachikawa.

*   *   *   *

Chromus (VO): This proved there was more than rivalry and it was more blackmail. Michiru however also had her own story to tell, revolving around the historical confrontations of their families as well…

*   *   *   *

(The team surround the Dictaphone and we can now hear a familiar female voice…or two…)

CONVERSATION

Mimi: …dragging out the past isn’t something I wish to do.

Michiru: That is pretty low trying to do that, and trying to use our ‘special abilities’ to your advantage. I thought you cared for her…

Mimi: I do! That’s why I need her by my side…

Michiru: Oh really…so I guess you won’t mind if I tell the authorities about YOUR past…

Mimi: Wh-what do you mean?

Michiru: Oh, hit a smart spot have I? Well…in the past, my ancestor, Hatoko Kobakoh, was a rival of your ancestor Acabam Tachikawa. Now, there were rumors that she was the actual founder, not Acabam, of Macaba…but let’s say she died under mysterious circumstances.

Mimi: (laughs) What’s this got to do with anything?

Michiru: Well…I did a little more digging. It seems that she wasn’t the only person there. She had come with two other people to the then unnamed land…her half-sister and father. All three of them paid a threat to Macaba. However, they were taken out in two separate incidents…

Mimi: That still doesn’t…

Michiru: Have you heard of the legend of ‘The Blood Man?’ His name is still unknown, but I have a feeling, that he, along with his daughter and my ancestor, were the first people on this land…but Acabam came a little too late…and decided to change things. Literally…

Mimi: That’s crazy!

Michiru: Oh, but wait, there is more! It seems that the Tachikawas actually brought the two of them to Macaba, and that the daughter never realised of her half sister, my ancestor. But going through many tracking records, I discovered the link between Hatoko and the daughter, named Izumi. They were long lost half sisters…Hatoko however was left alone after being born as her birth caused her mother’s death and she was left all alone as a young baby. She was found though by her I suppose foster parents…and became part of a sheltered family. Growing up, she became a wanderer, feeling unhappy of what became of her life and what happened to it, and drifted along the paths, and lived in lands, both habited and inhabited. It was there she came across Macaba...and when the Tachikawa tribe came, she was ready to move, but she became close with Izumi, her long-lost half sister which she didn’t know.

Mimi: Why are you telling me all this?

Michiru: Because using this evidence, I can safely say we have a possibly fraud in our town’s history. . especially as the Blood Man, their father, was attacked and slayed by the ‘heroic’ Acabam Tachikawa, which drew Izumi to nearly kill him as Hatoko had been poisoned not long before that…a tragic town…which could be more tragic if I reported this to historians…so…

Mimi: …you want me to back off…

Michiru: Say nothing more and allow me to adopt Hotaru and I will say no more about it.

*   *   *   *

Chromus (VO): Michiru’s main motive however seems to be the protection of her adopted daughter. She orchestrated the kidnapping of a detective for her sake. But what about the fire? Did she set it off? She obviously knew about the curse that Hotaru was supposedly on to…was it all a hoax these feelings? She was missing briefly during the murder of Hibiki. She supposedly wrote a contract to kill Mimi to Bulleta…did she do the deed herself?

TIFA LOCKHEART

Chromus (VO) Michiru isn’t the only person interested in vengeance, though Tifa takes it to a slightly more different level. The main focus of her motive is what the Tachikawa’s did to her friend Barret Wallace.

Bean: Miss Lockhart, are you saying this under the influence of alcohol?

Tifa: So what? I’m not drunk…I’m pissed, that’s for sure…pissed off at everything that has happened…the way Barrett was forced to leave America because of what those bitches and slut did to Corel…

Bean: What are you saying?

Tifa: (smirks) Oh, you don’t know? The Tachikawas…they knew the strength of Andy and Yuri’s buddies…but mine was the real brains and brawn behind it. His adopted daughter Marlene was his inspiration y’know? He wanted to get the work of youth hostels over there, especially learning of Hotaru…he may be a swearing loudmouth, but he’s got a soft spot for kids…

Bean: Sounds like me…

Tifa: Maybe…but it’s not like good causes aren’t always met with bad trouble…

*   *   *   *

Chromus (VO) Rumors abound as well that Tifa may have had a crush on Ah-Tsing were also about, and considering his fiancé got kidnapped, it makes you wonder…but that’s not all. It was discovered that Tifa was a bounty hounter, and even she has a link with Hotaru with the recent discovery of experimentation on her, and how against it Tifa is. Tifa also uses an item known as materia, a magical gem capable of mass destruction, and uses almost all forms of entities and elements, fire, water, ice, earth, lightning…she knows quite a lot in terms of how things were damaged and a master martial arts expert…and she could have killed Hibiki as well as she left the hospital at 6pm. She was the last person to touch the infamous bracelet…was it because she left her fingerprints at the scene of the crime?

*   *   *   *

YURI SAKIZAKI

Chromus (VO): At first, Yuri didn’t seem like a killer. Her only real motive could have been the fact that Mimi won a contest that her idol singer Athena didn’t win. But as more information came, it became obviously that Yuri has deeper issues. Firstly, it was learned that Yuri had a lost brother, and Mimi stopped a chance for a reunion…

*   *   *   *

Ryo: I was separated from my parents when I was 5. My sister Yuri had been born when my mother died. My father couldn’t live with the fact that his daughter had killed the one person he had cared about, so he simply left my sister at an orphanage. I went with my dad, too young to understand what happened. It wasn’t until when I was 11 when he told me of my younger sister, but what I hadn’t told them was that I had said to the orphanage that she was an only child and made up some crap about not being able to look after her.

*FLASHBACK*

Ryo: I tried to learn what I could about my sister, but my family never named her…eventually, I found out through the orphanage that they gave her the name ‘Yuri’. Her family name was given as they know my father was a Sakizaki. It took me many years…but I finally found her recently…that is…I would have…if not for one small problem…

*   *   *   *

(Flashback to the Asian Idol contest found in the newspaper)

Ryo: (to two other judges) But that’s not fair!

(Shot of two goons either side of them, both with the insignia of the Tachikawa Corporation.)

Goon 1: I believe it’s best in all our interests that Mimi wins this, not the Garcia sponsored corporation that we believe you work for.

Ryo: I don’t see why I have to do that! Athena was brilliant, you all saw that!

Goon 2: And I suppose you being a part of that corporation won’t be considered suspicious…

Ryo: Oh, for Pete’s sake, that’s pathetic. You heard who the fans were cheering for her, and I’m not the only person who agrees.

(Shot of the scores of the three judges for the Asian area alone, which shows that the other two judges have also scored Athena higher than Mimi, one of the judges has put her 1st, the other 2nd…with Mimi 5th in that case.)

Ryo: So your goons can’t scare me…

Mimi: Oh really?

(The girl smirks round the corner.)

Ryo: …and you certainly don’t either.

(Ryo turns to leave…)

Mimi: But I suppose knowing about your sister may change your mind?

(Ryo freezes…)

Ryo: My…sister…

Mimi: Oh, this may surprise you, but she’s made a name for herself as a young prodigy in the business world. She grew up from the mean orphanages and taught herself everything, from business, to computers, to martial arts. But she doesn’t know she has an older brother…but you know you have a younger sister…Yuri?

Ryo: Shit…

Mimi: So…what will it be? Me winning the contest and you getting what you want to locate your sister…or…

*   *   *   *

Ryo: You know the rest. Mimi won the contest and then the bitch took off. I never even got to learn about my sister, even after talking to Athena. Now though…

Kano: Why haven’t you come here if you know this is where she resides?

Ryo: Because of what happened. We know Mimi is dead...and considering what I’ve just told you, me being there is like a recipe waiting for disaster.

Anna: Good point.

Ryo: Please ladies…just sort this out. Get my sister away from all this…please…

*   *   *   *

Chromus (VO): Yuri obviously is very caring towards Hotaru, someone else who was adopted, and the relationship between Mimi and Hotaru seemed suspicious in the eyes of the Sakizaki group. This came to a head when Yuri threatened the remaining family along with Tifa…

*   *   *   *

Taruki: What are you doing…here?

Akiko: (calm) I believe we have the warrant which allows us to do so. (smirks) Weird how getting a speed ticket can let you also use the police for more important needs…

Taruki: This is my land, I can thr…

Yuri: You can’t do a thing Mr. Tachikawa. You see, recent evidence can put you in jail if we learn that what happened in America was an act of sabotage towards Terry Bogard. But no…we’re here for something more…personal…

Akiko: That’s right. Whilst our companies combined together can and WILL crush yours in due time, I believe it’s your more personal crimes that need holding.

Taruki: Personal? You have a right you bitch! You’ve stomped over mudholes to get where you are, you’ve never played fair in your life!

Akiko: True on all accounts…except for one. When things involve my son…or more specifically…friends of my son.

(Yuri advances and despite being half a foot smaller than the adult man, it’s Taruki who is s*iting himself…)

Yuri: Let’s see…what was it again? Something about forging papers…maybe involving adoption…maybe involving experimentation…sabotage of a jet…these are all nasty crimes you see Mr. Tachikawa…especially when you involve a girl no nearer my age involved!!!

(Yuri lunges forward, Taruki is no where near Yuri’s speed and gets caught on the collar.)

Taruki: Guards!

(A few bodyguards come in as Nuriko and Link are unsure whether to stop Yuri or advance on the guards. A simple shake of the head from Guile stops them.)

Guile: It’s O.K.

(Tifa almost lazily raises a material from her hand and says something.)

Tifa: ‘All Wall.’

(A protection spell surrounded Tifa, Yuri and Akiko. It’s the first time that Misao and Seta have seen materia (only Anna of the remaining has seen it, with Kikuchi and Bean) and they immediately realise that with it, she could do anything…)

(Yuri’s hand glows as she prepares her ‘Kai Upper’ technique, a one handed ki blast which is much better than Dan Hibiki’s…but even Dan’s pitiful fireball can’t miss at THIS close range…)

Yuri: So you think you can hurt my friends here…you think you can hurt her friends here…*evil grin*…well, starting from today, I’ve got a little surprise for you.

(Yuri then gets out something…a contract! Taruki’s eyes flash with fear.)

Yuri: This contract is submitted to Tifa Lockheart, to…how shall I put this without getting myself in trouble with the investigators over there…oh I know! Remove a problem…that will do. 

(Taruki twists his way out, being stronger than Yuri, but Yuri still has the smirk on her face.)

Yuri: Now…I suggest you DON’T make her sign it. Like…make sure you leave the Ka’ioh’s out of anything, pull back your bid to destroy the youth hostels in America, otherwise, things may get uncomfortable.

*   *   *   *

Chromus (VO): It seems Yuri has a few more skeletons in the closet and a genuine mean streak. She was separated from Hayama and Andy during the murder of Hibiki Amawa and obviously would know where Excel was. 

But who did kill them? None of their alibis are clear, all three were present during the fire of the Ka’ioh mansion…so who did it?

*   *   *   *

Sam: Anna, Kano, Seta…it’s decision time. The killer is waiting at one of three places, and I have collected the evidence. I know who our killer is. But the question is…do you? Here is your final test…

(At three desks, one at first, one in the middle and one at the back, are three laptops.)

Sam: You are now going to write a report on who you think killed Mimi Tachikawa…and why. You have one hour to look through all your notes and look at the evidence. Look at the killer clues. Link them with everything that has happened, because they all link towards our murderer. After 1 hour, you will come here to write your report on who the killer is, using all the evidence and clues to help you. After the results have come in, the three of you will be sent to one of the three places that the killer is at.

(Shots of Akiko’s HQ, Michiru’s Mansion and the Sakizaki Mansion are shown. The killer is at one of these.)

Sam: Whoever scores the highest will be sent to the mansion of the killer. The other two will be sent to the final two people who have to be cleared. You will not know where you are going as you will be blindfolded, and you won’t know if you made the right decision either. So you have one hour to make that decision. I wish all three of you the best of luck.

(The Chief leaves as the two girls and one adult man stand up. They shake each others hands and wish each other good luck.)

*   *   *   *

(We have shots now of Anna in one room, watching taped evidence. In another, Kano is reading through her notes, whilst in another Seta is looking in the old evidence room where the killer clues are.)

(It isn’t long before an hour passes…)

*   *   *   *

4.30PM

Sam: I hope you are ready. You have half an hour to complete a report. Then the vans will come and take you to your final destiny. Good luck…I think you are going to need it.

(Front row: Seta. Middle row: Anna. Back row: Kano.)

(Sam simply sits in front and watches the three type in their report. Seta and Anna both seem confident and quick on the computer, Kano less so, as they seem to remember everything they’ve found out. Anna eventually stops and thinks for a while. Seta just continues on.)

(Seta is the first to finish at 18 minutes. Sam asks if he’s done and he does. He gives him one more chance to add anything and he doesn’t. He goes outside for a smoke as Sam attaches his computer to it and gets Seta’s report whilst the two girls continue working.)

Sam: 5 minutes to go.

(At that point, Anna finishes, wiping a bead of sweat. Sam smiles as Anna indicates she’s done. Sam does the same thing as Seta as Anna leaves the room, leaving Kano to try and finish…)

(…with barely a minute to go, Kano shouts out ‘DONE!’ Sam chuckles and gets it from her, and Kano nearly faints with relief…)

*   *   *   *

5.15pm

(15 minutes later, all three are called back in.)

Sam: I have the reports that the three have made on this murder. I will say that it was very close between the winner and second place, so very well done. But we have a winner.

(The three wait on)

Sam: Of course, you will find out who for sure is the winner very soon. Outside, the three vans are ready to take you to your destiny.

(Shot of the three vans, one in red, one in white and one in black.)

Sam: Anna, take the red one. Kano, take the white. Seta, the black. You will be alone and you could face the killer. Be careful and prepared. I wish you once more, the best of luck.

Anna: May I just say that we want to thank you as well Chief, and thank everyone here for a great game.

Kano: I agree.

Seta: Me too.

Sam: Very kind for you to say that. Well done to the three of you as well for making it…your last test awaits you. Off you go.

(The three get into a group hug, and each shake hands with the Chief. But they don’t delay any further…)

(…it’s time to play the game ONE MORE TIME…)

*   *   *   *

And with that…we end!

Ha, you think I’d reveal it right now? We’ve still got one more quiz to do, plus gotta have an anti-climax in there somehow?

Anyway, we will have a winner of this. This chapter was the last bit of evidence you need to find out who the killer is for yourself. And I hope that you enjoyed going through this as much as I did writing it.

I am currently on my 51st page of notes out of 53. Yep, that’s how many I did for this damn fic…god knows what MG2 will be like…

Next chapter;

·        We find our winner…and our killer. Our two other suspects also get in the action as well, as the killer reveals how she did it.

·        Following that…we have an epilogue. What will happen?

·        An interview with our three detectives in Inside HQ.

·        And finally, a FaQ towards our cast of suspects and our killer. How did she do it? What about the others? How did various things happen?

Stay tuned….

The final chapter of MG will be just over a week from now so get your thinking caps out there all you budding Sherlock Holmes out there…

…until next time.

MURDER GAME: THE REVEALING

Well, it’s all come down to this. Finally, we reveal who killed Mimi and why. There is an evil girl out there, who killed Mimi, Excel, Hibiki along with 7 investigators. She set fire to Michiru’s house…but…

…a villain has to feel justified in his or her actions. So did my killer have a good reason for what she did?

Let’s find out…

So who is in the right area…Anna? Kano? Seta?

PREDICTIONS AFTER EPISODE 6

Misao was the favourite to win after episode 6, but Seta and Anna were followed after that tied, with Kano amazingly not having any votes to win (despite her being the most popular)…why is this weird?

PREDICTIONS AFTER EPISODE 12

Because Kano and Seta tied for top spot, and Anna (again amazingly considering she was joint fave at one point) now in last…so have people cottoned onto me…

KILLER PREDICTION

Michiru the favourite of everyone, and definite of the three. Tifa was in the middle with Yuri an outsider…

KILLER PREDICTION (LAST EP)

…just goes to show you what a few episodes change opinions. Yuri now the favourite for the killer and Michiru the outsider…

O.K, I’ve had enough stalling. I’m sure a few people want to find out so…let’s play the game…one…last…time…

*   *   *   *

(Last time on the Murder Game)

Chromus (VO): Our three remaining detectives all had their own inquiries to work out. Each man and young lady are playing for themselves as they left to work out who killed Mimi Tachikawa. So who will win?

(Shot of the red van)

Chromus: Anna Respighi, the third member of the illustrious trio which drafted current Cosmo Beauty Akari Kanzaki and runner-up Kris Kristopher? She’s always been underneath them…but can she show what she can do now?

(Shot of the white van)

Chromus: Kano Miyazawa, another third member, this time of the prestigious Miyazawa family. Often undermined compared to the infamous Yukino, she has always been a smart young lady, has she found her element this time?

(Shot of the black van)

Chromus: Seta Noriyasu, he’s not driving this van, he’s hoping to find a killer. An archaeologist with a nose for action. The elder man of the team, he’s got the intelligence and experience that could win him in the game. Can he?

(Shot of the three on their laptops)

Chromus: They all got their choice of the killer in the last episode. Who has got it right, and if they tied, who got the highest to win the game? Who is the killer?

(Shot of the burned out Ka’ioh mansion)

Chromus: Michiru Ka’ioh. Was she too overprotective of Hotaru’s ‘secrets?’

(Shot of the headquarters of Akiko Natsume, where Tifa Lockheart is residing)#

Chromus: Tifa Lockheart. Revenge the motive for experimentation and for her friend  Barrett?

(Shot of the dojo and Sakizaki mansion)

Chromus: Yuri Sakizaki. A long long past never uncovered. Did she end one persons future?

(It’s time to find out…)

*   *   *   *

(We join our trio all heading to one of three locations. A quick look inside their vans shows that they are blindfolded, and none of them know they are going. Darkness is slowly descending on the town of Macaba, and nerves are inside…did they make the right choice…)

(From a shot above the town, we can see the paths where the three vans are going…but for the moment, I’ll do a Xelloss and keep it a secret…)

Anna: Inside that van…it was the most nerve wrecking moment of my life, and I’ve had a few of them…I don’t know where I’m heading…to victory…or destruction…all I’ve done is made my bed and I have to not sleep on it…

Kano: If it comes down to the end, I’ll know that I’ve played to my best. I was in an alliance at the start, and the fact that I remain unscathed in the killer game’s shows that I was pretty well liked. I’m kinda flattered…but I want to win this nonetheless.

Seta: This game has been a blessing and a curse at the same time, every emotion I think has been played by every person from the time that Junpei got eliminated to his moment I’m heading to destiny…or devastation…

(The three continue on…)

*   *   *   *

(Suddenly, they all stop…)

(The three are helped out by the van driver and cameraman, and are guided to a door of wherever. They still don’t know where they are. It seems that in each house area, the door is open, and someone is awaiting them…good…or bad?)

(As soon as each three has stepped inside their area, the door closes and they are allowed to remove their blindfold.)

(We’ll now cut to each area until we find out their areas…and see if they are wrong…or right…)

*   *   *   *

ANNA (?????)

Anna: O.K…calm down Respighi…it’s only your destiny…

(Anna looks around, but it’s still in darkness. All she has is one torch. She shines it, trying to recognise the area…)

Anna: This looks familiar…but not so that I want it to be…

(She heads upstairs to the area, and a board smashes, with dust, making the 4999 girl cough…)

Anna: (coughs) Crap…

(She looks up, and sees something a bit shocking…crossed out photographs, one by one of each of the detectives…)

Anna: Am I at the end of this…

*   *   *   *

KANO (?????)

Kano: I can’t tell where I am…it’s so different when it’s all dark…am I at the one I chose?

(Kano flashes a torch, it’s very dim, and it’s mostly instinct for the Miyazawa girl)

Kano: Hello?! Meiri?!

(A slightly shiver of the windows…a familiar arrow appears to go upstairs…)

Kano: You know…I’ve never been on one of them…but this is not a good sign…then again…

(Kano heads upstairs…)

*   *   *   *

SETA (?????)

Seta: (smiling) I know where I am…and it’s my pick.

(Seta is pretty confident. The entrance he was at has a reception desk…making it AKIKO’S HQ)

Seta: Meiri?! You here?

(Seta notices a door is dislodged. He kicks it.) 

Seta: This is just like a dig…you need to search out and come with the spoils…

(He slowly makes his way upstairs…)

*   *   *   *

KANO

Kano: O.K…I know where I am…

(Kano is heading upstairs where there are three rooms, and she recognises them. She is in the SAKIZAKI MANSION. The three rooms are Hayama’s, Andy’s and Yuri’s.)

Kano: O.K…here’s goes…

(She kicks open Yuri’s door…)

(Kano shines her torch in. Inside, we see a host of shredded newspaper articles, scattered on the floor and on the wall…)

Kano: No-one is here…(calls)…Meiri?!

(She walks in…)

*   *   *   *

ANNA

Anna: (coughing) Meiri?!

(By default, Anna’s is at MICHIRU’S MANSION. Did they get their pick or not? Anna’s coughing is a result of the dust from the burnt areas…)

Anna: This is not where I want to be…but I got to keep going…

(Anna flashes a torch to the end of a burnt hallway…)

*   *   *   *

SETA - (AKIKO’S HQ)

Seta: I’m here…let’s find something! Meiri…Tifa…

(Seta has armed himself with a broom stick now and twirls it like the jeet kune do/kung-fu expert he is. He looks upstairs, and sees a trail of what appears to be elemental chemicals shining up the stairs. He quickly realises they are materia guiding him up the stairs…)

Seta: Ah, leading me to my path right…

(Seta follows the direction…up to Tifa’s room…)

*   *   *   *

KANO

Kano: Maybe it’s one of the other rooms then…I can’t see the writing of the paper…

(Suddenly the floor gives way…)

Kano: ARRRRGGGGGHHHHH….

*   *   *   *

ANNA

Anna: What’s that at the end of the hallway?

(She notices a plaque of something…it’s a photograph of the two babies we saw in one of the killer’s clues…)

Anna: (gulps) No…

(Breathing comes from behind her. Anna hears it and panics…)

Anna: KYAAAAHHH! 

(She lashes out a kick…)

*   *   *   *

SETA

Seta: So it all comes down to this then…

(Seta is now outside Tifa’s room…)

Seta: Locked…but not protected…

(He arms himself appropriately…)

Seta: YAARRRRGGGHHHH!

(He kicks the door in…)

*   *   *   *

NO MORE GAME. THE NEXT FEW PARAGRAPHS WILL SHOW YOU WHO IS THE KILLER AND WHO WILL THEREFORE BE THE WINNER. I HOPE YOU ENJOY IT. GAME ON.

*   *   *   *

(A shot sees Seta inside Tifa’s room. Someone has a gun on him…)

Seta: What gives?

Bulleta: That’s what we want to know!

(Shot of Tifa’s room, where Akiko and Bulleta are also there along with Seta. However, there is no Tifa…)

Seta: I am here to arrest Tifa Lockheart on suspicion of murder!

Bulleta: That’s absurd! You think Tifa killed them?

Seta: Well…

Akiko: Tifa would not kill a 14 year old, no matter what contracts are on her.

Seta: So where is she?

Akiko: That’s what we want to know…

Seta: You’re not hiding her are you?

Bulleta: Are you stupid? How do you think you got in here? Tifa left by the window and released the power of her materia! Where the heck she is, we don’t know…but it can’t be good!

(Seta peeks outside the window and sees a curtain hanging down where Tifa has exited. Seta looks down.)

Seta: So where is she…

*   *   *   *

(A crash down the floor sends someone down…)

Anna: Leave me! I can hurt you, and won’t hesistate too…

??????: Ow…for such a skinny girl, you kick hard chibi-chan…

Anna: (confused) Haruka?

(Shot of Haruka who is in view of the torch…)

Haruka: Damn power…it’s gone. I guess Michiru was right…

Anna: Michiru…where is she…

Haruka: Oh, you here to arrest her?

Anna: No…well…unless she has something that she has done which means her arrest…

Haruka: (confused) You are here and you…don’t…

Anna: (shakes her head) I don’t thinks it Michiru…which is why I’m a bit confused…

Haruka: (smiles) I knew there was something that Hotaru liked about you…well…I guess let’s reveal it all shall we…

Anna: Not literally I hope…

Haruka: Of course not…unless you want to…

Anna: KYAAAHHHH…

Haruka: (slaps her forehead) Oh right…still edgy. Guess keep the jokes to a minimum…

(Haruka leads Anna down outside, and presses a button. A hidden cellar then opens. Anna is surprised as Haruka leads her down…)

(…and even more so when down in the cellar, there is a huge computer like environment. Over 3 dozen screens, and almost each one with a suspect or detective crossed off the list. On the tables, there is plenty of paper, which right at the moment, a rather flustered Michiru is trying to sort out…)

(…and she’s got a few other helpers, namely Hayama, Andy and Hotaru…plus someone that Anna doesn’t recognise initially…)

Anna: You guys here?

(Andy turns and smiles)

Andy: Welcome to what Michiru has been trying to tell you guys…she’s been trying to find out this killer as well…

Anna: Really?

Michiru: And we had someone who that nice Chromus person sent us to help along…

(A turn around shot now sees that the mystery girl is none other than Rika Sasaki, the winner of Animole. She smiles politely to Anna, who now slowly recognises her…)

Anna: I know you! You’re the girl from that show that Akari was on, Rika-chan! 

Rika: (nods) That’s right...I was sent along to help Michiru-san along with this case…

Andy: …and to keep Hotaru company occasionally as well…

Hotaru: Andy-san!

Anna: So…if that’s the case…

*   *   *   *

Seta: So where is she?

Akiko: Well, not to worry, the track of materia dust thanks to Akiko Mishima works and her latest in handy dandy inventions will get us to her…

Seta: Are you sure you want to? If she’s this killer…

Bulleta: She isn’t! I know she isn’t, Akiko-sama knows it, I know it, and you should know it!

(Seta, Akiko and Bulleta begin tracking…)

*   *   *   *

Hotaru: …that why we couldn’t reveal our whereabouts Miss Respighi. Whilst, I didn’t agree with some of the methods…

(Hotaru’s glare at Haruka makes the much taller girl sweatdrop)

Hotaru: …we didn’t want you guys to get hurt because of what others were doing…

Anna: But what about those two? Did they know it?

Andy: No…

Hayama: But being surrounded by beautiful girls…can’t be bad…(tries to cop a feel of Rika)

(Anna, Hotaru and Michiru do a tandem elbow smash…Hayama collapses as Michiru shakes her head…)

Michiru: This was a bad idea…more than one…

Anna: But that means…(gasps)…oh, I was right…we need to get there!

Hotaru: Where?

(Michiru, Andy, Haruka, Rika and Anna all look sad. They are afraid to tell her the bad news…)

Michiru: Hotaru-dear…

*   *   *   *

SAKIZAKI MANSION

Kano: That hurt…

(Kano has fallen from Yuri’s room to somewhere…she flashes her torch, trying to see some light…)

Kano: Where am I?

(Suddenly light slowly flows around the area…and Kano screams!)

Kano: GAAAHAHHHHHAH!

(Around her, we are in a kitchen like area, and we are surrounded by tubs of blood, body parts, and the stench of death. In the centre, hanging by a rope, is Meiri, still alive, but hanging by a light and gagged.)

Kano: Meiri???! O.K, let’s get you…

(A door slowly opens and some sounds, like something out of a computer game, catch the ear of Kano, who turns quickly.)

(We see that Yuri is playing a video game, Capcom vs. SNK 2, and pauses. She stands up and smiles at Kano as she turns around.)

Yuri: Coming out to play?

(Kano gulps…)

*   *   *   *

Anna: Whoever won this game must have had more points than me…

Michiru: So you thought it was Yuri?

Anna: (nodding) But never mind that! We need to get there!

Haruka: How’s Hotaru?

(Shot of Hotaru crying in the arms of Andy Bogard, Hayama looking on in fear and disgust…)

Andy: I think Hayama knew that it was Yuri. Maybe he found something, but she made sure he didn’t say anything. He did her dirty work in looking for the bodies, to make sure the deeds were done, and incriminate him as well.

Michiru: Hayama isn’t the most talkative person as you might have seen. And I guess that’s why you stole the adoption letter…

(Hayama is still silent…)

Anna: So we need to get to the mansion before she does…

(They nod)

*   *   *   *

Seta: So where is it leading to?

Akiko: Well…it’s one of the mansion…I believe south-east…which one is that?

Bulleta: I’m still on fractions.

Seta: (sweatdrops) This is so screwed up…

*   *   *   *

Yuri: Nice to see you Miss Miyazawa.

(Yuri has turned around, and we can see that her bow gun has been attached to her wrist. The silver arrows shine in the remaining darkness as Yuri has a sinister smirk on her pretty face.)

Kano: So it was you…

Yuri: (sarcastic) Congrats! You solved the case! Shame you and Meiri won’t live long enough to celebrate…

Kano: So…why you do this?

Yuri: Oh well…might as well follow the tradition of evil villains and explain all my plans…you see…

(FLASHBACK)

Yuri: I was born barely a few days after Hotaru was born. We were shared in the same adoption centre…

(SHOT - KILLER CLUE - The pendant of the two babies - a shot of chibi Hotaru and chibi Yuri as we now know…)

Yuri: …but that didn’t last long. But as I grew older, things about my life began to reveal itself. My adoption, my long lost brother, the person in the picture…so from my young age, I began using all my abilities to become the best in anything. At age 8, I was a junior division black belt and created my own martial art. In the scholar arts, I was a genius at 10 years old.

(SHOT - KILLER CLUE - The shots of Rebecca, Chiriko and the Angel Egg/Misakichi - representing 3 prodigies - a la Yuri.)

Yuri: And then I began learning about my past. How I was adopted of course, but learning of a long lost brother was a surprise…but more so when I began finding out my history. I thought it was a coincidence that the Tachikawa enterprise was linked with a small town named Macaba. But then…when I learned that my brother could be in America…I was blocked out thanks to several goons. Why did you think I kept that Athena news clipping? Not because of my fandom…but because it represented when that bitch Mimi ruined my life…a chance of learning who I am…and I failed.

*   *   *   *

Yuri: I never learned who I am. I’ve done a lot of things in my young life, but learning to find my brother, I couldn’t. Avenging a wrong from the past…it all linked with it. And then the coup de grace…finding the girl I was adopted with, Hotaru Tomoe, a girl I felt I would have a close bond because of her similar lives, her father now was property of the Tachikawas, and in a mental hospital, whilst his daughter goes unaware of the crap she will put her through.

(SHOT - The family tree representing brother and sister.)

*   *   *   *

Yuri: So I came here…to Macaba. And I decided to use my martial art skills combined with my business skills as a front. Looking at the coming mayoral election…and then she appeared…and it was enough for me to turn violent. So the current generation wanted to ruin my life again? No…

(Shot of Andy being attacked by an unknown attacker of the prologue.)

Yuri: I attacked Andy in disguise to try and hide my way. Then again, that was a mistake, as I knew Andy’s moves well. But to get my revenge…I had to eliminate the route of the problem…the Tachikawas. And to do so…

(Shot of Yuri sneakingly stealing the screwdriver when Duo comes to help fix Bunnie who was practicing her martial arts…)

Yuri: I stole the murder weapon to incriminate Bunnie or Tifa. But I needed an alibi. So I make a phone call from a pay phone to Akiko’s. I asked her if I could hire out an android of hers…of course, she asked about my details but I refused of course. Besides, I knew how to handle her…yen signs. Enough money and she couldn’t care less who would have hired her out…

(Shot of Eimi, a similar size to Yuri, ‘asleep’ in Yuri’s bed on the day of the murder. The eclipse hasn’t happened yet. Yuri is in her disguise and she scales the walls…leaving the gravel marks of the wall on as she scales down…)

Yuri: I made it to the area, and Mimi had told me remember? That she was going to Hibiki’s? Well, I knew she was coming…and as she did, I slugged her in the stomach before she could recognise me…and then…

*   *   *   *

MIMI: ARGGHGGHGHHHHH…

(Shot of the screwdriver smashing through Mimi’s skull once as Yuri releases the weapon, and yanks it out.)

Yuri: This is personal bitch…don’t you forget it…

(Yuri throws the screwdriver into the railtracks.)

(Outside, we can see Jessie watching it, and freaks out, before running…)

(…meanwhile, Yuri looks on and sees the necklace of Ah-Tsing’s. She takes it from Mimi’s throat and leaves.)

*   *   *   *

Yuri: Taking that put Ah-Tsing in the frame, but now I had a few problems. The first was Eimi. She could report this to Akiko, but I had thought ahead. The fact that Akiko didn’t know who did the purchase made it easy for me to…dispose of it.

(Shot of Yuri taking going back to her mansion and asking her to go for a walk. She obeys…and they go into the dark woods. The area is barely light, and before Eimi realises where she is, Yuri blasts her with several ki blasts in vital spots. Even to a robot, and she deactivates it. Yuri then blasts a ki blast at a tree, and it falls on Eimi, crushing her. She then brings out some rope and proceeds to hang her broken carcass…)

Yuri: What a shame. Of course, when you guys came sniffing round sooner than I expected, I had to clear it up the next day, when I stole Michiru’s vehicle. I had dumped Eimi in the back and was going to dump her in the lake…unfortunately I didn’t know she had seen the 3712VF label of the auction I was going to use for the necklace…damn her…so I blew it up. How was I supposed to know she had a GPS system on her which dropped?

(GPS - Showed the areas - her place, the Kaiohs (links with Hotaru), the hospital (visiting her) and the scrapyard (murder weapon).)

(Shots of other killer clues - the Hotaru tapes, the opposite attracts line, Rio De Janiero…all name clues. Opposites attract? Girls - Yuri? RYO de Janiero - her brother?)

(The driving licence - The fake is the driver’s licence - to get her to drive all the vehicles she used in getaway. The real one was the college idea - at 14 years of age.)

(The final killer clue - At each of these killer locations was someone. Namely (Y)olei, (U)kyo, (R)uri and (I)chino. The killer was spelt out for you, Y-U-R-I.)

Yuri: Next was Excel. I had a feeling she somehow linked me towards things…besides, no-one would suspect me of killing her, after all, I was the only one who could stand her? Of course, Hayama seemed to know things after all, but he was adding suspicion to himself…besides, I genuinely liked him. On the other hand…

*SMASH*

Yuri: Using Excel’s key to getting into Bulleta’s was childs play. I stole the crossbow…the same one which I used against Hibiki…and will soon use against you…and the bulletproof vest, and did my thing. I was afraid whilst in jail Excel may have said too much, so I had to eliminate her before she said anything else…

(Shot of Hibiki with the arrow in his head)

Yuri: As for Hibiki…considering he was close to Mimi and to poor Hotaru, I had no idea what he could throw up. But he do had been arrested and considering he knew about the photos I had taken…well…I had to silence him. Whilst at the festival, I separated from Hayama and Andy, and made my move….

*   *   *   *

Yuri: …which leads us to today now, doesn’t it Miss Miyazawa?

(She points her bow at Meiri)

Yuri: It seems I was unable to decipher the jewel’s true power, but Meiri as bait may have enticed Ah Tsing. No matter…I’ll kill you both soon enough. I think I’ve had my fill of revenge…

Kano: This is stupid! All this murder and bloodshed…

Yuri: YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND WHAT THIS FAMILY DID TO ME! Seperated me from my brother!!! Made Hotaru’s life hell! Ruined a nice idea that Andy’s brother was doing!!! And a fake founding which no-one could uncover! But I could…and with my ancestory, I’m taking back what was rightfully mine!

(Yuri points the bowgun at Kano)

Yuri: You know…those Tachikawas wanted to kill Hotaru…with that Scrapped crap nonsense…you know what’s the ironic thing? With the way the company was screwing with our lives, by the time Mimi would be 16…SHE’D PROBABLY HAVE DESTROYED THE WORLD WITH HER BUSINESS. 

(Yuri smiles evilly.)

Yuri: You know…it’s good it’s you. If it was that other girl or that teacher, they may be fast enough to avoid an arrow…can you?

(Kano gulps as Yuri smiles and prepares to fire…)

*SMASH*

*   *   *   *

(Shot of Michiru’s group arriving at the Sakizaki mansion. Darkness has descended, but the team are setting up to get inside…)

Michiru: We should stop her…

Haruka: (cracks knuckles) I’ll stop her…

(Shot of Anna reporting back to base, as she informs the Chief about finding the killer’s location. As she does this, another van turns up, the one with Seta in it.)

Anna: Seta-san?

(The archaeologist exits the van, surprised…)

Seta: Anna-chan? What are we doing here?

Anna: You mean…you don’t know?

Seta: Well…Akiko was tracking Tifa down with some device and it lead here…

(Anna is about to sweatdrop, but doesn’t…)

Anna: This is no time for that, Kano is in danger!

Seta: Huh? Why?

(The next shot is of Seta down on the floor with a cut over his forehead after Anna’s elbow struck…)

Anna: Are you really a Toudai teacher?! Yuri’s the killer!

Seta: (genuinely surprised) Huh? Really?

Anna: Yes, and…

Akiko: The trail leads up there!

(Akiko points to a window up there, and it’s been smashed…)

*   *   *   *

*FIRE*

(We hear Meiri scream…)

Yuri: Dammit…I can’t see…

(Our next shot is of Meiri on the ground, and scampering away behind someone, as the arrow fired slashed the rope. Kano is also behind this person…)

(…Tifa Lockheart.)

Tifa: Sorry I’m late ladies…

Yuri: Damn you and your blind materia!

Tifa: Sorry, did your plans stop there Yuri?

Yuri: I thought you were on my side Tifa! (points bow-gun at Tifa)

Tifa: All Wall.

(Another spell casts protecting the three ladies as Yuri’s fires another arrow, but the shields do their job as Yuri curses…)

Tifa: Yes, that contract to the Tachikawa’s was tempting, and your offer was very tempting…but it also got me wondering. Why would you offer me so much to finish off a job that the killer started. And then one day, Andy was in 8th Heaven a while ago, and told me a haiku drunk. And I realised something, the haiku was referring to an angel of war…Pallas Athena, the Greek Goddess of war and wisdom.

(SHOT - The haiku that Misao and Bean found. The full haiku refers to someone armed with a spear (Athena a master of the javelin), the Trojan horse is a reference to the Trojan War where she aided the Greeks. It fits Yuri’s status as a killer and a prodigy at the same time, of war and wisdom.)

Tifa: I’m more than a bartender you know…you underestimated me, and that will be your downfall…ICE!

(Tifa’s materia freezes the bowgun in Yuri’s hands and the fighter screams.)

Yuri: Damn you…fine! I’ll settle this my own way…

(Yuri rushes in to battle…Tifa gets ready to defend. Kano hugs a frightened Meiri…)

*   *   *   *

(Meanwhile, the cops are on their way. Sam, Tom and Jim are ahead of the line-up as Anna, Seta, Akiko, Bulleta, Michiru, Haruka, Hotaru, Hayama and Andy are all outside…)

Akiko: The fact that Tifa is in there means she’s going to try and stop this herself…

Bulleta: But that’s crazy!

Haruka: No, she’ll be O.K. She has all that magic…right Michiru?

(No response.)

Haruka: Michiru?

(The Neptune senshi has gone. Meanwhile, Sam is ready to go inside…)

Sam: Come on!

*   *   *   *

(Shot of the battle. Yuri and Tifa have traded blows, with Tifa getting the better of it…)

Tifa: BEAT RUSH!

(A flurry of punches floors Yuri as the fighter gasps…)

Yuri: Damn you…

Tifa: Surprised. I felt it was you when I went over to the railway station…I saw someone running away, but couldn’t see and catch you. Then I saw Mimi’s body…

(SHOT - Jessie’s statement says that she saw someone come after the body after the killer did the deed. That someone was Tifa, the last alibi.)

Tifa: …I didn’t go there to kill her. I was going to have a long talk with her…but you had your own vengeance. Hell, did you even use your ki techniques with the materia you stole from me? 

Yuri: Dammit!

Tifa: So that was the reason you wanted to team up with me?  To frame me? Ah well…can’t be helped…SOMERSAULT KICK!

(A Guile-esque flash kick knocks Yuri for a loop, and sends her smashing to the ground. Yuri coughs up some blood…)

Tifa: And what about the fire? I saw you…and it seems you were genuinely upset weren’t you about Hotaru?

Kano: So you kidnapped her from the hostel…and then stole Hayama’s key to the boatclub to send Hotaru safely to the island. However, we brought her back…that’s why you were so shocked and upset.

(Yuri’s blood and tears are mixing on the ground…)

Yuri: You’re…good…but…not…good enough…

(Suddenly, she gets a GUN, one of the guns from the police officers she dispatched off during the Excel murder…)

Tifa: Wa…

(Yuri fires and knocks the materia out of her hand…Yuri grins…)

Yuri: Not this time. It’s been nice playing, but I guess I lied. (clicks gun) I have a few more victims to claim…so long…

(Tifa stands her ground…)

*******: DEEP SUBMERGE!!!!

(Hearing that, Yuri looks around. This gives Tifa the chance to dive and knocks Kano and Meiri out of the way and roll to safety. Yuri screams as a huge ball of water comes through the broken window, hitting her point blank…)

(The water blast is so powerful that it knocks Yuri into another room….)

*CRACK…FIZZLE….*

Tifa: Shit! Outta here! FLOAT!

(Tifa casts another spell, on the three of them. She grabs Kano under one arm and Meiri in another and jumps out of the window…)

(…just before a massive blast of electricity causes an explosion of where Yuri was.)

(On the roof, Michiru, in her Sailor Neptune guise, looks on.)

Michiru: So it came to that…Hotaru…forgive me.

*   *   *   *

(By now, Ah-Tsing and Madoka have arrived, and Ah-Tsing has been screaming Meiri’s name since he got there. Suddenly, they hear the explosion, and look to the side, and see three maidens almost fly out of the window.)

(Tifa lands with Kano and Meiri in tow. She sets them down…)

Tifa: All this…for revenge…I guess I have no right to speak…but one person with a thirst of power and vengeance…

Kano: It’s O.K though…I think this was inevitable…

Anna: Kano!!!

(The Miyazawa girl is glomped by the bluenette, as Kano finally gives a laugh and a sigh of relief as Anna’s tears show that she, like everyone else, didn’t believe it was just a game…)

Anna: You’re O.K? You’re fine? Did they hurt you…did she…

Kano: (laughs) I’m O.K! O.K! Geez Anna, get off me…

(Anna does, but smiles and wipes her tears. Seta also comes over and helps Kano up…)

Seta: Well, you made me look bad that’s for sure…

Kano: (laughs) Seta-san, did you know that was my goal throughout this?

Seta: Really?

Kano: Of course, I’m a Miyazawa!

(The three share a laugh, before Sam heads over, and secures the area. A few policemen along with Tom and Jim investigate the area…)

(Upstairs, the area which blew up is still fizzing. They inspect it…and gasp.)

(All they see is a fizzled skeleton, no skin…almost like it melted. Yuri’s skeleton.)

Tom: Geez…

Jin: O.K, Sam, let’s wrap this up.

(Michiru jumps from the roof and returns to her normal guise.)

Michiru: It’s done.

*   *   *   *

Hotaru: I see…

Haruka: So Yuri felt that close to her because of the fact they were adopted together. 

Hayama: Yes. She was also along with yourself Michiru, a part of this town’s ancestry, but the thing that drove her to murder was the fact that…

???: …she never met me.

(The guys turn to see Yuri’s brother, Ryo Sakizaki, appear out of nowhere…)

Ryo: (crying) And now…because of me…she and I can never meet….

(Ryo bows his head down, as Hotaru comes over and bends down to meet his eyes…)

Hotaru: Yuri’s brother?

Ryo: Y-yes…

Hotaru: What happened with her…I’m so sorry. I feel this is all my fault…

Ryo: Don’t say that! Yuri did this to herself! Just…it felt like it was all for me…

(The two cry, as Haruka and Michiru hold each other…and sigh.)

Michiru: It’s weird how everything connected.

(Rika in the distance smiles, her job done.) 

(Meanwhile, Ah-Tsing and Meiri have been hugging since release as both are crying. Madoka and Tifa are reunited as well as they watch on…)

Madoka: So you saved them…

Tifa: Yes.

Madoka: Well done…you separated from us so you could get closer to the case right? Not because of jealously…

Tifa: (smiles) Of course. 

(She watches Ah-Tsing and Meiri kiss as she holds a photo of her old Avalanche crew, including one of her and Cloud doing a thumbs up together, and smiles.)

Tifa: Maybe I’ll get another chance anyway…

(Finally, Sam is a glow as Kano, Anna and Seta are together.)

Sam: Kano…well done. Congratulations, you solved the case of who killed Yuri and why.

Kano’s final essay - possible 50 points - 44 points.

Anna’s final essay - possible 50 points - 39 points.

Seta’s final essay - possible 50 points - 19 points.

(In the final essay, both Kano and Anna thought it was Yuri, whilst Seta thought it was Tifa, hence the difference in scores. Kano’s natural seeing things through managed to beat Anna’s intelligence in a close game, whilst they said similar thing, Kano managed to work out the Athena reference thanks to her knowledge in the book world and of mythology, just beating out Anna to get an extra 5 points.)

Sam: Anna, commiserations, so close, but so far. And Seta…well…oh dear.

Seta: (embarrassed) Yes…er…what can I say?

Anna: How about, well done…to Kano?

Seta: (smiles) That will do.

(Seta shakes Kano’s head and gets a hug for measure. Anna also hugs Kano and adds a small kiss on the cheek as well as Kano gets embarrassed. Finally, Sam shakes Kano’s hand.)

Sam: Kano, you have solved the killer’s game. Congratulations!

(Kano pumps her fist in the air as Anna and Seta applaud. Soon, others are joining in and congratulating Kano in ending this horror. But the story isn’t over yet…)

*   *   *   *

Just click the next chapter and we can see Kano receive her prize, as she, Anna and Seta return to Macaba in a fortnight to go to Meiri and Ah-Tsing’s wedding! Reunite with the suspects, and watch when a certain sister becomes jealous of Kano’s victory watching from home…(hee hee)

Also next chapter, the final notes of the game as I explain how the winner came to be, my thoughts on the characters, the choice of killer and how the game went. So, what are you waiting for?

Next button please!  

MURDER GAME: EPILOGUE

And now, let’s take you to the ceremony where our winner gets the reward from the Chief and the new mayor, and we enjoy a wedding! 

BIG props to Descendant of the Dragon for helping me out with everything for this. Also, big props to D Marco for letting me use his characters with pretty much freedom throughout this story.

And with that…

*   *   *   *

3 WEEKS LATER…

(Shot of a limousine driving up to 8th Heaven. We can see outside that Tifa Lockheart, with a smile on her face and looking extravagant in a black slit dress, is awaiting company.)

Tifa: You’re here, we couldn’t do this without you!

(Shot as Seta Noriyasu escapes first, followed by Anna Respighi and finally, Kano Miyazawa. Seta seems calm but the girls are a bit nervous.)

Tifa: Oh, don’t be like that ladies, you were invited after sorting all this mess, and Kano, you’re there as one of the parents don’t forget!

Kano: I know…that’s why I’m nervous. I’m only 14 remember…

Tifa: No matter! You’re smart and mature enough!

Hayama: (appearing out of nowhere) Besides…she’s looks like a b…

(A hammer out of hammer space comes out of nowhere as Kano resumes her pose as Hayama collapses to the floor. Madoka comes out, sighs, and drags his carcass back inside.)

Tifa: We can’t do that too much…the poor kid’s got jumbled memories as it is…

Seta: How is everything now?

Tifa: (brightens up) Oh, quite good. Taruki and Felicity left Macaba last week after being found guilty of corruption, when the evidence of the conversation between Michiru and Mimi was brought into provision. Hotaru is now full legal child of Michiru and Haruka. As for me, Barrett is slowly getting Corel back into shape and I will be heading there as soon as this final thing is all down…

Seta: That’s good.

Tifa: (looks them up and down) And now, I think we need to get you three into appropriate dress…

Anna: Dress?

Tifa: Well, it is a traditional Chinese wedding! Gotta look the part!

(Tifa doesn’t even listen to a protest and drags the two girls inside heaven. Seta thinks he’s got away with it, but soon finds himself on the receiving end of an Andy evil smirk, and decides not to go into kung-fu mode and rather face going into a tux or some equivillent one more time…)

*   *   *   *

(Inside 8th Heaven, we can’t see where the three detectives are, but Meiri is there with Madoka, and looking nervous.)

Meiri: I can’t believe this is happening…what if it’s too soon after what everything happened…

Madoka: It’s O.K. All the unpleasantness has left, and life may return to normal. This is your day my dear, so go enjoy it.

(Meiri nods as we can hear three voices with different thoughts on what they are wearing…)

Seta: (OS) It’s certainly not what I expected, but I guess for what I’m about to do, it’s great.

Tifa: (OS) Good, don’t want to anger the gods you know?

Anna: (OS) Um…are you sure this is me? 

Tifa: (OS) Why not? It’s suits you perfectly! Besides, it was the best way to get you out of dressing in a Chinese dress so that the author could drool over you…

(Said author is currently gagged and has a crossbow to his head…)

Anna: (OS) Well, I researched on it, so I should be O.K…still nervous though…

Kano: (OS) And what about me? I can’t believe what I’m doing!

Tifa: (OS) Hey, you received this special honour for what you did to help everyone. We felt there is no-one else more deserving of this honour.

Kano: (OS) Well…thank you!

(We still can’t see what they are doing, but let’s fast forward a bit shall we?)

*   *   *   *

Ling: Oh, it’s fabulous!

(Shot of Meiri, who looks stunning in a selection of red robes and a headdress consisting of a tiara with a red veil on a red gown. Ling, Tifa, Madoka and Akiko are all there and admiring.)

Madoka: Tsing won’t know what hit him.

(Suddenly, there is a knock on the door, as Tifa smiles.)

Tifa: O.K girl, time to get ready!

(Shot of outside, where someone has prepared a sedan box for Meiri. She hugs each of the ladies before entering the box, as we can see outside a parade is just starting. The box has already made it’s way through the streets, and we can see the driver, dresses in red and black priest like robes, has a smile on her face as well.)

Anna: Will the lucky bride please step forward?

(Yep, Anna is the priest. Meiri gives one more goodbye hug before heading into the box, where she will be transported to where the wedding will be held, at City Hall. Let’s cut there to see how Ah-Tsing is faring…)

*   *   *   *

Ah-Tsing: I CAN’T DO THIS!!!


Seta: I can’t restrain him!

Andy: Geez…and I thought I’d stop all the physical work after I took this job…

Mai: Now now, it’s not like we’re getting married right Andy-chan?

(Andy blushes slighty as the brother of the killer, Ryo, makes his way up to them.)

Ryo: I must thank you for letting me come here after all that has happened.

Michiru: That is not a problem. Nothing was your fault, and we don’t want to hold grudges on such a happy day…

Haruka: …though we may need to administer anaesthesia before we can calm Tsing down at the moment…

Kano: (emerging) Well, are we ready?

Andy: (smiles) Ready as I’ll ever be.

Mai: And don’t you dare touch her Andy-chan!

(Andy sweatdrops…)

*   *   *   *

(Outside City Hall, we can see the doors are closed as Anna and Meiri arrive. The sounds of bugle and cymbal music still ring in the ears of the two young ladies. A selection of people are outside in a line as Anna makes her way out. Meiri still remains in the box as Anna reaches the doors…)

Anna: (shouting) Will the groom accept the bride?

(The door opens, and we see Seta Noriyasu! No…don’t worry, he’s not the groom, he is just leading Meiri inside. We see Seta make his way to the sedan box, flip open the curtain, and lead Meiri inside, with Anna trailing behind them.)

(Inside, most of the people in the town, along with relatives and friends from the bride and groom (Shel gives Meiri a wave as she continues on.) Mokuba is crying whilst Seto looks indifferent. Ruru has a picture of her deceased friend watching on. Hotaru and Hayama have very different looks watching it, as they are ready to do something… (one excited, one bored, no prizes for guessing which one) as Haruka and Michiru watch over them, Haruka shaking her head, Michiru chuckling, all the while Setsuna is watching from the back. Ryo and Mai also stand at the back, watching the drama unfold. Akiko, Ryonnusuke and Kusaku are in the front row with Tifa and Bulleta, whilst Link keeps a watchful eye outside. The two remaining others linked with the Tachikawas, Nuriko and Guile are still there, as Madoka smiles watching Nuriko’s cry. Duo Maxwell and Bunnie Rabbot are on the left side of the front row. And right at the very back, Sam Lockheart, Jim Slica and Tom Greenville are there.)

(Finally, the council chambers flare up. There are two seats awaiting these two ‘elders’. The first is Mayor Andy Bogard waiting in his news seat of power. The other…is the heroine of the town, Kano Miyazawa. As Meiri enters, Andy and Kano take their places at the ceremonial table, where Ah-Tsing is just gawking at his bride to be.)

(Anna now takes her place at the table, covered in red table cloth and has burning incense sticks in a pot. Seta smiles and takes his seat to watch the drama unfold.)

(Ah-Tsing gulps as Meiri approaches him. They link hand in hand as Anna begins.)

Anna: To the bride and groom, I must ask you three things. Firstly, do you promise to be together for the elders? (indicating Kano and Andy)

(The two nod)

Anna: Secondly, do you promise to be together for the heavens?

(Again, they nod.)

Anna: And finally, do you promise to be together for each other?

(A final firm nod ends this. Anna nods as the next stage begins.)

(Hotaru and Hayama enter with a tray of ceremonial tea. A few ‘awws’ at the cute youngsters, despite Hayama looking disinterested. They offer the tea to the bride and groom to be, firstly, Ah-Tsing offers tea to Kano, the female elder, whilst Meiri offers tea to the male elder, Andy.)

(After drinking their fill, Kano nods in approval. Andy however shakes his head in disapproval in a small joke…and then get smacked by Ling and Mai. This relieves a bit of the tension and nervousness as a few laughs are scene as Andy rubs his bruised head.)

(After the little banter is over, Hotaru offers a small jug of rice wine to the bride and groom. In unison, Ah-Tsing and Meiri serve each other by each helping each other drink the small cup of wine.)

(At this point, Anna leaves her spot and moves to where Seta is.)

Anna: Now, I order you to release the fireworks to announce the completion of the ceremony uniting each of them.

(We see Ah-Tsing now clutching his bracelet, now complete with jewel as Seta is ‘ordered’ outside. The fireworks outside explode as Anna only has one line left.)

Anna: You may kiss the bride.

(Ah-Tsing is allowed to lift the veil of Meiri’s face, and exchange a kiss with their jade bracelets. The cheers in the crowd erupt almost as loudly as the fireworks….)

*   *   *   *

(The next scene we see is at the Ka’ioh mansion, now rebuilt, as an outdoor feast has been prepared. Many tables have been set on the lawn, as guests and townspeople are invited to a 12 course Chinese banquet. Andy, the mayor, helps cut the golden roast suckling pig and share it out with the community as a sign of thanks.)

(But before they wine and dine, they all sit as one important piece of business still has to be completed, as Sam Lockheart stands up at the head table, consisting of Andy, Meiri, Ah-Tsing, Michiru, Anna, Seta, Kano and himself.)

Sam: Now, I know that over the last two months, this town has had more to contemplate that most big cities. But today shows that everything has been laid to rest. So first of all, I’d like to congratulate Seta Noriyasu and Anna Respighi who came far enough to call themselves good detectives and help out with today’s ceremony.

(A good round of applause for the 3rd place detective and runner-up as Michiru now stands up.)

Michiru: On that note, I suggest a small moment of silence for those who departed because of what happened here.

(There is, as we flashback to the graves of Mimi Tachikawa, Excel Excel and Hibiki Amawa, and also at a memorial obelisk at the town centre for the 7 investigators who died.)

(As the solemn atmosphere finishes, Sam pulls something out of his pocket.)

Sam: Now to the finale. Kano Miyazawa, as a reward for catching the killer, I have here a cheque for £100,000 British pounds, and also another surprise, as Mr. Homer out there was given a special option because of his work in another rival series, and he’s decided to use it on you.

(Kano smiles brightly, and is awarded the cheque, and a golden ticket. What is says on the front is ‘For 5 years time: HAWAII.’)

Sam: Now, would you like to say a few words?

(Kano stands up, embarrassed, but smiles.)

Kano: I know how tough this has been, not just for us, but for everyone out here gathered today. I will say that I would like to thank Anna and Seta, for not letting us get carried away for victory, and hope we can remain friends…to Sam Lockheart, for helping us all the way to catch the killer. And thanks to all of you, who nominated me for such an honour on such a prestigious day. Thank you very much!

Akiko: I think that note sums it up! A toast to Miss Miyazawa, and to the future of Ah-Tsing and Meiri!

Tifa: Cheers!

All: Cheers!

(A final standing ovation caps the celebration as the night is still young…)

(Shots of the night, as the detectives and townsfolk drink the night away (O.K, in the younger case, soda). Shots of people dancing, eating and passing out…)

*   *   *   *

HINATA INN

Naru: See, now why can’t you be as resourceful as Seta-san?

Keitaro: But he didn’t win!

Naru: Better chance than you at any of these things!

Keitaro: Hey!

(Keitaro pouts as he crosses his leg, but of course, he slips and tackles Naru…no prizes for guessing where his face is…)

Kitsune: Yosha! Keitaro is so bold!

Shinobu: S-s-sempai…(runs off)…KYAAAAHHHH!

Su: Is Keitaro eating her?

Motoko: URASSSHIMMMA!

Keitaro: Not agaINNNN…..

(A combined kendo blast and Naru iron fist sends Keitaro to oblivion as Haruka watches on…)

Haruka: Yare yare…

*   *   *   *

HOKKAIDO, 5000

Ichino: How did you get to see this anyway?

Akari: Must have been a special connection or something…

Kris: Well, we know the only real special connection around here is…

Ichino: I heard that!

(Kris and Ichino do the Tenchi Muyo eyespark as Akari sweatdrops, before returning to the TV)

Akari: Still…Anna was unlucky not to win…but she looks so cute in that priest garb.

(Hearing that, Kris and Ichino (mainly Kris though) turn and give Akari a surprised stare…)

Akari: Huh, what?

Kris: AKAAARRRRIII…NNOOOOO!

(Kris runs out of the house via Gyubei as Ichino and Akari sweatdrop…)

Ichino: She needs a few rocks in her head to fill that empty space…

*   *   *   *

MIYAZAWA HOUSE

Yukino: NOT FAIR! WHY IS KANO GETTING MORE ATTENTION THAN ME?

Tsukino: Now now big sister, you should be happy for her! We’ve finally got a real winner in the family…

Yukino: (pissed) Tsu-kin-ooooooooooooo!!!

Miyako: (mother) Well, I’m so proud of our little girl! At least she showcase her mind for good and useful purposes…

Yukino: Oh mother, is all the family against me?

Hiroyuki: (father) Well, it’s just so great to see our precious daughter come back with true elegance and grace…and I suppose that money helps as well…

(The three woman sweatdrop…)

Yukino: Grrrr…(but in the corner of her eye, we see her smiles fondly as she whispers ‘Good on ya lil’ sis.)

Tsukino: What was that?

Yukino: Erm…nothing.

*   *   *   *

FINALLY…

(At the Investigator’s memorial, we see 9 people dressed in white, eating roast pig slices as a tribute to them. Ghosts…well…close…)

Junpei: Hey, Misao, can I have your slice?

Misao: (smiles) Sure!

Bean: (grumbling) Awwwww, Misao-chan! Why?

Misao: Because he wasn’t in the game long, he needs some respite…

(Junpei sweatdrops as Asuka moans about her clothing of choice…)

Asuka: Why are we decked out in white? This is SO not my colour…ugh! Can’t someone do something?!

Leon: Just eat Asuka.

Yamazaki: You know…white clothes….

Videl: (putting him in a headlock) Sorry Kano, but I guess I’m taking over your duties.

Inez: The origin of the ghost theory is rather interesting if you will let me explain…

(As they don’t let her explain, we see that Kikuchi hasn’t eaten anything. In fact, he’s turned away from the group as Bean notices this.)

Bean: Hey Kuch’, you eating that?

(Bean then notices something strange. Water on the floor? This catches Misao and Asuka’s attention as we can see Kikuchi speaking quietly…and…)

Kikuchi: (crying slightly) I’m…so proud of you Kano…you…did…it…(begins crying a bit more…and gets noticed as he turns slightly…)

Asuka: (shocked) Oh.

Bean: (laughing) My.

Junpei: (Stunned) God!

Misao: (awestuck) No…

Leon: (snickering) …way…

Inez: (white faced)…do I…

Yamazaki: (chuckling) …believe…

Videl: (amazed) …this?

ALL: AWWWWW….KIKUCHI’S CRYING!

(Kikuchi immediately stops.)

Kikuchi: Did not!

(The dead investigators tease the poor heck out of Kikuchi, as we finally lay them to rest…)

CASE CLOSED

*   *   *   *

And with that, we are done!

Yes, that is the end of the Murder Game (though thoughts of the three remaining detectives can be checked out by looking at Inside HQ, and if you click the next, you can see how the game was done at various instances.), and it’s been a long tiring ride, but well worth it. 

I will say I consider this my best reality fic, because I had to really go through every stone and work out every little nook and cranny to make sure I got a proper ending, one which works out to link with the killer and such. Next chapter, I’ll explain about the suspects and the choice of Yuri as the killer.

But here, it’s time to learn about our 12 detectives, why I chose them, and why Kano ended up as the surprise winner.

 Junpei: I think unfortunately, there is always someone which you have to use as ‘cannon fodder’ and Junpei just was that person. Didn’t really help that I didn’t know too much about Frontier (not aired in the UK) but it was the case that I needed to get rid of someone early without feeling too guilty about it. Sorry to all DF fans out there.

Inez: A Nadesico rep isn’t unusual in any of my fics, so Inez’ early elimination surprised a few people. Well, Inez rocks, but simply put, her ways could get annoying early, and unlike Yamazaki, she doesn’t have a real personality other than explaining things (until the end of the series which I won’t spoil). Inez elimination sparked of course the fact that ‘you double-cross a friend’, I get you back theory as Yamazaki eliminated her after she eliminated buddy Junpei. 

Leon: BGC2040 seems to be my and mine alone in terms of using the characters. BGC2040 has a great array of characters, including Leon, who is the man. He has a gruff attitude, yet is quite caring. Unfortunately, he didn’t really click with anyone other than Videl because in his own words ‘I’m no good with talking to anyone other than cops.’ The way I wrote him may not have seemed it, but he is a good man, but he sees things as black and white, hence not seeing the good man inside that Bean really is.

Asuka: Heh heh. Asuka was the bitch of the show. Everyone loved to hate her. She began to obsess about winning the game, and not realise the moves she was making. Don’t get me wrong, I love Asuka, gotta love the bitchy red heads, but there is always going to be one person who gets up everyone’s goat. In MG, it was Richard. In MITX, it appeared to be Kristen (though you can argue Jeff as well). In the UK Survivor, Eve. Even in the Moles that I’ve seen you had Alavia and Patrick in the US Mole 2. So Asuka was the person designed to piss everyone off. Ironically, she was a good detective when she wanted to be, but she couldn’t see what other people could do. Videl’s doublecross kinda said ‘You can dish it, but you can’t take it.’

Yamazaki: My biggest mistake. Why? I never realised how much you guys love Yama-kun. He rules. No mistake about that, and if you guys had your way, he be winning this game, not Kano. But his earlier than expected elimination was because of  2 things. 1) CCS’ winning reality shows or doing really well in them is, how shall I say, not too uncommon. They’ve won 3 to my knowledge (Sakura - AS3, Rika - Animole and Meiling/Syaoran - AMR), and have been entered in almost every form of reality show (not to mention Tomoyo being the Mole) at one stage or another. Yamazaki was the comic relief, but he had a good brain on him. But that lead to the second problem. I was getting tired coming up with lies for him, and had to take him out sooner than later. I decided with sooner because it led to Kano pretty much winning them all over. Sorry everyone!

Videl: I won’t say DBZ is my favourite, but Videl at least brought some amusement to me. Not invincible, cheeky, funny and knows how to make a Super Saiyan blush, Videl’s cop experience would work invaluable. However, she made the wrong allies and the right enemies. Bean and Videl were never going to get along, no matter what anyone says, and it was a mistake to let Misao’s innocence get to her and eliminate Asuka rather than Bean, though it may have led to her getting eliminated at the same time anyway with the amount of mistrust there was in the game. I would say that she and Yamazaki were the favourite character to start with, because they had the biggest fanbases, but it seems everyone now loved Kare Kano and Battle Athletes…^_^

Bean: I toyed with the idea of making him survive a ton of KG and go to the final four instead of Misao, but in the end, the whole Anna betrayal idea was too good to pass up and let Bean go early and Kikuchi try and take revenge. Riding Bean is a nice little OVA which basically adults up Gunsmith Cats and talks about the things that they don’t use in GS (like child prostitution). I believe the manga is different and Bean does play a more bad guy role in it, but I need to really read that. Two things I needed to really establish to get him character wise to those unfamiliar with him were a) his huge size and strength and b) he hates seeing kids hurt. He has a soft spot for them (as demonstrated in the OVA) hence the whole Bean/Misao team up and even with Junpei and Yamazaki earlier on. Shame he didn’t become my Andy Weaver…

Kikuchi: Ah, G.T.O. One of my fave series, an awesome manga and the anime not bad either, Onizuka is only beating by Spike from CB as ultimate male lead (and both played by same dub VA as well). Kikuchi is the first student Onizuka converts, the genius hacker. He sees things getting back to what they used to, and his character is pretty much as a calm collective young man. He always thinks one step ahead and this is how he was playing in the game (unfortunately, Seta was thinking TWO steps). The good thing is that he pretty much gave Kano the game from the start, and the fact that the first alliance (K ‘n’ K) led to victory for one of them. Kikuchi was unlucky, but I think he can be proud of himself.

Misao: The trademark cute little girl. Cue the groans of the crowd. Seriously…I was wondering if it was just Misao was unpopular or people thought ‘another little girl to win.’ Either way, the fact that so many wanted her gone at one stage surprised me, and this led to if I should swap Bean and Misao round in elimination. I stuck with it, realising that whilst plenty wanted her to go, others loved her. (Some even wanted her to eliminate Seta, which she nearly did…but no luck.) Misao’s role in the story was the same in the anime, starts off nervous, but grows to become strong and brave. She’s a smart girl (100% in her exams) and as Misa, she’s is so funny. The torture scene I think turned people around and saw what a real character she was, and I think at least, I succeeded in that respect. She was never going to win, I had decided my final three when I started, though I debated about the winner long and hard…see below.

Seta: Well, well. Seta wasn’t a Tracey, but he really was sneaky in playing the game. He knew one step ahead when things were going into, he didn’t blindly make promises and knew how to make and break alliances. Shame he screwed up in the quiz. ^_^. Seta’s entry was one of being the real adult that acted like a kid half the time, and also proved to be handy for comic relief when Yamazaki went. I decided to take this in manga canon more than anime (i.e. he and Haruka) and Seta’s role in the story seemed to focus on partnering Anna and dissolving her and Misao together. (Seta votes for Misao every time she’s up for nomination for example) Despite this, he was the father figure, and as unpredictable as he is, he was a lot of fun to me. I think almost every LH character has been used now…except the dynamic duo Su and Sarah. (Brain begins to think…)

Anna: Heh heh, also known as the ‘heh heh, I fooled you’ character. In the last line of votes for the quiz, everyone but one person thought Anna was going to win. Was this because of her skill, or because ‘Chris is an Anna fanboy?’ Either way, this is one of my classic tricks, get a character I like far, and then eliminate them at the end. (Case in point: AAVGS2 - Ami, Ukyo AND Shinobu. ANIMOLE - Duplica, Chiriko, Akari.) Anna is, like all the characters in BAV, unique. Sure, she’s a cute blunette, but with a dark history, which I must admit surprised me when I saw that episode, it gave her more character than other shy bluenettes and most characters in general, and her friendship with Akari and even Tanya (the only girl that can calm her down…^_^) was sweet, and the final episode brought me some nasty shoujo-ai ideas…

Ahem. Anyway, Anna’s was simply the golden girl. Smart, fun, athletic and cute. She could have lost because she was a threat (survived 2 killers games) or she would walk the thing. Ironically…neither happened. That’s because…

Kano: Is it me or is Kare Kano quickly becoming the most popular anime around in usage? In the two polls in Animole and MG, the KK character was number one (Yukino as host in AM, and Kano this time.) and Yukino ruled in Anime-mazing Race, (which I believe started the KK fandom) which I joked that I didn’t have a clue about Frontier, but knew Kare Kano, whereas for most people it would be the other way round.

Ah yes, Kano. Why her? I was always struggling between Kano, Anna and Seta. I eventually dismissed Seta because LH had already won once (Mole 2: Anime Edition). So it was down to Anna and Kano, and I guess Anna was eliminated simply because I was afraid of people thinking I was biased. I did at one point pick her to win, but changed my mind to Kano. And why not? Kano is the real smart girl of the Miyazawas, she doesn’t study to Yukino’s end to become the top for praise, but her knowledge in reading helps her get ahead of the pack. She’s a little tomboy, very genki and oh so adorable at times. Kare Kano is my favourite anime that I got on DVD in 2003, and I might be sending 3 DVD’s of it to the winner of either competition. She’s also voiced in English by Megan Mollingshead, which as you know if you read Animole, also voices Duplica, my favourite minor character of pokemon. (Of interest, she also voices many Jenny’s and Joys, as well as Suzie, Cassidy and Mai Valentine of Yu-Gi-Oh.)

Which leads of course to the winners of the quizzes…

In the final quiz, Artful, Little Serenity and Joe Klemm were the final three. And who won what?

Final scores of final quiz:

Little Serenity - 29 out of 50 - she got the killer right and gave a lot of right observations, but unfortunately didn’t rely on the killer clues and because of that dropped a lot of points. 

Artful - 31 out of 50 - Very similar to Serenity, except he did link with as much evidence as he could…unfortunately, a lot of it was wrong. (As I will explain)

So the winner…the clear winner…

Joe Klemm - 42 out of 50 - Brilliant final essay, as he got almost all the killer clues spot on and how the crime was commited. Not perfect, but damn close. 

So congratulation to Joe Klemm who wins the automatic prize of 3 DVDs of his choice from a list I sent earlier (I will resend it). In the runner-up slot (overall score), Joe Klemm again came out on top but he can’t win both (sorry!) so second place Little Serenity takes the runner-up prize of a choice from 3 series. Sorry Artful-sempai, you may kill me now. : )

Anyway, that is it. I hope you all enjoyed MG, and I hope to see all of you and more for MG2. For now…one more time…

SUSPECT EVERYONE AND TRUST NO-ONE! OFF YOU GO!

MURDER GAME - FINAL THOUGHTS (DETECTIVES)

Welcome to the finale of the MG, where these final thoughts suggestions will explain not only the reactions of being inside the house with our three detectives, but also brings us to the thoughts of our suspects and our killer, and how they were able to get into character (because it was, of course, a game, NOT real…). 

Here, we look at the thoughts of Seta, Anna and our winner, Kano. How they felt inside the house, and their reactions to the finale…

*   *   *   *

Chromus VO: For nearly 3 weeks, 3 people started along with 9 others on the trail of a killer. Tracking the scent for this time, they had to face each other in a final twisted killer’s game to decide who would win…

Sam: Kano, you have won the killer’s game. Congratulations!

(Kano pumps her fist in the air as Anna and Seta applaud. Soon, others are joining in and congratulating Kano in ending this horror.)

Chromus VO: This turned out to be Kano Miyazawa, the winner of £100,000, and successfully identifying the killer. But was it all bed and roses inside the house? Here, we shall look at the thoughts of our winner and our two runners-up, and see what they thought and felt inside there…

*   *   *   *

(KANO MIYAZAWA - WINNER - KARE KANO)

Kano: Well…I must say I’m quite amazed that I won the game. Initially when I entered this, it was just a way to get away from my big sister…*chuckles*…but seriously, as the game went on, I honestly began to slowly believe that I could win this…and guess what, I did!

(ANNA RESPIGHI - RUNNER UP - BATTLE ATHLETES VICTORY)

Anna: I’m not disappointed to be the runner up, I got so far, and with worthy people. I’ll take second place to someone like Kano any day of the week.

(SETA NORIYASU - 3RD PLACE - LOVE HINA)

Seta: I think that the end, when I realised what was happening, I felt embarrassed. I mean, Anna and Kano’s combined ages are the same age as me, and yet I couldn’t even get half of their scores on the final quiz…*chuckles*…kinda embarrassing. But in the end, I think Kano deserved it…so I’ve got no problems with it.

(Chromus VO: It all started back when the three of them went for training school, and the original 12 detectives met for the first time. First impressions were made, smiles were introduced, and abilities were shone…some more so than others…)

Kano: The training was not something I enjoyed, as at least the physical part I was no good at. It got better for me later on, but seeing some of the others do the stuff that they could do, like Bean and Seta, and Anna…it kinda scared me that I’ve got to go against any of these…

Seta: I knew that despite being the oldest there I was in good shape, and wanted to proved it at the blip test. I did…but I think at that point, until Misao pointed it out, none of us knew what Anna was…

Anna: I guess I was a bit embarrassed that people had to see me like that, it even pointed me out as an early threat, but I guess it’s competitive blood…

(Chromus VO: All three of them were competitive players. Kano being a Miyazawa was competitive by nature, Anna as an athlete was used to competition, and Seta was a determined worker of archaeology. It wasn’t long before the three began to start their own seeds of work.)

Kano: I had hooked up with Kikuchi early on as we got similar interests, and I also had good friends in Anna and Misao when we roomed together, which I hoped would give me a safety net.

(Anna: (blushing) S-sorry…

Kano: Heh, it’s fun embarrassing Anna in the morning, right Misao-chan?

Misao: (smiles) Good morning everyone.

Bean: (puts his hand on Misao’s head) Good to see you up and about kid.)

Chromus VO: The safety net of the sweethearts, not to mention the K ‘n’ K alliance…was it any wonder that Kano didn’t go to a killer’s game? She was not an immediate stand out threat compared to the others, but in the end took it to win it all. Anna on the other hand, was a threat every episode, and it soon came to head early…

Anna: About a week into the game, Asuka nominated me for the killer’s game, and I feared ‘this is Mylandah’ all over again, and I’m going home early.

Chromus: Asuka was a thorn in everyone’s side, and if there is something our three finalists can agree on, it’s how much of a pain in the posterior Asuka was.

(Asuka: Should be good. We get rid of little Wonder Girl and then you get rid of that lug and weak points over. Then I can start trying to get rid of Anna. 

Videl: You haven’t convinced me you know that?

Asuka: True…but last time showed that I should never count my chickens…or something like that. I’m going to hold off for a while, then strike. Misato, beat that strategy.)

Seta: Asuka’s strategy was to go for the jugular. In her head, she thought that everyone would agree with her, to eliminate the strongest, and when that happeneded, she went after the weakest for an easy target. What she didn’t understand was that personality came into play as much as ability. 

Chromus VO: You would have thought after the first killer’s game which Asuka was sent to and survived, she would have learned her lesson. No such luck. After Anna returned from episode 3, Asuka was sure she had luck on her side when Videl was named LI. When Misao was named for the killer’s game in the vote, Asuka was sure the name after it would either be Bean or Anna. She got a shock.

Kano: The game turned on it’s head when Asuka was chosen by Videl to play the killer’s game, as no-one expected it. It was doubly shocking when Asuka was eliminated, and although I think it may have cost Videl the game, she may have been looking for the sanity of the team.

*(Videl: …I think I could be wrong. I never saw the strong points of him, and today showed that there are plenty that he should be proud. He protects who he considering the weak, away from the bullies. So tonight, my vote is for one of those bullies, and I’m nominating Asuka to play the next killer’s game with Misao.)

(Asuka’s eyes literally bug out, utterly astounded that her ‘friend’ nominated her for the killer’s game. She seems ready to try and counter, but the decision is made as Videl sits back down, unable to stare at the German girl in the face. Bean meanwhile is just as surprised, but for all the right reasons. Everyone else is fairly neutral, though you can see a grin crack on Anna…)

Anna: I couldn’t help but smile. I’m not a vindictive person, but I did feel a bit of revenge at least that she was going on. More so that Misao came back.

Chromus: Kano and Anna both have people they were very close with. Kano with Kikuchi, and Anna with Misao.

Kano: I was close with Kikuchi throughout the game. We never betrayed each other, and whilst we may have schemed to try and eliminated people that we knew we had to…I guess plans don’t work out as much as you want to. I guess the girls had a few problems after that, but I’m glad that no-one holds any malice towards it.

Chromus: Was the relationship between the two more than friends?

Kano: *blushes* Not really. We were like really, really good friends. Kikuchi gave me a couple of kisses on the forehead, but it was more of a bond. We are going to continue to be friends, but nothing more, nothing less. I believe he has a girlfriend anyway, and besides, I can always glomp Asaba-kun!

Chromus: Anna and Misao’s closeness was well documented throughout the series, and more so when Bean was eliminated. With no-one to turn to, Anna’s heart felt out towards Misao even more…not helped in the slightest when she had to make a few tough decisions…

Anna: I felt to Misao. She was this 10 year old girl who had this magic ‘curse’ on her, and was nervous from the first minute she entered this thing. I needed to be a big sister to her, and whilst I will admit to not being the most expressive person, she needed to be away from all that stuff, and enjoy her experience.

Chromus: Ironically, Seta, who was the prime contender to try and eliminate Misao, was also pretty close with Anna.

Seta: I felt it weird being in an alliance with a girl half my age…even if she was from the year 4999/5000…but she had intelligence and maturity beyond her years, and I knew if anyone would crack this case, it would be her. It was mutual, but we were definitely friendly, and I could talk to her easily about anything.

Chromus: So what did Anna feel when she and Misao had to play the killer’s game together?

Anna: I was hoping that we’d be together for the final, with either Kano or Seta as the other…admittingly probably Seta…until I realised that he was pretty much now playing for himself…and I got to applaud him for that. I knew that we wouldn’t be in the final and just one of us was…it was really heartbreaking that I actually survived that killer’s game in a way.

Chromus: But Seta wasn’t the only one who was a ‘betrayer’…

Kano: Seta I don’t think really betrayed us when Kikuchi went out the first time…and with Anna, who nominated him, I realised that the game was being played for the first time, and she got to us, before we could get to her. It was a smart move, and when Seta didn’t vote for Anna the following episode, we finally knew we were had. Worst thing was Seta went out with Kikuchi then, and Seta came back.

*   *   *   *

KILLER’S GAME EXPERIENCES/LEAD INVESTIGATOR

Chromus: Kano didn’t get to experience one of these until the very end, whilst Seta played it once and Anna two times. For Seta, the experience was reminiscent to his usual dilly-dolling.

Seta: My time playing the killer’s game was just the usual for me, going through a spooky place and searching in nooks and crannies. 

Chromus: Seta was chosen at a time when no-one wanted to go, the final 5. Seta was chosen by Lead Investigator Misao to play the killer’s game, a decision that Seta wasn’t surprised at.

Seta: (chuckles) It was weird that I wanted to get Misao out, and not because I hated her, and unlike what some people say, not because I felt see needed to go back home, but rather, I felt she could win this. Kids are remarkable these days, that was obvious with her magic. So, I guess she tried to get some revenge…and nearly succeeded…

Chromus: Ironically, when Seta was LI, he actually nominated the other dangerous kid, Yamazaki.

Seta: Yamazaki was similar, but I felt far more dangerous, because he didn’t have the confidence problem that Misao had, and thus was not as big as a stand-out. I felt Misao could be much easier to deal with, so that’s why I went with Yamazaki.

Chromus: Yamazaki’s elimination was a shocker, none more so to his wrestling partner, Kano.

Kano: Yamazaki had told me about his relationship with his girlfriend Chiharu, and it was very sweet. I enjoyed playing his ‘girlfriend’ by the time he was hear, and he was a fun guy. 

(A roundabout gives him the arrow sign to move along, and Seta is heading towards a ferris wheel…)

Seta: So far, so good.

(Cue the electric sparks of the wheel fizzing and banging as Seta is forced to take a couple of step back…)

Seta: When will I learn to keep my big mouth shut?

Seta: The killer’s game I went one wasn’t too bad, until someone came at the end, who turned out to be that girl Yolei. It was weird as I hadn’t expected it, even though Misao and Bean had seen similar things.

Chromus: Whilst Seta’s killer’s game was uneventful, for Anna, the experiences she had were not good ones.

Anna: The first killer’s game I went on, was when Asuka was lead investigator, and she had been onto my case almost since training school, so I wasn’t surprised, but was hoping to stay a bit longer…

Chromus: Anna’s return from the killer’s game though was both a blessing and a curse. It led to the destruction of Asuka, but also the destruction of the sweethearts when Anna went against Kikuchi.

Anna: I guess staying on and with Asuka went, I had a safety net for a while, so when it came down to 6, and Bean was chosen again, I had to choose someone else, I guess it was obvious that I would go for Kikuchi, but I guess Kano didn’t see it that way.

Chromus: Anna’s second killer’s game however had effects on her…

Anna: After surviving the second one, I knew that I had to win for Misao. I knew I could as well…but on the day, Kano was simply better.

(Anna had one stint as Lead Investigator, which led to the break up of the main alliance, but Kano was the only person to be in the chair twice.)

Kano: Being Lead Investigator twice gave me a sense of pride. I knew Kikuchi would always nominate me, but Yamazaki going for me instead of Bean was a nice gesture, and one I appreciated. I hope I can speak to him after this and enjoy more of his tales…*chuckles*…maybe be invited to his wedding in the future…

*   *   *   *

ALLIANCES

Chromus: From episode one, there was one alliance which stuck through thick and thin. The ‘K ‘n’ K’ alliance, Kano and Kikuchi. They clicked after leaving the train for training school, and didn’t stop once. Kikuchi had plans, but none of them involved breaking up with Kano, and indeed vice versa.

Kano: Kikuchi and I ruled the game until the numbers dwindled down. A lot of his notes helped me into winning the game, *chuckles* though me and him had different opinions of the killer. I’m glad I stuck to my guns now!

Chromus: However, whilst Kano’s alliance was well known, Anna’s with Seta was kept under the radar, and it really destroyed the game until when Misao went, especially as Seta was able to easily get into the KK alliance, and manage to convince them he was on their side, and then help finish Kikuchi…even though it nearly cost him as well.

Seta: My alliance with Anna didn’t set waves because we were so discreet with it. We barely shared information and only spoke when necessary. People didn’t notice it because we were an alliance in name, and worked when we could. It fooled a lot of people, and took out Kikuchi amongst others.

Anna: I think when I started the game, I wasn’t sure if I would make an alliance because I was more nervous of people excepting me. It worked, and the alliance helped when I returned from the killer’s game the first time, and Seta wanted me protected so to speak. Quite sweet really…

Chromus: Another alliance that broke into was Anna and Misao, and even Kano as well…

Kano: Anna, Misao and me were close friends, but an alliance between us three never really worked as we were just enjoying being three very different people in different lives. It was a slumber party environment, and I felt that the three of us together would jeopardise things later when the numbers dwindled, which it did.

Anna: I never really had an alliance with Misao, it was just really close ‘girlfriends’ as you may call it. It was nice being with someone younger, as most of my life I’ve been around people my own age, and being with a little sister really broadens your horizons…

FINALE

Chromus: The final of the Murder Game situated the three taking a quiz on how much they knew about the murderer. And it’s a moment Seta will wish to forget…

Seta: I made a fool of myself. I was certain the killer was Tifa. I thought ‘I got this case cracked’. I thought Tifa was the killer mainly because of the materia she used. It could be used in all situations, to protect, to burn, to heal, to destroy. We saw lumps like it at various crime scenes, she had a good motive in protecting Hotaru without being open with it like Yuri and Michiru, and I felt the way she killed was someone only a skilled marksman…or markswoman in this case could do.

(Seta’s big mistake was basing his idea on the facts, rather than the clues. He totally forgot to link the killer clues to Tifa, which lead to the two girls getting the answer correct, although with different clues.)

Anna: I went with Yuri because of the whole ‘protection’ thing. She had been seen threating the family, and the clue with the adoption made her link with Hotaru. I then recalled the photo clue, with the two babies, and I suddenly realised that one could be Hotaru, and one could be Yuri…who is the same age.

Kano: I think Yuri was always someone I thought was the killer, as she was wealthy enough and strong enough to purchase and destroy Eimi. I also noticed the narrative in the haiku links to greek Goddess Athena…who was linked with Yuri. Also, the drivers licence had to be a fake, and the real one was the college ID, with Yuri’s age.

(Clues, evidence and tracks were all linked with their killer, but in the end, learned smarts rather than natural smarts won the day for Miss Miyazawa.)

Kano: I am keeping it for the future, Yukino isn’t seeing a penny and I really hope I could play this game again!

(Don’t worry Kano…you may in a few years time…)

*   *   *   *

Click on to see the suspects profiles, including a small interview with the killer. Amongst other things such as;

How they did the final scene - how Yuri ‘killed’ Hibiki, what was the atmosphere in the off scenes?

That blood…is real! And one person did die! See all how it happened.

Hidden extra - what happened after Yuri met Misao in the killer’s game…probably the worst moment of Yuri’s life…

Other suspects get their say - Michiru and Tifa explain some of their actions (the torture, the drunken scenes) - Meiri and Ah-Tsing genuinely tying the knot, and what did Hotaru REALLY think of Hayama?

And of course…hints for MG2. 

So click away!

MURDER GAME - FINAL THOUGHTS (SUSPECTS)

After all this, we finally get to the last segment, and despite everything, this was a game, and all the suspects were actually acting in their roles. So the decision to choose my killer, the various plots, and plenty of other things that I can’t explain in less than a paragraph goes here. 

So enjoy!

*   *   *   *

Chromus: The Murder Game was brought in as a wrap up series of the Chromus Productions in the reality show. And with the work of the choice of suspects, he was making it as lifelike as possible. However, underneath everything, all the suspects and others were acting. This all started when applying the very first scene in the Murder Game…

(Shot of Mimi Tachikawa in a hall way with a script, along with Michiru Ka’ioh, Andy Bogard and Bunnie Rabbot, as they are rehearsing.)

Chromus: Many of the suspects rehearsed together weeks or months before the game began. Some rehearsed on their own or rather didn’t bother and just went with character (Kaiba, Excel, Akiko, Hayama). 

(Shot of a plane getting down where we see Hotaru Tomoe, Mobuka Kaiba, Ryonnusuke Natsume, Duo Maxwell, and Taruki and Felicity Tachikawa being flown in.)

Chromus: The game had to have extras as well, particularly as many of them would figure in important roles through the game, Duo and Hotaru in particular. Again, they practiced for their roles before many of them met on set for the first time.

(Shot of the set, where Chromus, along with renowned director (well, in his own mind) Cleavon Spielbunk…hey, it cost an arm and a leg this game, we needed to be as cheap as possible…)

Chromus: At this point, nobody, not even Yuri herself, knew of who was the killer. When the plans were laid out with the clues and Yuri was going to play the role as a killer, it shocked her.

Yuri: *laughs* Well, I never expected to be the killer. It’s not in my nature, and it was really hard and really different, but it was fun in a small way as well!

Chromus: Yuri’s role as the killer didn’t change her personality in the game. At the start, she was helpful and genki, but as the game continued, Yuri played the role as sinister to perfection. But a big help to others to made themselves just as suspicious to keep the heat of her, including Akito Hayama and Michiru Ka’ioh.

Michiru: I guess when they told me by the role I was going for, it was just to keep an aura of mystery around me, which fortunately, I don’t have that much of a problem doing. I just worked naturally as much as possible.

Chromus: Various scenes however for all the characters were difficult, and we’ll go through some of them now.

SCENES

Chromus: A lot of the scenes were well worked, and no problems happened. Nuriko, for example, didn’t need much incentive for his crying scene way back in episode 1.

Nuriko: For all purposes, I was remember what happened to my sister Korin for most of the game to keep my tears coming. The scene where I was hugging Anna, I was thinking about her every moment…

Chromus: …the van scene wasn’t done by Yuri, as she actually can’t drive yet. This would be only one of two scenes that Yuri herself wouldn’t/couldn’t participate in, we’ll explain the other one later. So instead, the person inside the van was actually the real Eimi…not the destroyed one (obviously fake) that would take an impact on the story.

Eimi: And I’m so going to kill the creator for all that abuse that ‘I’ had to take…

Chromus: (sweatdropping) Almost any scene with Seto Kaiba was difficult as he really went into character, intimidating many of our detectives. And Hayama’s…erm…feeling was whilst part of his character, not exactly condoned (though brought a few humorous moments on and off set…)…

Yuri: Excel was one of the people that genuinely didn’t seem to get what she was being told, I’m pretty positive that they managed to technologically feed her lines what she had to say…

Chromus: More on Excel in a bit, as she was part of the second scene Yuri didn’t participate in. Anyway, one of the more complex roles was of Hibiki Amawa, considering the role he had to play.

Hibiki: It was really hard for me, not for the role to play, but for the implications it had on me. I almost refused, but in the end, I had to keep reminding myself this is a play, an act, and just had to convey my approach rather than believe in it. It was quite hard…very hard really…

Chromus: Bulleta wasn’t quite as difficult as Excel, but she frightened a few suspects. Despite this, Bulleta genuinely knew what to do…kind of.

Bulleta: It was not too difficult to get into character and work the script, and it was kind of fun! And anyone who disagreed with me, got castrated. Simple, ne?

Chromus: ……In any case, Yuri has to be careful when she did a killer spy, such as the one at the graveyard, as she couldn’t let herself be caught. Fortunately, the detectives never really investigated the areas when she had to do her thing, and she was always in camouflage anyway.

Yuri: I was always on stand-by, where the author would give me the instructions. This was very important, especially when I had to embark on the killer’s game.

Chromus: More on the killer games later. Now for some of the bigger scenes in the game. At various times, some suspects had to use their abilities…

Guile: I’m not into using my attacks on others without a reason, and even though it was acting, using a sonic boom on some detectives wasn’t really a principle I had in mind.

Tifa: The amount of times I had to use my materia verged on ridiculous, especially as I wasn’t really using it for destroying mecha or monsters, just for other purposes.

Michiru: Haruka, Hotaru and myself were kind of expecting to use our powers at one time or another, although it was weird the time when we all had to do so.

Chromus: Yes, we are referring to the scene which shocked a nation…well, not really but close enough for me. When Haruka had to kidnap someone, she got instructions on what to do.

*FLASHBACK*

(Shot of Chromus in the back of the woods giving instructions to Haruka.)

Chromus: O.K…we don’t know who has been kidnapped, so in case it’s someone you can’t deal with…

Haruka: You mean that big guy?

Chromus: Let’s just say you may need more than a cloth of chloroform to deal with him.

Chromus: We even had a mini van cart to attach to the motorcycle in case it was Bean, which we did expect it. So you can imagine our surprise, and even a sigh of relief, when Misao was the one they nominated.

Haruka: Misao was much easier to deal with. It was what happened after which we felt was a bit…much.

Chromus: I would say that this was Speilbunk’s idea…but it wasn’t. We were going to do the torture no matter who it was, but we had different ideas where it was a man or a woman. We didn’t think an elephant could make Bean tap, so it was difficult to think of anything for him other than rapidly using their scout attacks, but in retrospect, what we did to Misao may have been much worse…

Michiru: I felt it was a bit much, but as Chromus did point out, we needed to hammer the point that this was more than a game, and that I had to act suspicious, to raise my profile, knowing I was one of 3 people that was going to be in the end.

Chromus: Apologies to everyone who felt that scene was a bit much, but it was needed to hammer the point across. Michiru and Haruka would then go out to enjoy a blast on Bean anyway, and Hotaru got to show off as Sailor Saturn as well. Not long before this as well, they were a few other big scenes, including Tifa’s drunken escapades.

Tifa: *chuckles* I had fun with that scene. For most of the game, I’d been practicing with Madoka, a trained actress, in most of our scenes, and Tsing added to that so that we could get into character. Now, I’ve seen enough drunks in my life to know how to act like one, which helped when we had to get Tsing into a drunk character, so during the warehouse scene, it wasn’t hard to slur words, get angry…

Chromus: …and Tifa, a martial arts expert, had no problems with the stunt as well.

Tifa: Are you kidding? That was a hoot, it didn’t hurt because I hit the boxes dead centre, and considering this was the first time I was really slowly getting into the mix of the game, I had to make it count. I think I did.

Chromus: Another scene which included quite a bit of improv was the festival scenes. Anna and Misao had been invited by Yuri, and whilst not scripted, the idea was actually Hotaru’s to help scupper the girls.

Hotaru: Originally, it was just the two trying to avoid eye contact, but knowing how close I was with Anna, I asked if I could work with them, so that it would be more difficult to see them relay information. Mr. Chromus said that was a good idea, and it worked, as I also got to know Misao, which was important for that kidnap scene later…

Chromus: Hotaru’s cuteness overload really helped in that scene and did make problems for the girls. But the scenes that really had to be problematic all involved our killer…

THE MURDERS (VICTIMS)

Chromus: As Yuri had to commit these crimes legit (obviously not real, but she had to be there so it was proved that she did them), the first attack was the hardest…ironically, she would only two do murders, as the one with Excel was a bit different and we’d get to that…but first, Mimi.

Mimi: It was weird that they suggested me for this role, and to be frank, it spooked me a fair bit, but it was O.K, as I knew it was just a role, I wasn’t going to die, I wasn’t going to get hurt, and in a way, the whole act revolved around me so it was all good in the end!

Chromus: Er…quite. Anyway, the attack took place in three shots, in link the killer’s video. As we had to do this in time continuity, we couldn’t retake, so the way we did was that Yuri, a skilled martial artist in real life, would hit the areas with the screwdriver…but instead of hitting Mimi, blood capsules were used.

(A slow motion shot of the stab to the skull reveals that Yuri swerves the (blunt) screwdriver and the side of her fist hits the skull, where the blood capsule is.)

Chromus: A little note about the blood as well, it was all real…but don’t worry, it came from a realiable and recycleable source…

(Off-screen someone coughs…)

Hyatt: Chromus-sempai, is that enough?

(Chromus looks at the bucket of blood that his beautiful assistant has helped to get him…that of course being Excel’s partner in un-crime, the beautiful Puchuu princess, Hyatt.)

Chromus: Thank you Hatchan, that works. Keep up the good work!

Hyatt: Hai, thank y--*coughs*

NOTE: That scene is dedicated to Star Otaku via her suggestion. As people who I speak to (usually Star and Arpulver) have found out, I am a horrible impersonator. J But Star beat me completely with a dead on Omi Minami style Hyatt during one of our conversations which had me in stitches, so that was the inspiration for that scene. Oh, and do you know who else Minami plays? Ruri-ruri from Nadesico. J

Chromus: So the Mimi death was done. But what about Hibiki? Well, this was thanks to some good slight of hand from the cross-dresser.

(As Hibiki is preparing for the scene, we can see he’s holding a piece of an arrow end in his hand.)

(Cut to Yuri aiming at him with the crossbow, but instead, it’s a piece of chalk, not an arrow. She fires…)

(…Hibiki gets hit. As he puts his hand to his face, he sticks the arrow end to his head, even with a small blood mark. He then does his scene as he’s confused to why an arrow is stuck in his head, before collapsing, ‘dead’.)

Chromus: It was simple really. However, the way we plotted Excel, we couldn’t do the same things, because she wouldn’t be able to hold down the job like the others. So we had to do something drastic…

*   *   *   *

(Now here’s the shocker. One of the victims actually does get killed…Excel. However, Yuri didn’t obviously want to participate in a real murder…even though Chromus explained the situation to her a million times. So in the end, a stunt double was used.)

Chromus: And why am I the stunt double again?

(Once again, I reiterate my use of now using the obvious choice because using her in the same context as the Murder Game for me is just wrong…but anyway…)

Chromus: Yep, I had to do that scene myself. As it was disguise based anyway, and the cops knew what was happening (though I neglected to mention that Excel was actually going to die), I had to make myself through the scene ‘firing’ at the cops…with the real loaded gun in my pocket to pick off Excel.

Will-chan: Is she done yet?

Chromus: O.K…now!

*ping*

(Shot as Excel’s soul is being sent into heaven…and right into the waiting arms of the Great Will of the Macrocosm.) 

Chromus: So, she’ll be on a delayed timer?

Will-chan: Yes, for purposes of the storyline, her body will remain dead for 24 hrs and then her soul popped in.

Chromus: Then we’ll ship her back to F prefecture and she can go back to chasing Menchi.

Hotaru: Awww…can’t we keep her?

(Shot of Hotaru, Mokuba and Ryonusuke fussing over Menchi, who seems to be having the time of her life away from her cruel master.)

Chromus: My heart says yes, but the storyline says so. Sorry kids…

(The kids looks disappointed, Menchi looks scared…)

24 hrs later…

Excel: WHY DIDN’T THEY TELL ME?!

Il Phallazzo: Quite Excel. (pull)

Excel: WAHHH…STRAIGHT AWAY?!!!

*   *   *   *

MURDERS (CONTESTANTS)

Chromus: Yuri did visit each of the contestants that picked the wrong killer game choice. Before the choices were made, we always span a wheel to decide where she was going, so we could go set up the killer clue in the other area. Her only role was to not reveal her identity for obvious reasons. All the eliminated contestants were unknown to the identity of the killer even after meeting as we had signed them to a contract to go with their earlier thoughts rather than what they saw here, always posing that Yuri was infact one of the camera workers. This worked almost every time…except one, which we’ll get to…

Yuri: The first victim was Junpei.

(Flashback to the woods and we see Junpei entering the hut. From behind the hut, Yuri is hiding waiting for Junpei to enter.)

Yuri: They had a mic on me in case Junpei did look round the hut instead of following the arrows, but there weren’t any problems with him or any of the others.

(Shot as Yuri sneaked up behind him, and Junpei screams. As soon as it happens, Junpei kneels down scared out of his wits…)

Junpei: Please sir…madam…don’t kill me…

Skuld: Geez kid, it’s just a game!!!

(Shot as Skuld, Urd and Belldandy (on hand in case Hyatt’s soul needs to be popped in), along with Yolei Inoue, Ichino Yanagida, Ukyo Kuonji and Ruri Hoshino all appear. Meet the hidden cast of the Murder Game.)

Urd: Is it me or is this just an excuse for a harem for the author?

Chromus: Er…damn, should have edited that out. Actually, the 4 non-goddess girls did have a role and that was appearing in four of the locations (and actually be a big clue as well, heh, wasn’t just fragrant fanboyism.)

Yuri: Anyway, after we gave Junpei a new pair of shorts, he was sent to the main booth where we gave them the interview that Skuld always sorted out. So, the next episode was the mecha factory, and Inez Fressange. I didn’t freak her out like Junpei but it was still satisfying to see a scream from her. Unfortunately, I didn’t get paid to hear her explanations…

Chromus VO: Most of the killer games went without a hitch. In the third one, Yuri went to the toy factory, and there, a fun moment happened after Leon tried to attack Yuri…

Leon: Argghh…in the name of the l…

*WHACK*

(Shot as Leon collapses via Ukyo’s spatula.)

Skuld: Um…was that necessary?

Ukyo: Did you enjoy it?

Ichino: Yes.

Ruri: He was an idiot so yes.

Urd: Yes.

Skuld: Well…kinda.

Yolei: Yep.

(Belldandy just smiles.)

Ukyo: I’ll take that as unanimous.

Yuri: Geez…and I’m supposed to be the violent one?

Yuri: Episode 4…that was Asuka. That was fun, because seeing her spooked was a highlight.

Chromus: Ukyo was the first to play clue-girl as she headed to her made restaurant, as the other girls got ready for a mean practical joke…

ASUKA

(Entering a room, which appears to be a kitchen. Her torch flashes at a pot boiling. Around the area are what appears to be human parts used for cooking. Asuka feels a bit sick…)

Asuka: This is sicker than any Angel battle…

(She looks in the pot, which has a blood ridden X inside it. Yuri creeps up from behind…)

Asuka: Arrows here….but why here….GAAAHAAHAHHAHAHAHHH!

(As soon as she screams, Yolei peeps out and takes a photograph using Kari’s camera.)

Yolei: Yes! 

Asuka: Why you little….

Yolei: Er…um…where’s Ukyo?

Ichino: *cracks knuckles* Yosha! My turn now…

Asuka: Why you…

Urd/Skuld: Right right…

(Fortunately, a goddess threat is enough to stop Asuka and Ichino before things do get violent. Yuri is still relieved that no-one tried to find out her identity.)

Yuri: Then came Yamazaki, now I knew this would be fun no matter what because I was going to be in the swimming pool to scare him. I had the apparatus and just waited…

Yamazaki: Right at the *splash* centre…

(Yamazaki swims to the centre of the pool…)

(Yuri then emerges at the right moment, just as Yamazaki is going for the clue…)

Yamazaki: NO WAYAYY…

Yuri: (laughs) The worst thing was after we got ourselves out…he caught us into his trap!

(flashback)

Yamazaki: …and so the local baths of Edo period were for cleansing the body and the soul in ritual harmony. It’s still used in religious practices in all corners of the world…

Skuld: But what of holy water?

Yamazaki: Ah, there is a theory on that…

(Good job Chiharu isn’t watching as all the girls are surrounding the lie-master…except Ruri of course, who mutters baka…but has a small smile on her face.)

Yuri: Fortunately, I didn’t reveal myself, even in my soaked clothing…*blushes*…anyway, round 6 and that was Videl at the museum. Kind of fun popping out of a sarcophagus and scaring someone from a show with legions of invincible warriors or something…wouldn’t have minded sparring with Videl even if there was quite a difference in ability.

(Flashback of Yuri literally popping out to scare the heebie jeebies out of Videl.)

Yuri: The next one…after a few episodes we finally had the hard job of eliminating Bean. In real life, it would probably take a goddess to take him out, but they had to settle for little ole me jumping from a construction ball…

Chromus: To be far, it did spook Bean…but he came close to hitting her…and also finding out the identity of the killer…Ichino was on other duty, so it made it hard for Ukyo to restrain him. Fortunately, Belldandy came in and literally made the peace, saving Yuri and restoring the order.

Yuri: Let’s see…then came Kikuchi. Again, like the pool, it was kind of fun, especially as Kikuchi was the first person other than Inez and Yamazaki that really didn’t get spooked…

Ukyo: Need a hand young man?

Kikuchi: Er…yes, and a pill for disappointment?

Ichino: Nah, we used ‘em all on that big guy last episode.

Belldandy: Will a cup of herbal tea be enough?

Kikuchi: (smiles) That would be fine.

(Kikuchi is helped out of the hot spring as Yuri still in disguise, wipes herself down as Kikuchi makes a wry comment…)

Kikuchi: Well, I at least know that the killer is a girl.

(Sure enough, dripping wet, through the dark black clothes, Yuri’s…ahem…and let’s just say unlike Yamazaki, Kikuchi does notice…fortunately, we covered for this by the same excuse that it was really just one of our workers as our killer’s identity had to remain…)

(…at least, until the last killer game.)

Yuri: The last game I went on other than the one where I revealed myself, was when Misao played. And during it, it was a tricky one, because I had to appear from above her, and the lights were flickering on and off. And it was difficult because we had an idea that Misao would be spooked, so as the girls were hiding in an entrance behind the wall and I did my thing…

(A flashback to Misao’s interactive speech…)

(Shot of Misao going to the final area…)

Misao: I knew that the killer was one of the three girls, and when she popped you, I screamed so loudly I couldn’t believe it was my own voice…and then something happened…

Chromus: It wasn’t revealed then…but it is now.

*   *   *   *

(Flashback)

(shot of Misao cringing as Yuri in disguise looks on, the girls are about to exit, but Yuri holds a hand up.)

Yuri: Misao-chan?

(Misao looks up, still crying, as Yuri cleanly removes her mask. Misao initially is scared and tries to scuttle but Yuri catches her…)

(…and cuddles her.)

Yuri: Shhhh…it’s O.K. It’s just a game dearie…I’m sorry I scared you…but it’s what I had to do.

Misao: Yuri-san…

Yuri: I’m just playing as the killer O.K? I haven’t done anything bad…I’m just acting, right?

Misao: (nervously) R-right…

Yuri: See…I’m the same girl that you met at the festival, that’s the real me…ne?

Misao: (wipes her tears) O.K…O.K!

(Round the corner, Ukyo, Ichino and Yolei are all crying (no Ruri, she’s being part of the last killer clue) the goddesses mixed as Skuld pouts, Urd does a ‘aren’t they cute?’ and Belldandy just smiles. They ignore Chromus’ screams of ‘This isn’t in the script!’ as Misao actually learns the identity of the killer..)

Chromus: You should have all followed Misao’s advice when she suggested who the killer was…she was sneaky adding it in, even if she did suspect her beforehand. If you followed what she said in the interactive, you would have got the killer…sneaky little Misa. 

*   *   *   *

FINAL SCENE

Chromus: Yuri had one more major scene to perform, when Kano was victorious in her identifying the killer, the whole electricying scene.

Yuri: We rehearsed it, and times everything. The arrow hitting the rope, the fight between Tifa and me…

Tifa: (OS) I kicked your ass and you know it!

Yuri: (smirking) Only because in the script!

(Tifa laughs off screen)

Yuri: Anyway, the deep submerge stunt was tough as this was a legit tough move to take and I had a protective vest underneath to help withstand it, but it was near impossible to protect my body and as I had one part of the stunt that was near lightning speed to do as soon as it hit me, I had to get it right.

(Shot of Michiru as Sailor Neptune practicing her Deep Submerge attacks on various items in booths as Yuri watches, not liking what she sees…)

Yuri: Before the final episode, I took the Deep Submerge about three times, all of them hurt like hell, and I had to remain semi-conscious so I could open the trapdoor to lead myself out in that final scene…fortunately, I made it.

Tifa: Wa…

(Yuri fires and knocks the materia out of her hand…Yuri grins…)

Yuri: Not this time. It’s been nice playing, but I guess I lied. (clicks gun) I have a few more victims to claim…so long…

(Tifa stands her ground…)

*******: DEEP SUBMERGE!!!!

(Hearing that, Yuri looks around. This gives Tifa the chance to dive and knocks Kano and Meiri out of the way and roll to safety. Yuri screams as a huge ball of water comes through the broken window, hitting her point blank…)

(The water blast is so powerful that it knocks Yuri into another room….)

*CRACK…FIZZLE….*

Tifa: Shit! Outta here! FLOAT!

(Tifa casts another spell, on the three of them. She grabs Kano under one arm and Meiri in another and jumps out of the window…)

Tifa: It was no easy potatoes to do that with two girls with me, even if they were quite light…

Yuri: Hey, this is my gig!

Tifa: (sarcastic) Sorry!

(Yuri bobs her tongue at Tifa before continuing)

Yuri: The Deep Submerge knocked me and propelled me into a room, where around the side there was an effect to create the electricity and a shrivelled burnt skeleton to take the place of me. As soon as I was knocked back…

*   *   *   *

(Shot as Ichino is on standby as we can see that she and Urd are back ready with the trapdoor. Neither girl makes a sound as Yuri is propelled into Urd’s arms, and gently lowers her into the trapdoor. As soon as that happens, Ichino signals for the electricity and the two get back as the explosion like move is enough to give everyone outside the fact that something has happened.)

(Underneath, Chromus is with Yuri)

Chromus: Well done Miss Sakizaki, I believe that was a success.

Yuri: Thank you…but never again. Keep them on Sailor Moon, those things HURT!

Chromus: Indeed. But with that, Yuri had solidified her role as blood thirsty killer who got what she deserved. She was amazing, as were all our suspects…well, O.K, most of them…and they truly made the Murder Game an impact as our detectives did. So, we wait until the inevitable sequel, and do the suspects have as much fun as these did? Only time will tell.

(Shot of Yuri posing with a bloodied screwdriver and a crossbow on her wrist with a sinister smile on her face.)

Yuri: COMING OUT TO PLAY?

NOT UNTIL SUMMER 2004

*   *   *   *

And that ladies and gentlemen is nearly it! One more round of explanations and author’s notes and the chapter will finally be closed on the Murder Game.

Choice of killer: The choice of killer was basically someone I felt would be a surprise. Choosing a game killer was my first objective because of the whole ‘coming out to play’ tag. No such luck next time as all the characters are anime based. It was eventually between Yuri and Tifa as the killer, and I had a feeling that Yuri would work better because people know Tifa can kill (albeit only when necessary) so it would be more shocking if Yuri did.

Plots within the MG were all based on things such as romance, money, revenge, history, and personal battles. These are all common motives for murder. Yuri’s motive was a combination of caring for her friends, family history and personal revenge. This gave her a big incentive to kill, with perhaps only Michiru having the biggest motive.

A lot of the clues involved helped because they revolved around Yuri’s name. The final killer clue I was going to use the Russian Flag as well surrounding the pictures but I had to feel that would have given the game away too much. I wanted to confuse some people even until the very end. All the Hotaru and opposite clues referred to Yuri’s name, rather than say, Michiru’s sexuality.

And I felt I did a good enough job to spook people out, and enjoy the game as much as I did writing it. Hence why this is getting the sequel, and not Animole. Hey, you guys voted for it, I’m doing it!

Speaking of which, cast list for MG2 has been completed. Thank you all for suggestions and because of the ton I got, the suspect list has been increased to 18 from 16, though the detective will remain at 12. Also, I will use a combination of UK Murder Game and US Murder in Town X now in use of the inquiries and stuff. The best example is that I will still do the MG pass or fail system, but when clearing suspects, the detectives will get a MITX style killer question (though alibis can still be found). 

There are going to be plenty more changes until then, but for now, they are a secret.

(Sore wa himetsu desu!)

I’d like to thank you all for making this fic my most productive, and really hope that the same people who played, reviewed and commented on this fic will play for a second time in the Summer when MG2 will begin.

So what for me now? Well…I will return to my Ranma fic, and also begin my next fic, Price of Power. And anyone who liked the blood and gore of MG, stay tuned for PoP…trust me…

And with that, I leave you with some hints about PoP and MG2…thank you once more!

*   *   *   *

Two masterminds of battle, but neither of good heart. One wishes to start a war, another wishes to take over the world. Soon, their minds combine to create a game more powerful than anything you can imagine. And this game will be the death of the participants...as long as they realise what they are insinuating…

Price of Power: Coming soon to Fanfiction net…

(Shot of someone falling of a cliff…)

29 remaining…

*   *   *   *

There are two islands. Promise Island, a land made famous by 12 ordinary girls. But across from the tide, there is an island now dubbed as ‘Deathtrap.’ That is because someone has committed a crime like no other…

*BANG*

There has been a murder at the mansion of the island’s kendo champion, this rich young man has made many enemies, and many suspects, 18 altogether, are seen as prime targets. 

*Shot of 12 people*

Now 12 ordinary people go to Promised Island, where they will begin their bases to travel to Deathtrap, and see if they can find the mind of a killer, and win £100,000.

Murder Game 2: Murder at Deathtrap Island - COMING IN SUMMER 2004

This time, the game gets more personal…

